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Context

The policy landscape for forest-based bioeconomy is undergoing a transformation as governments
and institutions work to integrate forest-based priorities into broader bioeconomy strategies and
sustainability frameworks. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
Global Bioeconomy Dashboard highlights this evolution, identifying 30 forestry-specific actions in
national and regional bioeconomy strategies, ranging from ecosystem service commercialization to
technological innovation. Policy coherence is a critical challenge, however, particularly in
harmonizing regulations across jurisdictions and ensuring inclusive governance that considers the
needs of all stakeholders, particularly smallholder farmers and Indigenous communities.

Recent global initiatives such as the Ministerial Call on Sustainable Wood launched at the 15th
meeting of the World Forestry Congress in 2022 and the multipartner WOOD for GLOBE project, all
emphasize need for comprehensive policy frameworks that extend beyond traditional sustainable
forest management approaches. These frameworks must address key challenges, including gaps in
data quality and collection; the underutilized potential of wood's climate-change mitigation
benefits in sectors such as construction; and opportunities for innovation across entire forest
product value chains. Success in scaling up sustainable forest-based bioeconomy approaches
depends on effective policy coordination at the local, national and international levels, supported
by robust institutional mechanisms that ensure effective implementation, transparent monitoring
and inclusive stakeholder engagement. The 27" Session of the Committee on Forestry (COFO) held
on 22-26 July 2024, considered opportunities and challenges on enhancing the contribution of
forestry to bioeconomy and invited FAO to scale up sharing of knowledge and practices, research
and technology to better support the formulation of national, regional and global sustainable
forest-based bioeconomy approaches.

In response, this inaugural webinar of a global series aims to set the stage and take stock of
relevant policy frameworks. By spotlighting recent global policy achievements, showcasing
effective national and regional strategies, and sharing proven practices, the session will provide
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actionable insights to shape international discussions and strengthen the forest sector's pivotal
role in advancing the broader bioeconomy agenda.

Webinar overview

1. Overview of forest-based bioeconomy approaches: Learn from examples of initiatives,
policies, regulations and institutional frameworks that have scaled up sustainable forest
product production and consumption while addressing challenges and fostering
innovation.

2. Actionable strategies for policy integration: Gain practical insights into the creation of
enabling conditions for cross-sector collaboration and stakeholder inclusion and the
integration of forest-based bioeconomy considerations into broader policy landscapes and
sustainability frameworks.

3. Stakeholder alignment: Identify shared priorities and opportunities for partnerships to
accelerate sustainable forest-based bioeconomy approaches globally.

Who should attend?

The global webinar series is designed to engage and empower a diverse audience committed to
knowledge-sharing and advancing sustainable forest-based bioeconomy approaches. It brings
together policymakers and government officials seeking actionable insights into the development
of effective policies and strategies; private-sector entities and entrepreneurs exploring innovative
business opportunities; scientists and researchers focusing on cutting-edge bioeconomy studies;
civil-society organizations and non-governmental organizations advocating for inclusive solutions;
local communities, women’s groups and Indigenous Peoples seeking to benefit from equitable
development; students and young professionals eager to shape careers in sustainability; and
international organizations wanting to align their efforts for impactful global collaboration.
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