
 

 
 
 

 
 

Global webinar series 
Sustainable forest-based bioeconomy approaches 

 
Webinar 1. From policy to practice scaling up sustainable forest-based 

bioeconomy approaches 
 
 

Tuesday, 11 March 2025 
12.00–13.45 CET 

Zoom 

 

Context 

The policy landscape for forest-based bioeconomy is undergoing a transformation as governments 
and institutions work to integrate forest-based priorities into broader bioeconomy strategies and 
sustainability frameworks. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
Global Bioeconomy Dashboard highlights this evolution, identifying 30 forestry-specific actions in 
national and regional bioeconomy strategies, ranging from ecosystem service commercialization to 
technological innovation. Policy coherence is a critical challenge, however, particularly in 
harmonizing regulations across jurisdictions and ensuring inclusive governance that considers the 
needs of all stakeholders, particularly smallholder farmers and Indigenous communities. 

Recent global initiatives such as the Ministerial Call on Sustainable Wood launched at the 15th 
meeting of the World Forestry Congress in 2022 and the multipartner WOOD for GLOBE project, all 
emphasize need for comprehensive policy frameworks that extend beyond traditional sustainable 
forest management approaches. These frameworks must address key challenges, including gaps in 
data quality and collection; the underutilized potential of wood's climate-change mitigation 
benefits in sectors such as construction; and opportunities for innovation across entire forest 
product value chains. Success in scaling up sustainable forest-based bioeconomy approaches 
depends on effective policy coordination at the local, national and international levels, supported 
by robust institutional mechanisms that ensure effective implementation, transparent monitoring 
and inclusive stakeholder engagement. The 27th Session of the Committee on Forestry (COFO) held 
on 22-26 July 2024, considered opportunities and challenges on enhancing the contribution of 
forestry to bioeconomy and invited FAO to scale up sharing of knowledge and practices, research 
and technology to better support the formulation of national, regional and global sustainable 
forest-based bioeconomy approaches.  

In response, this inaugural webinar of a global series aims to set the stage and take stock of 
relevant policy frameworks. By spotlighting recent global policy achievements, showcasing 
effective national and regional strategies, and sharing proven practices, the session will provide 

https://fao.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ERpSH5f5SGuLFvHbdVpHXQ#/registration
https://tableau.apps.fao.org/views/Bioeconomystrategiesdashboard/Home?%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/74ffc465-498a-46ce-bea6-c7839c9c4be3/content
https://www.iufro.org/wood-for-globe


 

 
 
 

actionable insights to shape international discussions and strengthen the forest sector's pivotal 
role in advancing the broader bioeconomy agenda. 

 

 
Webinar overview  

1. Overview of forest-based bioeconomy approaches: Learn from examples of initiatives, 
policies, regulations and institutional frameworks that have scaled up sustainable forest 
product production and consumption while addressing challenges and fostering 
innovation.  

2. Actionable strategies for policy integration: Gain practical insights into the creation of 
enabling conditions for cross-sector collaboration and stakeholder inclusion and the 
integration of forest-based bioeconomy considerations into broader policy landscapes and 
sustainability frameworks.  

3. Stakeholder alignment: Identify shared priorities and opportunities for partnerships to 
accelerate sustainable forest-based bioeconomy approaches globally.  

 

Who should attend?   

The global webinar series is designed to engage and empower a diverse audience committed to 
knowledge-sharing and advancing sustainable forest-based bioeconomy approaches. It brings 
together policymakers and government officials seeking actionable insights into the development 
of effective policies and strategies; private-sector entities and entrepreneurs exploring innovative 
business opportunities; scientists and researchers focusing on cutting-edge bioeconomy studies; 
civil-society organizations and non-governmental organizations advocating for inclusive solutions; 
local communities, women’s groups and Indigenous Peoples seeking to benefit from equitable 
development; students and young professionals eager to shape careers in sustainability; and 
international organizations wanting to align their efforts for impactful global collaboration.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Provisional agenda 

Moderator: Ms Lyndall Bull, Value Added Innovation Coordinator, Forestry Division, FAO 

Item Speaker 

Welcome remarks and poll • Moderator

Opening remarks and launch of the global 
webinar series 

Uplifting the spirit of cooperation on sustainable 
forest-based bioeconomy approaches 

• Dr QU Dongyu, Director-General, Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

• H.E. Norbert Totschnig, Federal Minister for 
Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water 
Management Austria

• H.E. Sari Essayah, Minister for Agriculture and 
Forestry, Finland

• Mr Pierre Taty, Chairperson of the 28th Session 
of COFO

Poll • Moderator

Keynote: Forest-based bioeconomy concepts and 
stocktaking of policy achievements 

• Mr Antti Asikainen, Executive Vice President for
research, Natural Resources Institute Finland,
Chairman, Finnish Forest Bioeconomy Science
Panel

Regional perspectives on the bioeconomy 

Learning from countries and regions 

• Mr Siyavuya Bulani, Acting Director, Industry and 
Environment, Department of Science, Technology 
and Innovation, South Africa

• Mr Prof Carlos Nobre, Institute for Advanced 
Studies, University São Paolo, Brazil

• Mr Preecha Ongprasert, Director of Forestry 
Foreign Affairs Royal Forest Department, Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Environment of Thailand 
(RFD)

Q&A and poll 

Closing remarks • Mr Zhimin Wu, Director, Forestry Division, FAO

Close • Moderator
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