
The Government of the Sultanate of Oman requested the technical 
assistance of FAO to safeguard and eliminate obsolete pesticides in         
an environmentally sound manner. Under a first phase project 
(UTF/OMA/007/OMA), FAO assisted the country to safeguard and 
dispose of 42 tonnes of obsolete pesticides. However, an inventory 
update of the remaining stocks showed that approximately 35 tonnes, 
including up to 130 cylinders of methyl bromide, remained. The 
government requested further support from FAO in order to eliminate 
the remaining stocks of obsolete pesticides and associated waste. This 
resulted in the second phase of the project. Phase II also envisaged 
capacity-building activities to improve the technical skills of the 
authorities in pesticide life cycle management, including training in 
inventory, safe storage, safeguarding supervision, and tendering for    
the safeguarding of obsolete pesticide stocks. These capacity-building 
activities were designed to prevent the accumulation of new stocks of 
obsolete pesticides. The project was implemented by FAO and the   
main partner was the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Water 
Resources (MAFWR).

KEY FACTS
Latest Approved Budget
USD 358 668

Duration
November 2017-December 2022

Resource Partner
Government of the Sultanate of Oman

Partner
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Water Resources (MAFWR)

Beneficiaries
People less exposed to toxic pesticides 
after project implementation, including 
farmers and rural communities in general 

DISPOSAL OF OBSOLETE PESTICIDES IN OMAN

WHAT DID THE PROJECT DO?
The overall aim of the project was to assist the Sultanate of Oman to 
improve its capacity in undertaking sustainable management of routine 
pesticide and associated waste arising from agricultural activities and   
to become self-sufficient in obsolete pesticide stock management in the 
future without relying on external assistance. This would be achieved by 
improving, in an environmentally sound manner, national capacities for 
sustainable pesticide waste management and by carrying out the safe 
disposal of 35 tonnes of obsolete pesticides, including 130 cylinders of 
methyl bromide, and associated waste. 
The project successfully achieved the environmentally sound 
safeguarding and disposal of the remaining stocks of obsolete pesticides 
and associated waste at two sites (Barka and Al Rumais) in Oman. The 
disposal certificates show that more than 45 tonnes of waste were 
disposed of, including 140 kg of methyl bromide in pressure containers. 
The project also provided training in the use of Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE), inventory-taking, and the safeguarding, monitoring 
and supervision of packaging operations, although not all the training 
events originally planned were conducted as a result of delays caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. The unused part of the budget was 
therefore redirected to ensure that all remaining stocks were 
safeguarded and eliminated.
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Project Code
FAO: UTF/OMA/022/OMA

ACTIVITIES
 Two training events, one on inventory-taking and the use of PPE, 

and one on safeguarding activities, were conducted.
 Awareness was built among stakeholders and capacity 

strengthened in the lifecycle management of pesticides, carefully 
following all international guidelines, procedures and standards.

 Over 45 tonnes of obsolete pesticides and associated waste, 
including cylinders of methyl bromide, were safeguarded and 
exported for elimination to a licensed facility in France.

Partnerships and Outreach
For more information, please contact: Reporting@fao.org

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

00153 Rome, Italy

Project Title
Disposal of Obsolete Pesticides – Phase II

Contact
FAO Representation in Oman   
FAO-OM@fao.org

IMPACT
The project has successfully safeguarded and eliminated all 
remaining stocks of obsolete pesticides and associated waste in the 
Sultanate of Oman, reducing risks for the environment and people’s 
health. Awareness of, and capacity in, the lifecycle management of 
pesticides, in particular sustainable pesticide waste management, 
have also been improved through project implementation and the 
provision of training.
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