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Advisory Note

Subject: EIFAAC welcomes the European Parliament resolution of 4 October 2022 on
striving for a sustainable and competitive EU aquaculture: the way forward (2021/2189(INI)).

The European Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture Advisory Commission (EIFAAC) was established in
1957 and has currently a membership of 36 Governments and the European Commission. EIFAAC
provides an intergovernmental forum for collaboration and information exchange on inland fisheries and
aquaculture among all European countries.

EIFAAC and its members support the implementation of the Strategic guidelines for a more sustainable
and competitive EU aquaculture for the period 2021-2030, the European Green Deal, Farm to Fork
Strategy and the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030.

The purpose of this advisory note is to inform Members of the European Parliament about the role
EIFAAC can play in the implementation of resolution 2021/2189(INI). EIFAAC is a statutory body of the
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, and serves as a network, linking policy-
makers, managers, scientists and others working on inland fisheries and aquaculture issues.

The strengths of EIFAAC are that it can tap into a large pool of experts in aquaculture, with a wide
variety of scientific and management knowledge and expertise on aquaculture development and
management, freshwater aquaculture best-practices, fish welfare, aquaculture production systems,
aquaculture species diversification, restocking of inland waters, as well as capacity building and training
in aquaculture subjects.

EIFAAC welcomes resolution 2021/2189(INI) and offers its expertise to:

1) Coordinate the development of a European-wide great cormorant management plan to harmonize
measures and regulations aiming to reduce the population of cormorants in Europe to a
sustainable and manageable level (in line with paragraph 56 of the EP resolution).

2) Increase scientific knowledge in Europe on fish welfare and to promote best aquaculture practices
on fish well-being (paragraph 23).

3) Support the innovation, sustainability and resilience of the EU aquaculture sector, and its
transition to a sustainable food system in Europe (paragraphs 3 and 5) with research, policy- and
practical guidance.

4) Facilitate the access of micro and small aquaculture enterprises to essential inputs, technologies
and financial resources (paragraph 16) in accordance with the FAO Voluntary guidelines for
securing small scale fisheries in the context of food security and poverty alleviation (SSF
Guidelines).
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The above activities are in line with EIFAAC’s expertise and the by EIFAAC 31 (Killarney, Ireland, June
2022) endorsed work programme 2022-2024.

EIFAAC looks forward to collaborate with the European Union institutions and Members on the above
activities.

Yours sincerely,
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Petri Heinimaa

Chairperson of the European Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture Advisory Commission

2/2


https://www.fao.org/3/cc1986en/cc1986en.pdf

