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BACKGROUND NOTE FOR MEDIA 
 

What Is the International Treaty? 
The International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture is a legally-
binding global agreement that ensures the conservation, sustainable use, and fair and 
equitable sharing of benefits arising from the world’s most important crop diversity. 
 
The International Treaty recognizes and respects the enormous contribution of smallholder 
farmers, local and Indigenous and local communities who have conserved and developed 
crop diversity over thousands of years. Article 9 of the Treaty calls on all nations to protect 
and promote Farmers’ Rights1. 
 
Together, these commitments help countries build resilient, diverse, and food-secure 
agricultural systems around the world. 
 
What is the Governing Body? 
The Governing Body (GB) comprises all International Treaty Contracting Parties2, and is the 
Treaty’s highest decision-making body, which meets every two years to: 
 

• Coordinate international action for agricultural biodiversity 
• Review implementation 
• Set global priorities 
• Adopt programs, budgets, and policies 
• Foster partnerships 

 
 

1 Farmers’ Rights include safeguarding traditional knowledge, ensuring equitable benefit-sharing, involving 
farmers in decision-making, and supporting the rights of farmers to save, use, exchange, and sell farm-saved 
seed, subject to national law. 
 
2 Currently, the International Treaty has 155 Contracting Parties, including the European Union. 



More: https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/eleventh-governing-body/en 
E-mail: Afshaan.Shafi@fao.org / alessia.rosu@fao.org /Pgrfa-Treaty@fao.org  

Why GB-11 Matters 
GB-11 brings together governments, farmers’ organizations, civil society, private sector 
organizations, international organizations and observers to address urgent challenges 
posed by climate change, crop diversity loss, and food insecurity. They will meet in Lima, 
Peru 24-29 November 2025, preceded by two days of regional and inter-regional 
consultations. GB-11 is the first time a GB is being held in Latin America, and the first time 
a GB is being co-hosted by two countries: Peru and Switzerland. 
 
Key priorities at GB-11 include: 
 

• Strengthening the Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-Sharing 

• Advancing Farmers’ Rights and community stewardship 

• Enhancing global cooperation on conservation and sustainable use of plant 
genetic resources for food and agriculture (PGRFA) 

• Supporting climate adaptation and crop resilience 

• Mobilizing resources and partnerships for greater global impact 

 
GB-11 Theme 
“Fostering Biodiversity and Food Security: Preserving Heritage, Cultivating a Shared Future” 
 

The theme underscores: 
• Preserving Heritage: Honoring generations of farmers and Indigenous Peoples who 

steward crop diversity.  
• Fostering Biodiversity: Safeguarding global crop diversity essential for climate-

resilient agriculture.  
• Food Security: Enhancing resilient agrifood systems and access to nutritious, 

culturally appropriate food for all. 
• Cultivating a Shared Future: Strengthening global cooperation and equitable 

benefit-sharing. 
 

What’s at Stake? 
• Loss of crop diversity 
• Increasing climate pressures on agrifood systems 
• Growing food and nutrition insecurity 

 

GB-11 is an opportunity to strengthen global commitments to the seeds and plant 
genetic resources that sustain life on Earth and feed us all. 
 

@PlantTreaty 
#ItAllStartsWithTheSeed  

#GB11 #FoodSecurity #Biodiversity 
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