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Since 2009, the 
Benefi t-sharing 

Fund has 
supported 

projects in over 
55 developing 

countries. 

The Treaty Benefi t-sharing Fund fi nances action 
to respond to food insecurity and the effects of 
climate change. The Fund helps to accelerate 
the conservation and sustainable use of plant 

genetic resources on a global scale.

The Benefi t-sharing Fund:

• Enables donors to pool fi nancial resources for a 
coordinated, focused and effi cient approach 
to increasing food security and maintaining the 
world’s crop diversity.

• Brings together farmers, plant breeders, 
civil society, research institutions and other 
stakeholders to solve local and global 
agricultural challenges.

• Prioritizes projects that support information 
exchange, technology transfer, capacity 
development and the sustainable use and 
on-farm management of plant genetic resources 
for food and agriculture.

• Finances projects in developing countries that 
are Treaty Members to adapt to climate change 
and sustain agricultural biodiversity.
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Since 2009, 
1 000 000 
people 
have 

benefi ted 
from the 

Fund, most 
of whom are 
small-holder 

farmers.
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For further information: www.fao.org/plant-treaty • pgrfa-treaty@fao.org 

Complementing and connecting 
global initiatives

Through a programmatic approach, the 
BSF will increasingly support its partners to 
work collaboratively, to complement and 
strengthen activities funded by others, and 
build a strong coalition of partners to further 
catalyze implementation of the Treaty. 

Genetic diversity and information resulting 
from projects funded is made available 
to other countries and stakeholders and 
to future generations to use in solving 
their own agricultural challenges, through 
the Treaty’s Multilateral and Global 
Information Systems.

The Fund contributes to the globally 
agreed Sustainable Development Goals 

and Aichi Biodiversity targets.
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Delivering results

• 1 000 000 people have benefi ted from
activities directly or indirectly, half of
whom are women.

• 29 000 people in developing countries
have been trained in the conservation,
management and use of plant genetic
diversity.

• 5 300 important food crop varieties have
been characterized to help identify
valuable traits, particularly those resilient to
climate change and other environmental
stresses.

• 3 000 accessions of food crops have
been made available to the international
scientifi c and breeding community through
the Treaty’s Multilateral System.

• 300 partners engaged globally, including
governments, research institutions, NGOs
and grassroots organizations.

Bean power in Tanzania: Farmers in Tanzania 
showcase an improved bean variety developed 
in collaboration with other farmers, national and 
local government, and local and international 
research institutions.   

*Based on the results to date of the fi rst three
Benefi t-sharing Fund project cycles.
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Grant-making process
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Benefi t-sharing Fund projects 
support collaboration for 
effective development

Project implementation 
commenced

Regular project 
updates provided

Monitoring
and Evaluation

Results and impact 
reported

Grant agreements 
fi nalized

Call for proposals 
activated

Treaty global 
network utilized

Projects selected
by independent 

experts

Selected projects 
approved by ITPGRFA

Bureau 
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