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SUMIART OF RECOIMENBATTONS

A pddresscd to Membep Covermmeniy

1. The Commimeion regewdmended that. (overnmenis acoord priority to ihe developwent of the
forestyry meotor and to itw closer integration with oversil nesionel development plons and
prograumes.  (paraell)

2, The Commiesion recommupnded to Hwmber Governmensis: that e needs of Forestry adminite
trations be urgently awsesoed snd saiisfied in the light of overall nationsl zural
developuent pelicies; end ihat foresiyy adwinistrailons he represented on neilonal
mechanlums, existicg or to be esteblished, for the ce-ordinatlon of nlans and progralles
for rurel development. (pora.ls)

3. The Commission stresded tho nwed for more siudies and pllet specico. tuials of trees,
buehes and grasses for morginal lends 4in & wider range of ecoloplecd conditions, and
rogommopded that member countries sxchenge lofopmation and emtebiish closor co=pperation
in thelr common endeavours {padn.22)

4. The Commisgion rgvommsndsd that exigting educatiopal institutions in the reglon be
tuliy ut%lizad and that member countries supporit vas Arab Foregisry Iuatiiute at Latalkia.
(peras37

5+  The Commission stressed the nesd for iho oollection of more actursis infurmstion aud
tis processing end eaxchauge awong wesber covuntries of the veglon, =nd rocommended that a
regional "Date Procesilng mnd Infocmaiion Cembre" Be sdiebliished o dovelop methodologies
for the colleciion, analysis and disgesmiumtlion 4o membar countries of infurmation on
forestry. (pare.3d)

6o The Commission noted that only four meuber countries of the reglon were repressnied
at the Second Session of the MAC Comulites on lorestry and recemmended that more meuwbur
ceuntries of the reglon spply for menbersiip of the omniiee. (para.dd)

Te The Commiszsion precommended Yo Meuber Governments that either ihey include Furesters
in their naiional delegations %o ihe FAO Regional Conference,; or the heads of the Forestry
administ§aticna brief their delegaiion to the Regional Conference on foresiry issues.
(para.49

8. While the Commission resoguiszed the rehebilitetion messurss iteken by varlous member
couniries to ssitle nommdic populationa, it pevoumended thel steps slsc be token to provids
the nsceesaly conservation education to thuse people. (pures.54)

9o  The Coumission emphasirned %thes mewber countries which have not aiready done so, should
formlete {he necepmary national policies end lsgislation, ¢stablick nationzl parks and
sguivalent reserves pud take wildlife waluen iuto zocount when devaloping = tourist industry.
It rgcommiended that munber comntiies proiect gzamples of naturel comuenities fov their
ecological and educational values. {paim.55)

0. The Compdssion revommended that Mewber Govermmenis swuppurt tho FAQ/UNDP regional pro=
geot= “?avelopmenﬁ of Agricultural Stetlzticy, includiag Fishery =nd Poresiry Stetistican.
p&u"ﬂ-w 60
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E. LAdGressed ho FAQ

Lo The Commission revemmended thatk MAQ nDrowete oo-opzratlion ameng member counityies at the
rzgionnl lavel by favilitating 4le gwchange of lmowledge snd ayparience among Jorggters of
the rogion snd by demunsiration and cese studies. (pece.ll)

2.  The Compission precommendad that [A0 organize wore sowmin i &% lhe regionel level on
Yores ry duvelopment planping with special reference to rural developmeni, for foregiry snd
rural development planuers of member vountriss of the region. (pura.i9)

3. The Comnission siressed the need for mors researvh and field studies on forest/water
ralstionabips and recommended to FAOQ the organhiz tion in the region of aeidnares or werkuhops
on watershed mapagement aad forest hydrology. (Dare.23)

4,  The Comrigslon endorsed the co glusiong reached by the FAOD inter-disciplinary mission
oo meeginal lands o four counipies of the region and recomueaded that further studies be

undertaken in other countries of the region 5o as Te¢ build up & more couplete and detailed
picture of the problens, condtrainis and development potentimls of these areus. {(para.24)

5, The Commission pecommended that priority be accorded to the foliowing areas of acti-—
vities in PAC's Torestry programng:

() gtrengthening of forestry s=dueation and tralningy with speclzl emphasis on
pragtical aspeels and Tfield demoustrations:

(ii) incregaing forest productivity in oatursl feorests and irpigatsd forest planisw
tiong;

{iii) forssi oporaiions and technignes related o the exploliation and tuilization of
natural and artificial Torest siands, including mechanlzation of foresiry
opergtiong;

(iv) wirengihening of forestyy odminisirations in ovder 1o assist them to meet their
growing responsibilities vis-G=yis human populations;

{v) $he coniribution of forestry 1o -urel development;
(vl dmtegreted plavning and develooment of Forest aad weler Tesources;

(vii) the coniytibution of forssiry %o food produciion, partioularly through silvom
peatoral programmes and forvdt renge menagement;

vLid)ferewtry developuent planning and orgeniszetion of development planning seminavs
and worimhopz in the region. (puray32)

Be The Compimeion racommegpded that favouwrable convideration be given to the creation of a
fund for assiadtlng governmewnis, especielly of the poorer member cuvantries, 1a securing the
gyuvipment and sxpertise needed for the effuctlive implemepntation of Wopld Feul Prograumnme
projects. (para.44)

Te  The Commission recommended that FAD as3ist membsr counivrics in the region by supplying
information on wildlife and parks legisleiion and criterda for estoblishing national parks;
and, in co=opgration with Unesceo, essmist sxisting schools and universities in fthe reglon

Su supenginen hely tiralaiug progrommss by velormiziing curricula and esiablishing research
activitles in wildlite and netionel park wanegemsnt. It neved ihe repdiness of the Govern-
uent of Irag 4o establish a centres ror guch tpraining pregraamed; with the essistance of TAO
gnd Unesco, et the Usiversity of Mogul, where mest of the feeilitles already exlef.
{pare.hs)



4
[ o

I INTROBUCTION

T The Near Zast Forsstry Commission oF the Food and Agriculture Orgunization of the
United Nations held its Seventh Session in Baghdad (Irag), from 30 November to 5 December 1974,
et the kind inviiation of the Repuvlie of Irag.

2, Thoe Soumion wes atiended by 44 dolegates, frem fhe Argh Hepublic of Bgypi, Iram, Yvag,
Jorden, duwaii, the Syrisn Avab Republie, Twekey, the United frud Erirctes and the Feople's
Democratic Republic of Yomon, by en ¢bserver from the United Kingdom, ond by reprogonti-
tives of the Lecguo of Argb States, the Unlied Netions Development Frogramme, the United
Notions Educuotionel, Svientific and Cultural Organlrabion, the Intwrnaticncl Labour
Organization and the World Food Programms. 4 full list of the participonts i ser out

in 4dppendir B. Oebled apologies thot circumstuncoes precluded thelr sending delemaies were
received from the Republic of Aighunistaa, Cyprus, Lthiopia, Lebanon, Quiar, Saudl Arebia
and Somali Demovratic Republic,

3. Hig Excellency, Dr, Hessan Falmli Jumea, Minister of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform,
opened the Sessions In welcoming the delegutes, the Minister wished them suwceess in theip
deiiberations and in formalating cunstructive propesals and recommendations for new scientifise
and medern methods, on the basis of which Torestry could be further developed and expandesd

to betier soerve the needs and aspirations of people. The text of hig address is presentsd

i3 Appendix D to this report.

4a Mr. ¥halid Hamad, Secretary of the Commigsion, read a letfsr from Dr. K.F.5 K.ng,
Assistant Divector—feneral of the A0 Forestry Depariment, in which he expressed liis deepest
regret at teing uwnable to attend the Session becsuse of extraordinary sessions called Tor
the Programme and Finance Committees of the FAO Council. In his letter, Dr. King expressed
his best wishes for a successful and fruitful seusion of the Commission znd his desire to
vigit the Heads of the Forest Services in the region at the ecarliest possibie opportunity.

TI. ADOPTICN OF THE AGENDA

5e The provisional Agenda (Appendix A) was adopted without comment. A4 list of the documenis
submitted for considsration by the Commission is giver in Appendix C.

TII. BLOCTION CF OFFICERS

G In accordance with the provisions cf Rule IT of its Rules of Progedure, the Commission
elected o Officers the following:s

Chairmen ¢ Mahmoud Awed Al-Jabouri {Irag)

Vice=Chalrmen

[

Abdulla Homid (Syriun Arsb Republic)
Parvis Kerimi Brshadi (Izon)
Adnan Kir (Turkey)_

Mr. Subki Abdullah Al-Mutawa {Kuwait) was appointed Rapporteur for the Session sud
fir, Kh=lid Homed (FAO) acted as Secretary.

TV, THE SIATE 03 FORBAMHY IN WHE NEAR BAST 1970 =~ 1074

Te The Commission reviewed the atate cf forestry in the Near East;, on the bagis of
Bsoretariat Hote FO:NEFG/T&/Z and supplementary stalements made by delegates.



8, The Commission noted that the major forestry problems of the region continue to be
inadequate foresti cover and its further depletlion. As & result, the annual net importg of
forest products by counitries in the region exceed USE 200 million in value, whereas land
degradation and desertification is accelerating at an alarming rate.

Ga On the positive site, ths Commission noted the increasingly favourable attitude towards
forestry among pelitical lsaders and decisiovs—makers and the avallability of gresater
financial resources for forestry development. In ferms of progress within the mector, the
breakthronghs made in stabilizing moving dunes and in improving forest and watershed managee—
ment, the progress made in reforestation and afforestation, especially by irrigated planta—
tions of fast-growing species, and the improvement in forest products processing and utiliza-
tion,; were obviocus examplss.

10. Whereas forestry development plans have now bhecome an established feature in most
countries of the rsgion, many countries do net as yet have Tormally declared forest policies,
although the elements of these policies appear in the preambles of foresi legislation. The
Commission noted with satisfaction thet FAO proposes 1o revise and up-date its situdy on
Forest Policy, Law and Administration.

11« The Commission agreed that the breakthroughs made in certain countries of the region in
gand dune stabilization by modern chemical and vegetative methods, in the afforestation of
diffioult sites = particularly the success achieved with drought-resistant species -~ , in
improving management methods for natural forests, in settlement schemes for nomadic popula—
tions; in urban and recreation foresmiry, in the establishment of national parks and equiva-
lent reserves, and in up-dating forestry legislation, are examples of accomplishments worthy
of consideration for wider application and the exchange of information at the regionsl level.

12. Despite the progress made in many areas of forestry and forest indusiries, the
Commission agreed that greater efforts were needed: 1in forestry educaticn and training, in
order to provide forestry adminigitrations with the manpower they need to meet their growing
and changing taskss; in research and field studies, for overcoming envircnmental and socio=
economic congtraints to the development of degraded forest lands and marginal areas; in
informing and educating the general pubklic and; in particular, involving rural people in
forest conservation and development programmes.

13 In order to assist forestry administrations to meet their challenging new tasks, the
Commission recommended that Governments accord priority to the development of the forestry
sector and to its closer integration with overall naticnal development plans and programmes.
The Commission alsc rescommended that FAO promote co=cperation among member countries at the
regional level by facilitating the exchange of knowledge and experience among foresters of
the region and by demonstration and case studies.

Va MOREST POLICY TISUES

A. Integroied rural development = implications for forestry and forest indusiries

14, The Commission considered the contribution of forestry to rural development and, in
particular, the implications for forestry agencies of the greater involvement of foresters
in rural development programmes; on the basig of Secretariat Note FO%NEFC/74/3°

15« The Commission noted with satisfaction that the FAC Forestry Department plans to expand
its activities in connection with "the contribution of forestry fo rural development and
employment', in compliance with the recommendation made hy the Committes on Forestry of the
FAO Council at its 2nd Session. The Commission alsc welcomed the recognition by the Twelfth
FAQ Regional Conference for the Near East of the important role of forestry and forest
industries in integrated rural development and ths recommendation that Governments broaden
the functional responsibilitiss of forestry administrations and support the closzer integrae
tion of forestry programmes with rural development.
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16, Whereas recent developmants are Favourable for forestry in that its role in rural
development iz becoming more widely resoognized ni the national, regional and global levels,
the CGommizsion fully eppreeisted that forestry agencies might not be copable of rasponding
fully and quickly to the new challengz. To enable forestry adninistrations to meet theip
groving tesk in rurel development; the (ommission recommended to Member Governmentss that
the needs of furssiry administraticne he urgently asseassed and satisfied in the lighs of
overall natvional rurel development poiicies; and thet forestry administrations be
repregented on national mechanigmz, exiating o {o be established, Jor the co-ordinasion of
nlans sad pregramnes for rural developmend.

17, Several dalegations ocutlined activities and meagures implemerted wnder naticnal
ferestry development programmes which are zimed at improving ithe sftendard ard quality of
life in pural areas. 7The role of forosis in soil and water conservatiom, in ameliocrating
the microw-climate and in contributing $0 increased rural productivity wus of special
importance in the regicn. Tie Commission agreed thoet forest industries, particularly small,
lalour=intensive sawmills and woodeworking establishments, had an imporiant role to play in
raticnal elforis to diversifly ural economies sand to create additional employment opportun-
ities. The Commission suggested that the possibilities offered by commmal or co-operative
feresivy and the impoviant role of efforestation in enhurcing the touristic development
poteniial of ceriasin areaz dessrved grealer attention.

18, The Commission noted that the Unesec "Man and she Bicsphere Progrzmme" inocludss facets
and prejsots which are of relevance to integrated rural development znd recognized the
importance of ascientific and social research in rural development.

19, While revegnizing that integrated rural developmens regquired conceried inputs on fhe
part of many agencies and fully coeordinated contributions from many disciplines, the
Cemmigmion concluded that one factor was becoming apparent: the increasing involvement of
foresters in rural develvpment programnes will create & new category of problems for forestry
adminigtrations. In order to enable forwstry administrations to face their new tasks,
including their pariicipation in the plemning of rural develupment programmes, the (ommission
felt thot fthe curricula of forestry training schools and instituiions will require strengtle-
ening in respect of econcmic, planning, socizl, forest extension and related subjects. To
help meet the need IJor trainedé planners, lhe Comm1¢510n recommended that FAC organize mors
seminars at the regicnal level on forestry devaloptment plannlng with special referencge o
rurzl deveiopment, for furestry and rural development planners of member countries of the
reglon.

B, The role of foresters ih overcoming envirommenbtsl constraints to the development
of marginal areas

20. On the besls of Secretariat Nots FO:NEFG//4/4, the Commission considered the role of
forgaters in the development of marginel areas, Although the exient and great scological
diversity of fhese lands make their precise definitien difficult, for the purpose of iia
deliberations the Commission agreed to ctnsider a3 marginal those lznds which have a small
capacity and low efficiency in utilizing inputs in relation to outputs (economic sspect) ag
well as o low threshold value to mizuse (ecologioal "Eragilityh),

2%y Within the confext of this definition, the Commission feli ithat two brosd categorias
of marginal lands could bs recognized in the region: the "iransition® aress between forest
and steppe typss of vegetation resulting mainly from misuses and the vas: areas of low
rainfall, arid lend.

22, while considerable resesrch has been carried out in arid zcnes, and the results of
recent species trials in some counbries of the region suggest that certain spevies of
genera such as atr;plexg Ariemisie, Tamarit and Acaciz are encouraging, the Commission
strewsed the need Tovr more sfudies and pilot species trials of lrwes, bushes and gragess in
a wider range of ecological conditionsy and recommended that member countries exchange
information and establish closer co-operation in theil common endeaVOUr,




23. In view of the significent importance of water resources in the developmeat of marginsl
lands, Tor both crop and livesiock production, the Commigeion stressed lhe need for mors
reseasch and fisld studics on forest/wster relationships snd recommsuded to FAO the
vrgonization an (ke yegion of seminars or workshops on watershed maragement snd forest
hydrology,

24, The Qommigzion noted Unesco's programnes on marginal lands, in particular the prepars—
Lion of a state of kaowledge on arid zunes through pilet research projects and surveys of
the Taciors determining arid szone ecogysitems, The Commission endorsed the conclusions
reached by the FAQ inter-disciplinery mission on marginal lands to four courntries of the
regioh and recommendeg thal further studles be undertazken in other countrice of the region
80 a8 e build up a more compiete and detailed picture of the problems, constraints and
developnent potentisls of these areaw.

25. Whereas; for economic reasong, the development of marginal lsnds may uot be considered
Teasible in the case of certain countries, <he Commission agreed that marginal land utilize=
tion iz not withoul poieatial if approached on ecological principles and in an integrased
context. Iu fact, in maay parts of the region Covernments had no alternative tut to meet
the development challenge offered by the harsh environment of thesz areas, where large
proporiiens ¢f Thelr psople have to live.

26. The Commispion agreed that the development of marginal lands is not, or should noi be,

a question of rivalry beiween various land uses, but of waye and means of co-ordinating the
contributions of various disciplines in overcoming envivonmental and sccio-sgonomic
congbraints to the development of these arsas., In terms of development strategy, the
Commission sbtressed the needs IJirst, to concentrate opn srresgting the degradation of these
lands through the adoption of ecologically appropriate forms of managumgnts including the
intreduction of instiiutional reforms; and then to rehabilitats those aress alresdy damagsed,
through reclamgticn measures and by erhancing, through education and responsible local
organizations; the capacity of ithe populalion on these lands to mapage its environment
effectively,

27 The Commissicn recegnized that restriclion of speculative orop cultivation in areas
with too low or erratic razinfall, improvement of range management, oreatics of extra~,
agriculiure] activities; improvement of infrastructure and of sovial services, proper
motivation and closer participution of marginal land populations in development programmes,
and integration of the scencmies of these londs and of their people with those of more
fertile arcas, were the orucial igsues. Ir this respect, the Commigeion recoguized that,
wheresp foresters by themselves could not overcome all the technical and gocio-economic
constraints wo the development of marginsl lande; forestry had a fundamental role to play
shrough protection and resteration of the vegetative cover of degraded wutersheds; stabilins—
tion end afforestation of meving sund dunes, provisior of Tuelwood and goneral supnort to
crop and livestock production, pariicularly through shelterhbelts and windbreaks.

28, The Commission noted with satisfaction the recommendstlons made by the Seventh World
Foressry Congress and endorsed by the Commitlec on Foresl Development in the Tropics

and by the Commiittee on Forastry, that a world conference op arid zone forestry be wvrganized
by FAO, and whole-hsartedly supporied tnis recommendation.

VI. FATTERS TC IE ARFERRED T0 THE ATTENTION OF THE COMMITIEE ON FORESTRY

Ao FAO Forestry Department cotivities

23s In view of the cloge inter—rolationship of the Regular and Field Programmes of FAC,

Lhe Comm1851oq decided to congider Jecretarlat Notes FU: NEbC/{m/B and FOg NEFC/T&/G, as uell
as a background ncie on "World Food Progremme (WIP) Contribution to the Foresiry Sector in
Horth Eastcrn Africa and in the Near Bast"; concurwvently wider ivem 6 of the Agerda.



(a) FAD Porestry Department Regulap Pregreomme activities ol inzerest to the
Hear Tast regicn

30. In reviewing the wveilivities of FAD in Torestry during 1970-74, the Commission noted
with catisfaction the achiesvemeats realised and was particuvlarly gretified to note ihat
action has been or is being taken on most ¢f the recommendations it made teo FAQ st iis Sixth
Sespion, held in Teheran (Iren) in April 1970,

21, In conzidering the Commitise on Foresiry's review of the madium=term cutlock cof the FLO
ForesiTy Departments activities znd the forestry sub-programme propogals for the 137677
hieunium, the Commission supported ihe priorities esiablished hy the Commitlee and cxpressed
its satisfaction that arid zone forestry was accerded high priovity.

2%: Taking into consideration the special conditions and nseds of the region, the Commizmsion
recommended that priority be accorded to the following areas of activiiies in TAO's forestry
HTCgTamne ;

() strengihening of forestry educasion and training, with special emphasis own
practical aspecte and field demonstrations;

(ii} increasing foresi oroductivity in natural “orests and lrrigated forest
plantations:

(i12) forest operations and techniques related to the exploitation and wiilization
of natural and artificial Loerest stands, ircluding mechaniszation of Toresiry
operaticnss

(iv) strengthening of forestry administrations in order to assist them to ment their
growing responsibllities vis=D=vis human populations:

{v) the contributior of foresiry to rural development;
(vi) integrated pramning =nd development of forest and water Tesouroes)

(vii) +the contribution of forestry to food producltion, particularly through silvo-
pastora. programmes and forest range management;

(viii) forestry development planning and organization of development pleanning seminars
and workshops in the regiou.

(v} FAQ Furestry Field Operations in ihs Nesr Hast region

33« The Comnission reviewed FAQ's {ield programme on the basis of Secretariat Note
FO:NEFC/T&/G, with special reference to the "couceptual’ znd Poperational? phases of FAQ=
implemented projects,

340 Taking into consideraiion the spescific forestry development needs of member countries
in the region ond, in parlbicalar, the oceeleruiing degradation of natural rescurces, the
Commission agreed that external amsistance chould be direcied towards three brozd categories
of projectas: 2ilcl demonssTation; training end edusation; COMMINLCATION.

35. Demonsiratiocn projects provide the informetion needed for daciding subsequent large-—
goale investments in foresyry developmenl programnes. Apart from forest resource surveys

antd studies on mccessibility, which are necessary in order to determinz the sconomic feasi-
biiity of related forest indusiries, the Cummission felt there was considerable need for
demongtration projects or feasibility studies ir aress such as watershed and/or land develop—
mernt, where numercus technical end socic—gconomic problems need te be resolved belore large-
soale investmentsz in f'oresiry development are initiated. The Commissicn felt that this
category of projects conforms to the guiding principles of UNDP concerning pre~invesiment
projecis,
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26, The Commiseion recognized that the implemsniation 0f large-scale forestry develcopmernt
projects resulting from pilet demonstration projects will recegeitate, ameng other -~hings,
a2 great number of trdined feresters at both professicnal ard technicel levels, 23 well as o
lorge numbsr of supporting spscizlists. This underscores the impertance of the training
camponent of projects. In this conuection, the Commiszion guggested that the languags
requirements dsmonded of ghorteterm Tellows under UNDP/EnO projects be eased, or effurts

Le made to direct Tellows %0 cthel copniries offeriang comparable trainiag pLSnihilitiea.

27, In wview of the growing monpower needs of foreustiry in the region, the Commigzion
regcommended that existing educoticnal ingtizuilons in the region he fully utilized ord that
member cOLALrieés sipport the Arab Forestry Instiute at Latalia, established a3z a regicnal
sraining centre Larcugh FAO/UNDF aszigiance and now under the aegis of the Arab Leogue.

The Commigsion expressed ite appreviation g the edfer by the Government of the Republic
of Irweq of fellowship" Tendble &t the Universiiy of MHomul; and urged membey countries 1o
solie sdvantage of this generous offer,

28: Regarding the comminicaticn agpeci, the Commissiol stressed the need for the colleciion
of more acturate informaiion and its procesming arnd exchange among member couwatriess of the
regicu, and recommendod thst o regicaal "Data Processimg and Information Centre" be

sgteblished to develop methodologies tor the collscetion, analysis and &isgemination to
membcr couptries of information on forestry.

Y. Concerning the operusionzl amspeatis of field projecis, the Commizsion expressed concerr:
as the growing difficulties encountered by FAC in recauiting high calibre experts and in
procuring project eguipmens. The Commission sugzesicd greater use of comsuliaats (as
cpposed to long=lerm experts) and of sub—contreoting, where possible, s a means of easiang
retiuitment problems. Regaxvding eqUmeent, the Commission appreciated FAO's difficulties
ahid urged that continuing efforts be made to find ways and meens of speeding wp eguipmerntd
progurement ond supply.

40.  With regard to project [inancing, the Commission noted the system of Meostmsharingh

adopted by cerlain countriss and supgested that other member countrice :im the regicn who
ere in a posiiion te do so, consider this possibilisy fur erhancing project resources.

(c) HNerid Food Programne (WTP) assistance 10 Torestry development

AT. Orn the basic of s batkground peper; the Commission noted with satisfnction the valunbie

contribution mude by the World Food Programme to forestry developmexnt in the region,

47. The Commissicn recognized the importance of WFP ascistance ©4 a wide range of forestTy
development projectr, and noted that food aid iz of specisl value =6 forestry muliiple~usge
programmes aimod at the soclo—economic improvement of rural areas throwph walershed and
Torest range mensgement, soll conmervation anc similar agro-silvoepagtoral prejecigs  In
this comnection, the Commission requested that animal feed e rewinciuded among WFP commodim
ties am soon a# possibie, in view of the importance of silvowpastoral development projects
ir. the »region,.

43»  The Commis=ion noted that on evaluation of WP assistance to the forewtry secter is to
be undertaken snd sugyesied thas in additicon Lo technical zspects, due attention Ye given
to the analysia snd study of soclo-sconomic congideratious and the linkages of WFP—aselsted
Torestry projects with overall agricultural development plans snd proglammes,

Pi¥: I The Commisslon recommerded that Ffavourable consideration be given to the oweatien of
a fund for agglstlng govezmmywtsg especially of the poorer member countries, in seouring
the etmipment and experiise needed o thy effegtive implementation of WFP projeats,



B. The role of the Regional Forestry Commissions

45. The Commission examined the role of the Regional Forestry Commissions on the basis of
Secresariat Note FO:NEFG/74/7 and in the light of supplementary information provided by the
Secretariat regarding the decisione of the 64th Session of the FAC Council on this subject.

46. The Commission welcomed the recommendation of the Committee on Forestryand the decision
of the FAO Council that Regional Forestry Commissions be maintained as independent bodies.

47. Concerning the relaticnship of the Regional PForestry Commissions with the Commitiee on
Forestryand the FAO Regicnal Conferences, the Commission agreed that in view of the differ—
ence in the intervals at which the three bedies hold their sessions; it would not be
practical to plan the sessions of the Regional Forestry Commissions in sequence with those
either of the Committee on Feorestryor of the FAQ Regional Conferences.

48. Regarding its relaticnship with the Committes on Forestry, the Near Bast Forestry
Commission agreed thai no major difficulties were foreseen; and the Commiltee's recommenda-—
tion that the Chairmen of the Regional Forestry Commissions attend its sessions was
welcomed and endorsed by the Commission. In this connection, the Commission noted that
only four member countries of the region were represented at the Second Session of the
Gommittee on Forestry and recommended that more member countries of the region apply for
membership of the Committee.

49. With regard tc the relationship between the Regional Forestry Commissions and the FAG
Regional Conferences, the Commiseion propesed that ite Chairman attend the FAO Regional
Conferences for the Near East in order to strengthen the links between ‘these two bodies.
In this connection, the Commisiion recommended to Member Governments that either they
include foresters in their national delegatioms to the FAQ Regional Conference, or the

heads of the forestry administiratione brief their delegation tc the Regional Conference on
forestry issues.

C. [The Eighth World Forestry Congress

50. The Commisuion noted the principles and rules of procadures for World Feorestry
Congresses adopied by the Second Session of the Committee on Ferestry, as set out in
Secretariat Note FOiNEFG/74/8.

51. The Commiscion discussed at some length possible suitable themes for the Eighth Worid
Forestry Congress and agreed o propose the following items

(i) the role of forest rescurces in the world foecd, energy, raw material
and environmental crises.

52. The Commission urged that forestry administrations in the region ensure that
individuals and bedies likely to be interested in participating in the Congress receivs
appropriate notification of its organization.

VII. [TECHNICAL PROBLEM AREAS

A. Heview of the situation and problems of wildlife, wildlands and national parks

53. The Commiscion discussed the existing and potential values of wildlife, wildlands and
naticnal parks on the basis of Secretariat Note FOsNEFC/74/9.

54. The Commission emphasized the extreme urgency of improving wildlife protection and
management in the region, including improved legislation and conservaticn education to
achieve a better attitude of the public towards wildlife and nature protection., It alsc
stressed that wildlife and park menagement should be considered an integral part of forest
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mansgewent. The provlem of nomadic movemente of pecple in relation 1o wildlife comnservation
was dlscussed and, while the Commission recognized the rehubilltsilion messures tuken by
various memper countries to seit.e nomagic populsations, it recommended that steps alio be
taken to provide the neceswary comservaiicn educaiion fo these peeple.

55, The Commission, Tecognizing the increasing importance of natiocnal parks and wildlife
for their intringic and touristic values, emphasiszed that mewber countries which have not
alresdy done so, should formulate the necesgary national policies end legislajion, estab.ish
national parks and squivalent reserves and lake wildlife values into account when developing
s tourist industry. The Commission recommended thal Member Countrigs protect examples of
neturai communities for their ecvlogical ard ecucaiional values.

56, The Commission azlsc recommended thai FAD asuist member countrige in the region by
supplying informaticn on wildlife and parks legislation and criteria for establishing
national parks; end, in co-operation with Unesee, assist existing schools and universities
in the region to strengthen their training programmes by reformilating curriculs and
establishing ressarch activities in wildiife and national park wmensgement. In this Tespect,
the Commission noted the readingss of the Qovernment of Irag to establish a centre for such
training programmes,with the assistance of FAO and Unesco; at the University of Mesul, where
mesy of the facilities alreacy exist.

B, Statistics and studies on agricuitural development planning ~ forestry

57. On the basis of information presented in Lhe Secretariat Note FO:NEFC/74/10, the
gomnisgion diasvugsed the etatistical needs of the region in view ¢f its very unique forest
and Forest indusiry sitvation, While it was readily acimowledged that quantitative
information ig an essential basis for planning, it was cbserved that the major henelits
from foresiry in she region acecrue primarily indirectly through forest services; such as
water regulation, erosicn control, beautification of the landscape, and so forth. These
benefiles are Qiffiomll to quantify even by most currently available measures,

5. While recegnizing this difficulty, the Commiseion slressed that foresfers, statlisticians
and plaonners will have ¢ pay increasing atleuntion to these scocial, indirect values of hs
forest. This ghould be a considerable challenge and ocught 1o lead 0 pionsering concepte

and sechnigues, Indesd, it wae recognized that the Hear Bast rogion,; with its obviocus need
to concentrate on this problem area, could well be in a position to take the world lead in
PYovifing answers,

59. Despite the challengs, most countries of the region find themselvas chronically zhort
of personnel capable of establishing and operating statisbical unite to collect, process
gnd distribute the required data. Some progress iz being made in several of the countries,
primarily ihrough externel assistance, bul more effort is needed.

60, The Commission was informed thad the Beoretariat Noste was earlier presented to the
Joint Jeventh Sessions of the Near East Comnission on Agricultural Planning and Agriculiural
Statistice. Attention was drawn to she port of the resuliing report which recommendéed that
FAD widerbake a survey of {the availability of forestry and forest products statistics and
of the concepls, definitions and methods used in their compilation, as well as of {he
gtatistical and adminisirative arrangements in common wse by couatries. In this respeci,
the Commission was plessed to learn of the initistive taken by the FAO Regional Office for
the Near Bast to formulate a regional, emall-scale FAQ/UNDP project designed to satisfy this
recommendation., HEntitled “"Development of Agricultural Statistics Including Fishery and
Forestry Statistics™, the projeci will initially assese the existing systems of data
collection in he reglon with an eye iowards the identifiecation and fullilment of ftraining
and research needs and eventually the establishment of effective national statisticai
organigations., 4{he Commission cencluded that this was a logical approach o the problem
and reccmmended that Member Governments supporlt Lhis importsnt regional projsct. In the
meantime, the Commisgion unrged FAOD to continue to assist in this field Lhrough the provisicon
of experts and advice amnd, il poesible, of reference mgterial, preferably in Arabic, which
could be used to support reguesis for training in this Tield.



VIIT. DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION

61, The Commission took note of the desire of the Iranian Delegation to again host a Session,
Wt agreed to leave it to the Director-(eneral of FAQ, after consuliaition with the
appropriate smthorities of the host country (Rule IV-2 of the Bules of Procedures of the
Commission), to decide on the dates and place of the Fighth Session.

62. In view of the great importance of water and the close inter=prelationship between
forest and water resources in the region, the Commission suggested that efforts be made tfo
plan the next session of ithe Commission to coincide, if possible, with that of the
Regional Gommission on Land and Water Use in the Near Bast, so thal the two Commissions
could, in =2ddition to their ncrmal individual sessions; have a Joint seseion to dimcuss
forest/water relationships.

TX. OTHER BUSINESS

63, The Commission supported the proposal of the delegate of Kuwait that the specific
forestry problems of the Gulf Sub-region be studied and that an item on these problems be
included in the agenda for the Commission's next session.
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Him Zxeellency Dr. Hassan Fabmi Jumza
finister of Agelculivre and Awrarian leform

I welcome the delegabtes o this Tth Jession of the FA0 Near Bast Foreslry Commimsion
in Baghdad. I wish you success ln Tfommlating consjiruciive proposals and recomnendsaiions
on naw seieatific and modern methods for tae development and ewmpenzion of forestry, 20 that
it may achieve the Hevolution's agpiration to maks full use of all its importaat fsatures:
Goupienm, climate contrul, coneervation of godl, and =zc on.

The Bevolutionary Uovernmeat of Iraq, uander the guidauce of the Baath Socialist Party,
atteches great importance to the development of ihe nabtional sconomy, the mehilisation of
resources end the wtilization of potenlials to achieve the growth rabe targebs which will
acoelerate development in all the vital sectors, egpecially the industrial and the agri-
aultural zectors.

Under the direction and support of our leader, His Excellency Ahmed Hagsan Balker, the
progressive Revolutlen of 17Tth July has created several opportunities fo raige thse standard
of agricultural productivity, eccelerabe sooialist transformetion of rural sreas, eliminate
the remaining features of the feulallsm which was prevalent before the Revolution, and bridge
the gap betwean rural and uwiben areas, giviag dus attention to the human elemeni and
to the oreation of muiusal confidence hetween the revelution and the rural pepulation on
the one hand and bebtween the revolutiony the mess orgunivations and ths agricultural ssctor
on the other hand. Democrstic practices have expanded znd deepened in the countryside, and
the contribution of the peasants to pelitical Life has been developed through profeasmional
organizationg. Farmers® organigations and agricaulfural cooperatives have an important role
and a leading position in Iragi agriculture. They work actively for the welfars of the
peasants, for repid sgricultural socializt transformstion, Tor justice in the rurel community,
for the ahandonmenti of old furmulas sad ingtructions and for the adoption of modern and
effective methods of agricultural development in our country.

Wational development is an important issue in our souniry, as in other developing coun-
trica, which give it a high degree of prierity after their political and economic iudependences
The Reveolution is deeply aware of the jmportance of development Tur better sconomic, political
end goclal conditions in the country. We have made svailable all the physical, homan aud
moral prerequisites necessaly to ecoclerate nutiomel development, in the light of the repost
of the Highih Hationsl Conference of the Baath Party and the directives given by Ltz lesdere
ship regurding development projests in gensral and in delail, simed a4t bwilding = Geveloped
aad solld naticnal econcmy cupable of reising stendsads of 1iv1ng and of liberagting the
national coonomy and vesourves from Foreigl influence. Invesiment and sovings ore Linked
with consamption and development requisements; @Xporis ave wipendeld and dLVqui(l@ic

i

Cne of the lmportant areas that revedved great suppori from the Revolution iz Joremtzy.
The General Foresiiy Depavtinent haz been considerably sirangthened t¢ snable it to oarzy out
its dutiss of meamaging =ad ovgeaising the natural forests with & view to their conservetion,
developmeat and mtilfsmmlonv and, srearing industrizl Toremia in irvigated avess of the vallsy:y
for the bettermsnt of lecal conditions. The Depertment cocpersbtes with leczl adninigirotlon
and with the namagement of differeat egzriculivwal projects in the proviaces for the oresition

# o Tranglated from thz Arablc



of recreation parks, the planting ol %rees along public roads and of windbreaks for field
protection, the fization of sand dunes and the esfablishment of green belts around urban end
industrial cenitres. It alsc produces geedlings which, after afforestation projects have

heen satisfied, are diebrilbuted at nominal prices smong public and private bodies. The
Department also concerns itself with applied studies and research in all areas of forestry
development. The two rssearch centres of Arbil and Baghdad conduct research and experiments
in all matters relabing to the oreaiion, menagement and utilisation of forests and the intro-
duction of new varieties of ecconomically-tseful trees for reproduction in the couniry. Thase
two cendres maintain close relations with other seientific institutions in the country for
joint activities and studies., We are proud to indicate the atteniion devoted by the Baath
Party to suppoerting and developing univergities and professional ingtitutions for the pre—
peration of the technical vadrsg. The Porestry Department of the University of Mosul makes
an effective contributicn in this respect by gradusting foresiry speclalists, Tiis open o
other Arab students, as it allocabes two plaves every year for such students, who enjoy equal
vights with their Iragi colleagues. This Department is the first to have undertsken such

an arrangsment.

If we look &t the features of Torvestry development in our country we notice a gualita~
tive and quantitative development. In the field of preparation of manpowar, there is now
a centre for intermediate technicians. In the field of expanding the area of forests, this
has now gbtained 47 000 donums, including the area brought under afforestation duving the
ourrent season. The area planited Lo trees from the establishment of the Department in +the
fifities until 1968 was 12 312 donums and the production of seedlings amounted to 9 millions
the total preduced since the Revolution is 22 million sesdlings. The area of natural forests
was 2,000 donums before the Revoluticn; it has now reasched 13 000 domumg. It is hoped %o
produce 17 million seedlings in 1975. This indicates the rapid development and the qualita-
tive expansion of production. The funds aliccatbed to the Forestry Department have risen
from less ‘than one million dinars fo the fen million dinars envisaged for next year.

Mention ghould alge be made of the great attention given by the Revolution to the
agricultural sector as a whole. The Higher Agriculitural Gouncil has been established to
plan the activities of the secltor. Public organizaiions have been created in the fields of
agricultural mechanization; land reclamation and agricultural development. The financing
of agriculture has been given importance, farmers recelving support in cash ard kind for
increased and impreved production. The capital of $he Agricultural Cooperative Bank has been
raised from six million dinars prior to the Reveolution to the present 25 million dinars. It spends
more than eight million dinars per year 4o finance agricultural cooperatives, The Revolution

has alsc decided to reduce prices for sgricultural maechinery and eguipment and their oilas,
fertilizers and pesticides by 20 4o 50 percent.

All the requisites have been made available to support development projects and Livestock
and poultry projects. Services have been expanded for the vaceination, protection and ine
crease of livestock, for the diversification of crops, and for the expension of +the area under
oilseeds, according %o the needs of national industries and the necessity of inereaging yields.
The Hevolution has alsc been active in mechenimaetion of the countryside and in improvement
of the educational, ecomeomic, social and political level of farmers through literacy centred,
social gervice centres and ofher ewiension and education bodies spread throughout the rural
areas end working in full cooperation with local mass orgenizations. Veterinary services and
artificial insemination have alsc been expanded., Greater attention is given o natural pas-
Sures, the rehabilitation of wildlands, the provision of animal feed znd the increase of
poultry projects for the production of egge and mest,  Fish from marine fisheries is also
made available to consumers at suitable prices. Following the socialist principles of the
Revolution end the directives of the Pariy, emphasis is laid on collective production, the
expansion of collective and cooperative farms, and the strengthening and expansion of staie
farmg. Individual production, on the othexr hand, is given only a minor role.

Finally, I would like to mention that the Department of Forestry, with the asmsimtance
of the PAC/UNDP Foresiry Training and Resesrch Project; has establizhed a pilot experimental

laboratory in the Province of Arbil, where studiss and research are undertaken for the use
of forestz for local purposes.
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