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in an

earthquake

Keep drinking water 
stored in clean 
containers or tanks 
in preparation for 
emergencies.

Drink and prepare food 
only with bottled, boiled 
or treated water if unsure 
your tap water is safe.

Be alert to 
changes in water 
quality, and 
follow advice 
provided by 
government 
authorities.

Don’t drink water that 
is cloudy, muddy, or 
foul-smelling, or if you 
see mud on the  
well head.

DID 
YOU 
KNOW 

Heating water to a boil is enough to kill bacteria, viruses and 
parasites. But water polluted with fuel or toxic chemicals cannot be 
made safe through boiling or disinfection.

USE SAFE WATER
Why is it important? The seismic activity of earthquakes can create hazards by rupturing 
sewage pipes and damaging water infrastructure. This can pollute water sources with debris, 
harmful microorganisms, and chemicals. However, safe water is needed for drinking, food 
preparation, and hygiene.
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