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INTRCDUCTICN

1. The Latin American Forestry Commission ¢f the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the Unitad Nations (FAQ) held its Sixteenth Session in
Kingston from 18 to 22 April 1988 at the kind invitation of the Government of
Jamaica. The session was attended by delegates from the following Member
Nations: Argentina, Belize, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, France, Guyana, Jamaica, Mexico, Netherlands, Nicaragua,
Panama, Pery, Uruguay, Venezuela and the United States of America; abservers
from Canada, Dominica, Grenada and Saint Lucia; representatives of the World
Food Programme, the United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations
Environment Programme, and the World Bank; and observers from the Caribbean
Community, the Cartagena Agreement Board, the Central-American Bank for
Econcmic Integration, the Centro Agrondmico Tropical de Investigacidn y
Ensefianza, the Inter-American Development Bank, the Inter-American Institute
for Cooperation on Agriculture, the Organization of American States, and the
S8wedish International Development Autheority. The full list of participants is
given in Annex B. '

2. The Director-General of FAO, Mr. Bdouard Saocuma, was represented at the
session by Dr. Marco Flores Redas, Assistant Director-General, Forestry
Department. Mr. Ryran Thelen, FAQO Regional Forestry Officer, acted as
Secretary. The Sixteenth Sessicn was inaugurated by the Minister of
Agriculture of Jamaica, the Hon. Dr. Percival Broderick.

PROCEDURAL MATTERS

(a) Adoption of Agenda

3. The Provisional Agenda of the Commission (see Annex A) was adopted.
The documents submitted to deleqates for ccnsideration are listed in Annex C.
(b) Election of Officers

4.‘ In accerdance with Articles II-1 and II-5 of its Rules of Procedure,

the Commissicn elected a Chairman, three Vice-~Chairmen and a Rapporteur. The
following merbers of the Commission were unanimcusly elected:

Chairman: : Roy Jones {(Jamaica)

Vice~Chairmen : J. Castillc (Nicaragua)
0. Carrero {(Venezuela)
O. PRosado (Belize)

Rapporteur ; J.B. Cardefia {Mexico)

THE STATE OF FORESTRY IN THE REGICN

Country Reoorts

5. The Commission noted the efforts made in several countries to assess
the contribution of the forestry sector to the Gross Damestic Product, and
observed that the limitations of the national accounting svstem often made it
difficult to estimate this contribution accurately., Thers was a considerabls
potential for increasing the development impact of forestry activitiss.
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6. The Commissicn stressed the need to forge closer links between the
forestry sector and related sectors, particularly agriculture. It was
emphasized that forest management should be based on an integral approach,
with mulciple use of (e resources, particularly in watersheds. The
Commission was also informed of progress made in the period October 1986 -
March 1988 in updating the legal framework for institutional structures in
Member Nations such as Argentina, Belize, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Uruguay and
Venezuela. Mention was also made of the marked trend toward decentralization
of activities and territorial regiornalizaticn in project execution.

7. Many countries underlined the need for rural community participation in
production, protection and rehabilitation of the forest resource as a
fundamental element in the contribution of forestry activities to rural
development. In the same context, the Commissicn recognized the importance of
training and of adapting the institutiocnal framework to promote rural pecple’s
participation.

8. The Commission was also informed of the efforts of scme countries to
obtain external financial support for their forestry development pregrammes,
and mention was made of the need for greater coordination of international
assistance and cooperation among develcping countries.

9. The Commissicn was also informed of the conditions often involved in
bilateral cooperation programmes, which limited their potential.
Strengthening mltilateral action could help to balance the international
cooperaticn system, allowing countries greater freedom to choose between the
various ccoperation alternatives,

THE TROPICAL FCRESTRY ACTICN PLAN

16. The Commission noted with satisfaction the progress made in executing
the Tropical Forestry Action Plan, and also the very positive response of
countries in the region to this initiative. The Commission underlined the
crucial importance for the success of national initiatives under the Action
Plan of ensuring a high degree of political commitment. This commitment
should be based on a thorcugh understanding of the real contributicn of the
forestry sector to national socio-economic development in terms of empleoyment
and income, food security and other national development priorities.

11. The Commission recommended that efforts be intensified in each country
to heighten the awareness of policy-makers and planners, and to enccurage
their commitment to the launching of national forestry action plans along the
lines of the strategies proposed in the Plan.

12, The Commission expressed its support for the coordinating role played
by FAO in implementing the Action Plan. The Commission recommended that FAQ
continue to promote awareness and understanding of the Action Flan among
political decision-makers in order to generate a greater degree of ccmmiiment
and support for its executicn. The Commission alse emphasized the importance
of the ccerdinaticn and cooperaticn promoted by P20 with financial and
technical assistance agencies to give gresater imgetus to the execution of the
Action Plan.

MOBILIZATICN OF FINANCIAL RESCURCES FOR REGICNAL FCRESTRY DEVELCPMENT
13, The Commission examined the specific problems of forestry investment

and explored possible ways of sclving them and thus incrsasing the flow of
funds and the efficiency of financing mechanisms.
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14, The Commission stated that much of the impact of Zorestry activities
was made outside the sector (externalities) and that many financial decisions
were also taken in neon-forestry circles. It was therefore necessary, in
planning foreshery activities, to ksar in mind the intzr-sctions with other
sectors of the economy and to bring financial prepesals more closely into line
with naticnal development priorities. To this end, not only financial aspects
but alsc naticnally important factors, such as employment and availability of
foreign currency, should be analysed. The Commission also pointed cut that
forestry activities should be included as an integral component of - -broader
development programmes. This would make it possible to take advantage of
indirect external effects, with more flexible and efficient use of funds.
Sectoral level financing should be considered as a promising alternative in
many cases.

15. The Commission also stated that it was time to breaden the conventicnal
idea that forestry activities produced only wood, The wide range of goods and
services provided by forest resources could make projects and programmes more
attractive financially, and diversification of products would help to reduce
uncertainty and ensure a quicker return on investment.

i, The Commission recommended that Governments support research on
miltiple use and integrated management of forest resources so that projects
could be designed with a view to raising levels of finacial and eccnomic
profitability. It was considered that financial flows to forestry could be
increased by the following measures, among others:

(1) developing methodologies to estimate more precisely the effects of
forestry activities so as to increase their visibility and therefore the level
of political support;

{ii) developing procedurss to take account, in financial proposals, of
the value of the intangible impact of forestry activities and also of non-wocd
products;

{1ii) designing guidelines to bring the effects of forestry activities
mere closely into line with national development pricrities;

(iv) analysing ways of reducing the uncertainty involved in forasstry
investment, incliuding uncertainty due to the high rates of inflation in scome
countries of the regicn.

17. The Commission suggested that, insofar as possible, FAO conduct studies
of representative cases of succesful forestry investments in order to identify
the financial problems encountered, the solutions devised and the results
achieved. The findings of this analysis cculd be subtmitted for fuller
discussion at the next session of the Commission. The Commission reccmmended
that FAO promote the review and strengthening of its forestry training
programmes to include social aspects and financial analyses. This would give
forestry officers greater opportunities %o contribute to the financial
planning of forestry programmes and projects and at the same time facilitate
communication with natienal and international financing bediss.

i8. The Commission, noting that financing institutions recsived relatively
few proposals in the field of forestry, reccmmended that forestry institutions
redouble their efforts te train forestry officers in designing investment
projects.

l9, Taking into account the financial characteristics of forestry projects,
the Commission urged these financing institutions that had not already done so
to consider sericusly the feasibility of establishing firancing lines
specially for forestry activities.
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INTRA-REGIONAL TRADE IN POREST PRCDUCTS

20. The Commission pointed cut that an important factor in the prﬂference
for trading with developed countries, freguently to the detriment of
intra-regional trade, was the need to cbtain export earnings in hard currsncy.

21, The Cormission also noted that trade flows toward developed countries
were facilitated by the existence of bigger and more effective credit systems.
The Commission stressed the importance of transport conditions and costs in
internaticnal trade flows and the disadvantages of coastal shipping, mainly in
Central America, compared with conference lines which dominate links with the
industrialized countries. Coastal trade introduced greater uncertainty and
other censtraints that made it comparatively less atiractive,

22. The Commission also noted the high cost of equipment and spare parts
used in transporting forest prcducts, and urged Governments to support the
development of alternative transport systems and procedures with a lower input
of capital goods.

23. The Commeission stressed that trends in intra-regional trade in forest
products were influenced by a series of factors and conditions beyond the
sphere of direct action by forestry authorities. Greater familiarity with the
more general conditions of intra-regional trade was therefore needed to
identify the potential for increased flows of forest products.

REVIEW OF 1986-87 ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMME OF WORK AND BUDGET FOR 1988-89

24, The Commission took note of the modification in the structure of the
Forestry Department’s Programme of Work for the biennium 1988-89 through the
systematic integration of rural development orientaticns in the thres
technical forestry programmes. The Cormission underlined the special
importance of coordination and execution of the Tropical Forestry Action Plan
and support fer the new trends in forestry develcpment under the Plam.

25, The Commission also emphasized the importance of updating estimates of
tropical forest rescurces.

26, The representatives of some regional and sub-regional organizations
indicated that their pricrities and programmes in the £ield of forestry were
the same as those of FRO, and reaffirmed their readiness to ¢ollaborate with
the Organization, particularly in the executicn of the Tropical Forestry
Action Plan in Latin America and the Caribbean.

FORESTRY TFIELD ACTIVITIES IN THE REGION

27. The Commission took note of the trends in the FAQ Forestry Field
Programme in recent years and reccgnized the favourable prospects cpsned up
for it by the Treopical Forestry Acticn Plan.

8. The Commission expressed concern over the reduction in UNDP funds
channelled te the regicn and the forestry sector in particular and hopsd that
this situaticn would nct affect the promotion of efforts under TFAP,

29. The Ccmmissicn recognized that the degree of development atrtained by
the regicn justified fuller use of naticnal capacities znd the stepping up of
assistance programmss in the light of the development needs of each country.
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30. The Commission agreed that the alioccation of prioritiss was the
sovereign responsibility of governments, and the relevant institutions in the
sector should therefore use their best endeavours teo ensure that forestry
programmes received the priority they deserved.

ACTIVITIES OF SUSSIDIARY BODIES OF THE COMMISSICON

31. The Commission was informed by the Chairman of the Committee on
Forestry Research of the work conducted by the Committee since the last LAFC
Session. One impertant item was the preparaticn of a document containing data
on vields from plantations of eight major species in the regions. The
Committee requested FAC assistance in publishing it.

32, The Commission recognized the importances of research in the executicn
of the Tropical Forestry Action Plan, and of the contribution the Committes
could make in this connection. The Commissicn took note of & list of projects
proposed by the Committee.

FORESTRY ACTION PLAN FCR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIEREAN

33, In accordance with the recommendation made at its Fifteenth Session,
the Ccmmission held a special meeting on the Forestry Action Plan for Latin
2merica and the Caribbean prepared by FAD with a group of perscnalities from
the region specially invited by FAO. The list of participants is shown in
Annex B. This group adopted a Declaration on the Acticn Plan which was
considered and endorsed by the Commission. The text of the Declaration is
attached as Annex D.

34. The Commission adopted the Action Plan presented as a standard
framework for the region. The Commission noted that the Action Plan provided
general working guidelines and that it would have to be adapted to the
specific conditions in each country. In this connection the Commission was
informed of several examples of execution of the Action Plan at national level
that were at present under way.

35, Attention was drawn to the special ccnditions of some Caribbean
naticns, which reguired an approach tailored for this sub-region. It was
mentioned that, at the request of the Secretariat-General of CARICOM, an
international mission was being organized to adapt the Acticn Plan to the
specific conditions of Caribbean nations.

3s. The Commission recommended that FAQ establish a =system for
disseminating information on experience gained in the execution of the Plan.
It emphasized that the Action Plan constituted a major cppeortunity for
cenducting horizontal cooperation activities and programmes.

37. The Commission stressed the cverwhslming imcortance of cobtaining
adequate financing for the execution of the Acticn Plan and, from among the
various alternatives available, selected for analysis extsrnal debt
substituticn systems in accordance with existing mechanisms in each country.
The Commission considered that this was a very complex subject and required
further study and analysis,

38. The Commission underlined the impertance of censerving the forest
zcosystem in such a way as to maximize benefits for the local pecople. It also



-8 -

drew attention to the ccnsiderable export potential of forest products and
théir contributicn to diversification of exporis from countries in the region.

39. The Commission recommended that FAO submit the Action Plan for Latin
America and the Caribbean to the next FAQO Regicnal Conference with a view to
its adoption as an integral component of the Action Plan for Agricultural
Development in Latin America and the Caribkean.

40. The Commissicn, as part of its efforts to promeote the Action Plan at
political level, sent a telex tc the meeting of Ministers of Agriculture of
Central America, Mexico and the Dominican Republic that was heing held in
Managua, Nicaragua. The communication called on Ministers to continue and
intensify support for forestry activities and therefore to promote resolutely
the Tropical Forestry Action Plan.

MATTERS TO BE REFERRED TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COMMITTEE CN FORESTRY

41, The Commission requested that the Declaration of the Meeting of the
Forestry Action Plan for Latin america and the Caribbean as well as the Plan
itself be referred to the attenticon of the Committes.

OTHER BUSINESS

4z, Considering that from the 25-29 April a High Level Meeting on
Environmental Management spensored by the Ministerio de Ambiente y los
Recursos Naturales Rencvables of Venezuela and the United Nations Envircnment
Programue would be held in Caracas, the Commission requested that a message be
sent to the meeting requesting their support for the Forestry Action Plan for
Latin Armerica and the Caribbean.

43. The Commission emphasized the contribution of the FAQ supported
technical cooperation networks in the forestry sector and recommended that a
new network be established on Integrated Forest Management. Ths Commissicn
recognized that FAO did not have sufficient rescurces available to support
additional networks and requested that it approach bilatesral and multilateral
crganizations to seek the nscessary assistance.

44, The Commissicn noted the need for increased participaticn of peasant
organizations in the implementaticn of the Tropical Forestry aAction Plan and
recommended that FAO collect information on the contribution of these
organizations to the Plan and support a regional meeting on the subject.

45, Une delegation pointed cut the need to strengthen the lecislativa
foundation cf the forestry sector and suggested that a regional meeting to
deal with this matter be organized.

DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSICN
46 . The delegaticon of Venezuglia invited the Commission teo held its 17th
Session in that country. The Commission thanked the delegation for the offer

and requested that the Secrestariat transmit it to the Director-General of FAQD
for decision after ccnsultation with the relevant authorities,

ADOPTION OF THE REZCRT

47. The draft report presented by the Secratariat was adcopted.
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REPRESENTATIVES OF UNTTED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES
REPRESENTANTS DES NATIONS UNTES E7 INSTITUTIONS SPECTALISEES

Programa Mundial de Alimeatos/World Food Programme/
Programoe alimentalre mondial

M. DESTA

WFP Assistant Representative
World Food Programe

1~3 Lady Musgrave Road
Kingston 5, Jamaica

Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Desarrollo/United Nations Development
Progracme/ Prograume des Nations [nies pour le Développement

C. LANKESTER

Principal Technical Adviser
UNDP

New York, U.S5.A.

J. TUIT )

Junior Professional OGfficer
UNDP Representation in Jamaica
1, Lady Musgrave Road
Kingston 5, Jamaica

Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente

United Nationms Enviromment Programme
Togramme des Natons Unies pour l'envircnnement

§. BRICENO

Coordinator, Caribbean Environment Programme
14-20 Port Roval St.

Xiagston, Jamaica

Ranco Mundial/World Bank/Rangque moundiale

J. HEIDEBROEX

Agriculturist

Agriculture Division for the Caribbean
World Bank

Washington D.C. 20433, U.S5.A.
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OBSERVADORES DE LAS ORGANIZACIONES TNTERCUBLRNAMENTALES
OBSLAVERS FROM IATERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
OBSERVATEURS DES CRGANISATIONS INTERGOUVERNEMENTALES

Banco Intreramericanc de Desarrcllo/Inter American Development Bank/
Bancue Interamericaine de Développement

K. KEI?PI

Forestry Specialist
Inter-American Development Bank
1300 New York Avenue H.W.
Washington D.C. 20577, U.S8.A.

Banco Centroamericanc de Integracidn Econdmica/Central American Bank for
Economic Innteeration/Banque Centraméricaine d4°Intégration Economique

P. RIEDA
Promotor Agricela, BCIE
Apr. 772

Tegucigalpa, Honduras

Comunidad del Caribe (CARICOM)/Caribbean Community (CARICOM)/Commumaut® desg
Caraibe (CARICOM)

R.M. GORDON

Q0fficer im Charge

Agricul tural Development Secticn
CARICOM Secretariat

P.0. Box 10827

Gagrgetown, Guyana

Centro Agrdnomico Tropical dz Tnvesticaci®na v Ensefanza/Tropical Agricultural
Research and Trazining Centre/Centtre Agronomicue Tropical de Recherche et
d'Enseicnement

J.G. FLORES ZODAS

Jefe, Programa Manejo Integrado de Rscursos Naturales
CATIE

7170 Turrialba, Costa Rica

M.A. MUSALEM

Silvicuifor Principel
CATIZ

7170 Turrialba, Costa Rica

Institute Interamericano de Cooperacidn para la Agricultura/Intar—-American
Institute for Cogperation on Agriculture/Institut interamericaia de
coovgration pour llagriculturs

J. JCRWITCH

IICA Rspresentative in Jamaica
P.C. Box 349

¥ingston 6, Jamaica
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Junta del Acuerdo de Cartagena/Commission of the Cartagena Agreement/Conseil
de 1'zeccord de Carthasane

d. HOEEISEL

Consultor, JUNAC - CEE
Proyecto PRID=~Madera
Cagilla 18-1177

Lima 18, Perq

Organizacidn de los Estados Americznos/Organization of American States/
Organisation des Etats Americains

N. MITCHELL
Director
3 Barbados Avenue
. New Kingston, Jamaica

Oficina Central Sueca varas la ayuda internacional {ASDI)/Swedigh Tnternational
Davelopment Authoritv (SIDA)/Office central suddolis pour l'aide au
développement interumational (SIDA)

A. TQSTERUD

Ingeniero Forestal, ASDI (Suacia)
Haggviksv. 12

19150 Sollentuna, Swaden

C. KUYLENSTIERNA
Ingeniero Forastal, ASDT
St. Olofsg. 10A

5753221 Uppsala, Sweden
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ORGANIZACION DE LAS NACTONES UNTIDAS PARA LA AGRICULTURA Y LA ALIMENTCION
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
CRGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES POUR L'ALIMENTATION ET L'AGRICULTURE

M.A. FLORES RODAS
Subdirector Gemeral
Departamento de Montes

M.R. DE MONTALEMBERT
Jefe, Servicio de Politica v Planificacidn
Departamento de Montes

A. CONTRERAS
O0fiecial Principal Forestal
Departamento de Montes

M. PAVERI ANZIANT
Oficial Forestal
Subdireccidn de Easefianza,
Empleo e Instituciones Forestaleg
Departamento de Montes

K. THELEN

Qficial Regional Forestal
FAQ

Casilla 10095

Santiago, Chile

C. FORNARI

Ofiecial Regional de Informaciones
Oficina FAO

Casilla 10095

Santiago, Chile

Sra. R.S5. Borelli
Asistente de reunicnes
Departamento de Montes

Sra. §. STORTL-LOPEZ
Assistente del Parsonal
Departamento de Montes

Traductoras: Sra. F. ANGOY
F. CROZON

Iaterpratas: Sra. D. ADAMS
2. BOEGLIY
M, CAMPBELL
Sra. J. DURANA
Sra. A. INSANALLY
Sra. M. XATUTMAN-PINTO
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LISTA DE PARTICTPANTES EN LA SESICON ESPECTAL SO3RE

EL PLAN DE ACCION FORESTAL EN LOS TROPICRS

PARL AMERICA LATINA Y EL CARIBE

Kingston, Jamaica, 21 de abril de 1988

PEDRD E. QLMOS MORALES

Subdiractor General

Ministerio de Ganaderia, Agricultura vy
Pesca

Constituyente 14746

Montevides, Uruguay

ITALO ROSSI BANCHERO
Gerents, Departamento Forastal

Fundacidn Chile
Cagilla 773, Santiago, Chile

JOSE HERMUSA

Vice Ministro de Recursos Naturales ¥
Desarrollo Rural

Av. Salaverry s/n

Edificio Ministerio de Trabajo

Lima, Peru

ALEXIS GOMEZ GUILLEN

Prasidente de la Camara Naciozal de
tmpresarios Forestales (CANEFOR)

San Jos2, Costa Rica

JULIO CESAR CASTILLO

Director General

Instituto Nicaragiense de Recursos
Naturales v del Ambiente (IRENA)

Apdao. ¥o. 5123, Managua, Nicaragua

CARLOS AQUINO GONZALES
Presidente, Consejo Asesor Iberto—
americanc de la Juvenrud Rural
Apda. 711, Santc Demiago

Rapublica Dominicana

J. PALMER

Parliamentary Secratary
Ministry of Agriculture
Kiagston, Jamaica

R. JONES

Dirzctor of Forsstry and Soil
Conservation

Miniscry-of Agriculture

Xingston, Jamaica

CARTOS YZIREGUIL

Eabajador Arzentino en la Repdblica
Arabe da Egipto

3 Salsh Avoub ZavaleX

Cairn, Egipnto

J. MENDOZA AMAYA
“Ei Uaiversal”
Izurbide 7

México D.F., México

DEAN LINDO

Minister of Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture
Belmopan, Balize

FRANCISCO FIGUEROA

Ministro de Planificacldn,
Coordinacidn y Presupuesto

Apartado 1327

Tagucigalpa, Honduras

TEQOFILO DE LA TORRE

Viceministro de Recursos ¥Naturales,
Energia y Minas

Bex 5462, San Jos®, Costa Riga

J.L. DARRAIDQU

Asesor Ticnico

Servicio Agrario Internacicnal

Secretaria de Agricultura, Ganaderia
Pesca

Pageo Colon 932

Buenos Airas, Arzentinsz

o

R.M. GORDOY

Officer in Charge

agricultural Developmant Sectiosn
CARICCM Secretariat

7.0. Bow 10827

Georgetown, Guyana

CHARLEISWORTH TABOR
agriculturs Officer
OECS Secrztariat
P.0C. Box 822, St. John's, Antizus
M.A. TLORES ¥
bt ¢ General
Baparcamento de Montas
TLALO.
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A. CONTRERAS
Oficial Prinmcipal Forastal

Departamento de Moutes
F.ALD.

M. PAVERI ANZTANT

Ofiecial Forestzl

Subdireccifn de Ensefianza, Empleo e
Institucicones Foraestales

Departamento de Montes

F.A.C.

K. THELEN

0ficial Regional Forestal
F.A.C.

Casilla 10095

Santiago, Chile

C. LANKESTER

Principal Technical Adviser
UNDP

Jew York, U.S.A.

RALPH ROBERTS

Director, Forestry Sector
CIDA

200 Promenade du Portage
Hull , Quebec, Canada

S.H. KUNKLE

Coordinator, International Liaison

USDA Forast Service {Iaterumational
forestry)

7.0. Box 96090 .

Washington, D.C. 2009C0-6050, U.S.A.
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ANNEX C

LIST OF DOCUMENTS

Agenda Item  Code Title
2 FO:LAFC/88/% Provisiconal agenca
5 FO:LAFC/88,/2 Progress in the implementation of the
Tropical Foresstry Acticn Plan
7 FQ:LAFC/B8/3 Intra~regional trade in forest products
& FO:LAFC/88,/4 Mobilization of financial resources for

regional forestry development

3 FO:LAEC/88/5 FAQ Forestry activities: review of
1986-87 biennium and Programme of Work and
Budget for 1988-89%

g FC:LArC/88,/6 Porestry field cperations in the region

Background document

11 FO:LAFC,/88/2 Suppl. Forestry Action Plan for Latin America and
the Caribbean

Informaticon documents

FO:LAFC,/B8,/Inf.1 Information note
FO«LAFC/88/Inf.2 Provisicnal timetanle

FC:LAYC,/88,/Inf.3 List of decuments



AMNEX D

DECLARATION CF THE MEETING CN THE FORESTRY ACTICN PLAN
FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIDBEAN

21 April 1988

In association with the Sixteenth Sessicn of the Latin American
Forestry Commission, a specially convened meeting of personalities from the
regicn, held in Kingston, Jamaica, on the Tropical Forestry Action Plan,
analysed the critical forestry situation in the region and its connecticn with
the econcmic crisis.

The meeting notsd that:

deforestation over the last 30 years has affected an area egqual to
that of Mexico, and 7 million ha are deforested every year;

250 million people use fuelwoocd to cook their food, and in
increasingly extensive areas supplies are already running short;

32 million people will be'unemployed in 1990, rmany of them in
conditions of poverty and dependent on the forest rescurce for their
survival;

the region’s external debt will in 1995 amcunt to some 700 thousand
million US dollars;

170 million pecple will, in the year 2000, ke living in conditiconms
cf critical poverty, leading to over-exploitaticn of natural
resources;

an additional population of 160 million pecple will, in the year
2000, need ancother 30 million ha for agricultural crops;

the indiscriminate explcoitaticn of tropical forests in Latin America
and the Caribbean is directly linked to urban and rural poverty,
eccnomic cpportunities missed, envirormental degradation, and the
loss of genetic rsources;

the extreme conditicns of poverty and unemployment in the region are
in sharp contrast with the extent and pctential of its natural
resources.

Censidering that the forestrv sector:

constitutes an slement of paramount impertance for the subsistence
and develooment of human teings;

contributes to the preducticn of cther sectors, particularl:
agriculiurs;

ensures soil and water conservaticn for sustained devalorment;



- and, threugh 1ts develceoment prospects, makes and appreciable
centribution to the economic and secial growth of our countries,
leading to adequate internal supplies, food sscurity and increass
forestry exports, thus helping to alleviate the crushing burden of
external debt.

The meeting, bearing in mind this extremely serious situation,

DECLARE 3:

{a) that there is an urgent need for goverrments, political sectors,
technical, research and academic corganizations, representatives of
private concerns, cocoperatives and rural communities, peasant
families, trade unions and every other kind <f non-governmental
organizaticn to become aware ¢f the situation and join forces to
plan, manage and rationally use forest rescurces;

(b} that it i{s indispensable that governments formulate and/or
intensify poliices for the sustained develcpment of forestry
activities;

(c} that the preparation and application of adeguate legal and
institutional instruments are fundamental to the recrganizaticon
and raticnalizaticn of forestry administrations;

{d} that the allocation of sufficient public and private rescurces at
national and international level is essential te encourage the
participation of all sectors connected with forestry activities.

with the help of the proposed mechanisms, governments should be able to
meet the basiz needs of peasant families and thus ensure their support for
forestry activities.

In pursuance of these propesals, the meeting reccmmended that the
Tropical Forestry Acticn Plan be adopted as a valid and adeguate instrument
for the conservaticn and efficient use of forests in the rsgion and, in
particular, for the integraticn cf forestry activities in agricultural
development.
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Argentina Honduras

Barbados Jamaica

Belize Mexico
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France United States of America
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