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Key Messages
Prices of millet and sorghum are falling in local markets which, coupled with good harvests, are improving food access.

Recent al-Qaida terrorist acts have raised security concerns in certain regions of the country.

Food security is improving, but international agencies are still concerned with an alarming situation of hunger whereby an 
estimated 1.8 million people are food insecure.

The government has put in place measures through December 2010 to support the population affected by the food crisis.

Background
Niger’s total population is 15.29 million with an annual growth rate of 3%. The population living below the poverty line of 1$ PPP per day is 
estimated to be 65% while 20% is reported to be undernourished. According to WHO, only 9% of the population has access to improved 
sanitation.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2009 (WB) 15.29

Population growth rate - 2009 (WB) 3%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2009 (WB) 660

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2005 (MDGI) 65%

Rural population - 2009 (WB) 83%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2003 (WB) 39%

Prices

Cereals: Millet prices in Niamey steadily went down from 
September prices (200 CFA/Kg) and stabilized at 160 CFA/Kg 
in Nov/Dec 2010. Contrary to this, rice (imported) prices 
showed a more volatile and increasing trend, ranging between 
370 CFA/Kg in Sept and 400 in Dec.  In recent months 
sorghum prices were also volatile, but in December prices (160 
CFA/Kg) were 9% lower than prices in October (175 CFA/Kg). 
Rice prices in Niamey in December were at 790.73 USD//T, 
some 87% above the international price of Rice Thai A1 Super 
(422.25 USD/T).
Livestock: In pastoral areas, good animal body conditions 
have lead to improved terms of trade for pastoralists.

Source: GIEWS National basic food prices data and analysis tool

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005/2007 (FAO) 20%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 60%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 5%

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 9%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2008 (WHO) 52

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 48%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2009 (WHO) 0.8%

Food Security Situation Assessment
Food access has improved thanks to good agricultural 
production. However, the effects of the food crisis due to 
climatic hazards still affect 1.8 million people. The food crisis 
particularly affected children. The prevalence of global acute 
malnutrition (GAM) among children under five years of age, 
although decreased from 16.7% to 15.5% between June and 
November 2010, remains above the emergency threshold of 15
%. Emergency nutrition and feeding schemes were 
implemented; the Blanket Feeding operation helped 686,000 
children under-two years with free food rations until December 
2010 in 38 food insecure districts. GIEWS describes 
widespread lack of access to food. FAO estimates moderately 
high undernourishment and IFPRI reports the situation of 
hunger as alarming.

CURRENT EMERGENCY ASSESMENT
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With a gross cereal production estimated at over 5.5 million tons 
(41 percent above the five-year average) and a very good 
cowpea production of about 1.9 million tonnes, food access is 
currently ensured by own-production. ...more
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FAO Hunger Map classifies all countries of the world into five based on % of population 
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Niger

Vegetation Condition

At the middle of the dry season, normal to very good vegetation 
conditions are observed throughout the country. The general 
indicator of vegetation condition provided below is the relative 
difference between the NDVI for December 2010 and the 
average of the last 10 years, calculated on the agricultural 
zones derived from the Cropland Use Intensity dataset (USGS, 
1988).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period

Sowing Maize (Irrigated - Sahel and Sahel Sudan zones)

Growing Wheat

Harvesting Sorghum (Sahel Sudan zones)

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

Insecurity is brought on by al-Qaida kidnappings in Niger 
northern regions. These events are threatening to compromise 
the country's elections, scheduled for January, aimed at 
returning to democratic rule after the February 2010 military 
coup. In October Niger voted in a constitutional referendum 
designed to ease the transition.

Refugees and IDPs 2007 2008 2009

Total in the country 338 344 357

Total outside the country 1104 1067 1102

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 01/12/2010.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Flood 2010-08-01 Tillaberi 1/3

Flood 2009-09-21 Agadez 1/3

No Earthquakes - - -

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.

Food Balance Sheet

The 2010 cereal production is estimated to be at a record level 
of 5.6 million tonnes, representing about 60% increase over the 
2009 harvest (3,5 million tonnes) and some 41% over the five 
year average (3,8 million tonnes). Imports for 2010/11 
marketing year are set at 357,000 tonnes compared to 413,000 
tonnes in 2009/2010.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

The Government, with the help of UN agencies and NGOs is 
assisting the population with cash assistance programs, and in-
kind food aid to poor food insecure households. FAO provided 
13,000 tonnes of animal feed and distributed over 3,400 tonnes 
of quality seeds, covering 94% of affected villages. Thanks to 
good harvest, part of the surplus is planned to replenish stock 
which were depleted after the 2009/10 food crisis.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures n.a.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) Cash assistance programs; In-kind 
food.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

Nutritional crisis and challenges for revival: in the ...
UNDP supports Niger elections
Niger : Évaluation de la recherche agricole
Niger: Recent developments in agricultural research
Les conflits, crises et points de tension en Afrique

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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