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Ukraine - A rural woman feeding her chickens

Introduction

The Framework for Gender-Responsive Livestock Development was jointly developed by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI), 
the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) and the World Bank to support the planning 
and implementation of gender-responsive policies, projects and investments related to the development 
of the livestock sector.

It is not intended to replace the gender strategies of individual organizations, but rather to provide an overarching 
framework to support the formulation of action plans and guidance documents contributing to gender equality 
and women’s empowerment through livestock development.

The document includes:

•	 a list of important terminology; 

•	 a vision statement;

•	 a set of guiding principles;

•	 three technical sections covering gender responsiveness within three important aspects of livestock 	
	 sector development – research, policy development and project delivery; and

•	 A section addressing the enabling environment needed to support gender-responsive livestock 	
	 development. 
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Empowering women and girls is essential to achieving 
gender equality and for the sustainable development of 
the livestock sector.

Women’s empowerment and gender equality create inclusive, 
sustainable and resilient livelihoods for everyone.

EMPOWERED WOMEN
BOOST LIVESTOCK

DEVELOPMENT

LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT 
OFFERS KEY ENTRY POINTS 

TO SUPPORT WOMEN’S 
EMPOWERMENT 

AND GENDER EQUALITY

Why livestock?

•	 Livestock are more easily accessed and controlled 
by women than other assets

•	 Livestock can be used as mobile banks by women 
who lack other assets

•	 Livestock are easily transportable after domestic 
conflict and during crisis situations

•	 Livestock can be an important daily source of income  
and nutritious food 

Our vision
Achieving gender equality for and through 
livestock development to build a world free 
from hunger, malnutrition, poverty and inequality.
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Kenya - A woman gives water to her livestock at a water point
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Ghana - A woman in business selling her eggs
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Viet Nam - A woman sells meat in a market close to Hanoi






























