April 2022 TC-VGT/2022/Inf.4

z : J:o = Food and Agriculture Organisation des Nations MpopoBoNbCTBEHHAS W Organizacion de las dohio
RER Organization of the Unies pour |'alimentation  cenbckoxo3siiicTBeHHas opraHu3aLvs Naciones Unidas para la dclyjllg dide dll

KA EHR United Nations et |'agriculture 06beanHeHHbIX Haumit Alimentacion y la Agricultura 6aaiall @oill

e

Technical Consultation on Voluntary Guidelines for Transshipment

Rome, 30 May to 3 June 2022

REPORT OF THE THIRTY-FOURTH SESSION OF THE
COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES

Documents can be consulted at https://www.fao.org/iuu-fishing/tools-and-initiatives/transshipment/en/




\v/ Food and Agriculture
M Organization of the

United Nations

Report of the Thirty-fourth Session of the

NFIF/R1336 (En)

FAO
Fisheries and
Aquaculture Report

ISSN 2070-6987

COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES

Rome, 1-5 February 2021






FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Report No. 1336 NFIF/R1336 (En)

Report of the Thirty-fourth Session of the
COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES

Rome, 1-5 February 2021

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
Rome, 2022



Required citation:
FAO. 2022. Report of the Thirty-fourth Session of the Committee on Fisheries. Rome, 1-5 February 2021. FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture
Report No. 1336. Rome. https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8322en

The designations employed and the presentation of material in this information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever
on the part of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) concerning the legal or development status of any country,
territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. The mention of specific companies or
products of manufacturers, whether or not these have been patented, does not imply that these have been endorsed or recommended by
FAO in preference to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned.

The views expressed in this information product are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of FAO.

ISSN 2070-6987 [Print]
ISSN 2707-546X [Online]
ISBN 978-92-5-135636-4
© FAO, 2022

©0Rle

Some rights reserved. This work is made available under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 IGO licence
(CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO; https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo/legalcode).

Under the terms of this licence, this work may be copied, redistributed and adapted for non-commercial purposes, provided that the work is
appropriately cited. In any use of this work, there should be no suggestion that FAO endorses any specific organization, products or services.
The use of the FAO logo is not permitted. If the work is adapted, then it must be licensed under the same or equivalent Creative Commons
licence. If a translation of this work is created, it must include the following disclaimer along with the required citation: “This translation was
not created by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). FAO is not responsible for the content or accuracy of this
translation. The original [Language] edition shall be the authoritative edition.”

Disputes arising under the licence that cannot be settled amicably will be resolved by mediation and arbitration as described in Article 8 of
the licence except as otherwise provided herein. The applicable mediation rules will be the mediation rules of the World Intellectual Property
Organization http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/mediation/rules and any arbitration will be conducted in accordance with the Arbitration Rules of the
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL).

Third-party materials. Users wishing to reuse material from this work that is attributed to a third party, such as tables, figures or images, are
responsible for determining whether permission is needed for that reuse and for obtaining permission from the copyright holder. The risk of
claims resulting from infringement of any third-party-owned component in the work rests solely with the user.

Sales, rights and licensing. FAO information products are available on the FAO website (www.fao.org/publications) and can be purchased
through publications-sales@fao.org. Requests for commercial use should be submitted via: www.fao.org/contact-us/licence-request. Queries
regarding rights and licensing should be submitted to: copyright@fao.org.


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo/legalcode
mailto:publications-sales@fao.org
http://www.fao.org/contact-us/licence-request
mailto:copyright@fao.org

il

PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT

This is the final version of the report as approved by the Thirty-fourth Session of the Committee on
Fisheries, held from 1 to 5 February 2021.

ABSTRACT

The Thirty-fourth Session of the Committee on Fisheries (COFI) was held from
1 to 5 February 2021.

The Committee:

a) commended FAO for the 2020 State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture (SOFIA) publication.
Requested FAO to consider, in future SOFIA reports, methodological improvements to better
reflect the regional status of fish stocks recognizing efforts to rebuild stocks, and increasing the
number of stocks with assessments, while ensuring the integrity of the time series.
Recommended a robust and participatory peer review process, and to share the report with
Members well in advance of publishing;

b)  endorsed the 2021 COFI Declaration for Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture to renew its
commitment to the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, recognize the transformations
in the sector since the endorsement of the Code, and refocus priorities to secure the long-term
sustainability and resilience of the sector;

c¢) called on FAO and COFI Members, consistent with the COFI Declaration for Sustainable
Fisheries and Aquaculture, to bring fisheries and aquaculture fully into the discussions during
the preparation of the United Nations Food Systems Summit;

d) endorsed the reports of the 10th Session of the Sub-Committee on Aquaculture and the
17th Session of the Sub-Committee on Fish Trade;

e) recommended further development of the Global Integrated Sustainable Aquaculture
Programme (GISAP);

f)  supported the need for an FAO Action Plan on antimicrobial resistance (AMR) for
2021-2025, based on robust scientific evidence and risk analysis, including training and the
capacity building needs of Members;

g)  welcomed the publication of the report on The State of the World’s Aquatic Genetic Resources
for Food and Agriculture and recommended the further development of a draft Global Plan of
Action for Aquatic Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture;

h)  welcomed the holding of the Global Conference on Aquaculture Millennium+20 in Shanghai,
China (22-27 September 2021);

i)  welcomed the further development of the voluntary Guidelines for Sustainable Aquaculture in
2021 as a tool towards further development of national policies for the aquaculture sector and
requested FAO to consider guidance for concrete actions for the sector — according to national
contexts, capacities and priorities — on the social, economic and environmental dimensions of
sustainable development and on climate change adaptation and mitigation;

j)  requested FAO to continue providing technical support in the framework of negotiations on
fisheries subsidies carried out in the World Trade Organization (WTO);

k)  requested FAO to continue supporting Members in the development and implementation of
national plans of action to combat Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing;

D) expressed strong support for FAO’s scientific advice to the Codex Alimentarius Commission,
reiterating the need for appropriate funding;

m) called for FAO to continue cooperating with the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (JUCN);
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p)

Q)

t)

)

aa)

bb)

emphasizing the importance of accurate data to support decision-making, and the relevant
function of FAO in collecting, analysing and disseminating statistics, requested that FAO
continue to assist Members in strengthening statistical capacity and delivery of data, especially
in data-poor situations, as well as in integrating innovative technologies;

welcomed the Draft Vision and Strategy for FAO’s Work in Nutrition and appreciated its
comprehensive consultative development process;

requested FAQ’s support in capacity development, and stressed the need to strengthen gender
equality, and gender and youth empowerment issues within the strategy;

noted the importance of sustainable and inclusive ocean economies, the further implementation
of'the FAO Blue Growth Initiative in support of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
and requested additional information on the proposal for a voluntary Blue Ports Network for
the development of coastal areas in collaboration with Members and relevant organizations;
requested increased work in relation to support for small-scale and artisanal fisheries and to
intensify support to Members;

expressed its commitment to the International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture
(IYAFA) in 2022 and recommended promoting the importance of small-scale and artisanal
fisheries and aquaculture in relevant events;

welcomed the progress that Members have made in fulfilling their flag, port, coastal and market
state responsibilities, as well as the increase in the number of Parties to the Agreement on Port
State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal Unreported and Unregulated (IUU)
Fishing (PSMA), but stressed that further efforts are needed to address the challenges faced in
combatting IUU fishing;

recognized the role that the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport Vessels,
and Supply Vessels plays in the implementation of the PSMA and other international
instruments and initiatives, and called for the further development of the Global Record;
called upon FAO to proceed with developing draft voluntary guidelines for the regulation,
monitoring and control of transshipment, and to convene an expert consultation to review the
draft;

commended FAO for the work in developing the FAO Technical Guidelines on Methodologies
and Indicators for the Estimation of the Magnitude and Impact of IUU fishing, and called for
FAO to keep progressing on the development of these technical guidelines;

commended FAO on its work on achieving sustainable fisheries and aquaculture through
collaborative approaches with relevant global and regional organizations, bodies and initiatives
and requested FAO to continue strengthening such work;

requested FAO, within its mandate, to continue providing technical advice and relevant
information, including on the objectives and implementation of existing fisheries instruments,
in the process of deliberation on an international legally binding instrument under the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the conservation and sustainable use of marine
biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction (BBNJ);

underscored the central role of Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs) and
Regional Fisheries Advisory Bodies (RFABs), within their sphere of competence, in the
implementation of international fisheries instruments, such as those aimed at combatting [UU
fishing;

emphasized the importance of safety at sea and working conditions in the fisheries sector and
welcomed the close cooperation between FAO and the International Labour Organization
(ILO) and the International Maritime Organization (IMO), including through the Joint Working
Group on IUU fishing and related matters, and requested FAO to further strengthen
international cooperation on occupational health and safety issues in the fisheries and
aquaculture sectors and to promote decent work for fishers and fish workers;

requested FAO to enhance technical guidance on mainstreaming climate adaptation and
mitigation in fisheries management and aquaculture development;
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welcomed the Action Plan for the Implementation of the FAO Strategy on Mainstreaming
Biodiversity across Agricultural Sectors (2021-2023);

noted the relevance of other effective area based conservation measures (OECMs) to achieving
a number of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and global biodiversity targets, and
requested that FAO produce and disseminate practical guidelines to support Members in their
identification and implementation;

requested that FAO continue to work with CITES and related fora, to help ensure that decisions
made in these fora and their implementation are based on the best scientific information
available and relevant technical information;

noted the important role that RFABs, RFMOs and other regional initiatives play in
mainstreaming biodiversity in the conservation and sustainable use of aquatic resources, and
requested FAO to strengthen its support to them in this arena;

agreed to continue a transparent and inclusive consultation process on the proposal of the
establishment of a new sub-committee on fisheries management, under the leadership of the
Chairperson of COFI, and looked forward to a proposal being submitted at COFI 35;
welcomed the development of a new FAO Strategic Framework (2022-31), and called upon
FAO to fully include fisheries and aquaculture under the four new Aspirations of Better
Production, Better Nutrition, Better Environment and Better Life;

endorsed the identified fisheries and aquaculture priority areas of work for the biennium 2020—
2021;

recommended that the relevant FAO Governing Bodies duly consider integrating actions
identified in the 2021 COFI Declaration for Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture;
reaffirmed the importance of FAO’s role in collecting, analysing and disseminating statistics
on fisheries and aquaculture, including gender disaggregated data when possible, and requested
FAO to inform Members on additional needs to improve data collection systems, in particular
for small-scale and artisanal fisheries and aquaculture;

urged FAO, in collaboration with its partners to promote the importance of fisheries and
aquaculture in relevant events and initiatives;

urged FAO to promote good experiences and practices, including through
South-South and Triangular Cooperation in the fisheries and aquaculture sector;

expressed its support for the International Platform for Digital Food and Agriculture,
and requested FAO to ensure that the activities of the International Platform include issues
related to digital technology applications on fisheries and aquaculture, and further requested
FAO to develop a solid funding concept for the International Platform based on voluntary
contributions, and continue developing and refining its terms of reference for further review by
the Programme Committee and the FAO Council,

approved the progress report of the MYPOW 2018-2021 and draft MYPOW 2020-2023 with
several recommendations, and underlined the importance of the timely preparation of the
documents;

elected the Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons of the 35th Session of COFI; and

agreed that the 35th Session of COFI would be held in Rome from 5 to 9 September 2022.
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OPENING OF THE SESSION

1. The Committee on Fisheries (COFI) held its Thirty-fourth Session from
1 to 5 February 2021. The session was convened virtually, on an exceptional basis, in light of
the global COVID-19 pandemic and the associated public health concerns and constraints. This
followed consultations by the Bureau and endorsement by the Committee Members on the
alternative arrangements for the holding of the session virtually.

2. Prior to beginning its deliberation, the Committee confirmed that the virtual meeting
constituted a formal regular session of the Committee. The Committee agreed to apply its Rules
of Procedure and practices to the conduct of this session and to suspend any rules that may be
incompatible with the virtual meeting for the purposes of this session. The Committee also
agreed to the application of any special procedures or amended working modalities as may be
required for the efficient conduct of the session.

3. The session was attended by 96 Members of the Committee, by observers from 12 other
FAO Member Nations, the Holy See and Palestine, and one Associate Member of FAO, by
representatives from ten specialized agencies of the United Nations and by observers from 30
intergovernmental organizations, two organizations from the Consultative Group on
International Agricultural Research (CGAIR) and 32 international non-governmental
organizations. A list of delegates and observers is attached as Appendix B.

4. Mr Sidi Mouctar Dicko, Chairperson of the 34th Session of COFI, opened the session
and welcomed the participants.

5. Dr QU Dongyu, Director-General of FAO, inaugurated the meeting and delivered a
statement. The text of the statement is attached in Appendix D.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE SESSION

6.  The Committee adopted the Agenda and Timetable for the session with an addition of
Agenda item 17.2: Republic of Korea Progress Report on the Pilot Partnership Programme for
the establishment of the World Fisheries University. The Agenda adopted is attached as
Appendix A to this Report. The list of documents that were placed before the Committee is
attached as Appendix C.

7.  The Committee expressed disappointment with regards to the late circulation of the
session documents and the availability of the documents in all official languages.

DESIGNATION OF DRAFTING COMMITTEE

8. The following Members were elected to the Drafting Committee: Argentina, Cabo Verde,
China, Indonesia, Netherlands, Norway, Panama, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Spain, Sudan
and United States of America. New Zealand chaired the Drafting Committee.

STATUS, TRENDS, EMERGING ISSUES AND INNOVATIVE RESPONSES TO
ENSURE RESPONSIBLE AND SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES AND
AQUACULTURE: BUILDING BACK BETTER

9. The Committee:

a) highlighted and emphasized the vital role of FAO regarding fisheries and aquaculture,
and stressed the need to enhance the emphasis and visibility of fisheries and aquaculture
within the Organization;



b)

d)

2)

h)

3

k)

)

m)

2

commended FAO for the 2020 State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture (SOFIA)
publication, including the addendum on the impacts of COVID-19, and reiterated that
SOFIA serves as the benchmark publication for global status and trends in fisheries and
aquaculture;

requested FAO to consider, in future SOFIA reports, additional information and
methodological improvements to better reflect the regional status of fish stocks,
recognizing efforts to rebuild stocks and increasing the number of stocks with
assessments, while ensuring the integrity of the time series. Furthermore, the Committee
also recommended a more robust and participatory peer review process, and to share the
report with Members well in advance of publishing;

called on FAO to engage more actively in international processes, offering its fisheries
management and aquaculture expertise, including through the development of technical
guidance, to support climate change mitigation and adaptation, marine conservation, and
sustainable and inclusive ocean economies;

reiterated the importance of operational and harmonized national data collection systems
to support decision-making processes;

highlighted the anticipated benefits of implementing innovative solutions and
collaboration through, for example, the FAO’s Hand-in-Hand Initiative;

while welcoming the progress made in some regions, expressed concern for the
continued deterioration of the status of marine fish stocks at global level, and
emphasized the need to improve fisheries management based on the ecosystem approach,
including through building capacities and strengthening the link between decision-
making on fisheries management and the best available science;

called on FAO and COFI Members, consistent with the COFI Declaration for
Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture, to bring fisheries and aquaculture fully into the
discussions during the preparation of the United Nations Food Systems Summit;

highlighted the importance of reaching an outcome in World Trade Organization (WTO)
negotiations to prohibit certain forms of fisheries subsidies that contribute to
overcapacity and overfishing, and eliminate subsidies that contribute to Illegal,
Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing, and the need to refrain from introducing new
such subsidies, recognizing that appropriate and effective special and differential
treatment for developing and least developed countries should be an integral part of the
WTO fisheries subsidies negotiations;

underscored the importance of sustainable aquaculture in meeting future food demand
and in achieving sustainable food systems, and stressed the contribution of small-scale
and artisanal fishers and fish farmers in this regard;

recognized the progress made in the implementation of the Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fisheries (the Code) since its adoption, whilst noting that further
improvements are needed;

called on FAO to continue supporting Members to overcome challenges in
implementing the Code, especially in view of the added complexities posed by the
COVID-19 pandemic;

called on FAO to cooperate with relevant regional and international organizations
working in areas related to fisheries and aquaculture for increased coordination,
consistency and harmonization of information requests to limit the reporting burden
placed upon Members;



n)

0)

3

called on FAO to continue to preserve the core purpose of the questionnaire in
monitoring the implementation of the Code, while noting that it can also be used to
support Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) indicator reporting; and

endorsed the 2021 COFI Declaration for Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture
(attached as Appendix E) to renew its commitment to the Code and refocus priorities to
secure the long-term sustainability and resilience of the sector.

DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE TENTH SESSION OF THE
COFI SUB-COMMITTEE ON AQUACULTURE, TRONDHEIM, NORWAY
23-27 AUGUST 2019

10.

d)

)

h)

)

The Committee:

endorsed the report of the last session of the COFI Sub-Committee on Aquaculture (COFI:AQ);

recommended further development of the Global Integrated Sustainable Aquaculture
Programme (GISAP), including an implementation plan, considering middle-income
countries;

noting the fast growing aquaculture sector, called on FAO and its Members for increased
recognition and support to the development of sustainable aquaculture, including small-
scale and artisanal aquaculture;

encouraged continued collaboration between FAO, the World Organisation for Animal
Health (OIE) and the World Health Organization (WHO) on Antimicrobial Resistance
(AMR). The Committee supported the need for a FAO Action Plan on AMR for 2021
2025, based on robust scientific evidence and risk analysis, including training and the
capacity building needs of Members;

encouraged the development of a multi-donor assisted long-term component of GISAP
on aquaculture biosecurity including collaboration with OIE;

welcomed the publication of the report on The State of the World’s Aquatic Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture;

recommended the further development of a draft Global Plan of Action for Aquatic
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, and continuation of the development of a
global information system, including a registry of farmed types;

welcomed the holding of the Global Conference on Aquaculture Millennium+20 in
Shanghai, China (22-27 September 2021) and encouraged all Members to participate in
this Conference;

warmly welcomed the kind invitation of the Government of Mexico to host the 11th
Session of the COFI:AQ in Mérida, Mexico (15-18 November 2021); and

welcomed the further development of the voluntary Guidelines for Sustainable
Aquaculture in 2021 as a tool towards further development of national policies for the
aquaculture sector, including through the organization of regional consultations towards
their development. In that context, the Committee requested FAO to consider guidance
for concrete actions for the sector — according to national contexts, capacities and
priorities — on the social, economic and environmental dimensions of sustainable
development and on climate change adaptation and mitigation.
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DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SEVENTEENTH SESSION OF
THE COFI SUB-COMMITTEE ON FISH TRADE, VIGO, SPAIN,
25-29 NOVEMBER 2019

1.

a)
b)

d)

)

h)

3

k)

)

The Committee:

endorsed the report of the last session of the Sub-Committee on Fish Trade (COFI:FT);

recalled the crucial function of COFL:FT as the global forum solely dedicated to the
discussion of technical and economic aspects of international trade in fisheries and
aquaculture products;

underlined the importance of rules-based, open, non-discriminatory and equitable
international trade of fisheries and aquaculture products, through cooperation in relevant
regional and multilateral fora. Any associated trade and technical measures should be
transparent, based on scientific evidence and must not create unnecessary barriers to
trade or undermine conservation measures;

reiterated the importance of having small-scale and artisanal actors effectively
participating in international trade, including by encouraging more opportunities and
market access for small-scale and artisanal fisheries and aquaculture;

emphasized the importance of accurate data to support decision-making and the relevant
function of FAO in collecting, analysing and disseminating fisheries and aquaculture
statistics;

called on FAO to continue the work to develop fisheries and aquaculture-specific,
voluntary, non-binding practical guidance on social responsibility in the fisheries value
chains, based on existing international instruments and guidelines, in cooperation with
relevant specialized agencies and stakeholders;

supported the continuation of trade-related fisheries and aquaculture services work using
a value chain perspective;

recognized the positive collaboration between FAO, WTO and other relevant
international organizations, focusing on core elements in trade of fisheries and
aquaculture products;

requested FAO to continue providing technical support in the framework of negotiations
on fisheries subsidies carried out in the WTO;

requested FAO to continue supporting Members in the development and implementation
of national plans of action to combat [UU fishing;

expressed strong support for FAO's scientific advice to the Codex Alimentarius
Commission, reiterating the need for appropriate funding, including through multi-year
voluntary contributions, as well as for continued collaboration with the OIE; and

called for FAO to continue cooperating with the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), including the provision of scientific and technical
advice on proposals and issues relating to the listing and implementation of such listing
of commercially exploited aquatic species.
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CONTRIBUTION OF FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE TOWARDS ACHIEVING
THE 2030 AGENDA

12.

a)

b)

)

h)

3

k)

The Committee:

underlined the contribution of fisheries and aquaculture to food security and nutrition,
and towards achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, including
synergies and interlinkages with other SDGs beyond and within SDG 14;

requested FAO to continue to assist Members in strengthening statistical capacity and
delivery of data, especially in data-poor situations, as well as in integrating innovative
technologies;

noted that selected information submitted through the FAO Questionnaire for
Monitoring the Implementation of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries was
used for reporting on SDG indicators 14.6.1 and 14.b.1, subject to validation by
Members;

noted that the COVID-19 pandemic has intensified data scarcity problems, jeopardizing
timely policy responses;

highlighted that Members would require additional human and financial resources to
strengthen independent data collection, monitoring and reporting, and welcomed the
establishment of the FAO Multi-Donor Umbrella Programme to fill capacity gaps in
national statistical systems;

noted the importance of science and evidence-based measures in the sustainable
management of all fish stocks;

stressed the importance of increasing availability, affordability and access to consumers

of safe and healthy aquatic food products throughout the value chain, and the role of
small-scale and artisanal producers in this regard. At the same time, it recalled that all
trade measures must be consistent with WTO rules;

emphasized that according to WHO, the international trade of animals and animal
products is not contributing to the spread of COVID-19. There is currently no
scientifically based evidence that humans can be infected with COVID-19 through food,
including fish and fish products, or the packaging in which they are stored. In this regard,
Members were encouraged to refrain from imposing restrictive measures, and the need
to avoid unnecessary barriers to trade was emphasized;

welcomed the Draft Vision and Strategy for FAO’s Work in Nutrition and appreciated
its comprehensive consultative development process. The Committee emphasized the
need to strengthen the critical role of aquatic foods in national plans and action for
sustainable food systems, food security and nutrition;

emphasized the need to improve data and scientific evidence on the role of aquatic
products in healthy diets to support policy and action, including advocacy. The
Committee requested FAO’s support in capacity development, and stressed the need to
strengthen gender equality, and gender and youth empowerment issues within the
strategy; and

noted the importance of sustainable and inclusive ocean economies, and the further
implementation of the FAO Blue Growth Initiative, in support of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. It took note and requested additional information on the
proposal for a voluntary Blue Ports Network for the development of coastal areas in
collaboration with Members and relevant organizations
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SUPPORTING SMALL-SCALE AND ARTISANAL FISHERIES

13.

a)

b)

d)

g)

h)

The Committee:

reaffirmed the fundamental role of marine and inland small-scale and artisanal fisheries
for achieving the SDGs and, in particular, SDG 14.b to eradicate hunger and poverty;
achieve food security and improve nutrition; secure sustainable food systems,
sustainable resource utilization and sustainable livelihoods; and reiterated the
importance of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries
in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF Guidelines) as a tool for
that purpose;

recognized that COVID-19 has had a particularly negative impact on small-scale and
artisanal fisheries and aquaculture, and stressed the need to provide the appropriate
support and foster resilience for the sustainable development of this sector;

commended FAO on progress of the implementation of the SSF Guidelines under the
FAO SSF Umbrella Programme and related activities. It reiterated the importance of
continuing FAO’s efforts and encouraged seeking synergies and interlinkages with
global, regional and national processes and relevant organizations;

requested increased work in relation to support for small-scale and artisanal fisheries
with: 1) better access to markets; ii) fair access to fishing rights, considering potential
impacts of competing sectors and activities; iii) improved legal frameworks;
iv) strengthened small-scale and artisanal fisheries organizations; v) improved gender
equality and gender and youth empowerment; vi) use of information and communication
technology; and vii) reduction of food loss and waste;

appreciated the efforts to improve data collection and analysis, and affirmed the
usefulness of the Illuminating Hidden Harvests (IHH) study to better understand the
challenges and the opportunities facing small-scale and artisanal fisheries and improve
related livelihoods through better policies and participation of stakeholders;

requested FAO to intensify support to Members by building on the IHH study, using its
findings and conducting further analyses, and to develop capacity on small-scale and
artisanal fisheries’ data and information, in particular at the national and regional level;

reiterated its support for the Global Strategic Framework in Support of the
Implementation of the SSF Guidelines and for FAO to further develop the knowledge-
sharing platform and monitoring system for the implementation of the SSF Guidelines;

expressed its commitment to the International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and
Aquaculture (IYAFA) in 2022, welcomed the proposed planning roadmap and invited
countries and partners to be part of the activities; emphasized the opportunity to focus
attention on the role of small-scale and artisanal fisheries and aquaculture in poverty
eradication, ending hunger, food insecurity and all forms of malnutrition; also
emphasized the need for [YAFA to increase awareness and understanding of this sector
for the social and economic development of coastal communities and the provision of
food of high nutritional value, sustainable use of natural resources, and COVID-19
response and recovery; recognized that [IYAFA would also create a positive narrative
through promoting partnerships, effective participation of small-scale and artisanal
producers and exchange best practices, technical assistance and capacity building, taking
into account the diverse nature of small-scale and artisanal fisheries and aquaculture;
and

recommended promoting the importance of small-scale and artisanal fisheries and
aquaculture in relevant events, such as: the United Nations Ocean Conference, United
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Nations Decade of Action on Nutrition, United Nations Food Systems Summit,
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biodiversity, Our Ocean Conference and
the Tokyo Nutrition for Growth Summit 2021, among others, and encouraged
collaboration with the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable
Development and the United Nations Decade of Family Farming.

COMBATTING ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED (IUU) FISHING

14.
a)

b)

d)

)

h)

The Committee:

welcomed the progress that Members have made in fulfilling their flag, port, coastal and
market state responsibilities, but stressed that further efforts are needed to address the
challenges faced in combatting IUU fishing;

welcomed the increase in the number of Parties to the Agreement on Port State Measures
to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate IUU Fishing (PSMA) and the growing global
commitment for its effective implementation, and encouraged further adherence to the
Agreement;

expressed appreciation for the technical assistance provided by FAO to developing states
and Small Island Developing States to effectively implement the PSMA and
complementary international instruments and regional mechanisms, as appropriate, to
combat [UU fishing through the Global PSMA Capacity Development Programme and
encouraged FAO to continue reinforcing the Programme;

voiced support for the outcomes of the Second Meeting of the Parties to the PSMA,
Santiago, Chile (3—7 June 2019), noting the role of FAO as Secretariat to the Agreement,
and welcomed the convening of the Third Meeting of the Parties to be hosted by the
European Union from 31 May to 4 June 2021, and encouraged Members to attend, as
appropriate, and Parties to respond to the questionnaire which aims to monitor the
implementation of the Agreement;

reiterated the key role of information exchange in combatting [UU fishing and welcomed
the continuation of the work on the development of the PSMA Global Information
Exchange System by FAO;

recognized the role that the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport
Vessels, and Supply Vessels plays in the implementation of the PSMA and other
international instruments and initiatives, and called for the further development of the
Global Record and increased submission of information by Members on their fleets,
including periodic updates, as required;

expressed concern on the risks of inadequately regulated, controlled and monitored
transshipment in relation to IUU fishing, and welcomed FAO’s in-depth global study on
transshipment;

called upon FAO to proceed with developing draft voluntary guidelines for the
regulation, monitoring and control of transshipment, and to convene an expert
consultation to review the draft, followed by a Member-led negotiation process through
the convening of a technical consultation, with a view to forwarding these voluntary
guidelines to the 35th Session of COFI for endorsement;

noted that there are different types of transshipment operations, not all of which have
negative impacts on the sustainability of fisheries, and that consideration should be made
for regional specificities of transshipment operations; furthermore, emphasized that the
development of the draft voluntary guidelines for the regulation, monitoring and control
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k)

D
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of transshipment should strengthen existing regional mechanisms and practices, and
meanwhile Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs) should not delay
actions in this regard;

commended FAO for the work in developing the FAO Technical Guidelines on
Methodologies and Indicators for the Estimation of the Magnitude and Impact of ITUU
fishing, and encouraged their use. The Committee called for FAO to keep progressing
on the development of these technical guidelines;

recognized the important role that FAQO, the International Maritime Organization (IMO)
and the International Labour Organization (ILO) Joint Working Group (JWG) on
IUU Fishing and Related Matters, including on measures to attain safe, healthy and fair
working conditions and improve safety at sea, plays in engaging multiple agencies and
stakeholders, and supported the JWG’s recommendation to review the terms of reference
and develop rules of procedure for the JWG in cooperation with Members through COFI
Bureau; called on FAO to facilitate discussions with the Secretariats of ILO and IMO,
with a view to presenting them in a timely manner at the 35th Session of COFI and the
relevant IMO and ILO governing bodies for adoption, and encouraged FAO to develop
a process for COFI to consider the recommendations of the JWG;

reiterated the key role that RFMOs and Regional Fisheries Advisory Bodies (RFABs)
play in combatting IUU fishing and expressed appreciation for the actions undertaken to
strengthen conservation and fisheries management measures, and encouraged RFMOs
to increase cooperation to continue to strengthen these measures;

m) reiterated the importance of traceability schemes to combat [UU fishing, in line with the

n)

p)

Voluntary Guidelines on Catch Documentation Schemes and encouraged information
exchange on catch documentation;

considered the latest developments on the negotiations related to the regulation of
fisheries subsides at the WTO and encouraged FAO to continue providing technical
advice to the process;

encouraged further FAO efforts to support the achievement by Members of SDG 14.6
through the promotion of FAO related instruments and national plans of action to
prevent, deter and eliminate [UU fishing, where appropriate; and

highlighted the importance of technological innovations to strengthen monitoring,
control and surveillance of fishing operations.

DEVELOPMENTS IN GLOBAL AND REGIONAL PROCESSES RELATED TO
FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE

15.
a)

b)

c)

d)

The Committee:

noted with concern that the COVID-19 pandemic had affected many global and regional
processes related to fisheries and aquaculture, including RFMOs and RFABs;

noted further that countries were facing difficulties in participating in certain RFMOs’
meetings that have been organized virtually;

expressed concern that the Part VII Assistance Fund of the United Nations Fish Stocks
Agreement remained underfunded, and encouraged Members to make additional
contributions;

commended FAO on its work on achieving sustainable fisheries and aquaculture through
collaborative approaches with relevant global and regional organizations, bodies and



g)

h)

)

k)

D

initiatives, such as the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the United Nations
Environment Programme, CITES, WTO and IUCN, including the support to the United
Nations General Assembly related work on oceans and fisheries, the United Nations
Ocean Conference, the United Nations Decade on Ocean Science for Sustainable
Development and the United Nations Decade of Ecosystem Restoration, and requested
FAO to continue strengthening such work;

commended the regular participation of FAO in the process of deliberation on an
international legally binding instrument under the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea on the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of
areas beyond national jurisdiction and noted that the outcome of the negotiations of this
instrument may have implications for the implementation of fisheries instruments and
the role of fisheries institutions; requested FAO, within its mandate, to continue
providing technical advice and relevant information, including on the objectives and
implementation of existing fisheries instruments, noting that this process and its result
should not undermine existing relevant legal instruments and frameworks, as well as
relevant global, regional and sectoral bodies, as indicated in the United Nations General
Assembly Resolution (A/RES/72/249 paragraph 7);

called on Members to ensure the presence of fisheries and aquaculture experts within
their delegations at relevant international fora, both directly and indirectly related to
fisheries and aquaculture;

underscored the central role of RFMOs and RFABs, within their sphere of competence,
in the implementation of international fisheries instruments, such as those aimed at
combatting IUU fishing;

highlighted that RFMOs and RFABs play a key role in supporting and strengthening
fisheries science, fisheries management and monitoring, control and surveillance, at both
national and regional level,

called upon FAO to further increase its support to marine and inland RFMOs and RFABs,
including those bodies with a mandate on aquaculture, particularly in the strategic
reorientation of the Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission, the Fishery
Committee for the Eastern Central Atlantic, the Regional Commission for Fisheries, and
provide technical assistance to the establishment of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden
Aquaculture and Fisheries Organization;

reiterated its appreciation of the role of the Regional Fishery Body Secretariats
Network in supporting RFMOs and RFABs, and stressed that regional fishery bodies
should cooperate to ensure common approaches on a number of cross-cutting issues;

emphasized the importance of safety at sea and working conditions in the fisheries sector
and welcomed the close cooperation between FAO, ILO and IMO, including through
the JWG on IUU fishing and related matters; requested FAO to further strengthen
international cooperation on occupational health and safety issues in the fisheries and
aquaculture sectors and to promote decent work for fishers and fish workers; and

noted the developments in Latin America and the Caribbean of sport fisheries to generate
new opportunities for small-scale and artisanal fisheries, and highlighted the importance
for FAO to continue providing follow-up and support to work on this topic.
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ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE AND OTHER ENVIRONMENT-RELATED
MATTERS IN FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE

16.

a)

b)

)

h)

The Committee:

commended the work of FAO on climate change in fisheries and aquaculture, and noted
the progress made in supporting countries’ adaptation, resilience and mitigation
measures, underscoring the climate vulnerability of small-scale and artisanal fisheries
and aquaculture-dependent communities;

emphasized the relevance of cooperation between FAO and the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), and acknowledged FAO’s role
in the UNFCCC Ocean and Climate Change Dialogues;

requested FAO to enhance technical guidance on mainstreaming climate adaptation and
mitigation in fisheries management and aquaculture development, encouraged Members
to support the development of technical guidelines, and welcomed the offer of the
Government of Canada in this regard;

recognized the climate change mitigation potential of fisheries and aquaculture and
acknowledged the need to support the transition towards more carbon-efficient practices;

called on FAO to continue assisting Members, subject to their request, on the
implementation and updating of national determined contributions in accordance with
the Paris Agreement and national adaptation plans, and encouraged all Members to
ensure the fisheries and aquaculture sector is included in these instruments, as
appropriate;

reiterated its concern over the possible negative effects of marine plastic litter (MPL),
anthropogenic underwater noise, harmful algal blooms and invasive species, and
encouraged FAO to continue supporting Members with evidence and science-based
approaches;

in relation to abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear, encouraged FAO to
continue promoting the Voluntary Guidelines on the Marking of Fishing Gear and its
provision of capacity development at regional and national levels;

welcomed efforts to prevent and reduce MPL through the GloLitter Partnerships project
and the Global Ghost Gear Initiative, and encouraged FAO to continue its collaboration
with Members, IMO and other United Nations’ agencies, RFMOs, the private sector,
civil society and relevant international organizations; and

recognized the increased science-based knowledge on underwater anthropogenic noise
and encouraged FAO to assess its possible impacts, including its socio-economic
consequences, on marine resources in collaboration with relevant international
organizations such as IMO.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FAO STRATEGY ON BIODIVERSITY
MAINSTREAMING ACROSS FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE

17.

a)

The Committee:

recognized the important role of biodiversity in food production and the entire food chain,
sustainable livelihoods and the provision of ecosystem services, and recognized the
growing importance of conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in light of
increasing threats, pressures and shocks;



b)

d)

2

h)
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welcomed the Action Plan for the Implementation of the FAO Strategy on
Mainstreaming Biodiversity across Agricultural Sectors (2021-2023), noting that
revisions would be needed to incorporate new global goals and targets for biodiversity,
and address concerns over actions included in geographical indications and market-
oriented biosecurity;

appreciated FAO for its active participation in the process to establish a Post-2020
Global Biodiversity Framework (2021-2030) that would be adopted at the Fifteenth
meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD COP 15), and highlighted the concern that the ecosystem approaches to fisheries
and aquaculture was not recognized in the targets and indicators for the framework;

noted the importance of considering multiple effective time and area based management
tools, such as protected areas and other effective area based conservation measures
(OECMs) for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity;

noted the relevance of OECMs to achieving a number of the SDGs and global
biodiversity targets, and requested that FAO produce and disseminate practical
guidelines to support Members in their identification and implementation;

requested that FAO continue to work with CITES and related fora, to help ensure that
decisions made in these fora and their implementation are based on the best scientific
information available and relevant technical information;

commended FAO for the publication of the Guidelines to Prevent and Reduce Bycatch
of Marine Mammals in Capture Fisheries;

encouraged FAO to continue to actively engage with relevant international organizations
and processes, and to highlight the important and positive contribution of sustainable
use to biodiversity conservation; and

noted the important role that RFABs, RFMOs and other regional initiatives play in
mainstreaming biodiversity in the conservation and sustainable use of aquatic resources,
and requested FAO to strengthen its support to them in this arena

ENHANCING COFI DISCUSSIONS ON FISHERIES MANAGEMENT: PROPOSAL
FOR A NEW COFI SUB-COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

18.

a)

b)

The Committee:

noted the outcomes of the consultation process developed during the intersessional
period between COFI 33 and COFI 34;

recalled the importance of COFI’s mandate as the global intergovernmental forum where
major international fisheries and aquaculture issues and recommendations are discussed;
also acknowledged the importance of having technical discussions on fisheries
management before this theme is presented at COFI; and

agreed to continue a transparent and inclusive consultation process on the proposal of
the establishment of a new sub-committee on fisheries management, under the
leadership of the Chairperson of COFI, and looked forward to a proposal being
submitted at COFI 35.
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FAO’S PROGRAMME OF WORK IN FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE UNDER
THE FAO STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK

19.

a)

b)

)

h)

3

The Committee:

considered FAO’s Programme of Work in fisheries and aquaculture under the current
FAO Strategic Framework and appreciated the results achieved;

welcomed the development of a new FAO Strategic Framework (2022—-2031), and called
upon FAO to fully include fisheries and aquaculture under the four new Aspirations of
Better Production, Better Nutrition, a Better Environment and a Better Life;

encouraged FAO to also reflect on the importance of SDG 14 in the new Strategic
Framework and the significant role of FAO in achieving this goal, as part of the
indivisible 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;

welcomed the proposed Blue Transformation Programme under the new FAO Strategic
Framework and looked forward to additional information;

endorsed the identified fisheries and aquaculture priority areas of work for the biennium
2020-2021, and looked forward to considering them in the new FAO planning cycle,
noting the importance of the fisheries and aquaculture sector for livelihood improvement,
poverty alleviation, food security, nutrition and human health, and its interlinkages with
biodiversity conservation and sustainable use, among others, and the importance of an
integrated approach that balances trade-offs;

recommended the relevant FAO Governing Bodies duly consider integrating actions
identified in the 2021 COFI Declaration for Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture, as
well as additional actions concerning post COVID-19 response and recovery, as priority
areas, while examining the draft strategic framework and the Medium Term Plan, and
to improve the visibility of the sector within FAO;

reaffirmed the importance of FAQO’s role in collecting, analysing and disseminating
statistics on fisheries and aquaculture, including gender disaggregated data when
possible, and requested FAO to inform Members on additional needs to improve data
collection systems, in particular for small-scale and artisanal fisheries and aquaculture;

encouraged FAO to continue to strengthen its collaboration with relevant international
organizations, RFABs and RFMOs, to advocate the positive contribution of fisheries and
aquaculture to sustainable development, and avoid the duplication of efforts;

urged FAO, in collaboration with its partners to promote the importance of fisheries and
aquaculture in relevant events and initiatives such as: the United Nations Ocean
Conference, United Nations Food Systems Summit, United Nations Decade of Ocean
Science for Sustainable Development, United Nations Decade of Family Farming,
United Nations Decade of Ecosystem Restoration, United Nations Decade of Action on
Nutrition, Our Ocean Conference and the Tokyo Nutrition for Growth Summit, and
encouraged FAO and its Members to highlight the 2021 Declaration for Sustainable
Fisheries and Aquaculture, in that regard, and in particular in the framework of the
activities and celebrations of the IYAFA 2022; and

urged FAO to promote good experiences and practices, including through South-South
and Triangular Cooperation in the fisheries and aquaculture sector, in order to enhance
food security and nutrition.
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TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL PLATFORM FOR DIGITAL
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

20. The Committee:

a)

b)

expressed its support for the International Platform for Digital Food and Agriculture,
and requested FAO to ensure that the activities of the International Platform include
issues related to digital technology applications on fisheries and aquaculture, and create
synergies between International Organizations and stakeholders, while avoiding
duplication of efforts and activities; and

further requested FAO to develop a solid funding concept for the International Platform
based on voluntary contributions, and continue developing and refining its terms of
reference for further review by the Programme Committee and the FAO Council.

MULTI-YEAR PROGRAMME OF WORK (MYPOW) OF THE COMMITTEE

21. The Committee:

a)
b)

approved the progress report of the MYPOW 2018-2021;

underlined the importance of the timely preparation of the documents and requested to
keep the indicator “All COFI documents including SOFIA are made available in all FAO
languages at least four weeks before the session commences” in Paragraph 18(b) of the
draft MYPOW 2020-2023, including the annotated agenda, clarifying items for
discussion and decision;

recommended to utilize MYPOW to streamline agendas for COFI and its sub-
committees in consultation with the Bureau;

recommended to avoid duplication of work with other Governing Bodies and further
strengthen coordination with the respective Secretariats;

recommended, for follow up purposes, to monitor the implementation of
MYPOW 2020-2023 intersessionally and report, through a reporting matrix, on the
progress to the Bureau; and

recommended to add “...and the elaboration of new intersessional working methods
and/or the development of the proposed fisheries management sub-committee” at the
end of Paragraph 20(c) of the draft MYPOW 2020-2023. The revised MYPOW 2020-
2023 is attached as Appendix F.

ELECTION OF THE CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSONS OF THE
THIRTY-FIFTH SESSION OF COFI

22.

The Committee elected Mr Shingo Ota (Japan) as Chairperson. It also elected the

following six Vice-Chairpersons: Canada, Chile, Kuwait, New Zealand, Senegal and Spain.
On an exceptional basis, the Committee mandated the Bureau members to identify, from among
themselves, the member to serve as first Vice-Chairperson.
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DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION

23.  The Committee agreed that the 35th Session of COFI will be held in Rome from 5 to 9
September 2022.

DEVELOPMENTS IN FORA OF IMPORTANCE FOR THE MANDATE OF COFI

24. The Committee noted the information provided on developments in fora of importance
for the mandate of COFI.

REPUBLIC OF KOREA PROGRESS REPORT ON THE PILOT PARTNERSHIP
PROGRAMME FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE WORLD FISHERIES
UNIVERSITY

25. The Committee welcomed and appreciated the update provided by the Republic of Korea
on the Pilot Partnership Programme for the establishment of the World Fisheries University
and looked forward to receiving further information at the 35th Session of COFI.

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

26. The report of the Thirty-fourth Session of COFI was adopted on 5 February 2021.
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Basseterre

Desha SPELLEN

Fisheries Officer and Chair of the
Seabob Working Group

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Marine Resources

Basseterre

Jomesha STEWART

Planning Unit

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Marine Resources

Basseterre

HUNGARY

Péter LENGYEL

Head of Unit

Ministry of Agriculture
Department of Fish Farming
Budapest

Gébor RECZEY

Fisheries Expert

Ministry of Agriculture
Department of Fish Farming
Budapest

ICELAND

Stefan Jon HAFSTEIN
Ambassador

Permanent Representative to FAO
Rome



Stefan AMUNDSSON

Director

Association of Fisheries Iceland
Reykjavik

Brynhildur BENEDIKTSDOTTIR
Senior Advisor

Permanent Representation to FAO
Rome

Matthias Geir PALSSON

Special Envoy on Matters of the
Oceans

Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Reykjavik

Kristjan THORARINSSON
Advisor

Association of Fisheries Iceland
Reykjavik

INDONESIA

Artati WIDIARTI

Director General of the
Competitiveness Strengthening of
Marine and Fisheries Products

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Sakti Wahyu TRENGGONO

Minister for Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Basilio Dias ARAUJO

Deputy for Maritime and Energy
Sovereignty Coordination

Ministry for Maritime and Investment
Affairs

Jakarta

Tini MARTINI

Head of Legal and Organization
Bureau

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Desie Yudhia Rikmawatie
MUNGGARAN

Coordinator for Public Relations,
Cooperation, and Law

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta
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Rokhman Mohammad ROFIQ

Coordinator for Programmes

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Erna YUNIARSIH
Sub-coordinator for Cooperation
Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Esti ANDAYANI

Ambassador

Permanent Representative to FAO
Rome

Muhammad ZAINI

Acting Director General of Capture
Fisheries

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Slamet SOEBJAKTO

Director General of Aquaculture

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

J. S. George LANTU

Deputy Chief of Mission

Alternate Permanent Representative
of the Republic of Indonesia to
FAO, IFAD, WFP, and UNIDROIT

Rome

Hari PRABOWO

Director of Trade, Commodity, and
Intellectual Property

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Jakarta

Trian YUNANDA

Director of Fish Resources
Management

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Ridwan MULYANA

Director of Licensing and Fishers

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Tinggal HERMAWAN

Director for Fisheries Seeds

Minister of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Arik Hari WIBOWO

Director of Cultivation Business and
Production

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Agung Tri PRASETYO

Head of the Bureau of Public
Relations and International
Cooperation

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Caka AWAL

Counsellor

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome

Ida Ayu RATIH

Agricultural Attaché

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome

Novi Dwi RATNASARI

Staff of the Directorate of Trade,
Commodity, and Intellectual
Property

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Jakarta

Turman Hardianto MAHA

Coordinator of Fisheries Distribution

Monitoring Group

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Aulia Riza FARHAN

Coordinator of Control Center

Operation Group

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Arif HIDAYATULLAH

Coordinator of Law, Cooperation, and
Public Relations Group

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Sitti HAMDIY AH

Coordinator for Regional and
Multilateral Cooperation

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta



Nona Gae LUNA

First Secretary

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome

Anindita LAKSMIWATI

Sub-Coordinator for UN Cooperation

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Hary CHRISTIJANTO

Capture Fisheries Production
Manager

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Muhammad FEBRIANOER

Cooperation Analyst

Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries

Jakarta

Agnes Rosari DEWI

Third Secretary

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome

Fathia Maryam PERDATA

Staff of the Directorate of Trade,
Commodity, and Intellectual
Property

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Jakarta

IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF)

Shahin GHORASHIZADEH

Attaché

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome

ITALY

Riccardo RIGILLO

Director General for Maritime
Fisheries

Ministry of Agricultural, Food and
Forestry Policies

Rome

Mauro BERTELLETTI

Officer

Ministry of Agricultural, Food and
Forestry Policies

Rome
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Mauro COLAROSSI

Officer

Ministry of Agricultural, Food and
Forestry Policies

Rome

Nicoletta DE VIRGILIO

Expert

Ministry of Agricultural, Food and
Forestry Policies

Rome

Ilaria FERRARO

Expert

Ministry of Agricultural, Food and
Forestry Policies

Rome

Lorenzo MAGNOLO

Officer

Ministry of Agricultural, Food and
Forestry Policies

Rome

Massimo RAMPACCI

Expert

Ministry of Agricultural, Food and
Forestry Policies

Rome

JAPAN

Shingo OTA

Deputy Director
Fisheries Agency Japan
Tokyo

Hideki MORONUKI

Director Fisheries Negotiations
Fisheries Agency Japan

Tokyo

Naohito OKAZOE

First Secretary

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome

Kento OTSUYAMA

Official

International Affairs Division
Fisheries Agency

Miwako TAKASE

Councillor

Resources Management Department
Fisheries Agency

Takaaki UMEDA
Assistant Director
International Affairs Division
Fisheries Agency

JORDAN

Fayiz KHOURI

Ambassador

Permanent Representative to FAO
Rome

Mohammad AL SHABBAR

Minister Plenipotentiary

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome

Laith OBEIDAT

First Secretary

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome

Khalil AMRO

Head of Fish and Bee Department
Ministry of Agriculture

Amman

Suad AQEL

Head of Fish Division
Ministry of Agriculture
Amman

Samer AHMAD

Animal Production Directorate
Ministry of Agriculture
Amman

Reima DUBAYAH
Permanent Representation to FAO
Rome

KENYA

Micheni J. NTIBA

Principal Secretary

State Department of Fisheries,
Aquaculture and Blue Economy

Nairobi

Jackline YONGA

Ambassador

Permanent Representative to FAO
Rome

Daniel MUNGAI
Director General

Kenya Fisheries Service
Nairobi

Teresa TUMWET

Agriculture Attaché

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome



Tobias OGWENO

First Secretary

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome

Siti MOHAMED

Second Counsellor

Permanent Representation to FAO
Rome

Michelle HOLI

Third Secretary

Permanent Representation to FAO
Rome

Lucy OBUNGU

Fisheries and Blue Economy
Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock,
Fisheries and Cooperatives

Nairobi

KUWAIT

Yousef JUHAIL

Counsellor

Permanent Representative to FAO
Rome

Salah AL BAZZAZ

Technical Advisor

Permanent Representation to FAO
Rome

Manar AL SABAH

Attaché

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome

Sultan ALOTAIBI

Third Secretary

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome

LATVIA

Normunds RIEKSTINS

Director of Fisheries Department
Ministry of Agriculture

Riga

Santa Jansone

Ministry of Agriculture of Latvia
Department of Fisheries

Head of Fisheries Strategy Division
Riga
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LITHUANIA

Vilda GRIUNIENE

Chief specialist of Fisheries Unit
Ministry of Agriculture

Vilnius

MADAGASCAR

Onipasta Helinoro TTANAMAHEFA

Charg¢ d'affaires

Representation Permanente aupres de
laFAO

Rome

Tantely Ny Aina ANDRIAMAHARO

Chef de Service

Développement de la péche
artisanale, de la petite péche
maritime sportive

Antananarivo

Etienne BEMANAIJA

Directeur Général de la péche et de
l'aquaculture

Ministere de l'agriculture, de 1'¢levage
et de la péche

Antananarivo

Suzelin RATOHIARIJAONA

Conseiller

Représentant permanent adjoint
aupres de la FAO

Rome

Njaka RATSIMANARISOA

Directeur du développement et de la
péche

Ministére de l'agriculture, de I'élevage
et de la péche

Antananarivo

MALAYSIA

Moi Eim YEO

Director of Planning and
Development Division

Department of Fisheries Malaysia

Putrajaya

Abdul Malik Melvin CASTELINO

Permanent Representative of
Malaysia to FAO

Rome

Abdul Rahman ABDUL WAHAB
Director of Selangor Fisheries Office
Department of Fisheries Malaysia
Putrajaya

Tengku Balkis TUNKU SHAHAR
Head of International Section
Department of Fisheries Malaysia
Putrajaya

Nur Fadhlina Chan MAHADIE
CHAN

Senior Fisheries Officer

Department of Fisheries Malaysia

Putrajaya

Muhammad Suhail MUHAMMAD

Alternate Permanent Representative
of Malaysia to FAO

Rome

MALDIVES

Adam ZIYAD

Director General

Ministry of Fisheries, Marine
Resources and Agriculture

Malé

Mohamed AHUSAN

Senior Research Officer

Ministry of Fisheries, Marine
Resources and Agriculture

Malé

Shafiya NAEEM

Director General

Maldives Marine Research Institute
Malé

MALI

Madi MATENE KEITA

Conseiller Technique

Ministére de l'agriculture de I'élevage
et de la péche

Bamako

Nouhoum BERTHE

Directeur national de la péche

Ministére de l'agriculture de I'élevage
et de la péche

Bamako

Traore HALIMATOU KONE

Deuxi¢me conseiller

Représentante permanente adjointe
aupres de la FAO

Rome



MALTA

Alicia SAID

Director

Department of Fisheries and
Aquaculture

Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries,
Food and Animal Rights Agriculture
Research and Innovation Hub

Luqa

Angelico BALDACCHINO

Manager

Department of Fisheries and
Aquaculture

Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries,
Food and Animal Rights Agriculture
Research and Innovation Hub

Luqa

Romina VENEZIANI

Senior Manager

Department of Fisheries and
Aquaculture

Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries,
Food and Animal Rights Agriculture
Research and Innovation Hub

Luqa

MAURITANIA

Diye Mohamed TEYIB

Deuxieme Conseiller

Représentant permanent suppléant
aupres de la FAO

Rome

Mohamed Elmoustapha
BOUZOUMA

Institut mauritanien de recherché
océanographique et des péches

Nouakchott

MEXICO

Martha DELGADO PERALTA
Subsecretaria para Asuntos
Multilaterales y Derechos Humanos
Secretaria De Relaciones Exteriores
Ciudad de México

Miguel GARCIA WINDER
Experto

CONAPESCA

Ciudad de México

Bernardino Jesis MUNOZ
RESENDEZ

Director General de Planeacion,
Programacion y Evaluacion

CONAPESCA

Ciudad de México
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Monica Maria Antonieta VELARDE
MENDEZ

Coordinadora de Temas Globales

Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores

Ciudad de México

Andrew John RHODES ESPINOZA
Coordinador de Instrumentacion de
Acuerdos y Recomendaciones del
Panel de Alto Nivel Para una
Economia Oceanica Sostenible
Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores
Ciudad de México

Jose Luis DELGADO CRESPO

Consejero

Representante Permanente Alterno
ante la FAO

Roma

Benito IMENEZ SAUMA

Primer Secretario

Representante Permanente Alterno
ante la FAO

Roma

Maria De Los Angeles GOMEZ
AGUILAR

Primera Secretaria

Representante Permanente Alterna
ante la FAO

Roma

Manuel Baltazar ORTIZ GARCIA
Capitan de Navio

Secretaria De Marina

Ciudad de México

Sergio ESCUTIA ZUNIGA

Encargado del Despacho de la
Coordinacion General de Operacion
y Estrategia Institucional,

CONAPESCA

Ciudad de México

Isabel Cristina REYES ROBLES
Directora de Asuntos Internacionales
CONAPESCA

Ciudad de México

Antonio JUAREZ RIVERO
Teniente de Navio
Secretaria de Marina
Ciudad de México

Giovanni FIORE AMARAL
CONAPESCA
Ciudad de México

MOROCCO

Youssef BALLA

Ambassadeur

Représentant permanent aupres de la
FAO

Rome

Bouchta AICHANE

Houda AYOUCH

Conseillere

Représentante permanente adjointe
aupres de la FAO

Rome

Aomar BOURHIM

Nadir CHAFAI ALAOUI

Zakia DRIOUICH

Mohamed Yassine EL AROUSSI

Fatima-Zohra EL HASSOUNI

Mustapha FATIH

Mohammed IDHALA

Omar KHARMAZ

ITham M'NOUNY

Majida MAAROUF

Mohammed MALOULI IDRISSI

Mohammed Amine MANSOURI

Amina NAJD

[lham TETO

Secrétaire

Représentante permanente suppléante
aupres de la FAO

Rome

MYANMAR

Hmway Hmway KHYNE

Permanent Representative of the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Lynn Marlar LWIN

Alternate Permanent Representative

of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar



Tin Myo NWE

Alternate Permanent Representative
of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar

NETHERLANDS

Hans HOOGEVEEN
Ambassador

Permanent Representative to FAO
Rome

Maddalena VISSER

Policy Officer for EU-Fisheries

Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and
Food Quality

Amsterdam

Esra DEMIR

Junior Professional Officer
Permanent Representation to FAO
Rome

NEW ZEALAND

Don SYME

Counsellor for Primary Industries

Deputy Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome

NICARAGUA

Edward A. JACKSON ABELLA
Presidente Ejecutivo

INPESCA

Managua

Roberto CHACON
Asesor Legal
INPESCA
Managua

Itzamna UBEDA
Directora de Acuicultura
INPESCA

Managua

Junior ESCOBAR FONSECA

Agregado

Representante Permanente Alterno
ante la FAO

Roma

Monica ROBELO RAFFONE

Embajadora

Representante Permanente ante la
FAO

Roma
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NIGERIA

Yaya A. Olaitan OLANIRAN
Minister

Permanent Representative to FAO
Rome

NORWAY

Kristoffer BIORKLUND

Senior Advisor

Fisheries Department

Ministry of Fisheries and Coastal
Affairs

Oslo

Gunnstein BAKKE
Senior Legal Adviser
Directorate of Fisheries
Bergen

Alf Hikon HOEL

Professor

Institute of Marine Research
Tromsg

Astrid HOLTAN

Deputy Director General

Ministry of Fisheries and Coastal
Affairs

Oslo

Thord MONSEN

Head of Section

Directorate of Fisheries Norway
Bergen

Ingrid VIKANES

Senior Adviser

Ministry of Trade, Industries and
Fisheries

Oslo

Nina E. VINJE

Senior Veterinary Adviser

Ministry of Trade, Industries and
Fisheries

Oslo

Ann Kristin WESTBERG

Deputy Director-General and Chief
Negotiator

Ministry of Trade, Industries and
Fisheries

Oslo

OMAN

Yaqoop ALBUSAIDI

Undersecretary for Fisheries Wealth

Ministry Of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Water Resources

Muscat

Salim AL HOSNI

Director of International Cooperation
Department

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries
Wealth and Water Resources

Muscat

Abdulaziz AL MARZOUQI
Director General

Fisheries Resources Development
Muscat

Hamed ALBREIKI

Director General of Agriculture and
Fisheries Wealth and Water
Resources in the South Sharqiya
Government

Fadia ALJAMAL

Coordinator to the UN Agencies in
Rome

Rome

Dawood ALYAHY AI
Acting Director General
Fisheries Research
Muscat

PAKISTAN

Muhammad AKRAM
Fisheries Development Board
Islamabad

Shoaib SARWAR

Third Secretary

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome

Junaid WATTO

Chief Technical Officer
Fisheries Development Board
Islamabad

PANAMA

Flor TORRIJOS

Administradora General
Autoridad de Recursos Acuaticos
Panama



Yarelis CASTILLO

Directora General de Ordenacion y
Manejo Integral

Autoridad de Recursos Acudticos

Panama

Desiree CHEN

Coordinadora de Planes, Programas y
Proyectos

Autoridad de Recursos Acuaticos

Panama

Raul DELGADO

Director General de Cooperacion
Técnica y Asuntos Pesqueros
Internacionales

Autoridad de Recursos Acuaticos

Panama

Tomas DUNCAN

Consejero

Representante Permanente ante la
FAO

Roma

Fernando LEVY

Director General de Inspeccion,
Vigilancia y Control

Autoridad de Recursos Acuaticos

Panama

Dario LOPEZ

Director General de Investigacion y
Desarrollo

Autoridad de Recursos Acuaticos

Panama

Francisco TAJU

Director Regional de Panama Metro
Autoridad de Recursos Acuéticos
Panama

Xenia VERGARA

Asesora de la Administracion General
Autoridad de Recursos Acuéticos
Panama

PERU

Ursula Desila LEON CHEMPEN
Viceministra de Pesca y Acuicultura
Ministerio de la Produccion

Lima

Luis Alberto ALFARO GARFIAS

Director General de Supervision,
Fiscalizacion y Sancion

Ministerio de la Produccion

Lima
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José Edgardo ALLEMANT SAYAN

Director General de la Direccion
General de Pesca Artesanal

Ministerio de la Produccion

Lima

Susan ANCHAYHUA ARESTEGUI

Profesional de la Direccion de
Seguimiento y Evaluacion

Ministerio de la Produccion

Lima

Ever ARBOLEDA LUDENA
Profesional de la Direccion de

Politicas y Ordenamiento
Ministerio de la Produccion
Lima

Maria Carolina CARRANZA
NUNEZ

Consejera

Representante Permanente Alterna
ante la FAO

Roma

Dalia Rosa CHANG VALDEZ

Directora de Seguimiento y
Evaluacion

Ministerio de la Produccion

Lima

Rossi Yesenia CHUMBE CEDENO

Directora General de Politicas y
Analisis Regulatorio en Pesca y
Acuicultura

Ministerio de Produccion

Lima

Carlos Feliciano CISNEROS
VARGAS

Director de Promocion y
Desarrollo Acuicola

Ministerio de la Produccion

Lima

Prieto Tica ENRI CIPRIANI
Director de Asuntos Maritimos
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores
Lima

Ana FLORES CORRALES
Profesional en Acuicultura de la
Direccion de Promocion y
Desarrollo Acuicola
Ministerio de la Produccion
Lima

Rail FLORES ROMANT

Asesor del Despacho Viceministerial
de Pesca y Acuicultura

Ministerio de la Produccion

Lima

Edgar Ovidio GARCIA CARBAJAL
Director de Gestion Acuicola
Ministerio de la Produccion

Lima

Luis Alfredo GARCIA MESINAS

Asesor de la Direccion General de
Politicas y Analisis Regulatorio en
Pesca y Acuicultura

Ministerio de la Produccion

Lima

Eduardo Salomén GARCIA
ZAMORA

Director de la Direccion de Cambio
Climatico y Biodiversidad Pesquera
y Acuicola

Ministerio de la Produccion

Lima

Miguel Angel LLEELLISH
JUSCAMAYTA

Director de Politicas y Ordenamiento

Ministerio de la Produccion

Lima

Julio Eduardo MARTINETTI
MACEDO

Embajador

Representante Permanente ante la
FAO

Roma

David Humberto MENDOZA
RAMIREZ

Director General de Acuicultura

Ministerio de la Produccion

Lima

Antonino Edmundo MORENO
MACEDO

Profesional de la Direccion de
Seguimiento y Evaluacion

Ministerio de la Produccion

Lima

Gustavo MOSTAJO OCOLA

Agregado

Representante Permanente Alterno
ante la FAO

Roma

Jianphier PLETICKOSICH LOPEZ

Funcionario de la Direccion General
de Soberania, Limites y Asuntos
Antarticos

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores

Lima



Lincol Roller POLO BORDONABE
Profesional de la Direccion General
de Supervision, Fiscalizacion y
Sancion del Ministerio de la
Produccion del Pera

Oscar Alberto PONCE RANGEL

Profesional de la Direccion General
de Supervision, Fiscalizacion y
Sancion

Ministerio de la Produccion

Lima

Alvaro Abel PEREZ SANDOVAL

Profesional en Acuicultura de la
Direccién de Gestion Acuicola

Ministerio de la Produccion

Lima

Omar Ricardo RIOS BRAVO DE
RUEDA

Profesional de la Direccion de
Politicas y Ordenamiento

Ministerio de la Produccion

Lima

Alejandro Jos¢é VELASQUEZ
BARRIONUEVO
Profesional de la Direccion de
Seguimiento y Evaluacion
Ministerio de la Produccion
Lima

PHILIPPINES

Domingo NOLASCO
Ambassador

Permanent Representative to FAO
Rome

Jessa Danica AGCOPRA

Economic Development Specialist

National Economic Development
Authority

Manila

Jane Desiree ANDAL

Supervising Economic Development
Specialist

National Economic Development
Authority

Manila

Dominic ANDRADA

Economic Development Specialist

National Economic Development
Authority

Manila
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Drusila Esther BAYATE

Assistant Director for Research

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources

Manila

Wennie BERGANIO

Attaché

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome

Nina CAINGLET

Director

Department of Foreign Affairs
Manila

John Kenneth CASABAL

Economic Development Specialist

National Economic Development
Authority

Manila

Mary Jean DELA ROSA

Officer-in-Charge

National Economic and Development
Authority

Manila

Maria Tanya GAURANO
Principal Assistant
Department of Foreign Affairs
Manila

Maria Luisa GAVINO
Agriculture Assistant

Permanent Representation to FAO
Rome

Lupifio LAZARO JR.

Agricultural Attaché

Deputy Permanent Representative to
FAO

Rome

Cheryl NATIVIDAD CABALLERO
Undersecretary

Department of Agriculture

Manila

Nieva T. NATURAL

Director IV

National Economic and Development
Authority

Manila

Mercedita SOMBILLA

Undersecretary

National Economic and development
Authority

Manila

POLAND

Marta RABCZYNSKA-
KAPCINSKA

Deputy Director

Fisheries Department

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development

Warszawa

Leszek DYBIEC

Counsellor to the Minister

Fisheries Department

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development

Warszawa

Zbigniew KARNICKI

Expert and Advisor to the Polish
Delegation

National Marine Fisheries Institute

Gdynia

Monika KOLODZIEJCZYK

Chief Specialist

Fisheries Department

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development

Warszawa

Anna ROKOSZ

Chief Specialist

Fisheries Department

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development

Warszawa

Joanna ZURAWSKA-LAGODA

Chief Specialist

Fisheries Department

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development

Warszawa

PORTUGAL

Emilia BATISTA

Senior Advisor

DCF National Correspondent
Ministry of the Sea

Lisbon

Nuno MANANA
Permanent Representation to FAO
Rome

Jos¢ RODRIGUES

Counsellor

Deputy Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome



Fernanda GUIA

Expert

General Directorate of Natural
Resources, Safety and Marine
Services

Lisbon

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Dong Sik WOO

Director General

International Cooperation Policy
Bureau

Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries

Seoul

Y oung-joon CHOI

Counsellor

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome

Hyo Joo KANG

First Secretary

Alternate Permanent Representative
to FAO

Rome

Jongyoub LIM

Second secretary

Permanent Representation to FAO
Rome

Eun-won YU

Director

International Cooperation Division
Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries
Seoul

Seung-lyong KIM

Deputy Director

International Cooperation Division
Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries
Seoul

Jihae PARK

Assistant Director

International Cooperation Division
Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries
Seoul

Anna JO

Assistant Director

International Cooperation Division
Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries
Seoul

Jung-re KIM

Assistant Director

International Cooperation Division
Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries
Seoul
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Il-kang NA

International Cooperation Specialist
International Cooperation Division
Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries
Seoul

Seong Woo KIM

Director

Fisheries Resources Division
Busan Metropolitan City

Hae Kyong PARK
Assistant Director
Fisheries Policy Division
Busan

Tachoon WON

Policy Analyst

Policy and Management Support
Team

Korea Overseas Fisheries
Cooperation Center

Seoul

Sang-go LEE

Dean

World Fisheries University
Seoul

Ji-eun GWAK

Programme Coordinator
World Fisheries University
Seoul

Eun-young LEE

Team Manager

World Fisheries University
Seoul

Myeonghwa JUNG

Associate Research Fellow

Distant Water Fisheries Research
Division

Korea Maritime Institute

Seoul

Ji Eun AN

Senior Researcher

Distant Water Fisheries Research
Division

Korea Maritime Institute

Seoul

Seoyeon OH

Researcher

Distant Water Fisheries Research
Division

Korea Maritime Institute

Seoul

Mikyeong YOON

Researcher

Distant Water Fisheries Research
Division

Korea Maritime Institute

Seoul

Sukran MOON

Senior Researcher

Distant Water Fisheries Research
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APPENDIX D

Opening statement by Dr Qu Dongyu
Director-General of FAO

Good morning, good evening, good afternoon from all over the world.

Dear Ministers,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am pleased to join you at the opening of Thirty fourth Session of the Committee on Fisheries (COFI),
the first virtual one in history.

The FAO that welcomes you today is a renewed, energized, and digital Organization.

Throughout the last 18 months, we have continued building a dynamic FAO for a better world, while
remaining committed to its original aspirations, mandate and mission.

A new modular and flexible structure ensures efficiency, effectiveness and cross-sectoral collaboration.

Breaking silos and strengthening the enabling environment makes us better positioned to respond rapidly
to emerging needs and priorities.

A new Strategic Framework that builds on the momentum and transformations already taking
place in the Organization, and that recognizes the challenges facing humanity.

The new Strategic Framework is anchored in the 2030 Agenda and guided by SDG 1 No
Poverty, SDG 2 No Hunger, and SDG 10 Reducing Inequalities.

Of course, the new Strategic Framework will be discussed in the upcoming meetings, PC/FC, Council
Meeting and the Biennial Ministerial Conference. We are preparing for that.

It puts at its center the strategic narrative of Leaving No One Behind through sustainable, inclusive
and resilient agri-food systems for better production, better nutrition, a better environment, and
a better life — the Four Betters.

The fisheries and aquaculture sector has a crucial contribution to make within the Four Betters.

Better Production: What does Better Production mean for Fisheries? Making full use of the
opportunities available for the sustainable intensification of aquaculture, and innovative and more
effective fisheries management, as part of the necessary transformation of agri-food systems.

Better Nutrition: recognizing the benefits of fish in diets, especially for pregnant women, children and
all forms of malnutrition, and promoting fish in food and nutrition strategies across the world.

Better Environment: ensuring the implementation of the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries and
Aquaculture, less environment footprints for high quality of nutrients, and ensuring the sustainable use
of aquatic biodiversity.

Better Life: acknowledging that 10 percent of the world’s population relies on the fisheries and
aquaculture sector for their livelihoods, mostly small producers that need our support. And fisheries and
aquaculture provide a soothing positive impact on our souls - I believe that our goal is to improve life
as a whole, beyond livelihoods!
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The centrality of agri-food systems transformation in the new Strategic Framework will also enable
FAO to provide substantive approach and support to Members in their implementation of the outcomes
0f 2021 UN Food Systems Summit.

In that context, I look forward to listening to your views on how the production, processing, trade, and
consumption of aquatic foods (which is much more than the flesh of fish) can be transformed. I am
talking about aquatic foods, which is aquatic industry, and it is not only about the fish industry.

Because we know that land alone will not feed us with abundant quantity and food diversity — On this
blue planet, only 30 percent is not water, ocean, rivers or lakes; So, that is our future, that is our biggest
potential as one earth, one planet. We need Blue Transformation to secure Blue Food supply and
sustainability.

The positive impact of the sustainable, inclusive, and science-based transformation of fisheries and
aquaculture food systems will be tremendous.

Distinguished Delegates,
We need to bring urgency to our actions because the challenges we face cannot be underestimated.

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused significant disruptions to agri-food systems and the global
economic downturn is expected to make this situation worse than ever before.

The fisheries sector has been subject to the impacts of the pandemic through changing consumer
demands, market access, and logistical problems related to transportation and border restrictions.

It is estimated that 1 in 4 jobs in the food sector is at risk.

The pandemic may add up to more than 132 million people to the ranks of the undernourished in 2020.
Millions of people still go hungry; that has really reversed the progress of SDGs and what we have
achieved during the past decade. At the same time, too much of the food we produce is lost and wasted.

These global and critical issues are closely linked with the work of your Committee (COFI).
Because fisheries and in particular aquaculture are an essential part of the solution.
The potential of a modern aquaculture to grow and feed the world is extraordinary.

Modernizing traditional fisher culture with innovative approaches and digital technologies, and also
modern management and business model of marketing, they will help us change completely the whole
sector.

Combining the fisheries with tourism and educational activities is a way of keeping the cultural heritage
alive and creating new values and new job opportunities. That really contributes to SDGs and the social-
economic environment sustainable development.

Fisheries and aquaculture are critical for the world economy built back better.

And here [ am not only talking as a Director-General, as a scientist or as a manager but more importantly,
as a proud son of rice growers.

I grew up in the southern parts of the Hunan province in China, where I enjoyed aquatic foods. Fish, of
course, as well as aquatic vegetables and other aquatic products, which are produced in paddy rice fields
in lakes, rivers and ponds. So, it is really the ecosystem, which has the potential that you can get a lot of
food. Of course, you need a sustainable way to produce, to harvest and to maintain this.
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I am convinced that Fishes helped us as a child — it is an essential food that can be part of any of the
three meals of the day together with staple food of rice. Rice only offers carbohydrates and not so many
other nutrients. Fish is a real good complement for the development of human being at early stages.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
FAO is fully engaged in providing technical advice and concrete support to its Members.

We are operating a comprehensive COVID-19 Response and Recovery Programme to help countries
build back better and stronger.

We also continue to implement our innovative Hand-in-Hand Initiative, which is evidence-based,
country-led and country-owned, and aims to accelerate agricultural transformation and sustainable rural
development to eradicate poverty (SDG 1) and to end hunger and all forms of malnutrition (SDG 2).

In so doing, it contributes to the attainment of all other SDGs.

And we are addressing zoonotic diseases through the One Health approach with WHO and OIE, in
collaboration with other partners.

The pandemic gave impetus to innovate.

FAO is committed to innovation-powered solutions through digital technologies, which can combine
big data and artificial intelligence for decision-making. This includes tools such as:

e The Hand in Hand Geospatial Platform, which is a geographic information system (GIS) data
platform that supports all stakeholders with rich, shareable data.

e TheData Lab for statistical innovation that is implementing the combined use of
non-conventional data sources, big data, data science, and text mining methods for decision-
making and impact assessment.

e Earth Map - an innovative, free and open-source Big Data tool, developed by FAO and launched
last September together with Google. It provides efficient, rapid, inexpensive, and analytically
cogent insights, drawn from satellites, as well as FAO's considerable wealth of data, with a few
clicks on a computer.

e And we are working towards the establishment of an International Platform for Digital Food
and Agriculture. This initiative will provide an inclusive multi-stakeholder forum for identifying
and discussing the potential benefits and risks of digitalizing the food and agricultural sectors.

FAQO’s experts in fisheries and aquaculture contribute to these tools in many ways, including by
combining our unparalleled sectoral datasets to provide targeted and holistic solutions at scale, using
new observational capabilities to improve management and efficiency of blue production systems, as
well as promoting value chain digitization and traceability from pond to plate.

I invite you to explore how these tools can be of specific use for your work.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

2020 was the 25th anniversary of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, which the FAO
Conference adopted in 1995.

The Code has been guiding the principles of responsible and sustainable fisheries and aquaculture at
national, regional and global levels for the last quarter of a century.

This afternoon, a High-level Special Event will celebrate the anniversary of the Code by discussing its
great past and planning its challenging future.
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The Committee will be invited to endorse the COFI Declaration for Sustainable Fisheries and
Aquaculture, to recognize the successes achieved since the Code was adopted, to focus our attention
on the road ahead, and to reinvigorate the Code by further commitment.

Distinguished Delegates,

The FAO Committee on Fisheries is the only global inter-governmental forum, where major
international fisheries and aquaculture problems and issues are addressed.

During the course of this week, the Committee will address numerous essential matters for global
fisheries policy, including the contribution of fisheries and aquaculture to the implementation of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

I will follow your deliberations with great interest.

The Committee will also highlight the central place that fish and oceans, lakes and rivers occupy in our
life, by exploring the critical connection between fish, communities and culture.

With that in mind, before we were preparing for this meeting, I asked my colleague, the Director of the
Fisheries Division. We launched the "My fish food experience" initiative, inviting FAO employees to
share, through short videos, how they experience aquatic foods in their lives.

Now, I also encourage all the delegates to share your experience with aquatic foods. I really believe that
if we want to change business and play a more decisive role in agri-food systems, you have to start at
an entry point, by promoting consumption. Rather than as usual, starting from production. The driving
force is consumption. Driving force comes from consumers. Consumers are really the game changers.

We were pleased to receive contributions from colleagues all around the world, at their local fish
markets, their favourite restaurants, their kitchens, or even fishing in the sea, rivers, and lakes.

Some of the videos will be shown between Committee sessions, and a short video will be played
immediately after my speech.

They will also be featured on a dedicated section of the Committee’s website, together with fish
recipes that Permanent Representatives here in Rome, as well as FAO employees around the world,
have shared as part of the same initiative.

A collection of recipes selected to reflect the variety of regional flavours will be used to produce a digital
fish cookbook highlighting the role fish foods play in our lives and its link to local cultures and
traditions.

We hope the "My fish food experience" will inspire people and remind them of the vital role fish plays
as a source of healthy food and as part of life everywhere on our planet. [ say it again, promoting fisheries
starts at consumption side rather than at production side. Because if you appreciate the fish dishes, then
you will start to appreciate the fish producers and all the fish research and management. If there is no
promotion, there is no real driving force for change.

Y our deliberations are crucial not only to the work of FAO but also to our consumers on this planet, and
we look forward to the fruitful outcomes of your discussions. [ hope everywhere and any place you have
healthy diets with fish.

In Chinese [Niannian Youyu, Shishi Youyu! Youyu Jityou Xingfi d&€ Shenghuo ! | Every year, every
place you have fish, it means you have a happy life.

Thank you.
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APPENDIX E
2021 COFI Declaration for Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture

We, the Ministers and Plenipotentiaries representing FAO Members, Member Organizations, and
Associated Members at the 34" meeting of the FAO Committee of Fisheries (Rome, February 2021),
and celebrating the 25" anniversary of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (CCRF), adopted
in Resolution 4/95 by the FAO Conference on 31 October 1995,

Recalling the goal of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to end poverty and hunger
everywhere, and Noting that the world is not on track to achieve Zero Hunger (FAO, IFAD, UNICEF,
WEFP and WHO, 2020), with close to 750 million people exposed to severe levels of food insecurity in
2019, while one in four children under 5 remain chronically malnourished,

Recognizing fisheries and aquaculture’s role in supporting countries to achieve sustainable development,
particularly in the fight against poverty, hunger, and malnutrition, bearing in mind the continuous
positive growth of the sector, which in 2018 contributed 32 million tonnes of aquatic plants, as well as
156 million tonnes of fish! for direct human consumption, which is a 7-fold increase from 1950, and
provides 3.3 billion people with almost 20 percent of their average per capita intake of animal protein
(FAO, 2020),

Noting also the Agenda’s Sustainable Development Goal 14 to conserve and sustainably use the oceans,
seas and marine resources for sustainable development, and the critical role sustainably managed
fisheries have in achieving biological diversity outcomes, in line with sustainable and inclusive ocean
economies,

Recognizing further that women are critical to all Sustainable Development Goals, in particular as
agents in achieving food security and improved nutrition in poor and vulnerable households, and the
fisheries and aquaculture sector’s potential for growth in opportunities for women,

Acknowledging the important role and contribution of artisanal and small-scale fisheries and
aquaculture in poverty eradication and in providing livelihoods, as well as ensuring food security and
nutritional needs of local communities,

Noting with concern that the COVID-19 pandemic has the potential to aggravate poverty, hunger and
malnutrition, including an unprecedented impact on the fisheries and aquaculture sector,

Recognizing that 65.4 percent of fish stocks are fished within biologically sustainable levels, that where
fisheries are effectively managed stocks are above target levels or rebuilding, while where fisheries
management is less effective, stock status and trends are worse,

Noting with concern that fisheries management improvements have not been sufficient to reverse the
global declining trend of overfished stocks, as 34.2 percent of all marine fish stocks monitored by FAO
are currently fished beyond biological sustainable limits, a threefold increase since monitoring started
in 1974 (FAQO, 2020),

Recognizing that challenges in implementing effective fisheries management measures are complex,
region-specific and multidimensional, and are often due to insufficient data to support science-based
decisions, as well as limited institutional and human capacity, highlighting the need for a concerted
effort in waters within and beyond national jurisdiction that does not only encompass conservation
measures but also capacity-building and support, particularly for small island developing states and least
developed countries,

! The term “Fish” in this declaration includes all aquatic food production groups, including molluscs, crustaceans
and other aquatic animals, but excludes aquatic mammals, reptiles, seaweeds and other aquatic plants.
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Recognizing further that sustainable fisheries management requires integrating fisheries into broader
planning and ocean governance frameworks, within the context of the ecosystem and precautionary
approaches, and strengthening the political will and capacity to improve the implementation of existing
policy frameworks,

Recognizing that aquaculture has been the fastest growing food production industry over the last 5
decades, is responsible for the doubling of global per capita fish consumption since 1960, and is making
increasing contributions to the provision of food and livelihoods for a growing population, recognizing
further the need to ensure that the sector promotes sustainable feed sources, and develops in a
sustainable manner, including by improving aquatic health and biosecurity, reducing the burden of
disease and encouraging the responsible and prudent use of antimicrobials,

Noting that the significant challenges posed to the fisheries and aquaculture sectors by changing climate
and ocean conditions, in particular where warming water temperatures, deoxygenation, and acidification
in aquatic environments are already impacting the distribution and abundance of fish stocks in many
regions, there is an urgent need to address these through innovative, inclusive, effective and adaptive
fisheries management measures, and by ensuring healthy and productive ecosystems, including
through the use, based on the best available scientific information, of effective time and area-based
management tools, providing for conservation and sustainable use of fish stocks,
including, where appropriate, in accordance with international law and national legislation, protected
areas.

Further noting that, if well managed, our response to these challenges can also generate opportunities,
including that the fisheries and aquaculture sector can contribute to the reduction of emissions, through
the employment of energy-efficient practices,

Acknowledging that urgent targeted action is needed to ensure aquatic foods? and products continue to
provide inclusive, effective and sustainable pathways to reduce poverty, secure livelihoods and underpin
food security and nutrition, as vital to achieving the goals set in Agenda 2030, and

Noting that the purpose of 1995 CCRF was to establish principles for responsible fishing and fisheries
activities, including aquaculture development, with a view to ensuring the responsible conservation,
management and development of living aquatic resources,

We

1) Reiterate our commitment to the objectives of the CCRF, and to the effective implementation of
relevant binding and non-binding fisheries and aquaculture international tools and instruments
elaborated since the CCRF was adopted, as appropriate,

2) Acknowledge that in order to scale up recent fisheries sustainability successes we need to implement
and improve fisheries assessment and management systems in all regions, particularly in those
where fish stock status is declining or unknown, including through coordinated capacity building
programmes that address the needs and priorities of developing countries, with particular attention
to data-poor regions and towards reducing the digital divide,

3) Recognize that we need to strengthen the scientific basis in support of fisheries and aquaculture
management decisions, including through the use of new technology, such as electronic monitoring
and reporting, and the promotion of international scientific cooperation, especially transdisciplinary
research, capacity-building, education and training, and ensuring that the best available scientific,
sector-based advice is duly considered in the decision-making process, taking into account the 2021-
2030 United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development,

4) Reiterate the importance of the ecosystem approach as an effective framework for integrating
conservation and sustainable utilization objectives, and promote the application of management

2 Aquatic foods include finfish, crustaceans, molluscs and aquatic plants such as seaweed
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measures across all aquatic systems, consistent with the complexity and uniqueness of each resource
and habitat, and to reduce the impact of marine litter, abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing
gear (ALDFGQG), reduce discards and by-catch issues and eliminate harmful fishing practices,

Recognize the potential of aquaculture for further growth, particularly through innovative practices
which support environmental stewardship, as well as the benefits of new and ongoing inclusive
sustainable aquaculture development programmes, and the need for investments to support capacity
building, research and extension services, with a particular attention to regions where population
growth will challenge food systems most,

Reiterate the importance of international cooperative governance mechanisms to help improve
sustainable fisheries and aquaculture and protect the ocean environment, including supporting
efforts to implement international instruments, where applicable, such as the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and its 1995 UN Agreement for the Implementation
of the Provisions of the UNCLOS of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and
Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (Fish Stocks Agreement)
and the FAO Agreement on Port State Measures and complementary instruments to Prevent, Deter
and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing, including by supporting their
associated funds, in order to reduce overfishing and IUU fishing,

Remain committed to strengthening, where applicable, the conservation and management regimes
of Regional Fisheries Advisory Bodies and Regional Fisheries Management Organizations, and
improve their performance to enhance fisheries governance and better preserve and restore marine
ecosystems and biodiversity, while more effectively contributing to food security; sustainable food
systems; the fight against [UU fishing; as well as sustainable growth and jobs,

Encourage the consumption of fish, aquatic plants and their products derived from sustainable
fisheries and aquaculture, caught in accordance with applicable conservation and management
measures, recognizing they are among the healthiest foods on the planet, and especially the
consumption of underutilized resources, while acknowledging that warming water temperatures,
deoxygenation, and acidification in aquatic environments is expected to rapidly change the
productivity and current distribution of target and non-target fish species in the ocean, seas and
inland waters,

Promote policies that support and recognize the contribution of small-scale fisheries and
aquaculture in food security, employment and income, improve data collection systems, especially
from small scale and artisanal fisheries, and further support the access of small-scale fishers and
fish farmers to local, national, and international markets, ensuring equitable and non-discriminatory
trade for small-scale fisheries and aquaculture products, including through the implementation of
the FAO Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Small Scale Fisheries (VGSSF).

10) Ensure that fish are fully considered in national, regional and global food security and nutrition

strategies, and contribute to the long-term sustainability of food systems to eliminate hunger and
address the triple burden of malnutrition, and reducing diet-related diseases,

11) Encourage the reduction of pre- and post-harvest loss and waste in the sector, including discards,

by implementing internationally agreed standards through appropriate actions, including awareness
building, education and training, according to national context, capacities and priorities, in particular,
safety and quality standards, to improve fish processing, distribution and consumption, thereby also
increasing the value of fish products in support of sustainable and inclusive ocean economies,

12) Recognize the importance of rule based, open, non-discriminatory and equitable trade of fisheries

and aquaculture products, through cooperation in relevant regional and multilateral fora, prohibit
certain forms of fisheries subsidies which contribute to overcapacity and overfishing, and eliminate
subsidies that contribute to IUU fishing and by ensuring that trade and technical measures are
transparent, based on scientific advice, non-discriminatory, consistent with internationally agreed
rules and standards, and do not result in non-tariff barriers or undermine conservation measures,

13) Promote the attainment of safe, healthy and fair working conditions for all in the sector, support

efforts to prevent and halt forced labour, facilitate access to social protection programmes for fishers
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and aquaculture producers and their communities, support measures to improve safety at sea, and
work towards enhancing the standards of living for all in the sector, in cooperation with other
relevant international organizations, including the International Labour Organization and the
International Maritime Organization,

14) Ensure women’s empowerment by enhancing women’s full access to and equal opportunities in the
fisheries and aquaculture sector through gender-based policies, taking effective action against
discrimination and abuse in the workplace, facilitating women’s access to education and training,
technology, credit, entrepreneurship opportunities, natural resources, and providing equal
opportunities at all levels, including for leadership and decision making, and by combating systemic
gender inequalities that disadvantage women,

15) Support the implementation of integrated and coordinated multi-sectoral, evidence and ecosystem
based management approaches, as well as temporal and spatial planning, noting that our efforts
would be implemented in the context of growing external pressures in marine and inland aquatic
systems, such as pollution in all its forms, unregulated practices, natural disasters, climate change,
biodiversity loss, increased competition for the use of marine and coastal areas and other demands
over freshwater and land access.

We conclude that the above supports an evolving and positive vision for fisheries and aquaculture in the
21% century, where the sector is fully recognized for its contribution to fighting poverty, hunger and
malnutrition, its ability to prepare for and respond to changing climate and ocean conditions, and its
commitment to sustainability.

We recommend that the further development of this new vision, as appropriate, be placed under the
stewardship of the FAO Committee of Fisheries (COFI), as the main global forum for discussions and
decisions on fisheries and aquaculture-related issues, to further strengthen participatory and science-
based solutions.
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APPENDIX F

MULTI-YEAR PROGRAMME OF WORK (MYPOW) OF THE
COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES 2020-2023

L OVERALL OBJECTIVES FOR THE COMMITTEE

1. The Committee on Fisheries (COFI) shall?:

(a) review the programme of work of the Organization in the field of fisheries and aquaculture
and their implementation;

(b) conduct periodic general reviews of the world situation in fisheries and aquaculture and fishery
problems of an international character and appraise such problems and their possible solution with
a view to concerted action by nations, by FAO and by other intergovernmental bodies;

(c) review specific matters relating to fisheries and aquaculture referred to the Committee by the
Council or the Director-General, or placed by the Committee on its agenda at the request of a
Member Nation in accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the Committee, and make
recommendations as may be appropriate;

(d) consider the desirability of preparing and submitting to Member Nations an international
convention under Article XIV of the Constitution to ensure effective international cooperation and
consultation in fisheries and aquaculture on a world scale; and

(e) report to the Council or tender advice to the Director-General, as appropriate, on matters
considered by the Committee.

Il RESULTS FOR 2020-2023
A. Review of the World Situation in Fisheries and Aquaculture
2. Result:

The Council, the Conference and the international community at large are provided with updated
information and specific advice on the world situation in fisheries and aquaculture and in relation to the
specific issues of significance addressed during the scheduled sessions.

3. Indicators and targets:

Clear, precise and consensual recommendations that are based on updated information of the world
situation in fisheries and aquaculture are presented to the Council and the Conference as a solid basis
for its guidance and decision.

4. Output:

Clear, precise and consensual recommendations are favourably considered by the Council and the
Conference for its recommendations and decisions.

5. Activities:

The Committee is informed of the current world situation in fisheries and aquaculture, including the
report on the Status of the World Fisheries and Aquaculture (SOFIA), and undertakes general
discussions.

Specific issues of topical significance are addressed during the scheduled sessions.
6. Working methods:

SOFIA and the relevant documents are prepared with enough time in advance to the Session of the
Committee, as a solid basis for discussion at the Committee.

3 Rule XXX.6, General Rules of the Organization.
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B. Strategy and Priority Setting, and Budget Planning
7. Result:

The Committee's decisions and recommendations provide a solid basis for the Council’s
recommendations and decisions on strategy, priorities, programmes and budget for the Organization.

8. Indicators and targets:

(a) The Committee further promotes the FAO’s Questionnaire on Implementation of the Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (the Code) to solicit responses and reduce obstacles impeding
responses.

(b) Members respond to the FAO Questionnaire on the implementation of the Code and provide
the relevant information on fisheries and aquaculture for FAO via the Committee and its Sub-
Committees.

(c) Clear and specific recommendations are made by the Committee to the Council regarding the
strategies, priorities, programmes and budget for fisheries and aquaculture.

(d) The Committee’s recommendations made on the Strategic Framework, the Medium Term Plan
and the Programme of Work and Budget are reflected in the Council Report.

9. Outputs:

The report of the Committee that provides clear, precise and consensual recommendations for the
Council on sectoral strategies, priorities, programmes and budgets.

10. Activities:

(a) Review decisions and recommendations from the Sub-Committee on Fish Trade and the Sub-
Committee on Aquaculture, statutory bodies and other relevant organs or institutions.

(b) Review advice from the Regional Conferences in the field of fisheries and aquaculture.

(c¢) Review the implementation of the Programme of Work and Budget in fisheries and
aquaculture.

(d) Formulate recommendations on the strategies, priorities, programmes and budget in fisheries
and aquaculture.

11. Working methods:

(a) Close consultation with the Chairperson and other Bureau Members.

(b) Close collaboration with the relevant FAO Divisions, Centres and Offices.

(¢) Liaise with Sub-Committees on Fish Trade and Aquaculture and other statutory bodies.

(d) Liaise with the Finance Committee on financial and budgetary matters.

(e) Liaise with the Programme Committee on strategy and priority matters.

(f) Report the outcome of the Committee on the programme and budgetary matters to the Council
appropriately.

C. Advise on Global Policy and Regulatory Matters

12. Results:

The Committee's decisions and recommendations provide a solid basis for the Conference's
recommendations and decisions on global policy and regulatory matters.

13. Indicators and targets:

(a) Member Nations obtain value from the deliberations of the Committee, using the advice and
recommendations to guide domestic actions and policies as reported by FAO.

(b) Clear and specific recommendations are made by the Committee to the Conference regarding
global policy and regulatory matters in its areas of mandate.

(c) The Committee’s recommendations made on global policy and regulatory matters are reflected
in the Conference Report.
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14. Output:

The report of the Committee that provides clear, precise and consensual recommendations for the
Conference on policy and regulatory frameworks or instruments.

15. Activities:

(a) Review the status of relevant international instruments in areas of competence for the
Committee.

(b) Consider possible solutions with a view to support concerted action by Members themselves
or collectively through FAO and other relevant bodies in areas of competence for the Committee.

16. Working methods:

Report the outcome of the Committee on global policy and regulatory matters to the Conference
appropriately.

lil. EFFECTIVE WORK PLANNING OF COFI
17. Result:
The Committee works effectively and efficiently, in an action-oriented, inclusive way.
18. Indicators and targets:

(a) The focused agendas are appropriately elaborated. MYPOW is utilized to streamline agendas
for COFI and its sub-committees in consultation with the Bureau.

(b) All COFI documents, including SOFIA, are to be made available in all FAO languages at least
four weeks before the session commences.

(c¢) The sessions are conducted in efficient and effective manner.

(d) MYPOW is appropriately implemented. The implementation of MYPOW should be monitored
intersessionally and reported, though a reporting matrix, on the progress to the Bureau.

(e) Reports are concise and containing specific action-oriented recommendations to both the
Council and the Conference.

19. Outputs:

(a) Focused agendas and concise reports containing specific action-oriented recommendations to
both the Council and the Conference.

(b) Report published electronically and no longer as a formal Fisheries and Aquaculture Report.
(¢) COFI documents, including SOFIA, made available according to agreed schedules.

(d) Progress reports on MYPOW and draft MYPOWSs prepared and made available for the
following four years.

20. Activities:

(a) Formulate focused agendas in close consultation with the Bureau in a timely manner.

(b) Prepare results-oriented COFI documents, including SOFIA, and make them available in a
timely manner.

(c) Consider ways to improve the conduct of sessions more efficiently and effectively, including
more efficient use of the time available, and the elaboration of new intersessional working methods
and/or the development of the proposed fisheries management sub-committee.

(d) Recognizing the importance and usefulness of side events, facilitate more focused and
coordinated side events in line with key issues addressed in the main sessions.

(e) Strengthen further coordination and collaboration with the Sub-Committees and other
Technical Committees, in particular, to avoid duplication of work with other Governing Bodies.
(f) Pay continued attention to effective arrangements for drafting of the final reports.

Iv. WORKING METHODS

21. The Committee collaborates with statutory and other bodies under FAO auspices, liaises with
the Programme Committee on strategy and priority matters, and with the Finance Committee on
financial and budgetary matters, as well as other relevant FAO Governing Bodies.



64

22. It liaises with other international organizations active in the areas of fisheries and aquaculture.

23. The Committee undertakes regular intersessional activities facilitated by the Chairperson and
the Bureau with support from the Secretariat. Liaison amongst the Bureaus of the Committee and the
Sub-Committees is also further strengthened.

24, It encourages and facilitates the participation of observers including civil society organizations.

25. The Chairperson liaises with FAO through the Fisheries Division.
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