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ALERT IN THE WESTERN REGION: THE DESERT LOCUST OUTBREAK EXPAND

OVERVIEW. The outbreak, initially localized in Mauritania since August, has now spread to Western Sahara and
expanded significantly within Mauritania beyond the originally affected areas. Breeding adult groups, hopper groups,
and some hopper bands are present across many regions, from southwestern Mauritania to Oum Dreyga in Western
Sahara. Breeding adult groups have also been reported in central Algeria, while solitarious adults continue to be
observed at multiple sites in Chad, where breeding has occurred. Survey and control operations must be intensified to
prevent further development.

WHY IT MATTERS. Following the outbreaks that occurred during the winter and spring seasons in the Western
Region, favorable summer rains supported locust breeding in the Sahel. Mauritania was able to access areas where
locust groups had been breeding since July, while other countries could only partially gather information from similarly
favorable zones. As the summer rains end, locusts are regrouping in the remaining suitable habitats. The situation in
Mauritania is particularly concerning due to recent additional rainfall, which has extended breeding activity across a
large area of the country. If not controlled, this could lead to the formation of swarms that may migrate to
northwestern African countries. Future rains expected along the Atlantic coast of West Africa in the coming months
could further increase the risk of this outbreak escalating.

SITUATION. In Algeria, adult locust groups were observed copulating near Adrar, where 222 ha were treated between
11 and 23 October. In Chad, isolated adults and a few hoppers were found across several sites from Barh-El-Gazel to
Ennedi. Although no surveys could be conducted in Mali and Niger, solitarious populations are likely forming groups in
the Timetrine, Tamesna, and Termit Massif regions. In Mauritania, widespread sightings included laying transient adult
groups, scattered laying adults, and hopper groups of all instars over 450 km from Tiguent to north of Tasiast near the
border. First instar hopper bands began emerging near Aguilal Faye. Mauritania treated 3 803 ha from 1 to 22 October.
In Western Sahara, adult groups and scattered adults were reported copulating over 350 km between Tichla and Oum
Dreyga. Morocco treated 1 210 ha between 13 and 23 October.

FORECAST. The second generation of breeding is expected to continue in Mauritania and Western Sahara. In
November, new hopper bands, adult groups, and small swarms are likely to appear and later move slowly northward.
Meanwhile, existing populations in other Sahelian countries may form groups and migrate north and westward. Algeria
may receive some adult groups and small swarms and later Morocco.

Surveys are essential in all Sahelian and north-African countries, and control operations need to be intensified in
Mauritania. Control operations will likely be required in Algeria, Mali, Morocco and Niger while preventive control may
also become necessary in Chad.

The FAO Desert Locust Bulletin is issued every month by the Desert Locust Information Service (DLIS) at FAO HQ in Rome, Italy. Based on
survey and control results from affected countries, DLIS continuously monitors the global Desert Locust situation, weather and ecology using
remote sensing, historical data and models to provide early warning. The bulletin is supplemented by Alerts and Updates during periods of
increased Desert Locust activity.

Internet: www.fao.org/locust-watch E-mail: eclo@fao.org / faodlislocust@gmail.com Facebook/X: faolocust
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