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Invitation to an open discussion on the 
first draft work programme of the UN 
Decade of Action on Nutrition 
 

On 1 April 2016, the United Nations (UN) General Assembly, through 
its Resolution 70/259, proclaimed 2016–2025 the United Nations 
Decade of Action on Nutrition (hereafter referred to as Nutrition 
Decade). Under the normative framework of the Second International 
Conference on Nutrition (ICN2) and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, the Nutrition Decade marks a new ambition and direction in global nutrition 
action to eradicate hunger and malnutrition in all its forms and reduce the burden of diet-
related noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) in all age groups. 

The Decade is a global effort driven by Members States of the United Nations and convened by 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) in collaboration with the World Food Programme (WFP), the International 
Fund for Agriculture Development (IFAD) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), 
and including other UN bodies and other entities such as the Committee on World Food Security 
(CFS) and the United Nations System Standing Committee on Nutrition (UNSCN).  

To ensure an inclusive, continuous and collaborative process, building upon and connecting the 
independent initiatives of governments and their many partners, several rounds of 
consultation have taken place, including through the FSN Forum. These discussions were an 
attempt to better understand the critical activities that need to be included in the work 
programme of the UN Decade of Action on Nutrition. More specifically these discussions aimed 
at identifying the activities that would need to be accelerated in countries and how all partners 
can better work together to improve the ambition and specificity of commitments and their 
implementation. FAO and WHO have drawn upon feedback from many stakeholders to produce 
the first draft work programme of the UN Decade of Action on Nutrition.  This work programme 
is a living document, building upon and connecting the independent initiatives of governments 
and their many partners and will be adapted according to needs and lessons learned. We now 
invite you to comment on the first draft that is presented here 
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https://www.unscn.org/uploads/web/news/First-draft-Work-programme-Nutrition-
Decade.pdf  

Specifically, we invite you to share your views on how best to strengthen the Decade’s first draft 
work programme. You may want to consider the following questions: 

1. Does the work programme present a compelling vision for enabling strategic interaction 
and mutual support across existing initiatives, platforms, forums and programmes, 
given the stipulation of Res 70/259 that the Decade should be organized with existing 
institutions and available resources? 

2. What are your general comments to help strengthen the presented elements of the first 
draft work programme of the UN Decade of Action on Nutrition? 

3. Do you feel you can contribute to the success of the Nutrition Decade or align yourself 
with the proposed range of action areas? 

4. How could this draft work programme be improved to promote collective action to 
achieve the transformational change called for by the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and the ICN2 outcomes? What is missing? 

5. Do you have specific comments on the section on accountability and shared learning? 

Your comments will be added to those received at a forthcoming meeting of the CFS Open Ended 
Working Group on Nutrition at FAO HQ on 10 February 2017. The FAO and WHO will produce 
a final work programme of the UN Decade of Action on Nutrition to discuss with their Member 
States during the World Health Assembly (May 2017) and the FAO Conference (June 2017). 

We thank you for your valuable contribution to this exchange. 

UNSCN Secretariat, in collaboration with FAO and WHO 
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