
FAO undertakes in-depth analyses of multidisciplinary issues related to agricultural markets and trade and 
provides guidance for responsible value chains. Issues addressed include interactions between climate 

change and trade; interlinkages between agriculture and migration; and the promotion of responsible 
business conduct and due diligence in global value chains. The objectives are to identify emerging trends 
and challenges and to propose policy options that promote well-functioning global markets and value 
chains as a means to eradicate hunger and reduce poverty. The publications developed under this work 
area present state-of-the-art analysis to inform all key stakeholders in and beyond the agricultural sector. 
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The State of Agricultural Commodity Markets presents commodity market issues in an 
objective and accessible way to policy-makers, commodity market observers and stakeholders 
interested in agricultural commodity market developments and their impacts on countries 
at different levels of economic development.

The State of Agricultural Commodity Markets 

Agricultural markets are at the heart of the development process. Well‐functioning markets, 
supply chains and trade enable the optimal allocation of resources, diffuse knowledge 
and technologies, and link agriculture with other sectors of the economy. Agricultural 
commodity and input supply chains are a complex network connecting production systems 
with consumers, and the continuity of their functioning is indispensable to local and global 
food security.

Agricultural markets, supply chains and sustainable development 

FAO promotes responsible business conduct in agriculture and works alongside companies, 
investors, governments and non-profit stakeholders to address sustainable development 
through business impacts in global value chains. FAO supports the uptake of the OECD-
FAO Guidance for Responsible Agricultural Supply Chains and develops instruments for 
sustainable value chains.  

Responsible global value chains for agricultural products

FAO supports the deliberations of the Group of Twenty (G20) and the Group of Seven 
(G7) with evidence-based policy advice, technical inputs, thematic reports and proposals 
for concrete actions that lead to the provision of global public goods in the area of food 
security and sustainable agriculture.  
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Transparent and efficient food and agricultural commodity 
markets and trade for global food security



The State of Agricultural Commodity Markets (SOCO) flagship series presents commodity 
market issues in an objective and accessible way to producers, government officials, 
policy makers, company managers, academia, commodity market observers and other 
stakeholders interested in agricultural commodity market developments, and their 
impacts on countries at different levels of economic development. 

The State of Agricultural Commodity Markets

About the series

For more information visit:
The State of Agricultural Commodity Markets 		  Agricultural markets, supply chains and sustainable development 
 Responsible global value chains for agricultural products 		  Global Engagement in the Group of 7 (G7) and the Group of 20 (G20)
www.fao.org/markets-and-trade/areas-of-work/emerging-trends-challenges-and-opportunities/overview/en
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OECD-FAO Publications

OECD-FAO Guidance for Responsible Agricultural Supply Chains
OECD and FAO jointly developed this guidance to help enterprises observe standards of  
responsible business conduct and undertake due diligence along agricultural supply chains. This 
practical guidance can help companies ensure that their operations contribute to sustainable 
development. 

Available in: Arabic | Chinese | English | French | German | Idonesian | Italian | Japanese | Myanmar | 
Polish | Portuguese | Russian | Spanish | Ukrainian | Vietnamese

This final report presents the key findings of the pilot project for testing the practical application 
of the OECD-FAO Guidance. It includes progress made over the pilot timeline, and summarizes 
the key lessons learned, good practices and challenges highlighted through the activities 
implemented with pilot participants throughout the duration of the pilot project. It provides 
conclusions and recommendations for various categories of stakeholders.

Pilot project on the implementation of the OECD-FAO Guidance for Responsible 
Agricultural Supply Chains Final Report

Available in: English

OECD-FAO Business Handbook on Deforestation and Due Diligence in Agricultural  
Supply Chains

To help companies reduce the risks of deforestation and forest degradation, FAO and OECD 
developed the OECD-FAO Business Handbook on Deforestation and Due Diligence in Agricultural 
Supply Chains. This handbook is informed by FAO’s extensive work and experience on halting 
deforestation, preventing forest degradation, and promoting responsible governance of tenure.

Available in: English | Spanish | Italian 
Brochure version available in: English | Spanish | French | Indonesian | Portuguese

Building responsible global value chains for the sustainable production and trade of 
tropical fruits 

Concerned about business risk in avocado or pineapple supply chains?

The global production and trade of tropical fruits has grown dramatically, while markets 
increasingly demand action on environmental and social issues. The COVID-19 pandemic and 
other shocks have highlighted the need to address business risks to ensure long-term success.

Companies are already taking steps to mitigate sustainability risks in their operations. However, 
value chains remain vulnerable to risks and shocks beyond the control of any single actor. 
This is why concerted action benefits all industry stakeholders and why FAO lead the project 
Building Responsible Global Value Chains for the Sustainable Production and Trade of Tropical 
Fruits, also known as the Responsible Fruits Project.

Discover the complete collection of publications on this topic: https://www.fao.org/markets-and-trade/
publications/sustainable-tropical-fruits/en 
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