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1. Food balances and supply utilization accounts: main
concepts and definitions

Whatis an FBS ? _—
SUPPLY = UTLIZATION

* anational accounting framework

for agrifood system of a country Production Export
* atoolto obtain a comprehensive Import Food (+ proc.)
picture of the agri-food system of a
country, a framework to define key A Stock Losses
elements of national statistical
Feed

system for agriculture, and to
analyze trends of food availability Seed
across years.

« valuable for evidence-based Industrial
policies for agricultural Tourists
development and strenghtening —
food security Residual




1. Food balances and supply utilization accounts: main
concepts and definitions

FBS are standardized aggregations (by commodity trees) of the SUAs

« SUA : Supply Utilization Account
» The balance is compiled for every food item L
consumed within a country Validation &
Balancing

Commodities are converted into primary equivalents

Aggregation J

Primary commodity equivalent balances are combined
into one FBS




2. Quality of Food Balance Sheets for African Countries

FAO data collection process for African countries

Production:

FAO Annual Production/Utilisation Questionnaire

NSOs

Other unofficial (e.g. ISO, ICCO, Oil World, Barth, ICO...)
Academic papers and web research

* Trade:

. Customs offices thru UN COMTRADE
. Trade records from capacity development missions

* For missing data: Production imputations based on time-series models and
availability for processing. Trade mirror statistics are used. For all the utilization a
specific module is used to estimate missing data.

Data quality and validation

outlier detection routines;

expert knowledge (socio-economic, political stability, natural disaster);
intensive communication and peer review by countries.




3. Availability of official statistics in Africa - Production

Share of official datapoints over total values of production of primary agricultural
commodities in Africa
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3. Availability of official statistics in Africa - Production

Proportion of African countries that responded to Agricultural Production
Questionnaire (per cent), 2021--2023
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APQ Submission Status of 53 African Countries (2021-2023)
0% Category Number of Countries
Countries

10%
0% No Submission 17 Burundi, Cameroon, Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial

2021 2022 2023 Guinea, Eritrea, Eswatini, Ethiopia, Gabon, Liberia, Libya, Malawi,

Mauritania, Sdo Tomé and Principe, Seychelles, Somalia, Uganda

Submitted Once 10 Algeria, Comoros, Cote d'lvoire, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau,
Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Togo, United Republic of Tanzania

Submitted in two 11 Angola, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Madagascar, Namibia, Niger,
years Senegal, South Sudan, Tunisia, Zimbabwe

Submitted in all 15 Benin, Cabo Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Democratic

three years Republic of the Congo, Egypt, Kenya, Lesotho, Mali, Mauritius,

Morocco, Mozambique, Rwanda, South Africa, Zambia




3. Availability of official statistics in Africa - Trade

Proportion of data on trade reported by countries and
by trading partner countries, by region, 2014-2023
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4. Key findings from FAO food balance sheets for Africa

Trends in per capita dietary energy supply, Africa and World, 2014-2023
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4. Key findings from FAO food balance sheets for Africa

Trends in per capita dietary energy supply, sub-regions of Africa, 2014-2023
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4. Key findings from FAO food balance sheets for Africa

Imports as a percentage of total supply, by food group, Africa and World, 2010 to 2023 (per cent)
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4. Key findings from FAO food balance sheets for Africa

Export orientation of agrifood systems, by food group, Africa and World, 2010 to 2023 (per cent)
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4. Key findings from FAO food balance sheets for Africa

Composition of per capita dietary energy supply, Africa and World, 2014-2023
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4. Key findings from FAO food balance sheets for Africa

Different uses of supply, by food group, 2023
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5. Conclusions and recommendations

* Africa’s food availability remains low and stagnant at 2,556 kcal/cap/day, about 500 kcal below the global
average. Dietary patterns are dominated by cereals and starchy roots (cassava, yams), with low
consumption of livestock products.

* Countries show high dependence on imports of cereals, vegetable oils, and sugar, while food exports
remain limited.

* Most food is directly consumed, with little used for animal feed or non-food purposes due to small-scale
pastoral systems.

* Data collection systems for agricultural production and trade are weak, requiring urgent improvement:
* Conduct data system evaluation: assess current crop and livestock data collection

practices across countries; implement a strategy to modernize and institutionalize data collection
methods.

* Enhance trade data coverage: improve both reporting frequency and accuracy to capture formal and
informal trade flows

* Strengthening statistical capacity and using FAO’s Food Balance Sheet tool can support better agrifood
policy formulation.
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