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Rome, 11-16 November 2019

Report of the second meeting of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on
Farmers' Rights

Executive Summary

At its Seventh Session, the Governing Body established the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on
Farmers' Rights (Expert Group) to (i) produce an inventory of national measures that may be
adopted, best practices and lessons learned from the realization of Farmers’ Rights, as set out in
Acrticle 9 of the International Treaty; and (ii) based on the inventory, develop options for
encouraging, guiding and promoting the realization of Farmers’ Rights as set out in Article 9 of the
International Treaty.

During the biennium, the Expert Group met twice in Rome, Italy, in September 2018 and in May
2019. The documents and Reports of both meetings are available on the website of the International
Treaty.

This document contains the previously published Report of the Second Meeting of the Expert
Group for the information of the Governing Body.

This document can be accessed using the Quick Response Code on this page;

an FAO initiative to minimize its environmental impact and promote greener communications.
Other documents can be consulted at http://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/meetings/meetings-
detail/en/c/1111365/
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SECOND MEETING OF THE AD HOC TECHNICAL EXPERT GROUP ON
FARMERS’ RIGHTS

Rome, Italy, 20-23 May 2019

REPORT

ITEM 1. OPENING OF THE MEETING

1. The second meeting of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Farmers’ Rights (Expert
Group) was opened by Mr. Kent Nnadozie, Secretary of the International Treaty. He welcomed
participants to FAO Headquarters and thanked the Governments of Italy and Norway for their
generous financial support, which made it possible for the meeting to be conducted in Arabic,
English, French and Spanish, and working documents to be made available in all four languages.
He wished the Expert Group a fruitful meeting, in the same constructive spirit as the first one, and
emphasized its importance in the preparations for the Eighth Session of the Governing Body of
the International Treaty.

2. The Co-chairs, Ms. Svanhild-Isabelle Batta Torheim (Norway) and Mr. Rakesh Chandra
Agrawal (India), recalled the mandate of the Expert Group, which was to produce an inventory of
national measures and to develop options for encouraging, guiding and promoting the realization
of Farmers’ Rights, as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty, based on the inventory, for
the consideration of the Governing Body. They welcomed all experts and observers, especially
those who newly joined the Expert Group, and recalled the main outcomes of the first meeting of
the Expert Group in September 2018. The Co-chairs reiterated that the Expert Group was not a
negotiating group, in that the experts were called upon to share their knowledge, experiences and
expertise on Farmers' Rights in order to carry out the mandate given to them by the Governing
Body.

ITEM 2. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

3. The Co-chairs presented the document, IT/GB-8/AHTEG-2/19/Inf.5, Note on
Organizational Matters, and informed the Expert Group on how they intended to organize and
manage the meeting, especially with regard to the participation of observers.

4. The Co-Chairs also informed the Expert Group that the Bureau of the Eighth Session of
the Governing Body at its meeting in March 2019 had agreed to consider the membership of the
Co-chairs of the Expert Group to be outside the regional membership quota. Consequently, the
two concerned regions accordingly nominated new members to complete their regional
nominations.

5. The Expert Group noted these developments and welcomed its new members. It also
thanked the Secretary for the quality of the documents prepared for this meeting.

This document is printed in limited numbers to minimize the environmental impact of FAO's processes and
contribute to climate neutrality. Participants are kindly requested to bring their copies to meetings and to
avoid asking for additional copies.
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ITEM 3. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND TIME TABLE

6. The Expert Group adopted its Agenda, as provided in Appendix 1. The list of participants
of the meeting is contained in Appendix 2.

ITEM 4. IMPLEMENTATION OF FARMERS’ RIGHTS
Item 4.1 Inventory

7. The Secretary introduced the document, IT/GB-8/AHTEG-2/19/3 Inventory of national
measures, best practices and lessons learned from the realization of Farmers’ Rights, as set out in
Article 9 of the International Treaty. The Secretary also introduced the document IT/GB-
8/AHTEG-2/19/3Add.1 Draft Inventory of national measures, best practices and lessons learned
from the realization of Farmers’ Rights, as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty, and
explained how the draft Inventory was developed and the rationale followed to organize measures
and practices submitted by Contracting Parties and relevant Stakeholders.

8. The Expert Group continued its work on developing an inventory, based on the draft

prepared by the Secretary in accordance with the Group’s request and contained in the document,
IT/GB-8/AHTEG-FR-2/19/3 Add.1.

9. The Expert Group agreed that the main purpose of the Inventory was to produce a
catalogue of the range of measures/practices for the realization of Farmers’ Rights that had been
or were in the process of being implemented, so as to share, among the Contracting Parties and
relevant stakeholders, experiences gained so far with the implementation of Article 9. The
Inventory will include a disclaimer, clarifying that the Expert Group did not evaluate or assess the
measures/practices contained in the Inventory as to whether or not any measure/practice
contributes to the realization of Farmers’ Rights.

10. The draft Inventory as presented in the document, IT/GB-8/AHTEG-FR-2/19/3 Add.1
contained a brief introductory part explaining the nature of the Inventory, its purpose and how it
was developed. The Expert Group requested the Secretary to update this introductory part
explaining how the different provisions of Article 9 relate to each other and to other Articles of
the Treaty. The Expert Group discussed the relevance of realizing Farmers’ Rights in the context
of the Global Plan of Action.

11. It also agreed that the following text should be inserted in the introductory part of the
Inventory:

“In reaching consensus on the structure of the Inventory, the experts recognized that
Article 9 of the Treaty states that responsibility for realizing Farmers’ Rights rests with
national governments. Contracting parties are invited to pick up the ideas, practical
activities, or experiences from the inventory to implement Farmers’ Rights at the national
level as appropriate, but no particular item contained in the inventory should be
understood as being specifically required under Article 9 of the Treaty.”

12. The Expert Group agreed that the Inventory is a rolling document and should be
configured in a manner that would allow for the inclusion of new information and possible
updating. The Expert Group agreed on a revised version of the template for collecting
information, as given in Annex 2. It requested the Secretary to use the updated template on the
website of the International Treaty for further submissions. The Expert Group agreed that only
submissions containing the mandatory information in the template would be included in the
Inventory.

13. The Expert Group discussed the issue of whether Contracting Parties should be informed
about legislative measures related to them, in cases where they were not submitted by said
Contracting Parties.
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14. The Expert Group reviewed the columns in the structure of the draft Inventory and agreed
the revised version as contained in Annex 3. It also agreed on the following categories to be
included in the rows of the structure, as a tool to assist users to navigate the Inventory based on
similarity of submissions:

No. | Name of category

1 | Recognition of local and indigenous communities’, farmers’ contributions to
conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA, such as awards and recognition of
custodian/guardian farmers

2 | Financial contributions to support farmers’ conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA
such as contributions to benefit-sharing funds

3 | Approaches to encourage income-generating activities to support farmers’ conservation
and sustainable use of PGRFA

4 | Catalogues, registries and other forms of documentation of PGRFA and protection of
traditional knowledge

5 | In-situ/on-farm conservation and management of PGRFA, such as social and cultural
measures, community biodiversity management and conservation sites

6 | Facilitation of farmers’ access to a diversity of PGRFA through community seed banks?,

seed networks and other measures improving farmers’ choices of a wider diversity of
PGRFA

7 | Participatory approaches to research on PGRFA, including characterization and
evaluation, participatory plant breeding and variety selection

8 | Farmers’ participation in decision-making at local, national and sub-regional, regional
and international levels

9 [ Training, capacity development and public awareness creation

10 | Legal measures for the implementation of Farmers’ Rights, such as legislative measures
related to PGRFA

11 | Other measures/practices

15. In preparation for the Eighth Session of the Governing Body, all Contracting Parties and
stakeholders that made submissions would be invited to update their submissions based on the
revised template and to reconfirm their information that is included in the draft Inventory. The
Expert Group also agreed that the link in the draft Inventory to the submission should only be to
the relevant measure.

16. The Expert Group requested the Secretariat to update the draft Inventory in accordance
with the agreed elements, structure and categories. The Expert Group further requested the
Secretary to accept new submissions and that only submissions received by 31 July 2019 will be
included in the updated version of the draft Inventory to be presented to the Governing Body at its
Eighth Session as an information document.

1 This also includes Seed houses
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17. It also agreed that it would be useful and expedient for an online electronic version of the
Governing Body approved Inventory to be established by the Secretariat to enable ease of access,
use, searching and updating.

Item 4.2 Options

18. The Secretary introduced the document, IT/GB-8/AHTEG-2/19/4 Rev.1, Options for
encouraging, guiding and promoting the realization of Farmers’ Rights as set out in Article 9 of
the International Treaty. The document explored the possible meanings of “options”, how it
differed from “guidelines”, and provided information on examples derived from other
international processes and fora.

19. The Expert Group considered that the Options should be a rolling document. It agreed
that the Options should have a concise and user-friendly structure, adopting the same categories as
in the Inventory, with a reference to the relevant provision(s) of Article 9 of the International
Treaty. It agreed that under each category, options to encourage, guide and promote the
realization of Farmers’ Rights, as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty, should be listed.

20. The Expert Group also agreed on how to describe the options taking into account the
name of the option, what the option is about, and what type(s) of measures may typically be
involved (technical, administrative, legal, other).

21. The Expert Group agreed on elements to be covered in the introductory part, such as
background and rationale, objective, nature and scope, intended users/target groups. Several
proposals were made on how the introductory part could be enhanced; more time will be needed
to finalize these discussion.

22, The report of the Expert Group to the Governing Body contained, as Annex 4 of Appendix
3, an outline for developing the Options for encouraging, guiding and promoting the realization of
Farmers’ Rights, as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty. The Expert Group is
committed to continue its constructive work based on this outline.

ITEM 5. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

23. The Expert Group recommended that the Governing Body welcome the draft Inventory
and endorse the structure and template for further updates of the rolling Inventory.

24. As the Expert Group was unable to finish its task due to time and resource constraints,
and considering the significant progress made so far, it further recommends that the Governing
Body reconvene the Expert Group to enable it to finalize its tasks, as mandated by the Governing
Body.

25. Should the Governing Body decide to reconvene the Expert Group, it should also request
the Secretary to prepare relevant working documents to facilitate its work, including populating
the outline for Options for further considerations by the group.

26. In this context, the Expert Group requested the Secretary to prepare elements of a possible
draft Resolution for the consideration of the Governing Body at its Eighth Session, based on the
past Resolutions on Farmers’ Rights, and incorporating the relevant recommendations and issues
the Group had agreed on.

217. The Expert Group thanked the Governments of Italy and Norway for the financial support
they had provided towards the organization of the meeting, which also enabled the provision of
interpretation and translation services.
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ITEM 6. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

28. The Expert Group adopted this report, containing the proceedings of the meeting and its
report to the Eighth Session of the Governing Body.
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Appendix 1

1)
2)
3)

4)

5)

6)

AGENDA

Opening of the meeting
Organizational matters
Adoption of the agenda and timetable

Implementation of Farmers' Rights
4.1 Inventory of national measures, best practices and lessons learned from
the realization of Farmers' Rights, as set out in Article 9 of the
International Treaty

4.2 Options for encouraging, guiding and promoting the realization of
Farmers' Rights as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty

Any other business

Adoption of the Report
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Appendix 2

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
CO-CHAIRS

Ms Svanhild Isabelle BATTA TORHEIM
Senior Advisor

Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Postboks 8007 Dep

0030 Oslo, Norway

Phone: +47 41123404

Email: sto@Imd.dep.no

Mr Rakesh Chandra AGRAWAL

Registrar General

Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers' Rights Authority

Ministry of Agriculture, Department of Agriculture and Co-operation
S-2, A Block, NASC Complex

110012 DPS Marg, New Delhi, India

Phone: +91 (11) 25843316

Email: rg-ppvfra@nic.in

EXPERTS

Mr Godfrey MWILA

National Focal Point for ITPGRFA

Deputy Director — Technical Services

Zambia Agriculture Research Institute, Mount Makilu Research Centre
Private bag 7, Chilanga, Zambia

Phone: +260 211278180

Mobile: +260 966745604

Email: godfrey.mwila@gmail.com

Ms Michelle ANDRIAMAHAZO

Point Focal National du TIRPAA

Agro-Environementaliste

Ministere de I'Agriculture, de I'Elevage et de la Péche de Madagascar (MAEP)
B.P. 301 Anosy, Antananarivo Madagascar

Phone: +261 340561031

Email: michelle.andriamahazo@gmail.com; somiandria@yahoo.fr

Ms Modester KACHAPILA MILINYU
Malawi Plant Genetic Resources Centre
Chitedze Research Station, P.O. Box 158
Lilongwe, Malawi

Phone: +265 884707346

Email: mauldyka83@gmail.com;
mauldyka@yahoo.com



mailto:sto@lmd.dep.no
mailto:rg-ppvfra@nic.in
mailto:godfrey.mwila@gmail.com
mailto:michelle.andriamahazo@gmail.com
mailto:somiandria@yahoo.fr
mailto:mauldyka83@gmail.com
mailto:mauldyka@yahoo.com

8 IT/GB-8/AHTEG-FR-2/19/Report

Mme. Yasmina EL BAHLOUL

Amélioration Génétique et Biotechnologies VVégétales

Coordinatrice UR Amélioration des Plantes Conservation
et Valorisation des Ressources Phytogénétiques

Centre Régional de la Recherche Agronomique

B.P 6570, Rabat-Instituts 10101, Morocco

Phone: +212 661586375

Email: yas_ba@yahoo.fr

Mr Toussaint MIKPON

National Focal Point

Centre de recherches agricoles Sud Bénin

Institut national de recherches agricoles du Benin (INRAB)
Niaouli, Benin

Phone: +229 97 24 43 81 Fax: +229 9540 74 20

Email: owoyori@yahoo.fr

Ms Najibeh ATAEI

Director-General

Agricultural Research Institute, Ministry of Agriculture
Kabul, Afghanistan

Phone: +93704792760 / +4915736946627

Email: najibeh.ataei@gmail.com / najibeh.ataei@mail.gov.af

Mr Mastur KOESHADI

Director of ICABIOGRAD

Centre for Biotechnology and Genetic Resources, Ministry of Agriculture
JL. Tentara Pelajar no. 3a, Bogor 16114, Indonesia

Phone: +62 251 8111117756 - 8333440 - 8327975

Mobile: +62 81385245544 Fax: +62 251 8338820

E-mail: bb_biogen@Ilitbang.pertanian.go.id / Mastur002@yahoo.com

Mr Satoshi NAKANO

Section chief

Environment Policy Office

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Tokyo, Japan

Email: satoshi_nakano870@maff.go.jp

Mr Muhammad SHAFIE

Senior Researcher

Agrobiodiversity & Environment Research Centre

MyGenebank Complex, Malaysian Agricultural Research and Development Institute (MARDI)
43400 Serdang, Selangor, Malaysia

Phone : +603 89537329

Email : shafiems@mardi.gov.my; siduapatnam@gmail.com

Ms Amparo AMPIL

Development Management Officer V

Chief of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries Policy Division
Department of Agriculture

Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines
Phone: +63 29267939 Fax: +63 29280590

Email: acascolan@yahoo.com
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Ms Christina BLANK

Division Programme global sécurité alimentaire
Direction du développement et de la coopération
Freiburgstrasse 130

3003 Berne, Switzerland

Email: christina.blank@eda.admin.ch

Ms Inge TENNIGLO

Policy officer food security

European Agricultural and Fisheries Policy and Food Security Department
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality

den Haag, the Netherlands

Phone: +31 615205542

Email: i.e.m.tenniglo@mininv.nl

Mr Riccardo BOCCI

Rete Semi Rurali

Via di Casignano, 25

50018 Scandicci

Firenze, Italy

Cell.: +39 328 3876663
Email: r.bocci@semirurali.it

Ms Regine ANDERSEN
Senior Research Fellow
Fridtjof Nansen Institute

P.O. Box 326

1326 Lysaker, Norway

Phone: + 47 95118037

Email: regine.andersen@fni.no

Mr Frédéric MALTERRE
Adjoint au chef de bureau des semences et de la protection intégrée
des cultures
Ministere de I'agriculture et de l'alimentation, Direction générale de I'alimentation
Service des actions sanitaires en production primaire, Sous-Direction de la qualité, de la santé et
de la protection des végétaux
251 rue de Vaugirard 75732 Paris, France
Phone : +33 149 55 49 55
Email : frederic.malterre@agriculture.gouv.fr

Sr. Jos¢ CAMPERO MARANON

Punto Focal Nacional para el TIRFAA

Responsable de la Unidad de Recursos Genéticos, Instituto Nacional de Innovacion Agropecuaria
y Forestal (INIAF)

La Paz, Estado Plurinacional de Bolivia

Phone: +591 77700041

Email: jose.campero@iniaf.gob.bo

Sra. Teresa AGUERO TEARE

Punto Focal Nacional para el TIRFAA

Encargada asuntos ambientales, recursos genéticos y bioseguridad
Oficina de Estudios y Politicas Agrarias, Ministerio de Agricultura
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Teatinos 40 - Piso 8 Santiago, Chile
Phone: +56 223973039
Email: taguero@odepa.gob.cl

Ms Lianne FERNANDEZ GRANDA

Punto Focal Nacional para el TIRFAA

Coordinadora Técnica de Recursos Fitogenéticos, J’Dpto Recursos Fitogenéticos y Semillas
Instituto de Investigaciones Fundamentales en Agricultura Tropical (INIFAT)

Ministerio de la Agricultura Direccidn institucional

Calle 188 N. 38754 /397 y Linderos, Santiago de las Vegas CP 17 200

La Habana, Cuba

Phone: +53 7683 0098

Email: genetical @inifat.co.cu; gauden@infomed.sld.cu; Ifdezgranda@gmail.com

Sr. Roger Alberto BECERRA GALLARDO

Punto Focal Nacional para el TIRFAA

Coordinador del Area de Acceso a Recursos Genéticos
Instituto Nacional de Innovacion Agraria - INIA

Av. La Molina N° 1981, Distrito La Molina

Lima, PerG

Phone: + 511 240-2100, Anexo 355 Celular; 939269910
Email: rbecerra@inia.gob.pe

Sr. César TAPIA BASTIDAS

Punto Focal Nacional para el TIRFAA

Responsable Dpto Nacional de Recursos Genéticos

Instituto Nacional de Investigaciones Agropecuarias (INIAP)
Panamericana Sur Km. 1 via Tambillo

Cantén Mejia, Quito, Ecuador

Phone: +593 23006089 Fax: +593 2504240

Email: denareg@yahoo.com; cesar.tapia@iniap.gob.ec

Ms Samia Gaafar Mohamed BITIK

National Focal Point for the ITPGRFA

Director of Administration of Quality Control and Export Development
National Focal Point of the ITPGRFA

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

Khartum, Sudan

Phone: +249 912246197

Email: samiabitik@yahoo.com

Mr Parviz KOOHAFKAN

Honorary Professor

Agroecology and Family Farming, Shahid Behesti University of Tehran
Daneshiou Boulevard, Tehran

19839 969411 Iran

Phone:+39 3911368821

Email: parvizkoohafkan@gmail.com

Mr Khaled ABULAILA

Botanist, Conservation Biologist

Director/Directorate of Plant Diversity

National Center for Agricultural Research & Extension (NCARE)

PO Box 639, Baga'a, 19381, Jordan

Phone: +962 64725071 Mobile: +962 796602987 Fax: +962 64726099
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Email : kabulaila@gmail.com; Khaled.Abulaila@narc.gov.jo
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National Focal Point for ITPGRFA

Director General

Agriculture Research and Extension Authority

National Genetic Resources Center

P.O. Box 87148 Dhamar, Yemen

Phone: + 967 06423917 Mobile:+967 772555668 Fax: +967 6423914
Email: maeenl@yahoo.com
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National Focal Point for the ITPGRFA

Director, National bank for plant genetic resources
Tripoli, Libya

Mobile: +218 926487642

Email: moustafa_elaghel@yahoo.com

Mr Chris HANNON

Attorney Advisor

Office of Policy and International Affairs

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

600 Dulaney Street, Alexandria, VA, USA 22314
Phone: +1-571-272-7385

Email: Christian.Hannon@uspto.gov

Mr Pesach (Pace) LUBINSKY

Agricultural Resources Advisor

USDA Foreign Agricultural Service

Office of Capacity Building and Development
Washington, DC, USA

Phone: +1 (202) 384-4856

Email: pace.lubinsky@fas.usda.gov

Mr Stephen SMITH

Affiliate Professor

lowa State University
Department of Agronomy

716 Farm House Lane

2104 Agronomy Hall

Ames, 1A, USA 50011

Email: stephen.smith@mchsi.com

Ms Nancy GARDNER

Director

Office of Intellectual Property and Commercialization

Agriculture and AgriFood Canada

3600 Casavant Boulevard West, Saint Hyacinthe qc j2s 8e3 Canada
Phone: +1 450 768-9659 Fax: +1 450 768-7851

Email: nancy.gardner@canada.ca

Mr Marc DE WIT

Examiner

Plant Breeders' Rights Office
Canadian Food Inspection Agency
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Phone : +1 613 773-7198 Fax : +1 613 773-7115
Email : marc.dewit@canada.ca
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Griffith Law School
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Griffith University 4222

Australia

Phone +61 7 5552 7249 Fax +61 07 5552 8667
E-mail: c.lawson@griffith.edu.au
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Apia, Samoa

E-mail: melzi.plantation@gmail.com

Ms Alimata TRAORE

Coordination Nationale des Organisations Paysannes-CNOP
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E-mail : alimatou@yahoo.fr

Mr Sergio ALONZO

Manager of Technical Activities

Asociacion de Organizaciones de los Cuchumatanes (ASOCUCH)
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Huehuetenango, Guatemala

Phone: +502 50069165

E-mail: alonzo.sergio@gmail.com

Mr Pitambar SHRESTHA

Head of Programme Operations

Local Initiatives for Biodiversity, Research and Development (LI-BIRD)
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E-mail: pitambar@libird.org
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Legal Counsel and Director of Training and Assistance
International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants
34, chemin des Colombettes

1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland

Phone: +41 22 3389410

Email: yolanda.huerta@upov.int

Ms Szonja CSORGO

Director IP & Legal Affairs
European Seed Association

52, Avenue des Arts
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Phone: +32 2 743 28 60

Email: szonjacsorgo@euroseeds.eu
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Appendix 3

REPORT OF THE AD HOC TECHNICAL EXPERT GROUP ON
FARMERS’ RIGHTS
TO THE EIGHTH SESSION OF THE GOVERNING BODY

. INTRODUCTION

1. The Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Farmers’ Rights (Expert Group) was established
by the Governing Body through Resolution 7/2017. Its mandate are to:

i produce an inventory of national measures that may be adopted, best
practices and lessons learned from the realization of Farmers’ Rights, as
set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty; and

ii. based on the inventory, develop options for encouraging, guiding and
promoting the realization of Farmers’ Rights as set out in Article 9 of the
International Treaty.

2. The terms of reference of the Expert Group, as contained in Resolution 7/2017, are
provided in Annex 1.

3. In establishing the Terms of Reference, the Governing Body agreed that the Expert Group
may hold up to two meetings in the biennium 2018-2019, subject to the availability of financial
resources.

4. The Expert Group held its first meeting from 11 to 14 September 2018 in Rome, Italy. As
it could not conclude all its tasks at that meeting, it held a second meeting from 20 to 23 May
2019 in Rome, ltaly.

5. The Expert Group comprised up to five members designated by each FAO region, up to
three representatives of farmer organizations, particularly from the centers of origin and crop
diversity, and up to three other stakeholders, including the seed sector, that were designated by the
Bureau of the Eighth Session of the Governing Body. The list of members and stakeholders of the
Expert Group is given in Appendix 2.

6. Pursuant to Resolution 7/2017, the Bureau of the Eighth Session of the Governing Body
appointed Ms. Svanhild-Isabelle Batta Torheim (Norway) and Mr. Rakesh Chandra Agrawal
(India) as the Co-chairs of the Expert Group. It also agreed to consider the membership of the Co-
chairs of the Expert Group to be outside the regional membership quota. Consequently, the two
concerned regions accordingly nominated new members to complete their regional nominations.

7. This report describes the work undertaken by the Expert Group during the biennium
pursuant to its Terms of Reference.

1. INVENTORY OF NATIONAL MEASURES, BEST PRACTICES AND
LESSONS LEARNED FROM THE REALIZATION OF FARMERS’ RIGHTS
AS SET OUT IN ARTICLE 9 OF THE INTERNATIONAL TREATY

8. The Expert Group recalled that the Governing Body, through Resolution 7/2017, invited
Contracting Parties and all relevant stakeholders, especially farmers’ organizations, to submit
views, experiences and best practices as examples of possible options for national implementation
of Article 9 of the International Treaty, as appropriate and subject to national legislation. In the
preparation of the Inventory, it requested the Secretary to compile and submit these inputs to the
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Expert Group on Farmers’ Rights. The Expert Group noted the large number of Contracting
Parties and stakeholders that made submissions in response to the Governing Body’s invitation.

9. It agreed that the Inventory should contain a brief introductory part, explaining the nature
of the Inventory, its purpose, and how it was developed. The Expert Group requested the
Secretary to update this introductory part according to the inputs it provided at its second meeting.

10. The Expert Group agreed that the main purpose of the Inventory was to produce a
catalogue of the range of measures/practices for the realization of Farmers’ Rights that had been
or were in the process of being implemented, so as to share, among the Contracting Parties and
relevant stakeholders, experiences gained so far with the implementation of Article 9. The
Inventory will include a disclaimer, clarifying that the Expert Group did not evaluate or assess the
measures/practices contained in the Inventory as to whether or not any measure/practice
contributes to the realization of Farmers’ Rights.

11. The Inventory should be configured in a manner that would allow for the inclusion of new
information and possible updating. Consequently, the Inventory shall be a rolling document. For
this purpose, the Expert Group agreed on a template for collecting information on examples, as
given in Annex 2, and requested the Secretary to put it on the website of the International Treaty
as a suggested template for further submissions by Contracting Parties and stakeholders of
national measures, best practices and lessons learned. The Expert Group agreed that only
submissions containing the mandatory information in the template would be included in the
Inventory.

12. The Expert Group agreed that the Inventory would only focus on measures and practices
that had been or are in the process of being implemented.

13. The Expert Group recommended that the structure of the Inventory should be simple,
concise, and accessible to possible users, while allowing for the relevant information to be
included. The Expert Group accordingly agreed to utilize the structure as given in Annex 3.

14. The Expert Group agreed on the following categories to be used as rows in the structure,
as a tool for assisting the user to navigate the Inventory based on similarity of submissions:

No. | Name of category

1 | Recognition of local and indigenous communities’, farmers’ contributions to
conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA, such as awards and recognition of
custodian/guardian farmers

2 | Financial contributions to support farmers conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA
such as contributions to benefit-sharing funds

3 | Approaches to encourage income-generating activities to support farmers’ conservation
and sustainable use of PGRFA

4 | Catalogues, registries and other forms of documentation of PGRFA and protection of
traditional knowledge

5 | In-situ/on-farm conservation and management of PGRFA, such as social and cultural
measures, community biodiversity management and conservation sites
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6 | Facilitation of farmers” access to a diversity of PGRFA through community seed banks?,

seed networks and other measures improving farmers’ choices of a wider diversity of
PGRFA

7 | Participatory approaches to research on PGRFA, including characterization and
evaluation, participatory plant breeding and variety selection

8 | Farmers’ participation in decision-making at local, national and sub-regional, regional
and international levels

9 [ Training, capacity development and public awareness creation

10 | Legal measures for the implementation of Farmers’ Rights, such as legislative measures
related to PGRFA

11 | Other measures / practices

15. Based on these agreements, the Expert Group accordingly developed the Inventory of
National Measures, Best Practices and Lessons Learned from the Realization of Farmers’ Rights,
as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty, based on the structure as provided in Annex 3.
The Expert Group agreed that, having taken into account the huge volume and cost implications
for translation into several languages, the draft Inventory will be contained in an information
document to be made available to the Governing Body.

16. The Expert Group requested the Secretariat to update the draft Inventory in accordance
with the agreed elements, structure and categories. The Expert Group further requested the
Secretary to accept new submissions and that only submissions received by 31 July 2019 will be
included in the updated version of the draft Inventory to be presented to the Governing Body at its
Eighth Session as an information document.

17. It also agreed that it would be useful and expedient for an online electronic version of the
Governing Body approved Inventory to be established by the Secretariat to enable ease of access,
use, searching and updating.

1. OPTIONS FOR ENCOURAGING, GUIDING AND PROMOTING THE
REALIZATION OF FARMERS’ RIGHTS, AS SET OUT IN ARTICLE 9 OF
THE INTERNATIONAL TREATY

18. The Expert Group considered that the Options should be a rolling document. The Expert
Group agreed that the Options should have a concise and user-friendly structure, adopting the
same categories as in the Inventory, with a reference to the relevant provision/s of Article 9 of the
International Treaty. It agreed that under each category, options to encourage, guide and promote
the realization of Farmers’ Rights, as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty, should be
listed.

19. The Expert Group also agreed on how to describe the options taking into account the
name of the option, what the option is about, and what type(s) of measures may typically be
involved (technical, administrative, legal, other).

2 This also includes Seed houses
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20. The Expert Group agreed on elements to be covered in the introductory part, such as
background and rationale, objective, nature and scope, intended users/target groups. Several
proposals were made on how the introductory part could be enhanced; more time will be needed
to finalize these discussions.

21. The report of the Expert Group to the Governing Body contained, as Annex 4, an outline
for developing the Options for encouraging, guiding and promoting the realization of Farmers’
Rights, as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty. The Expert Group is committed to
continue its constructive work based on this outline.

V. RECOMMENDATIONS AND POSSIBLE FUTURE WORK OF THE EXPERT
GROUP

22. Based on its work and the progress in carrying out its tasks, the Expert Group
recommends that the Governing Body welcome the draft Inventory, and endorse the structure and
template for further updates of the rolling Inventory.

23. As the Expert Group was unable to finish its task due to the volume of work and time
constraints, and considering the significant progress made so far, it further recommends that the
Governing Body reconvene the Expert Group to enable it to finalize its tasks, as mandated by the
Governing Body.

24, Should the Governing Body decide to reconvene the Expert Group, it should also request
the Secretary to prepare relevant working documents to facilitate its work, including populating
the template for Options for further considerations by the group.

25. The Expert Group further recommends that the Governing Body appeal to Contracting
Parties and other donors to provide additional financial resources for the work of the Expert
Group, including to cover costs of interpretation and translation of documents.

26. In this context, The Expert Group requested the Secretary to prepare elements of a
possible draft Resolution for the consideration of the Governing Body at its Eighth Session, based
on its work and incorporating the relevant recommendations and issues the Group had agreed on.
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Annex 1

Terms of reference for the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Farmers' Rights

1. The Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Farmers' Rights will:

i) Produce an inventory of national measures that may be adopted, best practices
and lessons learned from the realization of Farmers’ Rights, as set out in Article
9 of the International Treaty;

ii)  Based on the inventory, develop options for encouraging, guiding and
promoting the realization of Farmers’ Rights as set out in Article 9 of the
International Treaty.

2. In the development of its work, the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group may consider the
proceedings from the Global Consultation on Farmers’ Rights held in Bali, Indonesia, in 2016, as
well as other relevant consultations.

3. The Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group will comprise up to five members designated by
each FAQ region, up to three representatives of farmer organizations, particularly from the centers
of origin and crop diversity, and up to three other stakeholders, including the seed sector,
designated by the Bureau of the Eighth Session of the Governing Body.

4. The Bureau of the Eighth Session of the Governing Body will appoint two Co-Chairs
from the Contracting Parties of the International Treaty - one from a developing country and one
from a developed country.

5. The Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group may hold up to two meetings in the biennium 2018-
2019, subject to the availability of financial resources.

6. The Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group will report back to the Governing Body on its work
for further consideration at the Eight Session of the Governing Body.

7. The Secretary will facilitate the process and assist the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group in
its work.
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Annex 2

Template for collecting information on examples

Basic information

Title of measure/practice

Date of submission

Name(s) of country/countries in which the measure/practice is taking place

Responsible institution/organization (name, address, website (if applicable), e-mail address,
telephone number(s) and contact person)

Type of institution/organization (categories)

Collaborating/supporting institutions/organizations/actors, if applicable (name, address,
website (if applicable), e-mail address, telephone number(s))

Description of the examples
Mandatory information:3

Short summary to be put in the inventory (max. 200 words) including:

Implementing entity and partners
Start year

Obijective(s)

Summary of core components
Key outcomes

o Lessons learned (if applicable)

O O O O O

Brief history (including starting year), as appropriate

Core components of the measure/practice (max 200 words)

Description of the context and the history of the measure/practice is taking place (political,
legal and economic framework conditions for the measure/practice) (max 200 words)

To which provision(s) of Article 9 of the International Treaty does this measure relate

Art. 9.1 O
Art.9.2a O
Art.9.2b O
Art.9.2c O
Art. 9.3 O

Other information, if applicable

Please indicate which category of the Inventory is most relevant for the proposed measure,
and which other categories are also relevant (if any):

No. | Category Most Also

relevant* | relevant®

1 | Recognition of local and indigenous communities’, farmers’

contributions to conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA,
such as awards and recognition of custodian/guardian farmers

3 This mandatory information is required in order for the measure/practice to be included in the Inventory.

4 Please select only one category that is most relevant, under which the measure will be listed.

5 Please select one or several categories that may also be relevant (if applicable).
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2 | Financial contributions to support farmers conservation and
sustainable use of PGRFA such as contributions to benefit-
sharing funds

3 | Approaches to encourage income-generating activities to
support farmers’ conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA

4 | Catalogues, registries and other forms of documentation of
PGRFA and protection of traditional knowledge

5 | In-situ/on-farm conservation and management of PGRFA, such
as social and cultural measures, community biodiversity
management and conservation sites

6 | Facilitation of farmers’ access to a diversity of PGRFA through
community seed banks®, seed networks and other measures
improving farmers’ choices of a wider diversity of PGRFA.

7 | Participatory approaches to research on PGRFA, including
characterization and evaluation, participatory plant breeding
and variety selection

8 | Farmers’ participation in decision-making at local, national and
sub-regional, regional and international levels

9 | Training, capacity development and public awareness creation

10 | Legal measures for the implementation of Farmers’ Rights,
such as legislative measures related to PGRFA.

11 | Other measures / practices

e In case you selected ‘other measures’, would you like to suggest a description of this measure,
e.g. as a possible new category?

Obijective(s)

Target group(s) and numbers of involved and affected farmers’

Location(s) and geographical outreach

Resources used for implementation of the measure/practice

How has the measure/practice affected the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic

resources for food and agriculture?

o Please describe the achievements of the measure/ practice so far (including quantification)
(max 200 words)

e Other national level instruments that are linked to the measure/practice

e Are you aware of any other international agreements or programs that are relevant for this
measure/practice?

e Other issues you wish to address, that have not yet been covered, to describe the

measure/practice

Lessons learned

o Describe lessons learned which may be relevant for others who wish to do the same or similar
measures/practices (max 250 words).

e What challenges encountered along the way (if applicable) (max 200 words)

6 Including seed houses.

" Any classification, e.g. of the types of farmer addressed, may be country-specific.
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What would you consider conditions for success, if others should seek to carry out such a
measure or organize such an activity? (max 100 words)

Further information

Link(s) to further information about the measure/practice
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Structure of the Inventory

Type Title of Short description of measure/practice Country/region | Link Provision of Art. 9
measure/practice addressed
[«5)
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Category 1
Category 2
Category 3
Etc.

This document is printed in limited numbers to minimize the environmental impact of FAQ's processes and contribute to climate neutrality. Participants are kindly requested

to bring their copies to meetings and to avoid asking for additional copies.




Annex 4

OUTLINE

Options for encouraging, guiding and promoting the realization of Farmers’ Rights as set out in
Article 9 of the International Treaty

Introduction

Background and rationale, objective, nature and scope, intended users/target groups, including:
o How the document was developed — based on the inventory of measures
e Explanation of categories and how they are used in the document
o Definition of option and explaining that these are possibilities to choose from and to combine
e Guide to the document: Explanation of the organization of the document and that under the
categories there will be several options.

Template for introduction of each category:
e Reference to relevant provision/s of Article 9 of the International Treaty
e Explaining why measures under this category can be regarded as options to encourage, guide and
promote the realization of Farmers’ Rights

Template for information on each option:
e Explaining what this option is about
e Describing what type(s) of measures may typically be involved (technical, administrative, legal
and/or other measures)

Category 1.
Recognition of local and indigenous communities’ and farmers’ contributions to the conservation and
sustainable use of PGRFA, such as awards and recognition of custodian/guardian farmers

Option A:
Option B:

Option C:

(possibly more or less options)

Category 2:
Financial contributions to support farmers’ conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA such as
contributions to benefit-sharing funds

This document is printed in limited numbers to minimize the environmental impact of FAO's processes and contribute to
climate neutrality. Participants are kindly requested to bring their copies to meetings and to avoid asking for additional
copies.
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Option A:

Option B:

Option C:

(possibly more or less options)

Category 3:
Approaches to encourage income-generating activities to support farmers’ conservation and
sustainable use of PGRFA

Option A:

Option B:

Option C:

(possibly more or less options)

Category 4.
Catalogues, registries and other forms of documentation of PGRFA and protection of traditional
knowledge

Option A:

Option B:

Option C:

(possibly more or less options)

Category 5:
In situ on-farm conservation and management of PGRFA, such as social and cultural measures,
community biodiversity management and conservation sites

Option A:
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Option B:

Option C:

(possibly more or less options)

Category 6:
Facilitation of farmers’ access to a diversity of PGRFA through community seed banks, seed networks
and other measures improving farmers’ choices of a wider diversity of PGRFA

Option A:

Option B:

Option C:

(possibly more or less options)

Category 7.

Participatory approaches to research on PGRFA, including characterization and evaluation,
participatory plant breeding and variety selection

Option A:

Option B:

Option C:

(possibly more or less options)

Category 8:
Farmers’ participation in decision-making at local, national and sub-regional, regional and
international levels

Option A:

Option B:
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Option C:

(possibly more or less options)

Category 9:
Training, capacity development and public awareness creation

Option A:

Option B:

Option C:

(possibly more or less options)

Category 10:
Legal measures for the implementation of Farmers’ Rights, such as legislative measures related to

PGRFA

Option A:

Option B:

Option C:

(possibly more or less options)

Category 11:
Other measures / practices

Option A:

Option B:

Option C:

(possibly more or less options)




