
period

January–December 2020

to assist

2.2 million people  

FAO requires

USD 35.5 million 

With the economic crisis 
exacerbating longstanding 
vulnerabilities due to years 
of conflict, humanitarian 
livelihoods support will be 
critical to resuming and 
improving production in areas 
with the highest prevalence of 
food insecurity.
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Humanitarian needs in the Sudan continue to climb one year after civil 
unrest and socio-political change. The impact of conflict, recurrent 
climatic shocks, resulting displacement and a worsening economic crisis 
are threatening livelihoods and aggravating food insecurity.      

Objectives

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security and Livelihoods  
Sector to:
•	 Enhance resilience of vulnerable people impacted by protracted crisis 

who suffer from food insecurity through provision of sufficient, quality 
and nutritious food.

•	 Improve availability of, and accessibility to, sufficient quality food 
for individuals impacted by protracted crisis and suffering from food 
insecurity. 

Activities

Increase crop production
farmer field schools | training in new technologies | fuel efficiency 
storage and processing | emergency agricultural inputs

Support animal health
vaccination and treatment | livestock feed | training | awareness 
raising on food chain threats | emergency livestock inputs

Strengthen natural resource management 
climate-smart water harvesting | nursery establishment and 
rehabilitation | early warning systems for environmental and 
natural hazards

Strengthen food security coordination 
food security analysis | capacity building | needs assessments | 
sector and inter-sector coordination
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Impact on food security 

The intensifying economic crisis after years of inactivity and 
little investment perpetuates high levels of food insecurity. 
Despite above-average harvests in 2019, staple food prices 
and agricultural production costs remain high. Some 
areas in Darfur reported a 15–25 percent price increase 
in July 2019 compared with year-earlier levels. Prices of 
wheat and other staple crops increased fourfold since 
October 2017, particularly affecting urban families. Setbacks 
due to high inflation and the removal of subsidies for various 
commodities gravely threaten livelihoods. 

Food insecurity and loss of livelihoods are also driven by 
conflict, displacement and natural disasters, including 
drought and annual flooding. As of September 2019, 
14 percent of the total population are severely food 
insecure. This excludes West Darfur State, where projections 
in January–March 2019 estimated 400 000 people 
experiencing severe acute food insecurity.

Erratic rainfall and outbreaks of desert locusts also pose 
serious challenges to agricultural production. Most of the 
country’s agricultural activity depends on rainfall. The 
unreliable nature of rains, together with its concentration 
into short growing seasons, expose rainfed agricultural 
systems to more frequent and intensive drought. Sustained 
control and surveillance measures are needed to protect 
crops and prevent widespread destruction, as locust 
numbers increase.

Most families continue to depend on small-scale agriculture 
to survive. Farmers without access to production inputs for 
the upcoming season will translate into reduced planted 
areas and yields. In 2020, agriculture-based interventions, 
including support to access inputs and enhance capacities, 
are vital to increase food security among the country’s most 
vulnerable populations – displaced people, refugees and 
their hosting communities.

Situation analysis

Source: IPC, November 2019. Conforms to UN Sudan map, March 2012.

Contact

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on the map(s) in this 
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, 
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps 
represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

FAO Representation in the Sudan  
Khartoum, the Sudan | FAO-SD@fao.org

FAO Emergency and Resilience Division 
Rome, Italy | PSE-Director@fao.org

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
www.fao.org/emergencies
www.fao.org/resilience
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Acute food insecurity situation (June–August 2019)

4 – Emergency 5 – Famine1 – Minimal 2 – Stressed 3 – Crisis

Inadequate evidence Not included in the analysis

Integrated Food Security Phase Classification

5.8 million people in severe 

acute food insecurity – excluding 

West Darfur State

522 000 children under 5 suffer 

from severe acute malnutrition

2 million  people 

internally displaced and 

1.1 million refugees, including 

859 286 South Sudanese

63 percent of land in 

the Sudan is arable, suitable for crop 

and livestock production
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