
Marketing and trade
▪ About 90 000 tonnes of olive oil is consumed 

domestically
▪ Around 40 000 tonnes are exported to countries such 

as UAE and Saudi Arabia
▪ Syria has not imported olive oil since the 1990s
▪ Export expansion is limited by trade blockades and 

sanctions

Consumption
▪ Unpurified olive oil, of mixed quality, is widely 

consumed in Syria
▪ Due to economic hardship and high prices, 

consumption has declined to less than 3 litres per 
capita per year

▪ Olive oil is increasingly replaced by cheaper vegetable 
oils, such as sunflower oil
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General overview 
The importance of the olive tree goes back to ancient 
human history. Ancient civilizations across the 
Mediterranean revered it as a sacred tree, a symbol of 
peace, and a source of wealth. Historical studies and 
archaeological findings indicate that Syria is the 
original home of the olive tree, from where it spread 
across the region.

Processing
▪ Approximately 125 000 tonnes of olive oil is 

processed annually
Syria has 843 olive presses:
▪ 710 modern presses using centrifugal techniques
▪ 133 traditional presses using pressure, mostly in 

coastal regions
Improvement priorities include:
▪ Better adherence to the olive presses working guide 
▪ Reducing oil losses
▪ Ensuring safe disposal of wastewater

Syria
Olives (Olea europaea)
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Status of the Olive in Syria 
The main marketing channel for olives is processing into 
olive oil, which absorbs about 80 percent of the annual 
harvest. The remaining 20 percent is sold fresh or 
pickled. Seventy percent of the olive oil produced is 
consumed locally, while the surplus is exported.



Cultural importance and local 
consumption
The olive tree holds deep cultural and historical 
significance in Syria, symbolizing peace, resilience, and 
prosperity. Believed to have originated in the region, olives 
and olive oil are deeply embedded in Syrian cuisine, 
particularly in central, coastal, and northern areas, where 
they are consumed fresh or used in cooking.

For more information:
OCOP Secretariat: OCOP@fao.org
FAO Regional Office for NENA: rne-ocop@fao.org
OCOP Syria: FAO-SY@fao.org

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Rome, Italy

Challenges
▪ Low consumer awareness of olive oil quality and 

health benefits
▪ Weak adoption of GAP and poor performance of some 

olive presses
▪ Absence of a reliable quality control and classification 

system
▪ Climate variability and biennial bearing cycles affect 

yield and consistency

Key activities
▪ Since 2022, FAO has implemented the Building Local 

Resilience in Syria project, funded by UK Aid, across 
Aleppo, Deir-ez-Zor, Hama, Homs, and Rural 
Damascus

▪ The project boosts olive yields through climate-smart 
and evidence-based practices delivered via Farmer 
Field Schools (FFS)

▪ FFS serve as platforms for farmers to exchange 
knowledge, experiment, and adopt improved practices

▪ This approach strengthens production, quality, 
resilience, and uptake of sustainable techniques

▪ The private sector plays a dominant role in the olive value chain
▪ The Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform houses a dedicated olive office

Target areas for partnership and investment

Production 
▪ Motivate farmers to adopt Good Agricultural Practices

Processing
▪ Improve olive press performance according to the 

olive presses working guide

Marketing and trade
▪ Develop a marketing strategy to increase demand 

for high-quality olive oil domestically and abroad

Storage
▪ Promote proper storage using standard tanks and 

bottles instead of unsanitary plastic containers

Coordination and key stakeholders

©FAO

Regional Knowledge
Platform on OCOP

Learn more about
FAO OCOP Initiative

Disclaimer:
The designations employed and the presentation of material in this information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO) concerning the legal or development status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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