
The issue
While agricultural development efforts have focused on boosting output, 
increased food production has come at a high environmental and social 
cost. Today’s challenges demand a people-centred approach. Agroecology 
is an integrated approach that simultaneously applies ecological, social 
and economic concepts and principles to the design and management of 
food and agricultural systems. By applying these concepts and principles, 
and by placing producers at the core of the process, agroecology can help 
guide the transition to more integrated and inclusive food systems that 
use resources more sustainably and efficiently and produce nutritious food 
and other agricultural products and services in a more equitable way.

The action
This initiative will foster the co-creation and sharing of agroecological 
knowledge. It will link this to policy processes and build connections for 
transformative change through South–South and triangular collaboration, 
via partnerships with policymakers, researchers and civil-society and 
producer organizations, as well as the private sector. Countries that are 
currently implementing agroecology will act as mentors to target countries 
and regions. The initiative will facilitate:

•	 A global analytical framework and guidance for policymakers, 
researchers and analysts, based on existing sustainability frameworks 
(e.g. SDG indicators), to assess the social, environmental and economic 
performance of agroecological approaches;

•	 A network of universities, communities of practice and tertiary 
institutions working on agroecology to foster knowledge co-creation 
and sharing;

•	 Partnerships that enable the scaling-up of successful agroecology 
experiences and assist in the co-creation of knowledge;

•	 Technical support to develop public policy and initiatives for 
agroecological transition, drawing on the knowledge and experience 
of other countries and using the global analytical framework to guide 
transitions;

•	 Women and youth participation in territorial processes to scale up 
agroecology, including innovative initiatives, such as bio-districts, 
eco-villages and green territories; 

•	 Small and medium-sized enterprise (SME) development that supports 
efficient and inclusive food systems and markets for agroecological 
products, which fuel sustainable production and consumption, and 
empower youth and women.

The budget
USD 18 million

5  years

Scaling up 
Agroecology
Guiding the transition to more 
sustainable, efficient, equitable and 
inclusive food systems 

ECONOMIC INCLUSION

of the world’s food is produced 
by family farmers

Nearly 80%

of the world’s 815 million hungry 
people are family farmers

75%
hectares of agricultural land lost each 
year to drought or desertification

12 million

The issue in numbers

national policies implemented by 
governments

15

territorial initiatives in eight countries, 
directly impacting 1 million producers 

40

SME pathways developed in eight 
countries

800

Programme targets

At least one 
country per 
continent  
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Why invest?

ECONOMIC INCLUSION
SDG contributionExpected results 

•	 Global information database and tools for 
agroecology developed to guide policy, programming, 
implementation and monitoring;

•	 Awareness raised and capacity developed among 
decision-makers and agriculture technical specialists 
from the public sector to scale up agroecology 
practices;

•	 Non-state actors supported in territorial processes to 
scale up agroecology, including through South–South 
cooperation (e.g. bio-districts, eco-villages and green 
territories);

•	 Agricultural producers’ knowledge and capacity 
enhanced through farmer-to-farmer exchanges, 
including collaboration between research institutions 
and producer organizations, agroecology schools and 
Farmer Field Schools (FFS);

•	 Small and medium-sized enterprise (SME) development 
promoted to support efficient and inclusive food 
systems and markets for agroecological products. 

Geographic focus
The initiative is global and foresees activities in at least one 
country from each of the following regions:

Africa:  Angola, Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Mali, Senegal

Asia-Pacific: China, India, the Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic, Myanmar

Europe and Central Asia: France, Georgia, Hungary, Italy, 
Kyrgyzstan, Serbia, Ukraine

Latin America and the Caribbean:  Bolivia (Plurinational State 
of), Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, Jamaica, Mexico, Uruguay

Near East:  Iran (Islamic Republic of), Morocco, Tunisia

In partnership with
Governments, producer and civil-society organizations, 
academic institutions, private companies, the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development, the United Nations Development Programme, 
UN Environment and the World Food Programme

Agroecology offers a unique approach to meeting the 
significant increase in demand for healthy, diverse and 
nutrient-rich food in a sustainable way, while ensuring 
that small-scale producers can benefit from the rise 
in demand, too. As custodian of 21 indicators of the 
SDGs, FAO will work with stakeholders in the food 
and agriculture realm to create a sustainable, efficient, 
equitable and inclusive food system. The Scaling Up 
Agroecology initiative will foster the co-creation and 
sharing of agroecological knowledge at local and 
national level, linking to enabling policy processes and 
building connections for transformative change. The 
lessons learned and evidence generated will provide an 
opportunity to expand the approach to other countries.  

Diversity, prosperity 
and culture in Nepal’s 
Himalayas

The beans grown at an altitude of 2 300 metres in the 
Himalayan valley of Sinja in the Jumla District of Nepal 
have immense significance for the community. The pulses 
have good commercial and high nutritional value and are 
also tied to the local culture and religious festivals, like 
Janai Purne, marking the end of the rainy month and 
beginning of the cold season. The beans are cultivated 
manually by local farmers without the use of pesticides to 
ensure healthy soils and food. However, the production of 
beans faced competition, as higher-yielding crops were 
introduced. Through an initiative led by the Mountain 
Partnership, better marketing and distribution of high-
quality Jumla beans has led to a doubling of production 
in the past three years. The market price has risen by 25 
percent due to the added value of a Mountain Partnership 
product label. As well as supporting the livelihoods and 
traditional cultures of local people, the involvement of 
women has also grown by 13 percent in the same period.

CONTACT: 

Director, FAO Business 
Development and Resource 
Mobilization Division (PSR) 
PSR-Director@fao.org

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

FAO Strategic Programme 
Leader, Sustainable  
Agriculture (SP2)
SPL2@fao.org
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