
72 APPENDIX IVb 

Summary of Report of Meeting of the Executive Committee 
held in Milan Ou 1 February 1966. 

The Meeting was attended by all members of the Executive 
Committee: Professor R. Gaier, Chaitman, Professor A. Ademollo, 
accompanied by Professor B. Ubertini and Professor L, Nardelli, 
Dr. E. Fritschi accompanied by Professor A. Nabholz and Dr. S. 
Postizzi, Dr. J.M. van den Born, Dr. Werdelin and Dr, 
Mihajlovic. Dr. Boldrini acted as Secretary to the Meeting and 
was assisted by Miss Guarino. 

The following main points were discussed during the Meeting: 
The foot-and-mouth disease situation in Europe; campaigns 
against exotic foot-and-mouth disease viruses in south-eastern 
Europe and Anatolia; report of the Executive Committee to the 
Session; nccounts of the Commission; and future activities. 

The Foot-and-Mouth Disease situation in Europe 

Austria. The Chairman gave an account of the measures taken 
in Austria to �rrest the O virus infection which penetrated into 
Austria from Hungary in August 1965 and from SwitzGrland in 
No.vember 1965. 

The measure adopted was stamping-out, combined with 
extensive ring vaccination carried out with a vaccine produced 
at Vienna with a Dutch O strain of virus. In spite·of the difference 
between the strain used for the production of vaccine and the 
field strain, vaccination was successfully employed. In ,t:.11, 
there were 40 outbreaks, of which 36 occurred in eastern Austria, 
which entailed slaughter of 520 cattle, 520 pigs and 2 goats. 

With regard to the epizootic in eastern Europe, the 
information obtained through various sources has confirmed the 
serious nature of the situation created in autumn 
1965 in Ukraine and other western territories of the USSR by 
the spread of an exotic variant of virus type A. 

As far as the other countries in eastern Europe were 
concerned, note was. taken of the generally favourable 
situation. The hope was expressed that Hungary will report 
more pr0mptly in future the changes in her sanitary situation. 

The Netherlands. In autumn .::i.965, C virus appeared 
again in this country causing a severe epizootic mainly among 
swine. Since 9 October 1965, when the first outbreak was 
recorded in the south-eastern province of Limburg,to 19 January, 
the disease spread to 2,374 pig farms, . the most affected 
provinces being North Brabant, Gelder land and Limburg. 

The stamping-out policy was adopted and all infected and 
suspect animals were destroyed, viz, 173,460 pigs and 1,988 
cattle. 



?3 

As an emergency measure, vaccination was used in 1,487,000 
swine, with double cattle doses of monovalent C vaccine and 
vaccination was repeated two weeks later, Some 100,000 pigs 
received a concentrated vaccine containing 10 times the antigen 
of a normal cattle dose. 

As a result of all the measures taken, the incidence of 
the disease was decreasing by the end of January 1966. 

The cost of the stamping-out policy during the above 
period amounted to 24,244,408 Dutch florins. 

Switzerland. In discussing the epizootic which started in 
Switzerland around 21 October, the aggressiveness and patho­
genicity of the O type strain found in the outbreaks was pointed 
out. While the origin of the infection was attributed to the 
feeding of kitchen waste, the explosive spread of the disease 
was apparently due to the distribution of infected skim milk 
in the Canton of Berne. 

Although the causal virus of the epizootic was type 0, 
virus types C and A were found 5 and 3 times respectively; the 
sporadic appearance of those two types could not be explained, 
From October 1965 to 23 January 1966, 838 farms had been 
infected invoiviqg 15,302 cattle, 24,470 pigs and 280 small 
ruminants. When it appeared that the stamping-out method and 
ring vaccination alone could not master the situation, general 
vaccination of the 8ntire cattle population of the country was 
applied. 

Since not enough vaccine could be produced locally, vaccine 
was imported from Italy (1,100,000 doses), France (440,000 doses) 
and Denmark (2,000 litres). The rapid application of vaccine to 
all the cattle population has brought about a very satisfactory 
improvement in the situation. 

The cost of the epizootic amounted to about 25,000,000 
Swiss francs paid in compensation for tbe stamped-out animals 
and 8,000

1
000 Swiss francs for vaccination. 

The Committee expressed concern nbout the spread of the 0 
virus epizootic in southern Germany, as a consequence of the 
epizootic in Switzerland arid also because of the insufficient 
supplies of vaccine available. 

Italy. Northern Italy was not involved in the above­
mentioned epizootic, most probably because of the general 
vaccination which had taken place in the Po Valley a few weeks 
earlier when 4,360,000 cattle had been vaccinated with trivalent 
0, A and C vaccine. 

1he type O vaccine produced in no�thern Italy was shown 
to be antigenically active against both 'the O strain prevalent 
in northern Italy and the one responsible for the ep{zootics in 
Switzerland (0 Lucerne). 
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