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Bivalves 
Bivalve demand good, with the 
exception of oysters

The summer months in 2024 saw excellent market conditions 
for bivalves. In Italy, clams are in low supply and the country 
needs to import huge quantities, mainly from Portugal. Mussel 
production was good in France in 2024. However, sanitary 
alerts for norovirus in oysters in France and the United States 
of America created consumer resistance, exactly at a time 
when it is normally the peak consumption period. The scallop 
market was impacted by the Chinese import ban on seafood 
from Japan, which led to lower prices of this product. 

Mussels 
The season for bouchot mussels in France (so-called because they are 
grown on wooden stakes called “bouchots”, which are driven into the sand) 
varies from year to year, but it usually runs from July to February. After that, it 
is the breeding period. This year in January, there were still plenty of mussels 
on the market as sales were delayed in 2024 and consumption was not 
completely up to expectations. Hence, even though the yield was good and 
the quality was optimal, there is still stock to sell. This will have an impact on 
the next season, as it means a delay in reseeding. Normandy is the leading 
producer of bouchot mussels, especially the department of Manche where 
there are more than 280 km of bouchots, resulting in some 16 000 tonnes of 
production per year.  

Spain experienced a positive mussel production year in 2024, after several 
years of declining output. In addition, the quality of the mussels collected 
was better than in previous years, probably due to weather conditions 
which were more favourable for mussel growth than the extreme conditions 
experienced in 2022 and 2023. Nevertheless, 2024 was the third warmest 
year in over 60 years in Galicia, with temperatures averaging 14.7°C, which 
is 1.1°C above the expected average. The year also saw a 14 percent increase 
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in precipitation, with several months experiencing very high rainfall. The 
mussel sector looks with optimism to the future, with demand reportedly 
being very strong. 

World trade of mussels in the first nine months of 2024 remained about the 
same as in the same period in 2023, with exports reaching 283 000 tonnes.  
Chile continued to be the main mussel exporter in the world, with some 
86 700 tonnes shipped, mainly to Spain and France. The Kingdom of the 
Netherlands was a distant second, despite having increased exports by 20 
percent to 40 800 tonnes. On the importer side, France and Italy were the 
main importing countries, followed by the United States. 

Oysters 
France is the main oyster producing country in Europe. As had happened in 
December 2023, a norovirus outbreak was reported a year later, in December 
2024. This outbreak led to a temporary ban on the sale of oysters from the Bay 
of Arcachon and other regions, causing a significant decline in sales. In the 
United States too, cases of norovirus contamination in oysters were reported, 
and the sales of oyster were prohibited in several areas. 

According to the French National Shellfish Committee, around 70 percent of 
the 130 000 tonnes of oysters consumed annually in France are eaten during 
the holidays, particularly at Christmas. The fact that local consumption bans 
were announced two years in a row, led to a substantial drop in consumer 
demand in what is normally the top sales period. Consequently, the first three-
quarters of 2024 saw limited consumption of oysters, even though less than 10 
percent of the French production was potentially impacted.  

Trade of oysters stayed stable during the first nine months of the year; some 
62 000 tonnes were exported, almost exactly the same as in the same period 
of 2023. France is the main trader of oysters worldwide, with 11 900 tonnes 
exported in the first nine months of 2024, some 600 tonnes more than during 
the same period of 2023. The Republic of Korea, curiously, experienced a 
decline in exports of exactly the same amount: 600 tonnes. The United States, 
which is the main market for oysters, imported 11 800 tonnes during the 
first nine months of 2024, slightly higher (+ 500 tonnes) compared to the 
same period in 2023. The improving economic situation in Italy resulted in an 
impressive 53 percent increase in oyster imports during the first half of 2024, 
at 8 600 tonnes. 

Oyster exports

France		    +5.3%

United States	  +4.42%

       



3

QUARTERLY BIVALVES  ANALYSIS

Scallops
Japanese exports of scallops have been severely impacted by the Chinese 
ban on seafood imports from Japan following the latter’s decision to release 
treated radioactive wastewater from the damaged Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
power plant into the sea in August 2023. As a result, Japanese scallop exports 
in the first nine months of 2024 were 57 000 tonnes, which compares to 
73 700 tonnes and 103 000 tonnes during the same period in 2023 and 
2022 respectively; while total trade in scallops decreased by 16 percent to  
129 000 tonnes.  Nevertheless, in that year, Japan remained the biggest scallop 
exporter in the world. In January 2025, Japanese authorities requested again 
for the ban to be lifted.  In 2024, Viet Nam became the top importer of scallops 
from Japan, with 25 000 tonnes in the first nine months, overtaking the United 
States. It is likely that some of these scallops found their way into the Chinese 
market. 

In line with declining exports, imports also went down. Some 122 300 tonnes 
of scallops entered international trade in the first nine months of 2024, down 
20 000 tonnes from the same period of 2023.  

Clams
Total clam trade increased by 20 000 tonnes in the first nine months of 2024, 
to 220 000 tonnes. China is the world’s main producer and exporter of clams, 
accounting for forty percent of all exports. Some 92 000 tonnes of clams 
were exported by China during the period under review, 11 000 tonnes more 
than in the same period of 2023. Spain is a major importer of clams, with  
35 000 tonnes in the first nine months of 2024, marking a 10 percent increase 
over 2023. The Republic of Korea and Japan are important markets for clams, 
with imports recovering from the low levels of 2023.

The impact of the blue crab on Italy’s clam production has been highly 
significant.  Starting from Spring 2023 and till today, both on the Veneto and 
Emilia sides, the production of clams has been practically zero. Furthermore, 
the native population of wild venus clams (Venus verrucose) that had survived 
until recently, has been decimated by the wave of mucilage that hit the entire 
Adriatic coastal strip this summer.

Scallop exports

Japan	          -22.6%

Clams exports

China	          +13.5%
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Outlook
As bivalve growing is subject to climate changes, further reductions in supply 
are likely to materialize in 2025, especially in Italy, although other countries are 
also experiencing problems such as heavy rains or long drought periods which 
impact marine aquaculture. Prices are expected to stay stable at high levels, 
with the exception of oysters due to lingering consumer resistance.  

 

World imports and exports of scallops 
January–September, 2022–2024 (1 000 tonnes)  

  2022 2023 2024 
Imports       
Viet Nam 3.16 2.91 20.59 
United States of 
America 20.62 16.98 18.54 

Republic of Korea 11.58 10.13 11.38 

Other countries 150.11 112.51 71.77 
Total imports 185.47 142.53 122.29 
Exports       
Japan 103.36 73.66 57.07 

China 29.72 27.84 25.31 

France 8.94 9.14 8.32 
Other countries 38.80 32.39 38.84 
Total exports 180.82 143.02 129.53 

 
 

 

 

 

World imports and exports of oysters 
January–September, 2022–2024 (1 000 tonnes)  

  2022 2023 2024 
Imports       
United States of 
America 13.78 11.23 11.78 

Italy 6.98 5.18 8.59 
Taiwan Province 
of China 3.28 4.53 4.91 

Other countries 32.41 32.02 30.02 
Total imports 56.45 52.96 55.31 
Exports       
France 11.78 11.37 11.89 
Republic of Korea 8.52 8.96 8.30 
China 7.90 7.17 8.04 
Other countries 35.32 34.96 34.05 
Total exports 63.51 62.47 62.28 

 

Source: Author’s own elaboration based on GTT. 2024. Global 
Trade Tracker. [Cited 1 January 2025]. www.globaltradetracker.com

Source: Author’s own elaboration based on GTT. 2024. Global 
Trade Tracker. [Cited 1 January 2025]. www.globaltradetracker.com
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World imports and exports of mussels  
January–September, 2022–2024 (1 000 tonnes)  

  2022 2023 2024 
Imports       
France 44.02 41.85 35.37 

Italy 29.61 31.12 35.20 

United States of 
America 30.03 30.25 28.16 

Other countries 123.71 136.49 134.93 
Total imports 227.38 239.70 233.65 
Exports       
Chile 76.38 80.16 86.65 
Netherlands 
(Kingdom of the) 33.63 32.70 40.81 

Spain 41.95 41.58 37.93 
Other countries 109.25 118.83 117.99 
Total exports 261.21 273.26 283.38 

 
 

 

World imports and exports of clams  
January–September, 2022–2024 (1 000 tonnes)  

  2022 2023 2024 
Imports       

Spain 39.07 31.89 35.24 

Republic of Korea 33.32 31.95 34.37 

Japan 30.36 27.25 30.78 

Other countries 105.34 104.35 113.97 
Total imports 208.08 195.43 214.37 
Exports       
China 87.33 79.86 91.28 
Viet Nam 29.69 34.55 42.50 
Thailand 6.79 5.26 10.83 
Other countries 74.22 75.46 75.86 
Total exports 198.04 195.12 220.46 
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Source: Author’s own elaboration based on GTT. 2024. Global 
Trade Tracker. [Cited 1 January 2025]. www.globaltradetracker.com

Source: Author’s own elaboration based on GTT. 2024. Global 
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Source: Author’s own elaboration based on GTT. 2024. Global 
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