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FAO
Statistical
Yearbook

2012

World food
and
agriculture

The 2012 edition of the FAO Statistical Yearbook represents a break away from FAO tradition.
Through employing data from global statistical providers, including FAO, the publication presents a
visual synthesis of the major trends and factors shaping the global food and agricultural landscape and
their interplay with broader environmental, social and economic dimensions. In doing so, it strives to
serve as a unique reference point on the state of world food and agriculture for policy-makers, donor
agencies, researchers and analysts as well as the general public.

The book is subdivided into four thematic parts:

m  The setting measures the state of the agricultural resource base, by assessing the supply of land,
labour, capital, inputs and the state of infrastructure, and also examines the pressure on the world
food system stemming from demographic and macroeconomic change

= Hunger dimensions gauges the state of food insecurity and malnutrition, measuring the multitude
of dimensions that give rise to and shape undernourishment

m  Feeding the world evaluates the past and present capacity of world agricultural production and
the role of trade in meeting changing food, feed and other demands

= Sustainability dimensions examines the sustainability of agriculture in the context of the pressure it

exerts on the environment, including the interaction of agriculture with climate change, and how
it can provide ecosystem services in relation to the bio-based economy

http://www.fao.org/economic/ess/syb/en/



A\YR) GIEWS - food

Soaring international food prices in 2007-2008 resulted
in higher domestic food prices in many developing
countries affecting consumption of low-income
populations and causing food riots. A period of high
volatility in food commodity markets has entered its
sixth successive year, putting in evidence the value
of timely market information and analyses to adopt
appropriate policy measures.

Between 2009 and 2011 EST-GIEWS developed
an online food price data base and analysis tool
with financial support of the Government of Spain.
It has quickly become a leading world source of
information on international and domestic food
prices and for analysis on markets and food security.

First and second phase achievements Proposed future activites

T 3 7
What's in the database? B Maintain and expand the data base

B Monthly retail and wholesale plus Source of data (official data, (additional countries, markets, key
prices network of informants, others) commodities, export prices, metadata)
B Staple food commodities Per capita consumption, % of DES, B Integration of FAO-ESA Price Model to
plus . o
(cereals, pulses , meat, fish ) SSR of commod|ty detect anomalies in price trends
B Selected markets in each Geographic location and brief B Bulk data download (for research work)
country plus  description of market B Data/chart extraction service to provide

dynami dates to national web pages
Coverage of database as of October 2012 ynhamic tpcare lonalweb page

B Develop a GIEWS price web page featuring
B 1130 monthly domestic consumer price series in 82 countries

analytical reports to complement the Price Tool

B 36 international cereal export price series B Implement National Price Tool for country
Key features of tool éf;gv?/r;d to improve flow of information to
B Quick browsing with interactive map and one-click chart view B Multi-lingual interface (French, Spanish

B Powerful database search by commodity, country, geographic region Chinese, Russian)
or economic group

B Easy price comparisons with multi-series chart feature

B Customize charts quickly with options for:

Nominal and/or real term prices e N
National currencies and/or US dollars ‘ This EST-GIEWS domestic price
Local units of measure, kilograms or metric tonnes N 7 analysis activity complements
Market seasons and contributes to the G-20
AMIS
Time period AMIS initiative, which aims at
B Quick access to basic statistics for each price series (percent changes, supporting well-functioning international and
standard deviation...) national markets through provision of timely
B Download chart image, data and other information and transparent market information.
W Save charts for return visits or e-mail links
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