July 2024 EIFAAC/2024/Inf.17
Food and Agriculture Organisation des Nations MpopoBONbCTBEHHAS 1 Organizacion de las dohio

l ; & E
v HEAER Organization of the Unies pour I'alimentation  cenbckoxo3ancTBeHHast opraHu3aLms Naciones Unidas para la dclyjllg didedll

R EHR United Nations et I'agriculture 06beamnHeHHbIX Hauwin Alimentacion y la Agricultura 6aiall (m.il]

o op

EUROPEAN INLAND FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ADVISORY
COMMISSION

Thirty-Second Session

Pula, Croatia, 9 - 11 October 2024

Findings of the 2024 Survey on the Implementation of EIFAAC
Resolutions and Recommendations

Introduction

The 2024 survey on the implementation of EIFAAC resolutions and recommendations was held in
March/April 2024. The aim was to collect information on the application and usefulness of EIFAAC
resolutions, recommendations and related guidelines on inland fisheries and aquaculture for the
Members of EIFAAC.

By monitoring the implementation of the EIFAAC decisions it is possible to judge whether the
objectives of the various resolutions and recommendations are being met. The survey also provides a
tool to EIFAAC member countries and non-member countries in the region to measure their general
progress towards regionally agreed resolutions, recommendations and related guidelines.

It is common practice of regional fisheries bodies (RFBs) and regional fisheries management
organizations (RFMOs) to monitor the implementation of their decisions on an annual or bi-annual base.

A test survey was conducted in January/February 2023 to which 9 EIFAAC Members responded. The
results from the test survey (available here) were presented and discussed at the EIFAAC Management
Committee and Technical and Scientific Committee Meeting 2023, held at FAO Headquarters on 28-29
March 2023. The meeting minutes are available here.

The following 21 Members participated in the 2024 survey: Austria, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia,
Czechia, Estonia, Finland, Hungary, Germany, Ireland, Israel, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Netherlands,
North Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Spain, Sweden, Tiirkiye, and United Kingdom.

The 21 Members responded to all questions.
Survey outcomes

The responses to question 1.1 on the relevance of EIFAAC resolutions and recommendations for the
Members showed that more than 70 percent of the Members considered the resolutions and
recommendations relevant or highly relevant for their respective countries.

All working documents and information papers can be found at https://www.fao.org/fishery/en/meeting/41446



https://www.fao.org/fishery/en/meeting/41446
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/be823df9-465f-44a8-99a3-e82a80149bed/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/b0475234-accf-4006-944c-3b74318f46c7/content

1.1. Relevance of EIFAAC resolutions and recommendations for
your country

0% 10% 20% 30%  40% 50% 60% 70%

0%
1.1.1 Recommendation EIFAAC31/2022/1 On 14%
the Code of Practice for Recreational Fisheries

|

1.1.2 Resolution EIFAAC31/2022/2 On the Code @ 5%
of Conduct for Recreational Fisheries and 2
Invasive Alien Species

|

1.1.3 Resolution EIFAAC31/2022/3 On 0%
measures to support the protection of 19%
vulnerable and endangered fish species from
unsustainable predation from cormorants

) 10%
1.1.4 Resolution EIFAAC31/2022/4 On Small- 14%

scale Fisheries and Aquaculture

not very relevant slightly relevant  Mrelevant W highly relevant

When being asked about the application of the “EIFAC Code of Practice for Recreational Fisheries”
only 10 percent of the Members responded that they did not apply the Code or its subjects.

2.1 Does your country apply the “EIFAC Code of Practice for
Recreational Fisheries” on the following subjects?
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Article 4 — Objectives

Article 5 — Environmental stewardship and ethics
Article 6 — Policy and institutional frameworks
Article 7 — Compliance and enforcement

Article 8 — Recreational fishing practices

Article 9 — Fish welfare

Article 10 — Stakeholder interactions

Article 11 — Management

Article 12 — Research

Article 13 — Awareness, education and training
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The recommendation EIFAAC31/2022/1 “On the Code of Practice for Recreational Fisheries” is widely
implemented by the Membership. More than 90 percent of the Members implements most of the specific
actions listed in the recommendation. However, digital data collection systems and assessment
methodologies were not applied by one-quarter of the Membership.

2.2 Does your country implement the following actions from
recommendation EIFAAC31/2022/1 ?
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Resolution EIFAAC31/2022/2 “On the Code of Conduct for Recreational Fisheries and Invasive Alien
Species” is also widely implemented by the EIFAAC Membership. More than 80 percent of the
Members collects data on aquatic invasive alien species. There is however work to be done on the
establishment of national monitoring systems, as one-third of the Members does not have such systems
in place.

3.1 Does your country implement the following actions from
resolution EIFAAC31/2022/2?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%
3.1.1 Collect data on aquatic invasive alien species

3.1.2 Have established a National Monitoring Systems
for Invasive Alien Species, in line with Regulation (EU)
no. 1143/2014

3.1.3 Support an actions to reduce invasive alien fish
populations, with a focus on those invasive alien fish
species that are a threat to European Red List species

3.1.4 Apply the 2014 European Code of Conduct on
Recreational Fishing and Invasive Alien Species

i

HYes M Partially ENo



Resolution EIFAAC31/2022/3 “On measures to support the protection of vulnerable and endangered
fish species from unsustainable predation from cormorants” is being implemented by a majority of the
Membership. However, only a few Members have developed national management plans to reduce
cormorant predation of protected fish species.

4.1 Does your country implement the following actions from
resolution EIFAAC31/2022/37
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4.1.1 Take stock of the available research and analysis on
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4.1.2 Monitor the effects of various management
measures in order to find solutions in protecting fish
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4.1.3 Develop national management plans that reduce
cormorant predation on protected fish species
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The implementation of Resolution EIFAAC31/2022/4 “On Small-scale Fisheries and Aquaculture” is
mixed. While many Members provide some support for small-scale inland fisheries and aquaculture
businesses in times of crisis, less than half of the Membership implements the SSF Guidelines.

5.1 Does your country implement the following actions from
resolution EIFAAC31/2022/47
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5.1.3 Support small-scale inland fisheries and
aquaculture businesses with EMFAF and national level
crisis measures and funds, to facilitate business
continuity and post-crisis rapid recovery of the sector.
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Monitoring survey format and questions

A large majority of the EIFAAC Membership considered the 2024 monitoring survey easy to
complete.

6.1 Please provide your views on some statements to evaluate
this monitoring survey
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6.1.1 The survey was easy to access and complete
6.1.2 The survey questions were easy to understand
6.1.3 The survey structure was clear

6.1.4 The survey included the right questions

6.1.5 The survey included the right questions

6.1.6 The survey is a useful tool to monitor...

6.1.7 The survey is a useful tool to remind EIFAAC...
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It was further suggested by one Member that for the next monitoring survey it would be useful to add a
space for comments after each question, and to circulate a higher resolution PDF file with the questions
along with the request for completing the online survey. Another Member responded that in order to
answer the survey in a good way, it is necessary to be familiar with all the documents that the survey
refers to, and this requires time for reading and learning.



