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GINGER

Background

Jamaica produces ginger for local consumption
and export, both as a fresh and value added
product. Ginger was introduced, in Jamaica,

in the 16th century by Spanish settlers. The
island’s tropical climate and fertile soil provide
ideal growing conditions.

Ginger is primarily cultivated in eight of

the fourteen parishes which are located in

the Western, Eastern and Central Jamaica.
Jamaican ginger is renowned globally for its
strong aroma and flavor from its local varieties
which are Jamaica Yellow, Jamaica Native,
Jamaica Blue and the Hawaiian Chinese. The
ten-year average of ginger production between
2015 to 2024 was 892.10 tonnes per annum.

Reestablishment of the multisectoral
public-private coordination mechanism for
governance of the ginger industry through the
One Country One Product (OCOP) initiative.

Preparation of a comprehensive sector strategy
for the ginger industry.

Capacity building of producers in sustainable
production practices and disease management.

Fragmented farming structure: with a large
number of farmers occupying small holdings
with limited resources and uncoordinated supply
to traders and buyers. This farming structure
prevents realization of scale economies

in delivery of key services such as market
information, technical extension, and finance
which creates challenges development of the
sector.

One Country
One Priority Product

Phytosanitary problems: such as rhizome rot
disease which has decimated local production.
This is coupled with inconsistent farming
practices, limited access to quality planting
material and inadequate support services

for ginger farmers. These issues have led to
reduced yields, affecting both the local supply
for the fresh and value added markets, as well as
exports.

This initiative is led by the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Mining (MOAFM) through its
agency, the Jamaica Agricultural Commodities
Regulatory Authority (JACRA), with support from
the FAO Country Office in Jamaica.
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