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Overview 
The recent decision by the IPC to change the Convention to incorporate additional species of fast-
growing trees, launched a new scope of work for Working Party 1 (WP1) on Taxonomy, Nomenclature 
and Registration. Its new priority now includes the development of a framework for the cultivar 
registrations of many fast-growing trees, in addition to poplars and willows. 
 
An analysis of the National Reports submitted to the IPC during 2020-2021 identified many species of 
woody plants listed as fast-growing trees of interest. WP1 has compiled a list of 21 woody genera of 
interest and developed recommendations for their cultivar registrations.  
 
The main registration mechanism is through the Special Commission for Cultivar Registration of the 
International Society for Horticultural Science (ISHS), which has already established many International 
Cultivar Registration Authorities (ICRAs). 
 
Various international organizations (see Table 1) already support the registration of 19 genera of fast-
growing species with some exceptions (eg: Juglans (Walnut) and Tectona (Teak)).   

 
Table 1. International Cultivar Registration Authorities for the 19 woody genera listed as fast-growing 
trees of interest. 
Abies (Fir) 
Larix (Larch) 
Picea (Spruce) 
Pinus (Pine) 

ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY (RHS) - CONIFERS 
https://www.ishs.org/sci/icralist/51.htm 

Acacia (Wattle or Acacia) 
Eucalyptus (Eucalyptus) 

AUSTRALIAN CULTIVAR REGISTRATION AUTHORITY   
https://www.ishs.org/sci/icralist/16.htm 

Acer (Maple) INTERNATIONAL MAPLE SOCIETY 
https://www.ishs.org/sci/icralist/86.htm  

Alnus (Alder) 
Betula (Birch) 
Fraxinus (Ash) 
Morus (Mulberry) 
Paulownia (Paulownia) 
Prosopis (Prosopis) 
Prunus (Cherry) 

AMERICAN PUBLIC GARDENS ASSOCIATION 
https://www.ishs.org/sci/icralist/3.htm 
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Robinia pseudoacacia 
(Black locust) 
Populus (Poplar) 
Salix (Willow) 

INTERNATIONAL POPLAR COMMISSION 
https://www.fao.org/ipc/areas-of-work/en/  

Quercus (Oak) INTERNATIONAL OAK SOCIETY (IOS) 
https://www.ishs.org/sci/icralist/83.htm 

Tilia (Linden) LYCÉE TECHNIQUE AGRICOLE Luxembourg 
https://www.ishs.org/sci/icralist/103.htm  

 
Goals & Objectives of the ICRAs 
The ICRA system aims to promote stability in the 
naming of cultivated plants by organizing lists of 
authenticated and internationally recognized names 
in the important groups of cultivated plants. The 
ICRA scheme operates under the International Code 
of Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants (ICNCP). 
 
The ICRA is designed to prevent the duplication in 
the use of cultivar epithets within a denomination 

class (usually the genus), and to ensure that names agree with the latest 
edition of the ICNCP. When breeders file the Cultivar Registration Form, the 
ICRA will check each new epithet to confirm that it has not been used 
before. The formal registration is the acceptance of an epithet and its 
inclusion into the Register. The ICRA is also charged with ensuring that new 
epithets are formally established: published in hard copy, with a description 
in a dated publication corresponding to an existing cultivar. Only after such 
publication can the name be used for a particular plant. 
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For more information on the IPC please contact the IPC Secretariat: 
IPC-Secretariat@fao.org  or Barb Thomas, WP6 Chair: bthomas@ualberta.ca 

 
For more information on this highlight sheet please contact: 

J. Kuzovkina jkuzovkina@uconn.edu  and 
S. Bergante    sara.bergante@crea.gov.it 

https://www.fao.org/ipc/areas-of-work/taxonomy-nomenclature-and-registration/en/ 
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