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Number and area of holdings
Number of holdings Area (ha)

Total 3 364 139 2 654 037  
 

Number and area of holdings by size
Number of holdings Area (ha)

Total 3 364 139 2 654 037
Without land  26 700   118
Under 0.1  260 547  13 242
0.1 and under 0.2 ha  346 113  49 864
0.2 and under 0.5 ha  972 258  327 061
0.5 and under 1 ha  915 674  641 659
1 and under 2 ha  588 649  791 965
2 and under 3 ha  157 026  371 223
3 and under 4 ha  51 573  175 690
4 and under 5 ha  20 241  89 258
5 and under 10 ha  21 575  139 750
10 ha and over  3 783  54 207  

 
Fragmentation

Number of holdings Number of parcels
Total 3 364 139 10 987 412

Holdings consisting of:
1 parcel  717 984 _
2 - 3 parcels 1 546 050 _
4 - 5 parcels  645 315 _
6 - 9 parcels  339 031 _
10 parcels and over  101 789 _  

 
Legal status

Number of holdings
Total number of holdings 3 364 139 _

Holdings operated by:
An individual or a household 3 268 845 _
Two or more 
individuals/households  93 892 _
Others  1 402 _  

 
Tenure of land

Number of holdings Area (ha)
Total 3 364 139 2 654 009
   Under one form of tenure 2 952 275 2 241 199

  Owned 2 907 426 2 212 864
  Rented from others  35 844  26 307
     for fixed amount of money  3 377  1 561
     for fixed quantity of produce  7 581  4 124
     for a share of produce  18 350  17 503
     in exchange for services  2 424   517
     other rental arrangements  8 547  2 602
  Other single forms of tenure  9 005  2 028

   Under more than one form of t.  397 893  412 810  
 

Holders by sex 
Number of holders

Total 3 364 139 2 654 037
male 3 092 632 2 510 271
female  271 507  143 766  

 



Holders by age 
Number of holders

Total 3 364 139 _
Under 15 years of age  2 662 _
15 - 24  125 479 _
25 - 34  611 957 _
35 - 44  940 573 _
45 - 54  827 083 _
55 - 64  541 477 _
65 years of age and over  314 908 _  

 
Holders and household members 

Number of persons
Total 19 811 649 _

male 10 267 646 _
female 9 544 003 _  

 
Permanent workers 

Number of workers
Total  178 981 _

male  138 745 _
female  40 236 _  

 
Land use 

Number of holdings Area (ha)
All land 3 364 139 2 654 050
  Agricultural land _ 2 494 212

Cropland _ 2 474 462
    Arable land 3 309 823 2 356 981
        Temporary crops 3 307 391 2 326 124
        Temporary meadows  60 285  10 720
        Temporarily fallow  120 880  18 384
        All other arable land  17 401  1 754
    Permanent crops  618 095  117 481
Permanent mead./pastures  79 038  19 750

  Wood or forest land  204 834  37 221
  All other land _  122 617

Irrigated land 1 997 629 1 168 345  
 



Temporary crops
Holdings reporting Area (ha)

Paddy, total _ 1 544 604
Early  193 583  59 364
Main 2 334 753 1 417 132
Upland  233 099  68 108

Wheat 1 935 109  793 509
Maize, total _  769 421

Spring/Winter  328 150  111 320
Summer 1 953 351  658 101

Millet 1 059 995  250 495
Barley/Naked barley  250 992  39 311
Buckwheat  111 396  20 816
Other cereals  35 910  4 940
Soybeans  257 218  17 765
Chick peas (grams)  81 111  11 539
Black grams  172 271  19 361
Red gramns  104 165  12 657
Green grams  16 317  3 444
Horse beans  82 008  10 592
Grass peas  95 105  25 523
Lentil  756 094  236 783
Pea  177 806  18 149
Cow peas  171 095  10 594
Winter potatoes  649 158  48 794
Summer potatoes  231 721  35 062
Sweet potatoes  21 002  1 701
Colocasia (cocoyam)  136 880  5 189
Other tubers and bulbs  22 592  1 802
Mustard seed  851 605  148 969
Groundnuts  25 090  2 769
Linseed  202 971  54 513
Sesameseed  32 139  4 817
other oilseeds  23 807  3 127
Sugarcane  85 142  51 923
Jute  20 419  4 682
Tobacco  14 080  2 513
Chili  139 353  4 137
Onion  197 430  6 352
Garlic  172 866  3 336
Ginger  103 717  10 198
Turmeric  50 590  1 292
Cardamon  29 797  11 035
Coriander seed  70 074  3 485  

 
Permanent crops

Holdings reporting
Area in compact 

plantation
Oranges  265 870  3 200
Junar  23 773   513
Lemons  191 890   623
Limes  130 961   292
Sweet oranges  36 991   228
Mangoes  565 678  18 478
Bananas  467 383  3 140
Guavas  229 423   484
Jackfruit  136 047   676
Pineapple  26 390   229
Lychee  79 415   779
Apples  35 010  1 380
Pears  113 641   346
Plums  206 322   447
Papayas  191 636   301
Pomegranates  25 865   87
Tea  21 824  6 197  



 
Livestock

Holdings reporting Head/units
Cattle 2 297 356 7 215 162
Yak/Nak/Chaunri  14 197  95 446
Buffaloes 1 586 755 3 477 727
Sheep  67 694  471 159
Goats 1 686 362 6 932 943
Pigs  327 804  632 551
Horses  9 133  20 061
Mules/Asses  1 364  5 993
Rabbits  2 619  10 117
Chickens 1 594 366 17 631 318
Ducks  110 120  393 092
Pigeons  202 098 1 845 234  

 
Machinery and equipment

Holdings reporting use 
Tractors  272 871 _
Threshers  249 450 _
Power tillers  15 609 _  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 NEPAL - Agricultural Census 2001/02 - Explanatory Notes 
 
Historical outline: Five decennial Censuses of Agriculture have been conducted in Nepal:  the 
first in 1962, then in 1972, 1982, 1992 and the most recent, to which data here refer, in 2002.  
 
Organization: The 2001/02 National Sample Census of Agriculture (NCA) was organized and 
conducted under the responsibility of the Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS), of the National Planning 
Commission Secretariat of His Majesty's Government with the assistance and cooperation of various 
governmental and non-governmental organizations. An Agricultural Census Technical Committee, 
chaired by the Director General of the CBS was formed, to advise on the various technical aspects of 
the census. Financial assistance for the training of officers, supervisors and enumerators was 
provided by the Asian Development Bank (ADB). 
 
Reference date: Data on crop cultivation and other holding characteristics, except livestock, refer 
to the calendar year 2001. Data on livestock inventory refer to the time of enumeration.  
  
Enumeration period:  The identification and listing of agricultural holdings was done as part of 
population census from 14th to 28th May, 2001. The main work of NCA, viz. sample selection and 
enumeration of sample holdings was done during January to June 2002.  
 
Definitions: The main statistical unit of the agricultural census is the agricultural holding, which is 
defined as an economic unit of agricultural production reporting at least one of the following: 

• An area under crops of 0.012 hectares in hill/mountain districts, and of 0.014 hectares in 
lowland districts, 

• 2 cattle or buffaloes 
• 5 sheep or goats 
• 20 poultry 
• A combination of livestock equivalent to 2 cattle/buffaloes. 

Holdings were identified on the basis of place of residence of the person operating the holding. 
Coverage: 

• Geographically, the census covered the whole country including urban areas. 
• Statistically, only agricultural holdings operated by households were considered: agricultural 

activities undertaken by government organizations, corporations and other juridical persons 
were not covered by NCA. 

  
Frame: The listing of wards in each district with summarized data on number and area of holdings 
was used to prepare list of enumeration areas (EAs) which included at least 30 holdings each. The 
list of holdings prepared during population census was update in selected enumeration area before 
selection of holdings. 
 
Methodology: 
The census methodology was a combination of complete enumeration and sampling.  Consequently, 
the census was implemented in two phases:  
In the first phase, a complete enumeration of all holdings was carried out, as part of listing operation 
of the 2001 Population Census by asking some additional questions to identify the agricultural 
holdings. The information on the agricultural area operated and the number of livestock and poultry 
raised by households were they the questions asked for listing of holdings. 
 In the second phase, a two-stage sampling methodology was used as follows:  
• Second phase, first stage: a stratified sample of EAs with probability proportional to number of 

holdings in the EAs, was selected. To decide the number of EAs to be sampled, the districts were 
divided into four groups according to their importance in agricultural production. Higher number of 
EAs were selected from important districts. 

• Second phase, second stage: within the selected EAs, a sample of 20 to 30 agricultural holdings 
was drawn using a stratified systematic random sampling. To select the sample, the universe of 
holdings was divided into four strata based on the size of holdings, and a systematic random 
sampling was applied to each stratum.  

The final sample at country level was of about 5,100 EAs and 125,000 holdings (3.7 percent of the 
total). 
The District of Manang was completely enumerated because of its small number of holdings. 
       
Data source: National Sample Census of Agriculture 2001/02: His Majesty's Government - 
National Planning Commission Secretariat - Central Bureau of Statistics - Kathmandu, Nepal 2004 
  
Mailing address: 



His Majesty’s Government, National Planning Commission Secretariat, Central Bureau of Statistics, 
Kathmandu, Nepal   
E-mail: env@stat.wlink.com.np            Website: http://www.cbs.gov.np/ 


