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“Hunger” (chronic undernourishment) is still on the rise
The most recent evidence points to a further increase. 

821 million people are estimated to be undernourished in 2017

14,5% 
13,8% 

13,1% 12,6% 12,2% 11,8% 11,5% 11,3% 11,0% 10,7% 10,6% 10,8% 10,9% 

945 911 877 855 840 821 813 806 795 784 784 804 821

327

457

587

717

847

977

1.107

1.237

5,0% 

7,0% 

9,0% 

11,0% 

13,0% 

15,0% 

17,0% 

19,0% 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Prevalence	(percentage,	left	axis) Number	(millions,	right	axis)



Chronic child malnutrition (stunting) continues to fall and more infants are being 
exclusively breastfed in their first 6 months of life

However, rates of adult obesity and anaemia in women of reproductive age are increasing
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Multiple forms of malnutrition coexist
Poor access to adequate food contributes to undernutrition as well as overweight and obesity
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Climate variability and extremes are a key force behind 
the recent continued rise in global hunger 

5 / 11



6 / 11

The number of extreme climate-related disasters 
has doubled since the early 1990s
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Severe droughts linked to the strong El Niño of 2015–2016 affected many countries, 
contributing to the recent uptick in undernourishment at the global level



Hunger is significantly worse where agricultural systems are highly sensitive to 
rainfall and temperature variability
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Whose food security and nutrition is most affected 
by changing climate? 

The world’s 2.5 billion small-scale farmers, 
herders, fishers and forest-dependent 

communities, who derive their food and income 
from renewable natural resources
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We must take action quickly while there is still 
time to halt the erosion of our hard won gains 

in ending hunger.  

Tackling climate resilience head on is one 
action that will help put us back on track 
towards meeting the goal of zero hunger



Thank you 
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