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Promoting responsible
and sustainable fishing
& processing techniques

O ISSUE

In Cameroon, shrimp is fished by both industrial
and artisanal fishers, with an estimated production
of 5 000 tonnes per year. Inadequate fishing gear
and techniques are having a negative impact on the
environment. The use of small mesh sizes, leading
to high levels of bycatch, or the targeting of spawning
grounds, are some of the issues reported within the
artisanal segment of the fishery. The sector also
experiences significant post-harvest losses due to
poor practices in handling, conservation, processing,
storage and transportation, negatively affecting
the livelihoods of fishing communities and reducing
the marketability of shrimp.

© ACTIONS TAKEN

FISH4ACP aims to upgrade the knowledge of shrimp
artisanal fishers and processors to promote responsible
and sustainable fishing and processing. Using standardized
training packages developed by the Institute of Research
and Agronomic Development (IRAD), a 3-day training
programme is being rolled out for around 300 shrimp
fishers and processors. The trainees will then share
the knowledge they have acquired through the fisher
associations of which they are members and in
seasonal fishing settlements.

FISH4ZACP

Unlocking the potential
of sustainable fisheries and aquaculture

LOCATION Idenau, Limbe,
Kribi and Douala
on Cameroon coast

PARTNERS  Institute of Research
and Agronomic
Development
(IRAD/CRHOL)

TARGET Shrimp fishers and
fish processors

DURATION 4 sessions
of 3-day training

cosT (USD) 23000

We learned about

the right fishing gear
to use and which areas
should be left alone.
This knowledge should
reach all the fishermen
along the coast of
Cameroon.

Saibou Balack
Shrimp fisher




@ RESULTS

The knowledge gained allows fishers to better preserve
shrimp nurseries and spawning grounds, and protect
mangrove forests. At the same time, shrimp processors
will be able to improve processing practices, resulting

in higher-quality shrimp that can be sold at a better price.

It is estimated that sharing the knowledge about these
practices through associations and some 150 settlements
will reach around 10 000 people. This will contribute

to reducing the ecological footprint of shrimp fishing
and make shrimp stocks more sustainable, while
increasing the value of shrimp products and improving
the livelihoods of shrimp fishers and processors.

© POTENTIAL FOR SYSTEM CHANGE

Training and knowledge sharing in responsible and
sustainable fishing and processing techniques will reduce
the negative effects of shrimp fishing on the environment,
improve marketability of shrimp at local markets and
increase the incomes of fishers and fish processors.

SUSTAINABILITY & TRANSFERABILITY

Training and knowledge sharing will lead to widespread
adoption of responsible and sustainable fishing and
processing practices in fishing communities, provided
that they will be repeated every year by authorities
and key stakeholders of the shrimp sector. The trainings
can be transferred easily to similar fisheries.

OUR GOAL

Making shrimp sector more productive and sustainable
to stimulate economic growth, improve livelihoods
and keep stocks healthy.

FISH4ACP

CONTACT

Pierre Meke Soung
National Professional Officer, FISH4ACP

fishdacp@fao.org

@ fao.org/fish4acp/cameroon

FISH4ACP is an initiative of the Organisation of
African, Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS) aimed
at making fisheries and aquaculture value chains in
Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific more sustainable.
FISH4ACP is implemented by FAO and partners

with funding from the European Union (EU) and the
German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation
and Development (BMZ).

Fisheries and Aquaculture - Natural Resources
and Sustainable Production
FISH4ACP@fao.org
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https://www.fao.org/in-action/fish-4-acp/where-we-work/africa/cameroon/en/

