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(G°Py) «'THE TIMES" LONDON

Manager’s Office,

Printing House Square.

18th June, 1907.

David Lubin Esq. ,

7 Oriental Place,

Brighton.

Dear Sir,

I am in receipt of your letter of the 17th inst.

In the conversation which I had with you on Friday last you

explained to me at some length the objects of the International

Institute of Agriculture to which we devoted an article from our

correspondent in Italy, and a leading article in our issues of Mp,y

20th and 21st last, and you expressed a desire that "The Times”

should take up the matter warmly,

I pointed out to you then as I do now that those articles

have given practically all the information that is at present at

our disposal accompanied by such general support to the principle

of the undertaking as could be expected upon such information, and

I added that if more was to be said on the subject it was necessary

that the Editor should have the whole case placed before him in a

form upon which he could consider it, and decide upon the attitude

he would adopt towards it.

You urged that you were not able to write yourself, and

suggested that we should supply y ou with someone that you could
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indoctrinate with your ideas in the few hours that remained to

you before leaving for America.

I pointed out then as I point out now that it was unreasonable

of you to expect anyone in a few hours to acquire the mastery of a

subject to which you have, as you state, devoted many years, and

still more unreasonable to expect "The Times” to commit itself to

such a propaganda upon such data. The more important the question

the more necessary is it that it should only be undertaken by

someone with full knowledge of it, and without committing the

Editor in any way. I said it was for you to submit to him any-

thing which you might think it desirable to publish on the subject.

Your letter of June 17th in no way carries out this idea. It

is an appeal to us "to materialize the Institute's aims and pur-

poses" but there is no suggestion as to how we are to do this except

that we can "ask the learned men of the world to give publicity to

the various plans for the mode of procedure of the Institute". .

I venture to think that herein you entirely reverse the pro-

cedure, It is for the learned men of the world to ask us to give

publicity; it is in fact for you to place before the Editor all the

arguments and evidence which you can produce to prove your case, and

it is for him to give publicity to those views provided you can con-

vince him that the matter is of the importance which you attach to it

It is in fact for you to convince "The: Times" by the present-

ment of arguments which at the same time will convince the public.

I am, hear Sir,

Your s faithfully,FAO Library


