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FOREWORD BY QU DONGYU,  
FAO DIRECTOR-GENERAL
In December 2018, the United Nations General Assembly declared 2020 as the International 
Year of Plant Health. “Protecting plants, protecting life” was the IYPH slogan embodying the 
concept that plants are life and contribute to the health and wellbeing of people and all living 
beings on Earth. Plants alone provide over 80 percent of the food we eat and the oxygen we 
breathe, and keeping them healthy is key to securing several of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs).

Yet, plant health is increasingly at risk. Plant pests are responsible for the annual loss of up 
to 40 percent of food crops globally. This is especially relevant to the millions of smallholder 
farmers and people in rural communities who rely on agriculture as a primary source of income 
and see their livelihoods at risk. The climate crisis and unsustainable human activities are 
altering ecosystems, reducing biodiversity and creating new niches for invasive pests to thrive. 
Concurrently, international travel and trade that can unintentionally spread pests and diseases 
rapidly around the world have tripled in volume over the last decade, causing great damage to 
native plants and the environment.

I would like to convey my appreciation and congratulate the Government of Finland for 
championing this initiative for the global plant health community, as well as the IYPH 
International Steering Committee for their invaluable guidance in implementing the IYPH Action 
Plan. I would also like to extend my appreciation to all the governments and other relevant 
stakeholders who supported the implementation of the International Year of Plant Health. 

Despite the difficult circumstances posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, we succeeded in 
achieving the objectives of the International Year of Plant Health 2020. This report summarizes 
the key achievements of the Year and discusses its legacies as the international plant health 
community plans its future work: it helped raise global awareness of how protecting plant 
health can help end hunger, reduce poverty, protect the environment and boost economic 
development; and catalysed an increase in the resources dedicated to plant health, triggered 
new partnerships and shared best practices on ways to keep plants healthy while caring for the 
environment. It was a collective effort involving national, regional and global actors in hundreds 
of events and initiatives.

Although the official Year has ended, our work will continue. Efforts for the protection for plant 
health are essential. For this reason, the work of the International Plant Protection Convention 
(IPPC) in setting international standards and phytosanitary regulations is crucial to securing 
plant health worldwide.

Following the success of the International Year of Plant Health 2020, the 42nd Session of the 
FAO Conference in June this year endorsed the proposal by the Government of Zambia to 
establish an International Day of Plant Health to be celebrated annually on 12 May. The United 
Nations General Assembly will consider this proposal at its 76th Session. 

Following the impetus created by the International Year of Plant Health, the FAO scientific 
review of the impact of the climate crisis on plant pests has already provided the scientific basis 
for IPPC future actions on assessing and managing the impacts on plant health and making 
the necessary adjustments to relevant phytosanitary activities. Moreover, the first International 
Plant Health Conference will be held in May 2022 and will bring together the global plant health 
community to discuss scientific, technical and regulatory plant health issues. 

The International Year of Plant Health 2020 raised awareness on the fundamental role that 
plant health plays in achieving the SDGs. The new FAO Strategic Framework 2022–2031, and 
the aligned IPPC Strategic Framework 2020–2030, support the 2030 Agenda through the 
transformation to MORE efficient, inclusive, resilient and sustainable agri-food systems for 
better production, better nutrition, a better environment, and a better life, leaving no one behind. 
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This report will provide invaluable information on lessons learned and best practices to 
policymakers, researchers and other plant health practitioners in the public and private sectors, 
civil society, international organizations and all other stakeholders, who share my conviction that 
plant health is essential for the eradication of hunger and malnutrition globally.

Qu Dongyu
FAO Director-General
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PREFACE BY RALF LOPIAN,  
CHAIRPERSON OF IYPH INTERNATIONAL 
STEERING COMMITTEE
Since 2014, national and regional plant protection organizations and the International Plant 
Protection Convention, together with partners from the private sector, non-governmental 
organizations and the research community worked tirelessly to organize an International Year of 
Plant Health. The intention for the IYPH was to raise worldwide public awareness on important 
issues concerning plant health, in particular on how plant health contributes to food security, 
poverty reduction and the preservation of biodiversity. We wanted to show to the public and 
to politicians around the world how plant health contributes to the realization of the United 
Nations Development Agenda, and we endeavoured to demonstrate that plant health does not 
only concern agriculture, but is also interconnected with environmental degradation and climate 
change. Our aim was to establish an understanding around the world that plant health is as 
important for the environment and our livelihoods as human health is to the well-being of people. 

In December 2019, the IYPH was launched, and the international plant health community was set 
to implement an ambitious programme to promote plant health. The appearance of the COVID-19 
pandemic, however, reshaped the International Year of Plant Health considerably, because travel 
restrictions, worldwide lockdowns and reduced physical interactions between people led to 
cancellations and postponements of in-person events such as trade fairs, seminars, meetings and 
conferences. The pandemic caused a reorientation of IYPH communication activities and channels 
and, for the first time ever, an international year was centred primarily on social and virtual media 
activities. The analytics presented in this report – that almost 500 million social media accounts 
had been reached and that potentially 4.4 billion readers have been accessed – are truly staggering 
and are an indicator of the success of these adjusted communication activities.

The IYPH was not only about communication and public awareness, it was also an opportunity 
to develop policies to set the tracks for addressing future challenges to plant health. The work 
undertaken in relation to climate change impacts on plant health will have effects on plant 
health policies for decades to come. The newly adopted IPPC Strategic Framework 2020–2030 
identified for the first time a development agenda containing topics that should be addressed by 
the international plant health community in the next ten years. The promotion of plant health and 
its impact on sustainable food systems resulted in tangible contributions to United Nations work 
on food security.

The organization of an international year and the implementation of its work programme is a 
multi-year undertaking, which can only be achieved through cooperation with passionate and 
committed individuals. As the Chair of the IYPH International Steering Committee and the IYPH 
Technical Advisory Body, I have been lucky to be blessed with the cooperation of so many 
brilliant and enthusiastic professionals working together. They made the organisation of the 
IYPH a “walk in the park”. I would be remiss if I did not mention the determining role of FAO staff, 
in particular the staff of the Secretariat of the International Plant Protection Convention, for the 
successful outcome of the IYPH. They have set the bar for excellence with their dedication and 
professionalism.

The International Year of Plant Health has been the foundation for intensifying international 
cooperation and national activities for improving plant health. National, regional and international 
plant health authorities and stakeholders must build on this foundation and create plant health 
policies and structures that address the challenges of the future. This report contains elements 
that may be of assistance when developing these policies and structures.

Ralf Lopian
Chair of the IYPH International Steering Committee
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IYPH INTERNATIONAL STEERING 
COMMITTEE (ISC),  
18 MEMBERS, 18 MEETINGS  
TO ADVANCE THE IYPH ACTION PLAN

3 INTERNATIONALLY 
RECOGNIZED IYPH  

ADVOCATES WHO SPREAD  
IYPH KEY MESSAGES

26 YOUTH GROUPS JOINED 
FORCES IN DRAFTING AN 
IYPH YOUTH DECLARATION

OVER 1 000 SUBMISSIONS FOR THE 
IYPH PHOTO CONTEST, ART AND DRAWING 

COMPETITION FOR CHILDREN, VIDEO 
CONTEST AND HUMAN-INTEREST STORIES

IYPH ACTIVITY BOOK  
FOR CHILDREN  
IN 14 LANGUAGES

1 820 PLANT HEALTH  
RELATED POSTS SHARED 

BY FAO 

IN MEDIA COVERAGE,  
POTENTIALLY 4.4 BILLION 
READERS REACHED BETWEEN 
SEPTEMBER 2019 AND JULY 2021 

680 EVENTS  
IN 86 COUNTRIES

OVER 473 MILLION 
ACCOUNTS REACHED  

ON SOCIAL MEDIA

OVER 370K VIEWS  
ON IYPH WEBPAGE

IYPH LOGO IN  

33 LANGUAGES

45 PARTNERS

29 IYPH POSTAGE STAMPS, 

3 IYPH COINS

1.	  THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR  
OF PLANT HEALTH:  
AN OVERVIEW  

DESPITE SOME 
NEGATIVE IMPACTS 
ON THE YEAR’S 
EVENTS CAUSED 
BY COVID-19, WE 
ORCHESTRATED 
A VIBRANT 
AND EFFECTIVE 
CAMPAIGN 
TO PUBLICIZE 
AND PROMOTE 
PLANT HEALTH 
THROUGHOUT 
THE WORLD.

Jari Leppä, 
Minister of Agriculture  
and Forestry of Finland 
at the IYPH Closing 
Ceremony on 1 July 2021
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INSTITUTIONAL BACKGROUND

In April 2016, the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (CPM) of the International Plant 
Protection Convention (IPPC) adopted the first formal initiative, proposed by Finland, to declare 
2020 as the International Year of Plant Health. 

Following approval of the IYPH resolution by the Fortieth Session of the FAO Conference in July 
2017, the FAO Director-General informed the United Nations Secretary-General about the decision 
and requested that the resolution be presented at the following session of the United Nations 
General Assembly. 

In December 2018, the United Nations General Assembly adopted unanimously the resolution 
A/RES/73/252, which officially declared 2020 the International Year of Plant Health (Annex A).

To support the proclamation of the IYPH, the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures 
established the IPPC IYPH Steering Committee in 2016, which later served as the IYPH Technical 
Advisory Board (IYPH TAB). The IYPH TAB served as a pool of knowledge and expertise, reviewing 
technical publications, assisting in the development of communication materials, acting as the 
programme committee for the International Plant Health Conference (IPHC), and developing the 
proceedings coming out of the IPHC.

On 21 December 2018, the United Nations General Assembly unanimously voted to declare 2020 
as the International Year of Plant Health and mandated FAO, in collaboration with the IPPC, to 
facilitate its implementation. 

In 2019, FAO and the IPPC Secretariat established the IYPH International Steering Committee 
(ISC) to guide the development and implementation of the IYPH Action Plan, to stimulate dialogue 
with partners, and to help mobilize political and financial support for the IYPH. The IYPH ISC 
had 18 members: 7 representatives from the 7 FAO regional groups, 7 alternates, 2 members 
of the IYPH TAB (chair and vice-chair), and 7 representatives from United Nations agencies 
and international organizations. Geographic and economic groups of countries, regional plant 
protection organizations, academia, international agricultural research organizations, civil society 
organizations, global farmer organizations, the private sector and resource partners were also 
represented in the ISC. In addition, FAO regional offices were invited to attend IYPH ISC meetings 
as observers. The IYPH ISC held its first meeting on 14 June 2019 at FAO headquarters in Rome, 
Italy, and met 18 times to oversee the implementation of the IYPH Action Plan.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the IYPH International Steering Committee decided to extend the 
official IYPH until 1 July 2021. 
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IYPH INTERNATIONAL STEERING COMMITTEE

In 2019, FAO and the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) established the 
International Year of Plant Health (IYPH) International Steering Committee (ISC) when the United 
Nations General Assembly declared 2020 as the International Year of Plant Health. The IYPH ISC 
guided the development and implementation of the IYPH Action Plan, engaged in dialogue with 
partners and helped mobilize political and financial support for the IYPH.  
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Membership
The IYPH ISC consisted of 18 members, including:•

•	 7 Permanent Representatives from FAO 	 Regional Groups;

•	 2 members of the IPPC IYPH Technical Advisory Board (chair and vice-chair); and 

•	 up to 9 representatives from United Nations agencies and international organizations; 
geographic and economic groups of countries; regional plant protection organizations; 
academia and international agricultural research organizations; civil society organizations and 
global farmer organizations; private sector and resource partners.
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IYPH TECHNICAL ADVISORY BOARD

In 2015, the Tenth Session of the Commission of Phytosanitary Measures (CPM-10) supported 
Finland’s proposal to establish an International Year of Plant Health (IYPH) in 2020. The following 
year, CPM-11 (2016) agreed to form an IYPH Steering Committee (SC). Following the official 
proclamation of the IYPH and based on a decision by CPM-14 (2019), the former IYPH Steering 
Committee transformed into the IYPH Technical Advisory Board (TAB).

The IYPH Technical Advisory Board took over the role of the former Steering Committee, with 
new tasks to produce technical publications and to assist in the development of communication 
materials. The IYPH TAB also served as the programme committee for the new IYPH International 
Steering Committee (ISC). It helped to guide the programming for the International Plant Health 
Conference (IPHC), scheduled to take place in 2022, and to develop the proceedings coming out 
of the IPHC. 

Membership

The IYPH TAB consisted of up to 25 members, including:

•	 1 member and 1 alternate from IPPC contracting parties in each of the seven FAO regions;

•	 5 to 7 members from partner organizations, including regional plant protection organizations;

•	 3 representatives from IPPC governance and subsidiary bodies; and

•	 1 representative from the IPPC Secretariat.

Membership lists of the IYPH ISC and TAB are noted in Annex B.

https://www.ippc.int/ph/iyphisc/
https://www.ippc.int/ph/iyphisc/
https://www.ippc.int/iyph/chronology/international-conference-on-plant-health/
https://www.ippc.int/iyph/chronology/international-conference-on-plant-health/
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KEY FACTS  

Plants make up 80 percent of the food we eat and produce 
98 percent of the oxygen we breathe.

The annual value of trade in agricultural products has grown almost 
three-fold over the past decade, largely in emerging economies and 
developing countries, reaching USD 1.7 trillion.

FAO estimates that agricultural production must rise about 
60 percent by 2050 in order to feed a larger and generally richer 
population.

Plant pests are responsible for losses of up to 40 percent of food 
crops globally, and for trade losses in agricultural products worth 
over USD 220 billion each year.

Climate change threatens to reduce not only the quantity of crops, 
lowering yields, but also their nutritional value. Rising temperatures 
also mean that more plant pests are appearing earlier and in places 
where they were never seen before. 

Beneficial insects are vital for plant health – for pollination, 
pest control, soil health and nutrient recycling – and yet, insect 
abundance has fallen 80 percent in the last 25–30 years. 

One million locusts can eat about one tonne of food a day, and the 
largest swarms can consume over 100 000 tonnes each day, or 
enough to feed tens of thousands of people for one year.



6

2.	 IYPH OBJECTIVES  
AND  
ACHIEVEMENTS

IYPH was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to raise global awareness on how protecting 
plant health can help end hunger, reduce poverty, protect the environment and boost 
economic development. 

The IYPH highlighted the role of national plant protection organizations (NPPOs), regional plant 
protection organizations (RPPOs), scientific and research institutions, private-sector firms, and 
national, regional and international non-profit organizations in protecting agricultural production 
from losses caused by pests and diseases. 

In addition, the IYPH promoted application of innovative, environmentally friendly approaches in 
combating plant pests and diseases. 

The IYPH specific objectives were to:

•	 Raise awareness of plant health among the public and political decision makers at global, 
regional and national levels. 

•	 Induce different stakeholders to contribute to the global battle against plant pests and to 
adopt globally recognized standards and sustainable plant protection practices. 

•	 Increase awareness of the importance of plant health towards achieving the 2030 United 
Nations Sustainable Development Agenda.

•	 Educate the general public and improve their knowledge of plant health and increase 
information about the state of plant protection in the world. 

•	 Enhance dialogue and stakeholder involvement in plant health. 

•	 Promote and strengthen national, regional and global plant health efforts and their resources 
in the light of increasing trade and new pest risks caused by climate change. 

•	 Facilitate the establishment of plant health partnerships on national, regional and 
global levels. 

PLANT HEALTH 
DIRECTLY 
CONTRIBUTES 
TO SEVEN SDGS, 
NOTABLY SDG 1 (NO 
POVERTY), SDG 2 
(ZERO HUNGER), SDG 8 
(DECENT WORK AND 
ECONOMIC GROWTH), 
SDG 12 (RESPONSIBLE 
CONSUMPTION AND 
PRODUCTION), SDG 13 
(CLIMATE ACTION), 
SDG 15 (LIFE ON 
LAND) AND SDG 17 
(PARTNERSHIPS FOR 
THE GOALS).

IYPH WAS A 
SUCCESSFUL 
STEP TOWARDS 
RECOGNITION, BY 
BOTH GOVERMENTS 
AND INDUSTRY, OF 
THE PLANT HEALTH 
SYSTEM THAT 
PROTECTS GLOBAL 
FOOD SUPPLY AND 
BIODIVERSITY FROM 
INVASIVE SPECIES.

Francisco Javier 
Trujillo Arriaga, 
former CPM Chairperson
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PLANTS ARE THE 
FOUNDATION OF 
LIFE ON EARTH, 
AND ISF IS PROUD 
TO BE PART OF THE 
IYPH TO PROTECT 
THE WORLD’S PLANT 
RESOURCES FROM 
PESTS. THE PRIVATE 
SEED SECTOR 
ORGANIZED A 
NUMBER OF VIRTUAL 
EVENTS BRINGING 
THE MESSAGE OF 
A SUSTAINABLE 
WORLD WITH 
SUSTAINABLE AND 
RESILIENT FOOD 
SYSTEMS. THE 
ACHIEVEMENT OF 
THE SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT 
GOALS (SDGS) IS 
NOT POSSIBLE 
WITHOUT THE CLEAR 
INCLUSION OF 
PLANT HEALTH.

Michael Keller, 
Secretary-General of 
the International Seed 
Federation

IYPH KEY MESSAGES

Keep plants healthy to 
achieve Zero Hunger 
and the Sustainable 
Development Goals

Be careful when bringing 
plants and plant products 

across borders

Make trading in plants 
and plant products safe by 

complying with international 
plant health standards

Keep plants healthy  
while protecting  
the environment

Invest in plant health 
capacity development, 
research and outreach

Strengthen monitoring 
and early warning systems 

to protect plants and 
plant health
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3.	  IYPH  
OUTPUTS

3.1 IYPH CONTENT AND PRODUCTS 

•	 An action-oriented campaign website, available in all official United Nations 
languages, provided useful information and resources to help different stakeholders 
from all over the world promote the Year and learn more about its scope, objectives 
and messages. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•	 To increase the impact and visibility of the Year, all partners use the IYPH visual 
identity in their activities and events. The IYPH logo and slogan were translated 
in over 30 languages with the support of FAO regional and country offices, IPPC 
contracting parties and numerous IYPH partners worldwide. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•	 People were called to share their human-interest stories on plant health to help 
raise global awareness of the importance of healthy plants and inspire others to 
take action. The IYPH Secretariat received hundreds of submissions showing how 
people contribute to plant health in their everyday lives as well as the damage 
caused by plant pests and diseases. These stories illustrated how protecting plant 
health can help end hunger and food insecurity, protect the environment, preserve 
biodiversity and boost economic development. The most powerful stories were 
published on the IYPH website and translated in all official languages.  
 
 
 

•	 In September 2019, the International Bureau of the Universal Postal Union (UPU) 
invited its contracting parties to consider issuing a commemorative postage 
stamp to promote plant health and its contribution to the sustainable development 
agenda. All the designated operators of UPU member countries were invited to 
adopt the IYPH theme and contribute to the IYPH. The initiative was welcomed by 
a significant number of countries and, in 2020 and 2021, IYPH postage stamps 
were issued by 29 countries, including Finland, Italy, Japan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Sierra Leone, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland, Togo, Tonga, Tunisia, Turkey, United Arab 
Emirates and the Vatican.

http://www.upu.int/en.html
https://www.ippc.int/en/news/ippc-contracting-parties-step-up-in-issuing-postage-stamps-to-promote-the-international-year-of-plant-health-in-2020/
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•	 As part of the Year’s outreach campaign, Belgium, Italy and Mexico minted coins 
commemorating the IYPH to promote plant health at national and regional levels. 
This achievement was possible thanks to the joint efforts of the governments, 
national plant protection organizations and national mints of the three countries.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•	 A wide range of digital and print-ready communication materials was developed 
to help different stakeholders promote the IYPH and spread its messages around 
the world. A communication toolkit was prepared in all official United Nations 
languages to inform governments, farmers, academia, the private sector, young 
people and the general public about the importance of protecting plant health to 
sustain life and to build a better future. The toolkit included a “Get Started” guide, 
videos, podcasts, graphics and animations, publications such as an activity book 
for children, a communication guide and an IYPH brochure summarising FAO and 
IPPC work with countries and highlighting specific actions different stakeholders 
can take to support the cause.   

•	 In particular, the activity book for children “Healthy plants, healthy planet” 
was extremely successful. It was translated into 14 languages thanks to the 
contribution of FAO regional and country offices, plant protection organizations and 
IYPH partners. The book was distributed in schools and included in educational 
programmes to bring children and young people closer to the world of plant 
protection.  
 
 
 
 
 

•	 An IYPH Newsletter was also established to share periodical updates regarding 
the main events and initiatives related to the IYPH. In total, 14 IYPH Newsletters 
were released by the IPPC Secretariat. Relevant podcasts and videos were also 
produced.

VARIOUS CREATIVE 
ACTIVITIES WERE ORGANIZED 
IN MANY COUNTRIES IN 
ASIA TO CELEBRATE THE 
IYPH, AMONG OTHERS THE 
DESIGNATION OF THE “WEEK 
OF IYPH”, EXHIBITIONS, 
COMMEMORATIVE FLAGS 

AND STAMPS, STAKEHOLDER 
MEETINGS, INSPECTION SITE 
AND LABORATORY TOURS, AND 
SPECIAL SESSIONS IN ACADEMIC 
CONFERENCES FOR THE GENERAL 
PUBLIC, CHILDREN, SCIENTISTS, 
POLICYMAKERS AND, OF COURSE, 
PLANT QUARANTINE INSPECTORS. 

Kyu-Ock Yim, 
Vice-Chairperson of the IYPH International 
Steering Committee
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Science diplomacy  
for plant health

In August 2020, a policy paper entitled 
“Science diplomacy for plant health” 
was published by the peer‑reviewed 
scientific journal Nature Plants on 
the occasion of the International 
Year of Plant Health. The study 
analyses new perspectives and 
challenges on global phytosanitary 
research coordination and highlights 
the need for the establishment of a 
global network aiming at facilitating 
international research efforts on 
regulated and emerging pests. 
This global research coordination 
network will help overcome current 
limitations in phytosanitary systems 
and facilitate collaboration between 
policymakers, scientists, plant 
protection organizations, governments 
and industries.
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3.2 IYPH EVENTS AND INITIATIVES

Hundreds of events, from exhibitions to cultural performances, contests, panel discussions and 
conferences, took place across the globe to mark the International Year of Plant Health. Although 
the COVID-19 pandemic created challenges for holding in-person events, most planned events 
still took place on virtual platforms. Altogether, 680 national, regional and global events were 
registered on the IYPH event page.

IYPH was celebrated 
nationally, regionally and 
globally through hundreds of 
initiatives and events.

The Closing Ceremony of the International Year of Plant Health, opened by the FAO Director‑General 
on 1 July, was a tremendous success uniting different stakeholders, including all three IYPH advocates, and 
various government ministers from around the world.  
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3.2.1 IYPH friends 
The Friends of the International Year of Plant Health 2020 – 20 national partners, 6 regional 
partners, and 19 partner organizations – helped to promote worldwide awareness and action for 
plant health. Together, they used their influence and networks to make IYPH 2020 an international 
success by clearly communicating how protecting plant health can help end hunger, reduce 
poverty, protect the environment and boost economic development. 

The IYPH Friends spread the word through media outlets, public events and campaigns.

In January 2020, 
the EPPO Secretariat 

launched the Beastie the Bug 
communication campaign to 
share information about the 

importance of plant health 
around the world  

(https://beastiebug.eppo.int/)

THE UNITED 
STATES, CANADA 
AND MEXICO 
SIMULTANEOUSLY 
ILLUMINATED 
NIAGARA FALLS, 
ICONIC NATIONAL 
BUILDINGS AND 
MONUMENTS 
IN GREEN TO 
EMPHASIZE THE 
IMPORTANCE OF 
PLANT HEALTH.

Osama El-Lissy, 
Deputy Administrator of the 
United States Department 
of Agriculture, Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection 
Service, Plant Protection and 
Quarantine programme

THE IYPH HAS 
RAISED AWARENESS 
THAT CONTROLLING 
PLANT PESTS IS 
IMPORTANT TO 
SECURE FOOD 
SUPPLIES AND 
PROTECT NATURAL 
RESOURCES, AND 
TRAVELLERS CAN 
PLAY A ROLE AS 
ILLUSTRATED BY 
BEASTIE THE BUG.

Nico Horn, 
Director-General,
European and Mediterranean 
Plant Protection 
Organization (EPPO)
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From Niagara Falls to the 
Jamie L. Whitten Building in 
Washington, D.C., the North 
America Plant Protection 
Organization (NAPPO) 
lit up a series of buildings 
and iconic monuments 
to promote plant health 
throughout Canada, Mexico 
and the United States of 
America.

The IPPC Secretariat 
and the FAO Right to 
Food team organized a 
joined side event at the 
Forty‑seventh Session of the 
Committee on World Food 
Security to highlight the 
contribution of plant health 
to sustainable agri-food 
systems and the human right 
to adequate food.

Consortium of International 
Agricultural Research 
Centres (GCIAR) organized 
a series of four webinars 
called “Unleashing the 
Potential of Plant Health” to 
discuss and promote current 
science in the area and to 
identify needs for more 
research and opportunities 
to scale existing scientific 
innovations. 
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3.2.2 IYPH competitions 
The IYPH Action Plan included photography, children’s art and drawing, and video contests.

 IYPH 2020 PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST

Professional and amateur photographers competed to show their support of the IYPH with 
photographs of healthy and unhealthy plants. 

The IYPH contest received nearly 700 entries from contestants worldwide. An international 
panel of FAO communications specialists, agricultural experts, professional photographers and 
photography editors judged the winning photographs in the healthy plant and unhealthy plant 
categories. The IYPH photo contest jurors were: Sherri Dougherty (photo editor at FAO), John 
Gilmore (agricultural expert at FAO/USDA-APHIS), Sara Giuliani (public information specialist at 
FAO/IPPC Secretariat), Adrian Houston (photographer), Mirko Montuori (IYPH Project Officer at 
FAO/IPPC Secretariat) and Marco Pinna (staff and picture editor at National Geographic Italia).

Judging photography categories:

Photographs of healthy plants – custodians of our air, food and water – capture the natural 
beauty and reflect the importance of plants as the source of the air we breathe, our food and as 
protectors of our environment.

Photographs of unhealthy plants illustrate pests attacking plants to show pest or disease 
damage. Pests are any species, strain or type of plant, animal or pathogen that damage plants or 
plant products. They include insects, viruses, bacteria, nematodes and invasive plants.

Prizes:

Two prizes were awarded in each category: 1) Healthy Plants, and 2) Unhealthy Plants. The 
first-prize winner in each category received a USD 1 000 voucher for photographic equipment as 
well as a certificate. The second-prize winner in each category received a USD 500 voucher for 
photographic equipment and a certificate. Ten honourable mentions (five per category) and two 
people’s choice awards (voted by social media users) also received a certificate.
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First-Prize Winners: 

Joseph Moisan-De Serres 
won first place in the 
Unhealthy Plants category 
for his photo, European 
skipper larvae feeding on 
grass, depicting three grass 
skipper larvae feeding on a 
blade of grass.

Ciro Schiavone’s entry, 
The Sacred Wood, won first 
place in the Healthy Plants 
category. It shows the forest 
as a sacred environment due 
to the importance of large 
trees, a source of life and an 
object for humanity. 
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Second-Prize Winners:

Vanessa Nieves Vazquez 
won second prize in the 
Healthy Plants category with 
Pandurata en casa, showing 
a new leaf on a Ficus lyrata 
houseplant that is reborn 
after a plague, Mexico City, 
Mexico, 2020.

Gautam Buddha Mukherji 
won second prize in the 
Unhealthy Plants category 
with Sigatoka Leaf Spot 
Disease, a photo taken at 
night of an edible banana leaf 
affected by Sigatoka fungus 
disease.
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People’s Choice Winners:

Sophie Papin. An old 
chestnut tree in a barley field 
in the Loire Valley, France, 
spring 2020.

Viet-Cuong Han. Worms 
eating and dancing on plum 
(Prunus mume) leaves 
captured in May 2020 
at Chonnam National 
University, Republic of 
Korea. 
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3.3 IYPH ADVOCATES 

The FAO Director-General appointed three advocates to champion the cause of plant health and 
promote the International Year of Plant Health (IYPH). 

The advocates were chosen to share the ideas and goals underpinning the IYPH with their 
respective audiences and raise the profile of #PlantHealth and its importance to people around 
the world. 

Each advocate used their influence to call for action and show how everyone has a role to play in 
protecting plants and thus the planet. 

Rodrigo Pacheco is an Ecuadorian chef who is passionate about 
“regenerative gastronomy”, which has led him to advocate for the 
urgent restoration of the world’s ecosystems. Pacheco is involved 
in developing a “biodiversity corridor” in Ecuador running from the 
Pacific Coast to the Andean Choco region, crossing five different 
ecosystems and climate zones. The project is an evolution of his 
ongoing work to innovate in culinary and gastronomic sciences. 

Rodrigo Pacheco’s respect and care for nature has caught the 
attention of political leaders, activists, private businesses and 
others who support Pacheco’s approach to living in harmony with 
the environment and his plan to create an edible forest. 

Monty Don is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland’s leading garden writer and broadcaster. He has been 
making television programmes for over twenty years on a range 
of topics, spanning travel, craft, outdoor living and, principally, 
gardening. He has been the main presenter of the BBC’s Gardeners’ 
World since 2003 and, since 2011, the programme has been filmed 
in his own garden, Longmeadow, in Herefordshire. Monty Don has 
also made acclaimed prime time series such as Around the World 
in 80 Gardens, Monty Don’s Italian Gardens and three series of Big 
Dreams, Small Spaces.

A prolific horticultural journalist, Monty Don was gardening editor 
at The Observer newspaper, and currently contributes a regular 
column for the Daily Mail and BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine. His 
numerous books include the bestselling Fork to Fork, The Jewel 
Garden and his latest bestsellers Nigel: My Family and Other Dogs 
and Japanese Gardens: A Journey. 

AS AN FAO GOODWILL 
AMBASSADOR, 
I AIM TO SHARE MY 
KNOWLEDGE AND 
EXPERIENCE FOR A 
PURPOSE THAT, IN 
THIS CASE, IS THE 
REGENERATION 
OF NATURE AND 
THE FLORA THAT 
SURROUND US.

Rodrigo Pacheco

WE HAVE FOR 
FAR TOO LONG 
OVERLOOKED THE 
NATURAL WORLD 
ON OUR DOORSTEP. 
THERE ARE PEOPLE 
IN THEIR THIRTIES 
OR LATE TWENTIES 
THAT CARE, AND 
THEY’RE GOING TO 
DO SOMETHING 
ABOUT IT. AND WE 
MUST ENABLE THEM.

Monty Don
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3.4 NEWS AND MEDIA COVERAGE WRAP-UP

3.4.1 Coverage figures, print and online news media: November 2019 – July 2021 
With over 5 520 articles detected from November 2019 to July 2021 (125 top-tier sources) in 
25 languages (six official languages of the United Nations, plus Bengali, Czech, Danish, Dutch, 
Finnish, German, Greek, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Latvian, Malayalam, Maltese, Persian, Polish, 
Portuguese, Slovenian, Swedish and Thai) from online news outlets, media coverage has been 
impressive.

The peak in media coverage was between January and February 2020, when a total of 1 753 
articles were released (see Figure 1 ). However, in August 2020, articles reached a potential 
856 million readers (see Figure 2). In total, media coverage potentially reached 4.4 billion readers 
during the entire IYPH period.

The data are based on a sample of articles identified by a keyword search (IYPH and FAO). 
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3.5 IYPH DIGITAL REPORT

The partnership between the FAO Office of Corporate Communications (OCC), the FAO Agriculture 
Department — since renamed the Plant Production and Protection Division (NSP) — and the IPPC 
Secretariat started in late 2019, prior to the launch of the IYPH.

To promote the Year, FAO produced a series of multilingual videos, which outlined what the 
general public, farmers and agribusinesses, governments and the private sector can do to protect 
plant health. 

An animated video, Can you imagine a life without plants?, was promoted many times over the 
Year and across all FAO social media channels in all languages. Between December 2019 and 
July 2021, the video received nearly 250 000 cumulative views (105 700 on Twitter, 64 000 on 
LinkedIn, 32 000 on Facebook, 13 800 on Instagram and 13 900 on YouTube).

In addition, a multilingual Curtain Raiser video was produced with an external company 
specifically for the launch of the IYPH campaign. It received over 2.8 million cumulative views.

All videos are available on a dedicated IYPH playlist on FAO’s YouTube channel.

Since the launch, IYPH content was promoted on official FAO social media channels in the six 
official languages and was made available via the dedicated Trello Board managed by OCC. It was 
shared with FAO country offices and United Nations System organizations. Some of the content 
was also translated into Farsi, Japanese and Portuguese, and is available on Trello board.  

Social media highlights are presented in chapter 3.5.2.

https://youtu.be/ioAl18nMxpI
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK4cmV7gTSNPk6y6V9AAr52q
https://trello.com/b/3Q6b26IO/international-year-of-plant-health
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4.	 LEGACY  
AND  
WAY FORWARD 

The legacies of the International Year of Plant Health constitute an important perpetuation of the 
work of the IYPH. The legacies are long-term follow-up efforts to raise awareness and to enhance 
preventive, concrete action to protect plant health. 

IYPH 2020 HAS PUT 
MUCH NEEDED 
LIMELIGHT ON 
THE ROLE OF 
PLANT HEALTH IN 
SUSTAINABLE FOOD 
SYSTEMS, SAFE TRADE 
AND SAFEGUARDING 
AGRICULTURAL 
BIODIVERSITY. 
IT CATALYSED 
DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN MULTI-
STAKEHOLDERS 
ON WAYS TO DEAL 
WITH PRESENT 
CHALLENGES AND 
FUTURE RISKS 
DUE TO CLIMATE 
CHANGE SCENARIOS, 
SECURED 
COMMITMENTS FROM 
POLICYMAKERS 
TO STRENGTHEN 
NATIONAL 
BIOSECURITY 
STRATEGIES, 
AND ENHANCED 
CAPACITIES TO 
ALLEVIATE THE 
DEBILITATING 
IMPACTS OF PESTS 
ON AGRICULTURE 
AND THE WELL-BEING 
OF SMALLHOLDER 
COMMUNITIES IN 
SUB-SAHARAN 
AFRICA. IT FOSTERED 
NEW PARTNERSHIPS 
AND SCOPE FOR 
LEARNING FROM 
EACH OTHER’S 
EXPERIENCES.  

Lava Kumar, 
Head of Germplasm Health, 
Virology and Diagnostics, 
Institute of Tropical 
Agriculture

The IPPC Strategic 
Framework 
2020–2030

Adopted by the Fifteenth 
Session of the Commission 
on Phytosanitary Measures 
as one of the IYPH key 
legacies, the IPPC Strategic 
Framework 2020–2030 
sets new priority actions 
and programmes the global 
plant health community 
will focus on over the next 
decade. The strategic 
framework identifies 
three IPPC core activities, 
namely standard setting, 
implementation and 
capacity development, 
and communication and 
international cooperation, 
as well as three strategic 
objectives of the 
Convention:

•	 enhancing global food 
security and increasing 
sustainable agricultural 
productivity;

•	 protecting the environment from the impacts of plant pests;

•	 facilitating safe trade, development and economic growth.

The IPPC development agenda 2020–2030 recognises eight priority programmes to 
protect global plant resources and to facilitate safe trade. These new strategic areas 
include: the assessment and management of climate change impacts on plant health; 
the harmonization of electronic data exchange through the IPPC ePhyto Solution; the 
development of commodity- and pathway-specific standards; e-commerce, postal mail 
and courier pathways management; the development of guidance on the use of third-
party entities; the development of a global pest outbreak alert and response system; 
global phytosanitary research coordination; and diagnostic laboratory networking. 

http://www.fao.org/3/cb3995en/cb3995en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/cb3995en/cb3995en.pdf
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4.1 MESSAGE BY JINGYUAN XIA, DIRECTOR OF FAO PLANT 
PRODUCTION AND PROTECTION DIVISION AND SECRETARY 
OF THE IPPC
Reflecting on the key achievements and legacies for the International Year of Plant Health (IYPH) 
2020, I am very proud to have been the Director of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
Plant Production and Protection Division, and Secretary of the IPPC during this campaign. 

I would like to convey my heartfelt appreciation to all stakeholders who contributed to making 
the IYPH 2020 a success, and especially to Ralf Lopian, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry of 
Finland, the Chairperson of the IYPH International Steering Committee. Without his vision and 
leadership, the multilateral efforts to declare the International Year of Plant Health in 2020 may 
never have come to fruition. Six years in the making and despite a global pandemic, he led and 
championed international action to extend the IYPH by six months into 2021, and reaped the 
fruitful success of global advocacy in favour of plant health awareness. 

The achievements of the IYPH were possible thanks to strong support from countries, as well as 
from relevant private-sector stakeholders, who played a prominent role in the IYPH International 
Steering Committee, and from the celebrity IYPH advocates. Academia and research also played 
a fundamental role in the success of the Year, contributing to the publication of the Scientific 
review of the Impact of Climate Change on Plant Pests: A global challenge to prevent and mitigate 
plant pest risks in agriculture, forestry and ecosystems. Successful legacies of the IYPH also 
include the art, drawing, photography and video competitions for civil society and the Youth 
Declaration on Plant Health. It is not possible to envisage the IYPH without the involvement of 
younger generations. Consequently, the IPPC Secretariat convened youth groups from around the 
world to develop a Youth Declaration on Plant Health in order to build on the legacy of the IYPH. 

I am grateful to FAO and the IPPC community for the extremely enthusiastic support, both in 
terms of financial resources and through their hard work and dedication, which made a wide 
variety of advocacy initiatives possible. 

The closure of IYPH should not be seen as the end, but rather the beginning of continuous, 
ongoing awareness of plant health issues. Efforts are underway to have the United Nations 
declare an official International Day of Plant Health, to be commemorated yearly on 12 May. 

My sincere gratitude to the millions of social media users who engaged with the invaluable 
work of IYPH champions, communicators, stakeholders, planners, organizers and teams that 
successfully achieved global awareness of plant health, which is crucial to feeding and clothing 
the world and meeting FAO SDGs.

Jingyuan Xia,  
Director of FAO Plant Production and Protection Division 
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4.2 INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PLANT HEALTH

At the Twenty-seventh Session of the FAO Committee on Agriculture (COAG), the Government of 
Zambia proposed the establishment of an International Day of Plant Health (IDPH) to be observed 
by the international community on 12 May each year. The proposal was endorsed unanimously by 
COAG in October 2020, as well as by the FAO Council and Conference, respectively in December 
2020 and July 2021. FAO Director-General Qu Dongyu forwarded the FAO Conference resolution 
to the United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres for its final endorsement at the 
Seventy-fifth Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations in December 2021.

The establishment of an International Day of Plant Health is one of the many effective ways 
to continue promoting healthy plants within the international agenda, advocating for greater 
engagement by all stakeholders. The IDPH would mark the success of the IYPH and strengthen 
IYPH key messages and achievements. FAO Director-General stated he was proud of the 
successful achievement of IYPH objectives, despite the difficult circumstances: 

“FAO will continue [...] to advance the legacies of the International Year of Plant Health, in support 
of achieving better production, better nutrition, a better environment, and a better life – leaving no 
one behind. Plant health,” he concluded, “is fundamental [...] for life.”

The IDPH would contribute to the FAO Strategic Framework 2022–2031, as well as provide steady 
input to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The International Day of Plant Health recognizes the considerable importance that governments, 
international organizations, civil society and the private sector place on the topic. The process to 
establish the International Day of Plant Health has seen great enthusiasm and engagement from 
all parties involved. The FAO Committee on Agriculture, the Council and Conference endorsed the 
proposal made by the government of Zambia unanimously, and the IPPC Secretariat is prepared 
to lead the way towards renewed and ongoing engagement on plant health issues to enhance 
global food security and increase sustainable agricultural production, protect forests and the 
environment, and facilitate safe trade development and economic growth.

4.3 SCIENTIFIC REVIEW OF THE IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE 
ON PLANT PESTS 

The IPPC Strategic Framework 2020–2030 includes assessing and managing the impact of 
climate change on plant health as one of the development agenda items to be addressed by the 
global plant health community over the current decade. 

The mitigation of this impact will present a major challenge to national plant protection 
organizations (NPPOs) and international organizations working in plant health. International trade 
policies and phytosanitary measures will need careful evaluations and refinements to address 
climate change response strategies. The resulting changes in plant health, such as climate 
change induced changes in pest epidemiology and frequent expansion of pest distributions, will 
provide challenges especially in areas such as surveillance, monitoring and other phytosanitary 
measures, as well as pest risk analysis. The risk of pests adapting to a changing climate may 
cause new pest risks to major staple crops. Therefore, it is important to forecast, prevent and 
mitigate the effects of climate change on plant health. 

To this end, the IYPH 2020 Action Plan included a focus on the significant impact that 
climate change can have on the dispersal and epidemiology of pests and diseases. The IYPH 
International Steering Committee commissioned a scientific review to explore how climate 
change impacts insect pests and diseases such as fall armyworm, desert locust, banana 
fusarium wilt and potato late blight. 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
IS SERIOUSLY 
AFFECTING THE 
ENTIRE WORLD, AND 
PLANTS ARE AMONG 
THE ORGANISMS 
SERIOUSLY 
DAMAGED BY IT. OUR 
FOOD SECURITY, 
HEALTH AND ENTIRE 
LIVES DEPEND 
ON HEALTHY 
PLANTS. IT IS HIGH 
TIME TO INVEST 
MORE HUMAN 
AND FINANCIAL 
RESOURCES ON 
PLANT HEALTH 
RESEARCH. THE FAO 
SCIENTIFIC REVIEW 
ON THE IMPACT OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE 
ON PLANT PESTS 
IS VERY TIMELY 
AND CALLS FOR 
URGENT ATTENTION 
ON THIS TOPIC.

Professor Maria 
Lodovica Gullino, 
lead author of the FAO 
scientific review on the 
impact of climate change on 
plant pests, 
University of Turin, Italy

THE INTERNATIONAL 
DAY OF PLANT 
HEALTH, A LEGACY 
OF THE IYPH 
CHAMPIONED BY 
ZAMBIA, SHOWS 
HOW AFRICAN 
LEADERSHIP IN 
PROMOTING PLANT 
HEALTH CAN HELP 
TRANSFORM AGRI-
FOOD SYSTEMS AND 
ELIMINATE HUNGER 
AND MALNUTRITION.  

Elsa Simões, 
Deputy Permanent 
Representative to FAO, 
IFAD and WFP, 
Cabo Verde
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4.4 YOUTH DECLARATION 

The IYPH ISC commissioned an IYPH youth declaration as an important legacy of the Year. The 
idea driving the declaration was to bring young people together to express their views on how 
healthy plants contribute to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), to develop ideas for 
concrete actions to achieve plant health globally and to raise awareness of the topic. 

The Youth Declaration was prepared by young people and for young people in order to ensure 
empowerment and youth ownership of the initiative. In December 2020, the IYPH Secretariat 
launched an open call for expression of interest to allow interested youth groups to take part in 
the declaration drafting process. Altogether 26 organizations responded to the call, forming the 
drafting committee that developed the approach and format of the Declaration. The youth groups 
had backgrounds in themes relevant to plant health, such as agriculture, biodiversity and climate 
change, but also to the wider context of the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs. 

The IYPH Youth Declaration includes suggestions for concrete actions to safeguard healthy 
plants globally in seven thematic areas: 

1.	 the connection of plant health to climate change, food security and One Health;

2.	 biodiversity, sustainable agriculture and pest management;

3.	 Indigenous peoples and local communities that offer plant protection strategies;

4.	 people vulnerable to risks and their significance in maintaining plant health;

5.	 global phytosanitary regulations, responsible economic growth and trade;

6.	 strengthened plant health education, capacity-building and development;

7.	 redirecting capital flows, funding and mobilization of the private and public sectors to 
support healthy plants.

The Youth Declaration is addressed to young people, the general public, the plant health 
community, politicians, legislators, government officials, media, academia and research institutes, 
and national and regional plant protection organizations. 

The Declaration was published along with an open letter on the IPPC website, and was presented 
at the IYPH Closing Ceremony on 1 July 2021. Organizations and individuals can support the 
initiative by signing the declaration at https://www.ippc.int/en/declaration/youth-declaration/.

The IPPC Secretariat prepared a promotional video with the youth groups involved to promote the 
declaration on social media.

https://www.ippc.int/en/declaration/youth-declaration/
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4.5 FIRST INTERNATIONAL PLANT HEALTH CONFERENCE

The first International Plant Health Conference (IPHC) was scheduled to take place in Helsinki, 
Finland, from 28 June to 1 July 2021, but was cancelled due to ongoing travel restrictions and 
public health risk posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. In agreement with host country Finland, 
the IYPH International Steering Committee made the decision to reschedule the IPHC, and 
recommended that the first International Plant Health Conference take place in the week of 
12 May 2022, to coincide with the first International Day of Plant Health. 

To pave the way to the conference, the IYPH International Steering Committee decided to 
organize a series of thematic webinars, kick-started by the launch of the Scientific review on the 
impact of climate change on plant pests on 1 June 2021. The event was followed by other two 
webinars on 29 and 30 June 2021, which focused on the importance of plant health for food 
systems, and the interconnections between plant health, biodiversity and climate change. 

Webinar participants highlighted the importance of including plant health considerations and the 
IPPC international standards in food security dialogues within FAO and the United Nations Food 
Systems Summit. They also stressed the importance of plant health in achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and its relevance to the One Health approach. 

With climate change now creating the conditions for plant pests and diseases to thrive in places 
where they were not previously present, participants highlighted the importance of evaluating 
the impact of climate change on plant health on a regular basis, especially in relation to pest risk 
analysis and global surveillance issues. They also reiterated that phytosanitary issues should 
be adequately reflected in the international climate change debate under the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change. With regard to biodiversity, it was stressed in particular that 
international cooperation between biodiversity-related conventions should be increased.

Both webinars gathered hundreds of participants and were registered as independent dialogues 
for the United Nations Food Systems Summit, with the webinar results helping to inform the 
Summit. Two more webinars are planned for October and December 2021, the first focusing on 
plant health and remote sensing, and the latter focusing on plant health and the SDGs.

THE GLOBAL 
COMMUNITY 
WILL AND MUST 
UNDERSTAND THAT 
OUR HEALTH AND 
WELL-BEING DOES 
NOT DEPEND ON 
THE OCCURRENCE 
AND SPREAD OF A 
SINGLE HARMFUL 
ORGANISM, SUCH AS 
THE CORONAVIRUS, 
BUT ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
HEALTH AND 
BIODIVERSITY 
IN GENERAL.

Jari Leppä, 
Minister of Agriculture  
and Forestry of Finland 
at the Fifteenth Session 
of the Commission on 
Phytosanitary Measures
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ANNEX A

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY  
ON 20 DECEMBER 2018
[on the report of the Second Committee (A/73/544)]

73/252. International Year of Plant Health, 2020

The General Assembly, 
 
Reaffirming its resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming 
our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, in which it adopted 
a comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centred set of universal and 
transformative Sustainable Development Goals and targets, its commitment to 
working tirelessly for the full implementation of the Agenda by 2030, its recognition 
that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, 
is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable 
development, its commitment to achieving sustainable development in its three 
dimensions — economic, social and environmental — in a balanced and integrated 
manner, and to building upon the achievements of the Millennium Development 
Goals and seeking to address their unfinished business, 

Reaffirming also its resolutions 53/199 of 15 December 1998 and 61/185 of 
20 December 2006 on the proclamation of international years, and Economic 
and Social Council resolution 1980/67 of 25 July 1980 on international years and 
anniversaries, in particular paragraphs 1 to 10 of the annex thereto on the agreed 
criteria for the proclamation of international years, as well as paragraphs 13 and 
14, in which it is stated that an international day or year should not be proclaimed 
before the basic arrangements for its organization and financing have been made,

Noting that healthy plants constitute the foundation for all life on Earth, as well as 
ecosystem functions and food security, and are key to sustaining life on Earth, 

Recognizing that plant health is key to the sustainable development of agriculture 
to feed the growing global population by 2050, 

Recognizing also that sustaining plant health protects the environment, forests 
and biodiversity from plant pests, addresses the effects of climate change, and 
supports efforts to end hunger, malnutrition and poverty and boosts economic 
development, and that the protection of plant health from pests is a key factor in 
strategies to eliminate hunger and rural poverty,

Stressing the urgent need to raise awareness of and to promote and facilitate 
actions towards the management of plant health in order to contribute to the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda,

Trusting that the celebration of an international year would encourage actions 
to promote and implement activities in favour of preserving and sustaining 
global plant resources and raise awareness of the importance of plant health 
in addressing issues of global concern, including hunger, poverty and threats to 
the environment,
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ANNEX C
 PRODUCTS TO PROMOTE IYPH ON SOCIAL MEDIA AVAILABLE IN THE IYPH TRELLO BOARD 

https://trello.com/b/3Q6b26IO/international-year-of-plant-health

 COMMUNICATION PRODUCTS TO PROMOTE THE IYPH AVAILABLE IN THE COMMUNICATION TOOLKIT

http://www.fao.org/plant-health-2020/communication-toolkit/en/ 

https://digital-assets.fao.org/home/action/
browseItems?categoryId=136804&categoryTypeId=2&cachedCriteria=1

https://trello.com/b/3Q6b26IO/international-year-of-plant-health
http://www.fao.org/plant-health-2020/communication-toolkit/en/
https://digital-assets.fao.org/home/action/browseItems?categoryId=136804&categoryTypeId=2&cachedCriteria=1
https://digital-assets.fao.org/home/action/browseItems?categoryId=136804&categoryTypeId=2&cachedCriteria=1


 Office of Communications – November 2020  
 

Contact: publishing-submissions@fao.org 

Office of Communications – November 2020 
 

International Year of Plant Health final report 
 
 

Corrigendum 
Updated on 29 Novermber 2021 

 
The following corrections were made to the PDF after it went to print. 
 

Page Location Text in printed PDF Text in corrected PDF 

ii Required 
citation 

FAO. 2021. International Year of Plant Health – 
Final report. Rome. 

https://doi.org/10.4060/cb7056en  

IPPC Secretariat. 2021. International Year of Plant 
Health – Final report. Protecting plants, protecting 
life. FAO on behalf of the Secretariat of the 
International Plant Protection Convention. 
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb7056en  
 

 
 
 
  




	Foreword by Qu Dongyu, FAO Director-General
	Preface by Ralf Lopian, Chairperson of IYPH International Steering Committee
	Acknowledgements
	Contributions received 

	Abbreviations and acronyms



