
Efforts to manage and conserve global fisheries stocks are undermined by 
illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, which affects the long-term 
sustainability of fisheries. For more than four decades, beginning with the 
United Nations (UN) Convention on the Law of the Sea in 1982, an international 
framework to manage fisheries sustainably has coalesced, and in more recent 
years, tools specifically targeting IUU fishing have also been developed and 
agreed upon. One of these tools is the FAO Agreement on Port State Measures 
to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate IUU fishing, or the Agreement on Port State 
Measures (PSMA). This project was designed to support the implementation of 
the FAO’s PSMA Global Capacity Development Programme and was embedded 
in Part 6 of the Agreement, which concerns requirements for developing States. 
It specifically targeted the countries of Cameroon, Comoros, Ecuador and 
Ghana, assisting these countries to implement the PSMA, as well as other 
instruments, mechanisms and tools to continue the fight against IUU fishing.       
In addition, it sought to enhance global information exchange for the effective 
implementation of the PSMA through the further development and 
operationalization of the FAO Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated 
Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels (Global Record) and the design and 
development of the PSMA Global Information Exchange System (GIES).
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Beneficiaries
The State Parties to the FAO Agreement on 
Port State Measures and developing countries, 
specifically including Cameroon, Comoros, 
Ecuador and Ghana

BUILDING GLOBAL CAPACITY TO FIGHT ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND 
UNREGULATED FISHING THROUGH THE PORT STATE MEASURES AGREEMENT

WHAT DID THE PROJECT DO?
Under Result 1, Cameroon and Comoros were assisted in the drafting of national 
strategies and roadmaps to combat IUU fishing, as a means of strengthening  
the national policy and legislative frameworks of each country. In addition, 
Ghana was assisted in the development of regulations for the full and effective 
implementation of the PSMA, and the regulations were adopted.
Result 2 focused on strengthening national capacities to implement efficient 
monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS) operations. A review of MCS systems 
was carried out in Ecuador and Ghana, and recommendations were made               
to national authorities on how to improve MCS systems and operations. In 
Ecuador, technical assistance and training were provided on (i) the 
interoperability of national systems and global information exchange;                
(ii) managing the Fisheries Monitoring Center (FMC) and the Vessel Monitoring 
System (VMS); and (iii) port inspection. The increased transparency, traceability 
and availability of information regarding the fight against IUU fishing was the 
goal of Result 3. At the end of the project, 53 percent of the eligible global fleet 
(i.e. fishing vessels identified with an International Maritime Organization [IMO] 
number) was recorded in the Information System of the Global Record,             
69 countries were actively submitting information to the System, and                  
15 countries had submitted information on port inspections and denials to          
the GIES. Under the final Result, the PSMA Global Capacity Development       
Portal (GCDP) was significantly improved through the enhancement of its 
functionalities, the development of a user-friendly interface, and the addition   
of a help desk. Information regarding the Portal was widely distributed through 
targeted campaigns and webinars, as well as at global fora, and through the 
dissemination of a brochure and a tutorial. At the end of the project, the GCDP 
had been accessed nearly 10 000 times, far exceeding the original target of 500.
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FAO: GCP/GLO/447/EC
Donor: SI2.841070

ACTIVITIES
 Strategies and roadmaps to align national policies and legislation                    

to MCS systems and the PSMA were reviewed or formulated.
 International Technical Assistance (ITA) was provided for the review, 

strengthening or adoption of policy and legislation, as applicable.
 MCS systems were redesigned, designed and improved to become 

compatible with regional and international guidelines through the 
provision of ITA.

 Capacity-development activities were organized to improve national 
MCS and enforcement systems.

 Support was provided for the development and implementation                
of the global information system to fight against IUU fishing.

 The Global Record Information System and GIES were developed, 
maintained and upgraded, and country participation in the systems          
was facilitated.

 The project was implemented within a results-based framework and 
knowledge was managed effectively.

Partnerships and Outreach
For more information, please contact: Reporting@fao.org 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

00153 Rome, Italy

Project Title
Fourth PSMA Global Capacity 
Development Programme Support Project

Contact
Matthew Camilleri (Budget Holder)
NFI-Director@fao.org  

This publication has been produced with the assistance of the European Union. 
The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of FAO and can in no 
way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.

IMPACT 
The results of the project are expected to increase the sustainability of 
marine fisheries by contributing to the prevention, deterrence and 
elimination of IUU fishing.
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