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Executive summary 

This document provides information on the activities conducted under the auspices of the 

Committee on Mediterranean Forestry Questions – Silva Mediterranea, including the launch of the 

Mediterranean Forest Initiative, updates on the Road Map for the protection and restoration of 

Mediterranean Forests, and progress on the “Restoring Mediterranean Forests” flagship initiative. It 

also highlights recent publications and youth engagement efforts aimed at strengthening regional 

cooperation and forest restoration. 

The document also provides brief information on the activities of the European Forestry 

Commission (EFC) Working Party on the Management of Mountain Watersheds, including recent 

developments on the protective functions of forests in a changing climate. It summarizes the work of 

two active Working Groups, training initiatives, and preparations for the 35th Session in Lourdes, 

France. 

Points for consideration 

Progress of Silva Mediterranea 

The Commission is invited to encourage Silva Mediterranea Members to: 

a. contribute to the development of activities under the “Restoring Mediterranean Forests” 

Flagship, including the exchange of good practices, technical guidance, and capacity-

building for national and local actors; and 

b. actively engage with the Mediterranean Youth Taskforce to strengthen youth participation 

and capacity in forest restoration.  

The Commission is invited to recommend FAO to:  

c. facilitate access to finance and promoting coordinated resource mobilization; and  

http://www.fao.org/
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d. continue producing relevant technical publications about Mediterranean forest restoration to 

support knowledge exchange, promote best practices, and inform policy makers and 

practitioners; 

e. continue facilitating the regional taskforce for the revision and implementation of the Road 

Map for the Preservation and Restoration of Mediterranean forests. 

European Forestry Commission Working Party on the Management of Mountain Watersheds 

The Commission is invited to encourage Members to: 

a. further strengthen their commitment to the Working Party, including through designating 

their focal points to serve on the Working Party; 

b. provide continued guidance for the Working Party, particularly in terms of identifying 

priority topics to be addressed; and 

c. disseminate the work of the Working Party and make full use of its services. 

 

Queries on the content of this document may be addressed to: 

Mr Ekrem Yazici 

EFC Secretary 

Ekrem.Yazici@fao.org  

 

  

mailto:Ekrem.Yazici@fao.org


EFC/2025/2 3 

 

I. Activities of Silva Mediterranea 

A. Introduction 

1. Established in 1948, the Committee on Mediterranean Forestry Questions - Silva 

Mediterranea is a statutory body of the FAO where the Mediterranean Member Nations of the 

European Forestry Commission (EFC),1 the Near East Forestry and Range Commission (NEFRC)2 and 

the African Forestry and Wildlife Commission (AFWC)3 meet, share experiences and establish 

cooperative programmes.  

B. Main decisions and recommendations from the twenty-fifth session of the Committee 

on Mediterranean Forestry Questions – Silva Mediterranea 

2. The Twenty-fifth session of the Committee was held from 7 to 8 November 2024 in 

Barcelona, Spain, in conjunction with the Eighth Mediterranean Forest Week (4-7 November 2024).  

3. The Committee was informed of progress on the Road Map for the Preservation and 

Restoration of Mediterranean Forests (MF Road Map), a forward-looking, multi-stakeholder initiative 

aimed at guiding long-term regional efforts. The draft, which was positively received by 

Mediterranean partners and stakeholders, outlines the foundations for a more ambitious and 

coordinated framework to support innovative, large-scale and sustained approaches to forest landscape 

restoration and preservation of Mediterranean forest landscapes across the region.  

4. In this context the Mediterranean Forest Initiative (MFI) was introduced as a collaborative 

effort led by FAO, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the United Nations 

Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR), in close partnership with regional stakeholders. The 

MFI seeks to consolidate and expand support for actors working at the intersection of forests, climate 

resilience, biodiversity conservation, and civil protection. By fostering integrated, landscape-level 

approaches, the MFI aims to reverse forest loss and degradation enabling restored and sustainably 

managed Mediterranean forests to deliver enhanced ecosystem services, socio-economic benefits, and 

climate adaptation.  The MFI will be instrumental in launching the first set of concrete activities of and 

in catalysing the implementation of the regional MF Road Map, serving as the operational platform for 

translating strategic priorities into coordinated, on-the-ground action. 

5. The Committee welcomed the development of the MFI and emphasized the importance of 

ensuring inclusive governance and regional ownership of the MF Road Map. To this end, it 

recommended the formation of a regional, multi-stakeholder task force mandated guide the revision, 

coordination and implementation of the MF Road Map. The regional task force, facilitated by the 

Secretariat of Silva Mediterranea, will bring together FAO, UNEP, UNDRR, interested Member 

Nations, regional technical institutions, and donor partners. This inclusive structure is intended to 

promote a participatory, bottom-up approach aligned with existing regional and international 

frameworks, while responding to shared priorities and enhancing synergies across sectors and levels.  

6. Initial support for the implementation of the MF Road Map will be provided through the MFI, 

with funding discussions currently underway, including with the European Union. This reflects 

growing recognition of the strategic importance of Mediterranean forest ecosystems in advancing 

regional cooperation, climate resilience, and biodiversity objectives.  

7. The Committee unanimously elected the Bureau of Silva Mediterranea: 

a. Chairman: Mr Mohammed Naoufel Ben Haha (Tunisia) 

 
1 www.fao.org/forestry/statutory-bodies/european-forestry-commission  
2 www.fao.org/forestry/statutory-bodies/near-east-forestry-and-range-commission  
3 www.fao.org/forestry/statutory-bodies/african-forestry-and-wildlife-commission   

http://www.fao.org/forestry/statutory-bodies/european-forestry-commission
http://www.fao.org/forestry/statutory-bodies/near-east-forestry-and-range-commission
http://www.fao.org/forestry/statutory-bodies/african-forestry-and-wildlife-commission
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b. Vice-Chairman: Mr Ümit Turhan (Türkiye) 

c. Vice-Chairman: Mr Enrico Pompei (Italy) 

8. Italy presented its application for hosting the Ninth Mediterranean Forest Week and Twenty-

Sixth Session of Silva Mediterranea in 2027. Besides the Ministry of Agriculture, Food Sovereignty, 

and Forests, support will be provided by other Italian partners. The application was approved 

unanimously. 

9. The mandate of Italy as the country supporting the Silva Mediterranea Secretariat concluded 

on 31 August 2025. Formal consultations are currently underway with the Government of Türkiye 

regarding its potential support to the Secretariat, to ensure continuity and enhance regional 

collaboration within the Silva Mediterranea framework. 

C. The flagship “Restoring Mediterranean Forests” 

10. The concept note of the Mediterranean regional flagship under the United Nations Decade on 

Ecosystem Restoration 2021–2030 was finalized during the 7th Mediterranean Forest Week in 

Antalya, Türkiye, and formally submitted to the UN Decade selection committee on 31 March 2022. 

The flagship, titled “Restoring Mediterranean Forests”, was officially launched on 27 February 2024 

at the Gala of Hope organized by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in Nairobi, 

Kenya, marking a significant milestone in raising the profile of Mediterranean forest restoration efforts 

on the global stage.  

11. The Mediterranean flagship has received targeted support of USD 200 000 through the UN 

Decade’s Multi-Partner Trust Fund (MPTF), enabling the implementation of key activities. Among 

these, FAO is leading the development of a guiding document and e-learning course on post-fire 

restoration practices planned for the first semester of 2026. This work builds on regional collaboration, 

including a joint workshop held in Rabat, Morocco, on 12 to 15 February 2025, co-organized by Silva 

Mediterranea and the Near East Network on Wildlands Forest Fire (NENFIRE)4. Countries from the 

Near East and North Africa (NENA) region contributed valuable examples of good practices, which 

are being compiled for inclusion in the UN Decade Framework for Ecosystem Restoration Monitoring 

(FERM) platform and will form the foundation for FAO’s forthcoming technical document on 

effective post-fire restoration practices in the region and FAO’s e-learning course. 

D.  Unasylva 255 “Restoring the Mediterranean region: status and challenges” 

12. Unasylva Volume 255, titled “Restoring the Mediterranean region: status and challenges” 5, 

was launched by FAO during the last Committee on Forestry (COFO) in July 2024. It marks the third 

thematic issue dedicated to Mediterranean forestry, following previous issues in 1999 and 2014. 

Unasylva 255 features 13 expert contributions structured around three main sections: (i) the historical 

and current dynamics of restoration in the region;(ii) technical and strategic priorities, and (iii) 

forward-looking perspectives on socioeconomic dimensions – including gender and youth inclusion – 

recognized as critical to achieving sustainable and equitable ecosystem recovery. The publication 

underscores the urgent need for coordinated ecosystem restoration, improved fire management, and 

stronger community engagement. It also highlights the Mediterranean region’s emerging role as a 

World Restoration Flagship, emphasizing the importance of multi-stakeholder partnerships, early 

warning systems, and inclusive policies in catalysing investment and driving effective restoration at 

scale. 

 

 
4 www.fao.org/in-action/nenfire  
5 FAO. 2024. Restoring the Mediterranean region: status and challenges. Unasylva No. 255 – Vol. 75 2024/1. 

Rome. https://doi.org/10.4060/cd1720en 

http://www.fao.org/in-action/nenfire
https://doi.org/10.4060/cd1720en
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E. The State of Mediterranean Forests 2025 

13. At its Twenty-Third Session in April 2019, Silva Mediterranea requested that FAO prepare 

the new edition of the State of Mediterranean Forests (SoMF) report. The third edition of the State of 

Mediterranean Forests (SoMF 2025) report aims to provide an overview of the status of forest 

resources in the Mediterranean region, based on the most recent available statistics and to showcase 

sound management, nature-based solutions and sustainable socioeconomic actions by reporting case 

studies and good practices. It also reflects recent advances in forest monitoring, innovation and 

research relevant to Mediterranean forest landscapes.  

14. Preliminary findings and a summary of the SoMF 2025 were presented at the opening of the 

Eighth Mediterranean Forest Week, held on 4 November 2024 in Barcelona, Spain. The full report 

was officially launched during a dedicated event at the Near East Forestry Week, organized back-to-

back with the twenty-seventh session of the NEFRC, held from 29 September to 1 October 2025 in 

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 

F. The Mediterranean Youth Task Force 

15. The Mediterranean Youth Task Force (MYTF) represents an effort to promote and guide a 

regional network of engaged young people (up to 35 years old) who are either from or live in the 

Mediterranean region and are either students, researchers, young professionals, or have other active 

roles in the forest sector of the region. It is a self-led group supported by the Silva Mediterranea 

Secretariat. 

16. MYTF has established several strategic partnerships through Memoranda of Understanding 

(MoUs) with organizations, including the International Forestry Students’ Association (IFSA), the 

Mediterranean Youth Foundation, BluoVerda, One Hour for Europe Italia, and most recently, the 

Mediterranean Model Forest Network (MMFN).  

17. Independently and with the support of these partners, MYTF organized a variety of 

networking activities and knowledge-sharing sessions both online and in-person. Notably, it hosted 

side events during the World Food Forum Flagship Weeks in 2023, 2024, and 2025. It also 

collaborated with the COFO 27 Youth Task Force during COFO27 in 2024 to co-organize and 

contribute to three core sessions of the Youth Roadmap on Forestry. At the Eighth Mediterranean 

Forest Week, held in Barcelona, Spain, in November 2024, the MYTF organized a Youth Dialogue 

titled "Youth Action Towards Sustainable Management of Forest Ecosystems." Youth representatives 

also participated in the High-Level Segment of the event and actively contributed to the 25th Session 

of the Committee on Forestry Questions in the Mediterranean – Silva Mediterranea.  

II. Activities of the European Forestry Commission Working Party  

on the Management of Mountain Watersheds 

G. Activities of the Working Party 

18. In the period 2023-2025, two Steering Committee Meetings of the Working Party on the 

Management of Mountain Watersheds (WPMMW) were conducted virtually on 28 November 2024 

and 12 June 2025. The November 2024 meeting marked a smooth transition of the Chair of WPMMW 

from Italy to France, while the June 2025 meeting laid a foundation for the 35th Session of EFC 

WPMMW in France.  

19. Two Working Groups (WG) - WG1 “Protective Forest in Mountain Watersheds”, and WG2 

“Hazard and Disaster Risk Management in Mountains” – carried out their work plan as outlined in 

their strategic documents. They delivered valuable outcomes that reflected their strategies and goals. 

The Working Groups are coordinated by lead countries (WG1: Austria and Slovenia, WG2: France 

and Austria). All Member Nations of the EFC were welcomed and invited to join these Working 

Groups according to their interests and priorities. 
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20. WG1 organized a workshop to discuss the climate-related disasters in protected areas. The 

workshop noted that bark beetle diseases are an important problem, but some parts of forests are 

recovering while some other parts are at risk. The workshop called for regional-level cooperation and 

exchange on the problem. Storm events are also noted as a problem and pose an increasing regional 

risk. The WG1 developed a training programme for forest inspectors. An online training programme 

was planned for the Slovenian forestry service in March 2025. This initiative focused on forest 

catchment management and aimed to facilitate the exchange of experiences, emphasizing technical 

expertise while fostering transnational collaboration and learning. 

21. WG2 organized a two-part legal and theoretical training course on torrent supervision. The 

first part of the training course was held in Austria on 12 November 2024. The second part - a 

practical training course on torrent supervision - was held in Carinthia, Austria, from 1 to 3 April 

2025. Thirty-three experts from Austria, Slovenia, and France participated in the workshop. The main 

topics covered were the negative impact on trees caused by negligent forest management, and climate 

change-induced forest degradation on torrential flooding, as well as the importance of regularly 

monitoring defence structures. The objectives of the workshop were to: (1) compare the participating 

countries' problems, legal responsibilities, and strategies related to woody debris; (2) share the 

Austrian system (Carinthian variety) for regularly monitoring torrents; and (3) provide a basis for 

other countries to develop similar systems for monitoring and maintaining torrential watercourses in 

forest areas. 

22. During the workshop, the participants visited five torrent catchments. Key outputs and lessons 

learned from the workshop included (i) shared practices and insights on torrent supervision across 

three countries; (ii) identified monitoring challenges, including log jams and structural weaknesses; 

and (iii) the importance of interdisciplinary coordination and field-based learning. 

23. France will host the 35th Session of the Working Party in Lourdes, France, from 15 to 16 

October 2025. The French Ministry of Agriculture and Food Sovereignty (MASA) will host the 

session. With the overall theme of “The Effect of Climate Change on Mountain Hazards and 

Protective Forests” the session will offer an overview of activities of the Working Party and Working 

Groups, followed by reports from the countries, structured strategy discussions for each Working 

Group and discussions on the action plan for the next years. A guided field trip will be held to the 

municipality of Barèges. Outcomes of the 35th session will be reported to Members of the European 

Forestry Commission by the Secretariat. 


