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Introduction

At the 13th Conference of the Parties (COP13) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), held in December 

2016 in Cancun, Mexico, the Parties called for the mainstreaming of biodiversity across all agricultural sectors 

and adopted the Cancun Declaration on Mainstreaming the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biodiversity 

for Well-Being. Concurrently, in late 2016, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

offered to act as the Biodiversity Mainstreaming Platform (the Platform). The Platform aims at facilitating the 

dialogue and exchange of information between governments and other stakeholders regarding the sustainable 

use, management, and restoration of biodiversity across the agricultural sectors.

 

The FAO Biodiversity Mainstreaming Platform adopts a systemic and holistic approach to biodiversity 

mainstreaming, fostering and highlighting the synergies between FAO’s work on biodiversity and connected 

areas, including agroecology, Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS), indigenous peoples, 

incentives for ecosystem services, agrobiodiversity and seeds, low carbon agriculture, nutrition, sustainable rice 

production, and pollination, among other relevant subjects.

Given this background, this Regional Consultative Meeting on Biodiversity Mainstreaming across Agricultural 

Sectors is part of FAO’s mandate on biodiversity mainstreaming. It also belongs to a series of events on the topic, 

following the first Global Multi-stakeholder Dialogue on Biodiversity Mainstreaming across Agricultural Sectors 

(Rome, May 2018) and the High-Level Regional Dialogue on the Integration of Biodiversity in Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries (Mexico City, October 2018).
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       Key facts and figures

•	 The Asia and the Pacific Region 
hosts a high number of endemic species 
and unique ecosystems of tremendous 
biological diversity, containing 17 of 
the 36 global biodiversity hotspots. The 
region is home to almost 60 percent (4.5 
billion) of the current global population, 
52 percent (400 million) of the 767 
million global poor.

•	 Aquatic environments in Asia and the 
Pacific Region are home to numerous 
species of fish and invertebrates, many 
of which are consumed as food. About 
90 percent of the global aquaculture 
production occurs in Asia and the 
Pacific Region. Freshwater ecosystems 
in the region support more than 28 
percent of the aquatic and semi-aquatic 
species, but nearly 37 percent of these 
species are threatened by overfishing, 
pollution, infrastructure development, 
and invasive alien species.

•	 The Asia and the Pacific Region has 
a forest deficit. Forest area per capita 
is only 0.18 hectare, the lowest among 
the world’s regions, while the global 
average is 0.54 hectare. In simple terms, 
there is not much forest to share out 
there, and the pressure on our resources 
is very high. In terms of forest quality, 
our remaining primary forests make up 
only 19 percent of the total forest area, 
which compares with a global average of 
32 percent.

© FAO
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The Regional consultative  
meeting in Asia and the Pacific

According to the latest regional assessment report for Asia and the Pacific on biodiversity and ecosystem services, 

from the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)1, “[t]

he Asia-Pacific region is bio-geographically one of the most diverse and rich regions in the world”, with “a very 

contrasting geography spanning from the highest Himalayan Mountains to the deepest Pacific Ocean floors […], 

which translates into unique and highly diverse terrestrial and marine ecosystems.”

 

Among the group of 17 countries identified as the most biodiversity-rich in the world, seven of them are located 

in the Region, namely Australia, China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, and Papua New Guinea.2  Asia and 

the Pacific also have “numerous endemic species and more global biodiversity hotspots […] than any other region 

of the world”, adding up to seventeen biodiversity hotspots.3   

As those hotspots are directly linked to food and agricultural production, it stresses the important role of FAO’s 

mandate in the Region. For instance, FAO’s Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (RAP) has been working 

towards integrated in situ and ex situ approaches with innovative community-based gene banks (India and 

Philippines), mangrove rehabilitation, management of marine protected areas, nests and wildlife (Cambodia), 

wetland and bird conservation (China), landscape management approaches, and the implementation of the 

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) – through its Forest Law Enforcement, 

Governance and Trade Programme (FLEGT), among others.

In this context, developing guidelines, case studies, and tools for data capture and facilitating consultation 

workshops and awareness raising can strengthen the engagement of stakeholders in the development of the 

National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs) and other country or regional level biodiversity 

planning and policy processes. Therefore, this Regional Consultative Meeting in Asia and the Pacific will provide 

an opportunity for dialogue between a wide range of stakeholders, which will be able to convene and address the 

issue of mainstreaming biodiversity in seven Plenary Sessions, and four Cross-Thematic Sessions. The program 

also includes two Thematic Plenary Sessions, namely the “Conservation and Mainstreaming of Biodiversity 

in Fisheries and Aquaculture Sectors”, and the “Mainstreaming Biodiversity Through Globally Important 

Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS).” These themes have been identified as key for the Region. 

 

Moreover, the Regional Consultative Meeting’s program will give a special focus to discussing gaps and needs 

in the Region, and policies and incentives for mainstreaming biodiversity-friendly agricultural practices in 

sustainable food systems. The topics include sustainable fisheries and aquaculture, low carbon agriculture, forest 

1     IPES. Chapters of the regional assessment report on biodiversity and ecosystem services for Asia and the Pacific of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy 
Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services. 2018. Available at: https://www.ipbes.net/system/tdf/ipbes_6_inf_5_rev.1_1.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=16518. 
Cited  07/01/19.

2    UN Environment World Conservation Monitoring Centre. Megadiverse Countries. 2014. Available at: http://www.biodiversitya-z.org/content/megadiverse-
countries. Cited 07/01/19.
3     IPES. Summary for policymakers of the IPBES regional assessment report on biodiversity and ecossystem services for Asia and the Pacific. 2018. p. 13. 
Avaialble at: https://www.ipbes.net/system/tdf/spm_asia-pacific_2018_digital.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=28394. Cited 07/01/19.

https://www.ipbes.net/system/tdf/ipbes_6_inf_5_rev.1_1.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=16518.%20Cited%20%2007/01/19
https://www.ipbes.net/system/tdf/ipbes_6_inf_5_rev.1_1.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=16518.%20Cited%20%2007/01/19
https://www.biodiversitya-z.org/
https://www.biodiversitya-z.org/
https://www.ipbes.net/system/tdf/spm_asia-pacific_2018_digital.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=28394.%20Cited%2007/01/19


5

landscape restoration, agro-biodiversity, sustainable rice production, conservation agriculture, agroforestry, 

polycultures, seed banks, pollinators, climate adaptation and mitigation, value chain business models , value 

addition and certification schemes, migration and urbanization, gender equality and poverty alleviation,  rural 

youth employment and green jobs, as well as food security, nutrition and healthy diets. Likewise, the event will 

share examples of strategies to value traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples and local communities  – 

including GIAHS – and the experience of crop production and migratory bird flyway projects.  

Main goals

•	 Increase awareness  about the importance  
	 of biodiversity mainstreaming across the 
	 agricultural sectors within the Region;

•	 Exchange of knowledge, experiences, and 
	 lessons learned (including gaps and 
	 challenges)  on biodiversity mainstreaming 
	 among countries within the Region; 

•	 Identification of the roles among different 
	 stakeholders on mainstreaming biodiversity 
	  across the agricultural sectors; 

•	 Consultation on the draft FAO Strategy on 
	 Biodiversity Mainstreaming across 
	 Agricultural Sectors;

•	 Proposal for actions across sectors on the	
	 plans and priorities at the regional and 
	 country level, including resource mobilizations	
	  and stakeholder’s engagements, in preparation 
	 for the CBD Post-2020 Agenda in Beijing.

Expected outcomes

•	  Dialogue and engagement among 		
	 stakeholders, including Ministries of 
	 Agriculture, Fisheries, Environment, Land 
	 Use Planning, Finance and Energy 
	 international agencies, non-governmental 
	 organizations (NGOs), research institutions, 
	 and the private sector;

•	 The presentation of an overview of the 
	 regional initiatives that can support the 
	 interplay between the agricultural, 
	 environmental, and cultural sectors, and 
	 greater biodiversity mainstreaming across the 
	 agricultural sectors;

•	 Inputs and recommendations the ongoing 
	 discussion on FAO’s Biodiversity Strategy;

•	 The development of resource mobilization 
	 activities and partnership for community 
	 of-practice to support biodiversity 
	 mainstreaming agenda in the Asian and the 
	 Pacific Region leading to the Post-2020  
	 Agenda in Beijing. 

©FAO/Ayça Dönmez 
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08.00–08.30 REGISTRATION

08.30–10.00

OPENING SESSION
•    Kundhavi Kadiresan, Assistant Director-General, FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
•    Maria Helena Semedo, Deputy Director-General, Climate and Natural Resources, FAO (video)
•     Cristiana Pasca Palmer, Executive Secretary, Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (video)
•     Raweewan Bhuridej, Secretary General, Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and    
        Planning (ONEP), Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, Thailand; National Focal Point-  
        Convention on Biological Diversity, Thailand

HIGH LEVEL SEGMENT
Facilitator: Kundhavi Kadiresan, Assistant Director-General, FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific

•    H.E. Ohn Winn, Minister of Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation, Myanmar 
•    H.E. Dasho Rinzin Dorji, Hon’ble Secretary for the Ministry of Agriculture and Forests of Bhutan 
•    H.E. Chea Sam Ang, Undersecretary of State, Ministry of Environment of Cambodia
•    H.E. Ambassador Mohammad Hossein Emadi, Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic  
       of Iran to FAO

Group Picture

10.00–10.30 COFFEE BREAK

10.30–12.00

PLENARY SESSION I: POST-2020 GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY FRAMEWORK
Facilitator: Yao Xiangjun, Strategic Programme Leader, FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific

•    Raweewan Bhuridej, Secretary General, Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and 
        Planning (ONEP), Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, Thailand; National Focal Point- 
        Convention on Biological Diversity, Thailand

•     Caridad Canales, Programme Officer for Agro-Biodiversity and Inland Waters, Convention on  
        Biological Diversity (CBD)

•     Chularat Niratisayakul, Director General, Biodiversity-Based Economy Development Office  
        (BEDO),  Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, Thailand

•     Ren Wang, Director General, China National GeneBank, Shenzhen, China, & former Assistant  
        Director-General of AG Department, FAO 

•     Scott Perkin, Head, Natural Resources Group, The International Union for Conservation  
        of Nature (IUCN) 

Discussion

12.00–13.30 LUNCH BREAK

13.30–15.00

PLENARY SESSION II: BIODIVERSITY MAINSTREAMING IN PRACTICE
Facilitator: Clara Park, Gender Officer, FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific

•    Rosalud De La Rosa, Climate, Biodiversity, Land and Water Department, FAO

•    Kadambot Siddique, Professor, The University of Western Australia; FAO special  
       ambassador  for the International Year of Pulses for the Asia-Pacific Region

•    Kevin Kamp, Team Leader, The Agro-Biodiversity Initiative (TABI)

•    Andrew Seidl, Senior Technical Advisor, The Biodiversity Finance Initiative (BIOFIN) ,  
      United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

•    Srinivasan Ancha,  Principal Climate Change Specialist & Climate Change Focal Point for  
       Southeast Asia, Asian Development Bank (ADB)

15.00–15.30 COFFEE BREAK

15.30–16.00
PLENARY SESSION III: INTRODUCTION TO THE CROSS-THEMATIC SESSIONS
Paulo Augusto Lourenco Dias Nunes,  
Global Coordinator of the Biodiversity Mainstreaming Platform, FAO

16.00–17.30 CROSS-THEMATIC SESSION A     Breakout Groups

18.00–19.30 RECEPTION

Agenda
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08.30–10.00

PLENARY SESSION IV: STRENGTHENING REGIONAL SYNERGIES BETWEEN 
AGRICULTURAL SECTORS AND BIODIVERSITY
Facilitator: Ren Wang, Director General, China National GeneBank, Shenzhen, China, & former 
Assistant Director-General of AG Department, FAO

•    Julie Bélanger, Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (CGRFA), FAO 

•     Theresa Mundita S. Lim¸ Executive Director, Association of Southeast Asian Nations  
        Centre for Biodiversity (ACB)

•     Madhav Karki, Executive Director, Deputy Chair, IUCN Commission on Ecosystem Management  
        and IPBES Regional Assessment Co-chair (CGED-Nepal)

•     Kim Thi Thuy Ngoc, Head, Division of Science and International Cooperation, Institute of Strategy  
        and Policy on Natural Resources and Environment, Vietnam

•     Daniel Clarke, United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)

Discussion

10.00–10.30 COFFEE BREAK

10.30–12.00 CROSS-THEMATIC SESSION B    Breakout Groups

12.00–13.30 LUNCH BREAK

13.30–15.00 PLENARY SESSION V: REPORTING ON SESSION A AND B

15.00–15.30 COFFEE BREAK

15.30–17.00

THEMATIC PLENARY SESSION I: CONSERVATION AND MAINSTREAMING OF 
BIODIVERSITY IN FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE SECTORS
Facilitator: Weimin Miao, Aquaculture Officer, FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific

•    Zhang Yu, Chief, Division for Natural Resources and Environment, Bureau of Fisheries Administration  
        and Management (BFAM), Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, China

•    Susana Siar, FAO RAP-Fishery Team

•    Kuldeep Lal, Director, National Bureau of Fish Genetic Resources, India 

•    Phan Thanh Lam, Deputy Director, Research Institute for Aquaculture No. 2, Ministry of Agriculture  
       and Rural Development, Vietnam

•    Wang Mingxu, Project Director, Hunan Provincial Bureau of Forestry, China

•    Ateng Supriatna, National Project Manager, FAO Representative Office in Indonesia 

Discussion

17.00–18.30 CROSS-THEMATIC SESSION C    Breakout Groups

19.00–20.30 DINNER
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08.30–10.00

THEMATIC PLENARY SESSION II: MAINSTREAMING BIODIVERSITY THROUGH GLOBALLY 
IMPORTANT AGRICULTURAL HERITAGE SYSTEMS (GIAHS): EXPERIENCES FROM ASIA
Facilitator: Marianna Bicchieri, Land Tenure Officer and GIAHS Focal Point, FAO Regional Office for 
Asia and the Pacific 

•    Vanida Khumnirdpetch, Director, Bureau of Foreign Agricultural Affairs, Ministry of Agriculture 
        and Cooperatives, Thailand

•     Haitao Liu, Programme Officer, Center of International Cooperation Service Ministry of Agriculture 
        and Rural Affairs, China

•     Kosuke Homma, Associate Professor, Niigata University, Japan

•     Zhong Li, Young Professionals for Agricultural Development (YPARD)

10.00–10.30 COFFEE BREAK

10.30–12.00 CROSS-THEMATIC SESSION D    Breakout Groups

12.00–13.30 LUNCH BREAK

13.30–15.00 PLENARY SESSION VI: REPORTING ON SESSION C AND D

15.00–15.30 PLENARY SESSION VII: CLOSING REMARKS

15.30–16.00 COFFEE BREAK



Supported by:

Regional Consultative Meeting on Biodiversity 
Mainstreaming across the Agricultural Sectors  
Asia and the Pacific 

17–19 July 2019 
Royal Orchid Sheraton Hotel and Towers  
Bangkok, Thailand.

In collaboration with:

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
The Office of Natural Resources and Environment Policy and Planning (ONEP)
The Biodiversity-Based Economy Development Office (BEDO)

and

Biodiversity Minstreaming Platform

Some rights reserved. This work is available  
under a CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO licence ©
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