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BACKGROUND 

The Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food 

Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF Guidelines) were endorsed by the Thirty-first Session of the 

Committee in 2014 and FAO has since provided support to their implementation mainly through its 

Umbrella Programme for the Promotion and Application of the SSF Guidelines (FAO SSF Umbrella 

Programme). The increasing number of Members, organizations and partners referring to the SSF 

Guidelines in their policies, strategies and actions shows a degree of mainstreaming of the agreed 

framework for addressing small-scale fisheries governance and development that the SSF Guidelines 

represent, also well beyond FAO supported initiatives.  

FAO continues to play a facilitating and catalytic role at all levels with its comparative advantage as 

a convening power and its ability to identify, develop, analyze and share methods and good 

practices. With a view to promote experience sharing and learning. Together with partners, FAO’s 

support includes developing guidance and publishing reports on a broad range of topics in line with 

the SSF Guidelines’ recommendations going beyond conventional fisheries matters and reflecting 

the reality and complexity of small-scale fisheries livelihoods. 

This paper provides a list of the papers and reports published by FAO and partners in the context of 

implementing the SSF Guidelines since the Committee’s Thirty-fourth Session in February 2021. The 

list includes documents that have been produced with funding by the FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture 

Division SSF Guidelines projects but also publications by other FAO divisions and partners outside 

FAO. Videos produced in support of the SSF Guidelines implementation and IYAFA 2022 celebration 

can be found online1. The documents are organized according to the four interrelated components 

of the FAO SSF Umbrella Programme:  

 Awareness raising: knowledge products and outreach;  

 Strengthening the science-policy interface: sharing of knowledge and supporting policy 
reform;  

 Empowering stakeholders: capacity development and institutional strengthening, and  

 Supporting implementation: programme management, collaboration and monitoring.  
 

 

 

  

                                                           
1 SSF Guidelines playlist  https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK5Ldcpt5U4mj0M3v1hKjr_B IYAFA 2022 
playlist: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzp5NgJ2-dK5iXuDT25sn7AxRP2_QyQWx 
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FAO AND PARTNER PUBLICATIONS 

Raising awareness 
 FAO. 2020. Linkages between the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-

Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication and the Framework 
for Action for Food Security and Nutrition in Protracted Crises. Rome. 
https://www.fao.org/3/cb0678en/CB0678EN.pdf. Also available in Arabic, Chinese, French, 
Russian and Spanish here. 

 FAO. 2020. Linkages between the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-
Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication and the Principles 
for Responsible Investment in Agriculture and Food Systems. Rome.  
https://www.fao.org/3/cb0927en/CB0927EN.pdf. Also available in Arabic, Chinese, French, 
Russian and Spanish here. 

 FAO. 2020. Linkages between the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-
Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication and the Voluntary 
Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests. Rome. 
https://www.fao.org/3/cb0931en/CB0931EN.pdf. Also available in Arabic, Chinese, French, 
Russian and Spanish here 

 FAO. 2020. Linkages between the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-
Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication and the Voluntary 
Guidelines to support the Progressive Realization of the Right to Adequate Food. Rome. 
https://www.fao.org/3/cb1135en/cb1135en.pdf. Also available in Arabic, Chinese, French, 
Russian and Spanish here. 

 FAO. 2021. Linkages between the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-
Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication and the CFS 
Voluntary Guidelines on Food Systems and Nutrition. Rome. 
https://www.fao.org/3/cb6235en/cb6235en.pdf. Also available in Arabic, Chinese, French, 
Russian and Spanish here. 

 FAO. 2021. Making a difference for food security and nutrition: FAO and the Committee on 
World Food Security (CFS) instruments for sustainable small-scale fisheries food systems. 
https://www.fao.org/3/ca9503en/CA9503EN.pdf 

 FAO & FIAN International. 2022. Putting the Voluntary Guidelines on Tenure and Small-Scale 
Fisheries into Practice: A Learning Guide for Civil Society Organizations. Rome. 
https://www.fao.org/3/cc0295en/cc0295en.pdf 

 FAO. 2022. Empowering women in small-scale fisheries for sustainable food systems. 
Rome. https://www.fao.org/3/cb8832en/cb8832en.pdf 

 FAO. 2022. International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture (IYAFA 2022). Rome. 
https://www.fao.org/3/cb9658en/cb9658en.pdf. Also available in Russian, Italian, French, 
Spanish and Chinese here. 

 FAO. 2022. Small-scale fisheries and sustainable development. Subtitle: Key findings from 
the Illuminating Hidden Harvests report. Rome. 
https://www.fao.org/3/cc0386en/cc0386en.pdf. Also available in French and Spanish here. 

 FAO. 2022. Questions and answers: Illuminating Hidden Harvests (IHH) key findings 
webinar. Rome. https://www.fao.org/3/cb9196en/cb9196en.pdf 

 FAO. 2022. The contributions of small-scale fisheries to sustainable development. A 
snapshot of findings from the Illuminating Hidden Harvests (IHH) report. Rome. 
https://www.fao.org/3/cb8233en/cb8233en.pdf. Also available in French and in Spanish. 

https://www.fao.org/3/cb0678en/CB0678EN.pdf
https://www.fao.org/voluntary-guidelines-small-scale-fisheries/resources/detail/en/c/1306080/
https://www.fao.org/3/cb0927en/CB0927EN.pdf
https://www.fao.org/voluntary-guidelines-small-scale-fisheries/resources/detail/en/c/1308532/
https://www.fao.org/3/cb0931en/CB0931EN.pdf
https://www.fao.org/voluntary-guidelines-small-scale-fisheries/resources/detail/en/c/1307447/
https://www.fao.org/3/cb1135en/cb1135en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/voluntary-guidelines-small-scale-fisheries/resources/detail/en/c/1315901/
https://www.fao.org/3/cb6235en/cb6235en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/voluntary-guidelines-small-scale-fisheries/resources/detail/en/c/1434462/
https://www.fao.org/3/ca9503en/CA9503EN.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/cb8832en/cb8832en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/cb9658en/cb9658en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb9658en
https://www.fao.org/3/cc0386en/cc0386en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cc0386en
https://www.fao.org/3/cb9196en/cb9196en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/cb8233en/cb8233en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/cb8233fr/cb8233fr.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/cb8233es/cb8233es.pdf
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 FAO & Alliance of Biodiversity International and CIAT. 2021. Indigenous Peoples’ food 
systems: Insights on sustainability and resilience from the front line of climate change. 
Rome. https://doi.org/10.4060/cb5131en 

 FAO & WorldFish. 2021. Illuminating Hidden Harvests: the contribution of small-scale 
fisheries to sustainable development (Brochure). 
https://www.fao.org/3/cb2879en/cb2879en.pdf 

Science-policy interface 
 Ahern, M.B.; Thilsted, S.H.; Kjellevold, M.; Overå, R.; Toppe, J.; Doura, M.; Kalaluka, E.; 

Wismen, B.; Vargas, M.; Franz, N. 2021. Locally-Procured Fish Is Essential in School Feeding 
Programmes in Sub-Saharan Africa. file:///C:/Users/Giovinco/Downloads/foods-10-02080-
v2.pdf 

 Badiola, J.A.R., Guinto, E.J., Das. P.K., Gietzen, T., Yang. L. and Van Anrooy, R. 
2021. Financing small-scale fisheries in the Philippines – A policy brief. Rome. 
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8029en 

 Cohen, P.J., Roscher, M., Wathsala Fernando, A., Freed, S., Garces, L., Jayakody, S., Khan, 
F., Mam, K., Nahiduzzaman, M., Ramirez, P., Ullah, M.H., van Brakel, M., Patrick 
Smallhorn-West, P. and DeYoung, C. 2021. Characteristics and performance of fisheries 
co-management in Asia - Synthesis of knowledge and case studies: Bangladesh, Cambodia, 
Philippines and Sri Lanka. Bangkok. FAO. https://doi.org/10.4060/cb3840en 

 FAO. 2021. Best practices related to SSF infrastructure, technology, value addition, finance, 
and organizational management (Circular). 

 FAO. 2021. Study on the socio-economic and biological impacts of the fishmeal and fish-
based feeds industry (Circular). 

 FAO. 2022. Financing fisheries in Africa: Financial services provision to small-scale fisheries. 
Rome. https://www.fao.org/3/cb9021en/cb9021en.pdf 

 Gardiner, N.M. 2022. Restoration of productive aquatic ecosystems by small-scale fisheries 
and aquaculture communities in Asia– Good practices, innovations, and success 
stories. Bangkok, FAO. https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8645en 

 Kelkar, N. & Arthur, R.I. 2022. A review of governance and tenure in inland capture 
fisheries and aquaculture systems of India. FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Circular No. 
1230. Chennai, FAO and ICSF. https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8615en 

 Kimani, P., Adrien, B., Ward, A. and Ahern, M. 2022. Post-harvest practices for 
empowering women in small-scale fisheries in Africa – Successful outcomes and guidance. 
FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Circular No. 1241. Rome, FAO. 
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb7918en. Also available in French here. 

 Smith, H. 2022. Mapping Women´s Small-Scale Fisheries Organizations in Ghana: Results 
from assessing current capacities, gaps and opportunities to strengthen women´s 
organizations in the sector. Rome, FAO. https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8500en 

 Smith, H. 2022. Mapping Women´s Small-Scale Fisheries Organizations in Malawi: Results 
from assessing current capacities, gaps and opportunities to strengthen women´s 
organizations in the sector. Rome, FAO. https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8499en 

 Smith, H. 2022. Mapping Women´s Small-Scale Fisheries Organizations in Sierra Leone: 
Results from assessing current capacities, gaps and opportunities to strengthen women´s 
organizations in the sector. Rome, FAO. https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8497en 

https://doi.org/10.4060/cb5131en
https://www.fao.org/3/cb2879en/cb2879en.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Giovinco/Downloads/foods-10-02080-v2.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Giovinco/Downloads/foods-10-02080-v2.pdf
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8029en
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb3840en
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8645en
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8615en
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb7918en
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/fr/c/cb7918fr
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8500en
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8499en
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8497en
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 Smith, H. 2022. Mapping Women´s Small-Scale Fisheries Organizations in Uganda: Results 
from assessing current capacities, gaps and opportunities to strengthen women´s 
organizations in the sector. Rome, FAO. https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8498en 

 Thiao, D. and Bunting, S.W. 2022. Socio-economic and biological impacts of the fish-based 
feed industry for sub-Saharan Africa. FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Circular No. 1236. 
Rome, FAO, Worldfish and University of Greenwich, Natural Resources Institute. 
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb7990en. Also available in French here. 

 Vapnek, J., Boaz, P.  2021.  Legislative and regulatory frameworks for family farming.  FAO 
legal papers, no. 108.  Rome, FAO. https://doi.org/10.4060/cb6922en 

 Wilcox, C., Mann, V., Cannard, T., Ford, J., Hoshino, E and Pascoe, S. 2021. A review of 
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing issues and progress in the Asia-Pacific Fishery 
Commission region. Bangkok and Hobart, FAO. https://doi.org/10.4060/cb2640en 
 

Empowering stakeholders 
 Ward, A. 2022. Take care of your catch. A guide to fish handling on board small boats. 

Sustainable fish value chain development series No. 2. Rome, FAO. 
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8791en 

 FAO. 2022. Going fishing: access to and management of fisheries resources during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Rome. https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8101en 

 FAO. 2022. Inclusive social development and decent work for enhancing small-scale 
fisheries resilience to the COVID-19 pandemic. Rome. https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8100en 

 FAO. 2022. Selling the fish: access to markets for small-scale fisheries during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Rome. https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8102en 
 

Supporting implementation 
  Cook, K., Rosenbaum, K. L. and Poulain, F. 2021. Building resilience to climate change and 

disaster risks for small-scale fisheries communities. A human-rights-based approach to the 
implementation of Chapter 9 of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-
Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication. Rome, FAO. 
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb7616en 

 FAO. 2021. Small-scale fisheries and the human right to adequate food. 
https://www.fao.org/3/cb4939en/cb4939en.pdf 

 FAO. 2022. A policy and legal diagnostic tool for sustainable small-scale fisheries – In 
support of the implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-
Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication. Rome. 
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8234en  

 FAO. 2022. Légiférer pour une pêche artisanale durable - Un guide et des conseils pour la 
mise en oeuvre dans les législations nationales de certains aspects des Directives 
volontaires visant à assurer la durabilité de la pêche artisanale dans le contexte de la pêche 
artisanale dans le contexte de la sécurité alimentaire et de l’éradication de la pauvreté. 
Rome. https://doi.org/10.4060/cb0885fr 

 FAO. 2022. Legislando para una pesca en pequeña escala sostenible - Guía y 
consideraciones de cara a la implementación de las Directrices voluntarias para lograr la 
sostenibilidad de la pesca en pequeña escala en el contexto de la seguridad alimentaria y la 

https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8498en
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb7990en
https://www.fao.org/3/cb7990fr/cb7990fr.pdf
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb2640en
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8791en
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8101en
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8100en
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8102en
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb7616en
https://www.fao.org/3/cb4939en/cb4939en.pdf
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8234en
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb0885fr
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erradicación de la pobreza en la legislación nacional. Roma. 
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb0885es 

 FAO. 2022. Report of the Asia Regional Workshop on SDG 14.b and Its Associated Indicator 
14.b.1 – Virtual workshop, 6–8 July 2021. Bangkok. https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8250en 

 FAO & WorldFish. 2020. Information and communication technologies for small-scale 
fisheries (ICT4SSF) - A handbook for fisheries stakeholders. In support of the 
implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries 
in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication. Bangkok. 
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb2030en 

 FAO & WorldFish. 2021. SSF Guidelines uptake and influence. Rome. 
https://www.fao.org/3/cb7657en/cb7657en.pdf 

 Kurien, J. 2022. Involving the People – Democratizing the implementation and monitoring 
of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of 
Food Security and Poverty Eradication. FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Circular No. 1242. 
Rome, FAO. https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8058en 

 Smith, H. 2022. A methodological guide for mapping women’s small-scale fishery 
organizations to assess their capacities and needs – A handbook in support of the 
implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries 
in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication. Rome, FAO. 
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb8235en 

 FAO. 2022. Fishing Vessel Design Database (FVDD). 
https://www.fao.org/fishery/en/collection/vesseldesign and 
https://www.fao.org/fishery/en/vesseldesign/search 
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