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Questions and Answers

Banana questions:

What is the difference between banana from China and banana from the
Philippines? Since China is one of the biggest importers of banana and mango from
the Philippines?

A: The biggest difference between bananas produced in China and in the Philippinesis
that the Philippines has a better geographical position, with more rain and plenty of
light. Therefore, such favorable environmental conditions would produce bananas
with superior appearance and quality. Most banana plantations in China are in
subtropical areas that face difficult environmental conditions, such as typhoons, cold
seasons, and droughts, hence, China's banana industry must constantly improve its
planting technology to meet the demands of its banana production.

Date palm questions:

What are the names of the studied date palm varieties in China? Do you use the
name Barhi or do you have local names?

A: Our Chinese team introduced the following varieties from different countries,
including Khadrawy from Pakistan; Nabt Saif, Sultana, Khenizi, Nagal, and Chichi from
the UAE; as well as Hyani and Amhat from Egypt.

Does the economic damage of the red palm weevil insect differ between coconut
palms and date palms? And which one is more dangerous?

A: Date palm and coconuts both have only one growth point on the plant and the
damage caused by the red palm weevil to the growing sites is usually consistent in
both plants, but date palms are more susceptible than coconut palms.

What is the Chinese experience in treating date palm trees that were infected by the
red palm weevil insect?

A: The red palm weevil can be attracted by special semiochemicals. This product uses
biomimetic technology to synthesize a signaling compound, which is added to the lure
core and installed on the trap. To attract the red palm weevil, the trap core releases
the signaling substances slowly to capture the pest.
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Is there arole for natural enemiesinreducing the red palm weevil population?

A: The natural enemies of the red palm weevils that we used included
Metaranisopliae, Beauveria bassiana, insecticidal bacteria and entomopathogenic
nematodes. Promising results were obtained in laboratory experiments, but further
verification is required in the field.

What are the date palm varieties that are cultivated in China? And what are the
problems related to date palm cultivation?

A: Our Chinese team introduced the following varieties from different countries,
including Khadrawy from Pakistan; Nabt Saif, Sultana, Khenizi, Nagal, and Chichi from
the UAE; as well as Hyani and Amhat from Egypt. The main date palm cultivation
challenge is in selecting the most suitable land and environment for each of the
different date palm varieties to optimally grow the plantations successfully.

Jackfruit questions:

What is the proposed new technology recommendation for jackfruit cultivation that
can be appliedin Bangladesh?

A: More diversified varieties as well as streamlined and efficient breeding
technologies with high value- added research and development processes and an
efficient flow of fruit production. This system can also be applied in China.

Mango questions:

What kind of bagging is used for mango in China?

A: There are many types of fruit bags that are suitable for mango bagging, in which
paper bags are mostly used and can be divided into two types: The single- and the
double-layer fruit bags. Generally, the single-layer bags are white, while the double-
layer is light-yellow in the outer layer and black in the inner layer. White fruit bags are
recommended for red-skinned varieties, while double-layer fruit bags are better
suited for yellow-skinned varieties. The fruit bagging is generally carried out 35 to 45
days after the flower withering stage and after the second physiological fruit drop,
which is neither early nor late.
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Here in the Philippines, we have a cecid fly problem. In China, which pest infestation
affects Chinese mangos the most? Is it true that the Philippine Carabao mango
variety is planted in China?

A: Thrips is the most significant mango pest at present, mainly harming the flowers
and young fruits of the mango, but also the young shoots, which can heavily affect the
healthy growth of the mango. Carabao was once planted in China, but now it is only
used as a germplasm resource for conservation, without any commercial cultivation.

Do you artificially induce the flowering of mango trees? If so, what chemicals are
you using or what other methods do you use to induce flowering?

A: As it is important to maintain a stable yield for commercial cultivation, artificial
flower promotion is still required. Shoot control and flower promotion are very
important for mango. At present, the common shoot control drugs are paclobutrazol
and ethephon, in which the concentration used would differ according to the tree
growth stage, the temperature, and other factors. After a certain stage of shoot
control, which is about 3 months, artificial flower promotion would begin. At this
stage, leaves should be supplemented with nutrients, such as potassium dihydrogen
phosphate and amino acids. Potassium nitrate is mainly used to promote flowering,
with the addition of borax and naphthylacetic acid.

What mango variety is popular in China? And what is the percentage of this mango
variety relative to the total mango productionin China?

A: According to national estimated data, Tainoung #1, Keitt, Jinhwang, Guifei, and
Guire #82 are the top five varieties covering over 70% of the plantation area, while
the other varieties cover about 40%. In total, there are about 45 varieties that are
produced in China. Other varieties include Palayingda, Sensation, Renong #1, Guire
#10, Zill, Taiya, and Deshehari.

What pests and diseases are prevalent in the Chinese mango production and what
pest/disease management and control measures are most effective?

A: Major diseases and insect pests in China include anthrax, bacterial keratosis,
powdery mildew, thrips, leaf gall midges, Spodoptera striata, and fruit flies. We adopt
physical, chemical, and biological control measures by implementing the strategy of
prevention first and comprehensive protection and control.



