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WESTERN CENTRAL ATLANTIC FISHERY COMMISSION (WECAFC)

TWENTIETH SESSION (HYBRID)

Montego Bay, Jamaica, 8-10 July 2025

Provisional Programme

Monday 7 July 2025
Arrival and Registration of delegates

Tuesday 8 July 2025
Morning session
Local No. Session
Time
(GMT-5)
08.00 1 Opening of the session
08.30 2 Introduction of delegates
09.00 3 Adoption of the agenda and arrangements for the session
09.30 4 Report of the Executive Committee
10.00 5 Review of the State of fisheries and aquaculture in the WECAFC region
10.45 6 Main decisions and recommendations of the 36th Session of the Committee on
Fisheries (COFI- 36)
11.15 Coffee break
11.45 7 Summary of the regional priorities established by the XXXVIII FAO Regional
Conference for Latin America and the Caribbean and the potential contribution of
fisheries and
aquaculture
12.15 8 World Trade Organization (WTQO) agreement on fisheries subsidies
12.45 9 The Agreement under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the
Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond
National Jurisdiction (BBNJ Agreement)
13.30 Lunch




Afternoon session

15.00 10 Summary of the priorities established by the Sustainable Ocean initiative IV and
dialogue with regional seas organizations (RSOs) and regional fishery bodies (RFBs)
15.30 11 Impacts of sargassum on marine resources in the region and utilization initiatives
16.00 12 Bycatch and By-products management in the region
16.30 13 Registry of Experts and draft recommendation to WECAFC20
17.00 End of first day of the session
Wednesday 9 July 2025
Morning session
Local No. Session
Time
(GMT-5)
08.00 14 Collaboration with the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic
Tunas (ICCAT)
08.30 15 Strategic reorientation/implementation of the ad hoc Intersessional Working Group

(IWG) Roadmap from WECAFC17 and proposed next steps

11.00 Coffee break
Reports of selected WECAFC working groups on updates on intersessional work
11.30 16 and any recommendations for the Commission’s consideration

16a | Flyingfish-Dolphinfish

16b | Queen Conch

16¢c | Spawning Aggregations

Fisheries Data and Statistics
16d

16e | Spiny lobster

IUU-fishing
16f

16g | Strategic approach towards advancing national implementation of regional
instruments, including a guidance framework for monitoring implementation




12.30 17 Report of the Scientific Advisory Group (SAG), including review of working group
recommendations, as appropriate

13.00 Lunch

Afternoon session

14.30 18 Strategic reorientation/implementation of the ad hoc Intersessional Working Group
(IWG) Roadmap from WECAFC17 and proposed next steps

16.00 19 Report by the Secretary on the financial and administrative affairs of the Commission

16.30 20 Updated 2025-2027 work plan

17.00 End of the second day of the session
Thursday 10 July 2025
Morning

Drafting and translation of the report by WECAFC Secretariat.

Afternoon session

13.00 21 Adoption of the report

15.30 22 Election of the Chairperson and two Vice-Chairpersons for the Commission

15.45 23 Date and place for the next session

16.00 24 Closure of the 20th session




