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CCP working arrangements

Briefing on the recently published Food Outlook
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Bureau members agreed to the recording of the meeting.

1. Approval of the provisional agenda of the meeting

The agenda of the meeting was approved. The following points, raised by the secretariat, were added
under ‘Any other matters’:
- 44th Session of the Conference
- Informal lunch of the Chairpersons and Secretaries of FAO’s Technical Committees (CCP, COAG,
COFI and COFO)

The summary of the 5th CCP Bureau meeting was endorsed with no changes.

2. CCP Intersessional events, past and future

The Chair and Bureau members expressed their high satisfaction with the first CCP Intersessional event.
The Bureau members noted that it was useful to hold the event during Rome Nutrition Week 2025. This
ensured good attendance and increased visibility for the CCP. They agreed that organizing intersessional
events in conjunction with larger events was beneficial. Boubaker informed that a short report of the
event is under preparation and would be shared and posted online soon.

The Chair thanked the CCP secretariat for the concept note for the second intersessional event on
market transparency. Boubaker explained that the proposed event would constitute part of FAO’s 80th
anniversary celebrations. It would highlight the complementary role of the CCP and AMIS in improving
market transparency and informing policy decisions. He informed that the event would be in hybrid
modality and that a one-hour slot has been secured during the World Food Forum, on the afternoon of
15 October from 15:30 to 16:30 hours. Interpretation would be provided in all official languages. He also
noted that the proposed agenda foresees that the event would be opened by the CCP Chair, followed by
comments by the Chief Economist. Following that, the programme could include two former CCP Chairs



and two former AMIS Chairs or country representatives as panellists. The programme also includes a
short Q&A session before conclusion and wrap up by the CCP Chair and Chief Economist.

A discussion on the event format and the proposed participants ensued, and Australia suggested that it
would be useful to invite practitioners in order to gain insight into how AMIS helps farmers. It would
also be interesting to look at the future of AMIS. Switzerland suggested inviting someone from the OECD
secretariat, rather than two former CCP Chairs, so the event is not inward looking. The secretariat
confirmed that funds should be available to cover associated expenses. It was agreed to give more time
for Bureau members to provide feedback on the draft concept note.

For action:

- Bureau members to provide feedback on the draft concept note for the second intersessional
event by 11 July 2025.

3. CCP working arrangements

In introducing the agenda item, Boubaker recalled that the plenary had mandated the Bureau to review
the working arrangements of the CCP sessions to enhance efficiency and effectiveness. The secretariat
had earlier circulated a short background note on the history of CCP sessions and associated costs.

Boubaker outlined three main points for consideration:

1. Extend the duration beyond the current three days, which effectively allows only two days for
substantive discussions and deliberations.

2. Use the Written Correspondence Procedure for selected agenda items to allow more time for
substantive deliberations on market and policy developments. Any items proposed for this
procedure would be first discussed and agreed with the Bureau. Suitable items might include
the reports of the meetings of the Intergovernmental Groups (IGGs) and the Committee’s Multi-
year Programme of Work (MYPOW). It was also noted that the Written Correspondence
Procedure does not preclude discussion in the plenary.

3. Clarify the role of the Drafting Committee. Since COVID-19, the CCP has followed the Council’s
practice of having the plenary effectively operating as a Drafting Committee. As a result,
consensus on the text is reached at the plenary, leaving the Drafting Committee with a mainly
editorial task and allowing it to complete its work quickly.

Boubaker also noted that the Basic Texts contained no specific rules of procedure governing the work of
the Drafting Committee; therefore, its modus operandi can be decided by the CCP plenary at the start of
the session. This was confirmed with the Governing Bodies Servicing Division (CSG).

In response to a question from Canada about how the CCP agenda is developed, Boubaker explained
that the agenda follows a standard format, reflecting the Committee’s focused mandate. it is prepared
in close consultation with the Bureau, and once cleared by the Bureau and the Chair, it is submitted to
the Director-General for approval.

The agenda typically includes the following standard items:

e Developments in global agricultural commodity markets: short and medium-term outlook.

e Policy matters, including the SOCO report and updates on trade negotiations under the WTO.
e FAOQ's programme of work in commodity markets and trade under the CCP mandate.

e Reports of the IGGs.

e  Multi-year Progamme of Work (MYPOW).



Additionally, in the past, the secretariat has included additional agenda items, such as the sustainability
in agrifood systems item that was discussed at the 76th session of the CCP.

Boubaker noted that items of specific interest to Bureau members and Regional Groups could be
considered for inclusion in the agenda.

Decision:

- Members agreed that adding one day for deliberations would help avoid late night sessions and
ensure that items are given due consideration. They also concurred that the additional expense
involved would be well justified, given the significance of the topics under discussion.

- Members agreed to keep the current Council practice of discussing the draft conclusions and
reaching consensus during plenary, leaving an editorial role for the Drafting Committee.

- Members decided to determine which items would be addressed through the Written
Correspondence Procedure once the provisional agenda for the next session is finalized.

4. Briefing on the recently published Food Outlook

Monika Tothova gave a presentation on the key findings of the recently published Food Outlook report.
The report covers production trends, utilization, trade and stocks for various commaodities including
wheat, coarse grains, rice, oil crops, sugar, meat, dairy products, and fisheries. The report offered a
cautiously optimistic outlook for food commodity markets, highlighting increasing production for most
commodities except sugar, while noting uncertainties due to weather events, geopolitical tensions,
trade policies, and economic conditions. Additionally, the report estimated the global food import bill
and included special thematic chapters addressing the impact of avian influenza, changes in trade
patterns since 2022, potential incentives for fish fraud, and the impacts of decarbonizing the maritime
sector on food imports. The presentation was well received and appreciated by the Bureau members.

In view of recent world events and requests for updates on their possible impacts on global markets, it
was explained that in addition to the biannual Food Outlook report issued in June and November, the
Markets and Trade Division (EST) provides continuous and regular market updates. These include the
FAO Food Price Index, published every month, as well as the Cereal Supply and Demand Brief and the
AMIS Market Monitor that are each published 10 times per year. Additional notes and reports are
published as required.

5. Any other matters

Boubaker took the opportunity to remind members that the report of CCP 76 would be considered at
the 44th Session of the Conference. He noted that the Chair’s introductory remarks had already been
posted on the website. He further noted that the proposal and draft resolution for an International
Coffee Day would be considered under agenda item 16.5.

Boubaker informed that an informal working lunch of the Chairs and Secretaries of the FAO Technical
Committees would be held on 27 June. Secretariats are gathering ideas for topics to discuss.

For action:

- Bureau members to provide ideas for possible topics to discuss at the working lunch next week,
by Wednesday 25 June 2025. The CCP Secretariat would send an email to this effect.

The Chair thanked Mr Télio Gaborit for his contribution to the work of the CCP, noting that this would be
his last Bureau meeting.


https://unfao.sharepoint.com/sites/ESTD/EST_CA/CCP/CCP%20BUREAU/CCP%20Bureau%202024-26/CCP%20Bureau%206/CCP%20Bureau%20Food%20Outlook_19June2025.pdf
https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/cd5655en
https://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/foodpricesindex/en/
https://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/csdb/en
https://www.amis-outlook.org/market-monitor

Mr Kaba Urgessa Dinssa of Ethiopia also announced that this was his last meeting and that he would be

succeeded by a new colleague in the CCP Bureau.

Bureau members appreciated the collaboration of both colleagues and wished them well in their future

endeavours.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 hours.
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