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EDITORIAL

Adapting to Change

Dear reader,

lot has happened since the

last edition of FAN in April this
year. The world has changed, with
a new normal now governing our
daily lives. What can | say about
the COVID-19 pandemic and this
difficult year that has not already
been said? | can only join my voice
to that of so many others to wish
for your safety and well-being in
these trying times, and share my
hope for the swift end to this terrible
disease. But | can also highlight that
if aquaculture all over the world
has suffered a lot, it has equally
demonstrated an incredible adaptive
capacity to cope with the new and
constantly evolving constraints.
In this edition of FAN, we take a

moment to share with you some of
these experiences and the work that
FAO has been doing in response

to the impacts of COVID-19 on
aquaculture. We also take a deeper
look into the gender dimensions of
COVID-19 on women in fisheries and
aquaculture, and although it is too
early to know the precise magnitude
of the impact that the crisis will have
over the long term on the sector,

we already present a preliminary
analysis of the situation in Tunisia.

As you can imagine, FAO’s work

has also been deeply affected but

it has not stopped, as you will also
see in this edition. Once again, we
will provide you with aquaculture
updates from around the world: new
developments in the United Arab

Emirates and Bahrain, support to

a recirculating aquaculture project

in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
establishment of demonstration sites
in Morocco for marine cage farming,
and creation of employment
opportunities through sustainable
aquaculture development activities
targeted at youth in Cote d’lvoire.
The impacts of COVID-19 serve a

as a stark reminder of the need for
aquaculture to be resilient to all
types of shocks and to be prepared
to manage future disasters. Two
articles from the Latin America

and Caribbean region highlight
FAQO’s work in rebuilding a prawn
hatchery in Dominica and supporting
diversification and adaptation in
Chile to the impacts of climate
change. Relatedly, a thematic article
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