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1. Food Safety Legal Framework including basic laws, enabling regulations and appropriate 

implementation mechanisms: 
 

The legislative Framework spans several Ministries including the Ministry of Health, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Ministry of Legal Affairs (Consumer Affairs Division) and Ministry of Public Utilities 
(Environmental Health Division).   
 
Food safety legislation 

− Fisheries Act 1916 and 1975 
− Water and Sewage Act 1916; 1965 
− The Factory Ordinance Chapter II, 
− Municipal Corporation Act 
− Customs Act and Regulations Chapter 78:50 
− The Food and Drugs Act 1965 and Regulations  
− The Pesticides and Toxic Chemicals Control Act 1979; amended 1986  
− Consumer Protection and Safety Act # 30, 1985 Amendment #22 of 1998  
− Public Health Ordinance Chapter 12 No. 4 

 
Animal Health Legislation 

− Animals Diseases and Importation Act 1954 (last amended 1997)  
− Animals (Importation ) Control Regulations (Chap.67:02)(revised 1992 & 2000)  
− Animal Diseases Importation  (Notifiable Diseases) Order 1993 (amended 1997)  
− Diseases of Animals (Veterinary Export Certificates) Regulations 
− Animal Diseases and Importation Act (currently under review)  

 
Plant Health Legislation 

− Plant Protection Act (No. 13 of 1975) as amended (No. 2 of 2001) and Regulations of 1997 
 

2. Food Standards and Technical Regulations 
 

− Under the Public Health Ordinance and the Food and Drugs Act there are Regulations with 
respect to: Storage, Preparation and the methods thereof, preserving' packaging, labelling, 
additives, distribution, advertising, sale, quality inspection, safety, food import and export 

− Revision or introduction of new standards and regulations e.g. 
o Public health Ordinance currently being revised 
o Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) being introduced and is currently in 

place for fish and fisheries product 
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o Regulations for irradiated food passed in 2003 
o National Seed Policy being developed 
 

3. Food borne Disease Surveillance Systems 
 

− Public Health Inspectorate 
− National Surveillance Unit of the Ministry of Health which is responsible for 

o Monitor all infectious and communicable diseases including food borne illnesses 
o Coordinates all disease and food borne outbreaks by alerting the Chief Medical Officer, 

Director of Trinidad-Public Health Laboratory and all other relevant entities and give 
guidance where necessary 

o Collects and collates relevant information to report on a weekly basis to the Minister of 
Health, chief Medical Officer, all County Medical Officers of Health, CAREC, PAHO 
and other stakeholders;   

o Quarterly and Annual reports on all communicable and infectious diseases also 
prepared and disseminated to stakeholders 

o New Surveillance Manual prepared and staff trained at the County level use this 
manual; the need for timely reporting re-iterated at training seminars 

o Short term research /surveys/studies also conducted e.g. on Streptococcal illnesses 
(2004) 

 
4. Coordination of Activities of all organizations involved in Food Safety Management  

(Administration of the Legal Agenda) 
 

− The Food and Drugs Act provides for linkages and coordinating mechanism between the 
various Ministries and Organizations administering Food Safety Legislation through 
establishment of a 'Food Advisory Committee to assist and advise [him] with respect to food 
standards, Labelling and other matters connected with the manufacture and distribution of 
food'  (Section 26, sub-section 1(b)).  Subsection (2) states that 'The committee…shall be 
representative of lay and professional interests and shall comprise such persons as by reason 
of their knowledge, interest and experience are considered suitable for appointment thereto.'  

 
− Memorandum of Understanding between the various Divisions of the Ministry of Health 

outlining the responsibilities of each of these Divisions of the Ministry i.e. Public Health 
Inspectorate, Veterinary Public Health Unit and Chemistry Food and Drugs.  The role of the 
Port Health Unit has also been clearly defined. 

 
− Establishment of a Food Advisory Committee (Food and Drugs Act Chapter 30:01 of 1960 as 

amended by 39 of 1968).  Members of this committee include:  
o Chairman- Director of Food and Drugs 
o Secretary – From Food and Drugs Inspectorate  
o Other members from: 

 Ministry of Agriculture 
 Veterinary Public Health 
 Public health 
 Caribbean Food and Nutrition Institute (PAHO/WHO Institution) 
 Ministry of Legal Affairs – Consumer Affairs Division 
 Trinidad and Tobago Bureau of Standards 
 Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturers association (Manufacturers of 

food) 
 Chamber of Industry and Commerce 
 Trinidad and Tobago Asssociation of Nutritionists and Dietitions 
 Supermarket Association 
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 Caribbean Industrial Research Institute (CARIRI) 
 Labour (Union) representative 
 Food Chemist – Ministry of Health 
 Food Biologist – Ministry of Health 

− Food and Drugs Inspectorate Administer the Food and Drugs Act.  Officers of the 
Inspectorate are stationed at all ports of entry 

− Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of 
Health where all issues with agriculture and plant products are dealt with under the Plant 
Protection Act (No. 13 of 1975) as amended (No. 2 of 2001 and Regulations (1997).  Usually 
an appropriate response is provided by the line Ministry under which the issue falls. 

 
5. Laboratory support services for all relevant food hazards 
 

− Food and Drug Laboratories  
o Food Chemistry Laboratory 
o Microbiology Laboratory 
o Toxicology laboratory 
o Drug laboratory 

− Trinidad Public Health Laboratory 
− Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory 
− Public Health Laboratory, School of Veterinary Medicine, UWI, Mt Hope 

 
6. Food inspection and enforcement mechanisms at both domestic and international level   
 

− Veterinary Public Health Unit (Ministry of Health) 
i. Performs ante- and post-mortem in conjunction with the Public Health Inspectors at 

abattoirs, poultry processing plants, further processing establishments and sea food 
processors 

ii. Conducts epidemiological investigation, surveillance and control of zoonotic diseases 
such as bovine tuberculosis, leptospirosis, and brucellosis 

iii. Samples raw meat and poultry products for analysis 
iv. Certifies meat and poultry for export 
v. Conducts risk assessments for the introduction of meat, meat products and sea foods 

 
− Public Health Inspectorate (Ministry of Health) - ensures compliance with the Public 

Health Ordinance in relation to:  
i. The sale of unsound or contaminated food including raw agricultural products 

ii. Harvesting and sale of shellfish, crustacean and fin fish 
iii. Sale and distribution of food at public eating places including hotels and restaurants 
iv. Inspection of the preparation, storage handling and transportation of food intended 

for human consumption in conjunction with the Food and Drugs Division, of the 
Ministry of Health 

v. Inspection of retail premises  
vi. Performance of ante-and post-mortem inspection at abbatoirsin conjunction with 

Veterinary Public Health 
vii. Collects food samples based on consumer complaints for microbial analysis at the 

Ministry's laboratories 
viii. Sampling of raw meat for testing at Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory 

ix. Operations of the Port Health Unit which is a Unit of the Public Health 
Inspectorate with responsibility for: 

• Surveillance to prevent the introduction of quarantinable and communicable 
diseases and any other contaminants into Trinidad and Tobago e.g. SARS, 
Avian Influenza (Bird Flu) 

• Overseas the transportation of human remains 
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• Protection of the health and welfare of the population through public health 
functions at all the official ports of entry, 

 
− Chemistry Food and Drugs Division (Ministry of Health 

i. Administers and enforces the Food and Drugs Act and Regulations  
ii. Inspects imported food at all ports of entry and makes appropriate referrals 

iii. Inspects establishments where food for human consumption is manufactured, 
processed, packaged, labelled, stored or transported to ensure compliance with 
provisions of the Food and Drugs Act and Regulations 

iv. Inspects wholesale and retail establishments and ensures that all food for 
sale/distribution are in compliance with the Food and Drugs Act with respect to 
packaging, labellelling and storage 

v. Certifies food including fish for expert  
vi. Analyzes samples of local and imported food for compliance with food regulations 

vii. Supervises food deemed unfit for human consumption 
viii. Investigates consumer complantints 

ix. Institutes product recall where product violates the Food and Drug Act and/or 
Regulations 

 
− Animal Production and Health Division  (Ministry of Agriculture) 

i. Enforces Animal Health Legislation 
ii. Issues import permits for regulated meat and poultry items 
iii. Conducts animal health risk analyses 

 
− Crop Protection Subdivision (Research Division, Ministry of Agriculture) 

i. Certifies farms gor good agricultural practices (GAP) such as use of 
pesticide, organic manures etc in collaboration with the National 
Agricultural Marketing and Development Company Limited 
(NAMDEVCO) 

ii. Conducts plant health risk analyses 
iii. Plant Quarantine Department  

a. Enforces the Plant Protection Act (No. 13 of 1975) as amended 
(No. 2 of 2001) and Regulations of 1997 

b. Issues import permits for all agricultural products 
c. Issues phytosanitary certificates for export of agricultural goods 

on request 
d. Inspects imported agricultural commodities at ports of entry for 

compliance with the Plant Protection Act  and Regulations 
e. Conducts post-entry plant quarantine operations as necessary 

 
7. Public/Private Sector Partnership… and Consumer Awareness Raising 
 

− Public Awareness training through Seminars, Workshops, Public Consultations; use of the 
Print and electronic Media , brochures and factsheets 

Recently concluded National Pesticide Awareness Week (14-18 November 2005, 
featured a News Paper supplement with relevant articles; one day Inter-Sectorial 
Seminar with presentations by the public sector, private sector and farming 
community; display boothe at various locations; Radio Talk Show, distribution of 
Fact Sheets and Brochures.  This Awareness Programme received full support form 
the private sector through active participation and various levels of sponsorship of 
some activities. 
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− `Opportunities for capacity building exist through attendance at training programmes both 
locally and overseas.  These training programmes are usually sponsored by the Government 
of Trinidad and Tobago or Regional (CARICOM) and International Agencies (WHO, IICA, 
FAO, PAHO, IICA) 

 
8. Challenges  
 

i. Need to accelerate the rate of revision of outdated legislation and introduction of new 
legislation; drafting facility that is somewhat overwhelmed 

ii. Need for  upgrade of laboratories,  
iii. Need for greater transparency and information exchange both at the national and regional 

levels 
iv. Need for meeting quality assurance standards for some export markets  
v. Need for more public consultations  

 
9. Opportunities and approaches to overcoming these challenges 

i. Opportunity to upgrade legislation and make them compliant.  The process can be accelerated 
by following appropriate models that have already been developed and successfully 
promulgated 

ii. Proposals have been made to merge laboratories in the Ministry of Health for greater 
efficiency in the delivery of service, avoiding duplication of services, streamlining operations 
and reducing operational costs. 

iii. Recommendations (from a consultant funded by the Commonwealth Secretariat) are being 
considered for establishment of a Pesticide Testing Facility 

iv. Opportunities exist to accredit trainers from the private-sector to conduct training and public 
awareness programmes on behalf of the line Ministries; Media and sponsors can be 
approached for assistance 

v. Under the Freedom of Information Act there are provisions for information retrieval  
vi. Nation Food Safety Agencies can work with strategic partners at the national, regional and 

international levels to develop and execute successful programmes in food safety.  These 
institutions may provide technical assistance for the preparation of project documents and 
source (donor) funding, technical expertise and equipment to undertake some of the activities 
outlined above.  Strategic partners include WHO, CODEX, PAHO, FAO, IICA, CARIRI, 
CARDI, UWI, CFNI, CFTDI and others 

 
10. The Food Chain Approach 
 

The usefulness of this approach has been recognized and is gradually being introduced.  For example 
development of the hot pepper industry receives support from a number of agencies through the hot 
pepper task force.   Members come from the Ministry of Agriculture, NAMDEVCO, CARDI and 
other agencies for production, marketing, processing and export of fresh peppers or the processed 
product.   

 


