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REPORT

ITEM1. OPENING OF THE MEETING

1. The sixth meeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee (Committee) was held in hybrid
format on 7 and 8 May 2025, in Rome, Italy. Mr Kent Nnadozie, Secretary of the International
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, welcomed the participants to the
meeting, noting that the agenda and the presentations scheduled would help to provide an
overview of the work of the Secretariat and also of the relevant activities by the partner
organisations.

2. The Secretary also referred to the Special Event, “Strengthening Partnerships on PGRFA
Information Exchange and Knowledge Sharing”, held on 6 May, back-to-back with the Committee
meeting. He welcomed the launch of the new in situ documentation module of the GLIS portal at
the event as an important milestone, and noted the major updates shared with the GLIS partners
and other invited speakers working in the area of documentation of plant genetic resources for
food and agriculture (PGRFA).

3. The full list of participants is contained in the document, IT/SAC-GLIS-6/25/2/Inf.3, List
of Participants."

ITEM 2. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

Election of the Co-Chairpersons

4, The members of the Committee elected Ms Imke Thormann (Germany) and Mr Federico
Condoén (Uruguay) as Co-Chairpersons of the Committee and to guide the proceedings of the
meeting.

Adoption of the Agenda

5. The Committee adopted the Agenda and timetable and thanked the Secretary for the
preparations and the documentation for the meeting. The Agenda, as adopted, is contained in
Annex 1.

Organization of Work

6. The Secretariat provided an overview of the mandate and previous work of the
Committee, the structure and content of the Programme of Work (PoW) on the Global Information

! https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/meetings/meetings-detail/en/c/1732980/
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System (2023-2028), and the requests made by the Governing Body through Resolutions 5/2022
and 5/2023. The Secretariat also provided a brief update on recent developments and the activities
undertaken under the GLIS Portal, as well as the improvements made to the portal since the last
meeting of the Committee. The Committee recommended the Secretariat, to include in its future
reports to the Committee, also information on the GLIS budget.

ITEM 3. UPDATE ON THE OPERATIONS OF THE GLOBAL
INFORMATION SYSTEM AND THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
PROGRAMME OF WORK

3.1 Support to Contracting Parties and other users with PGRFA information exchange

7. The Secretariat introduced the document, IT/GB-11/SAC-6/25/3.1, Report on the
Operations of the Global Information System and Implementation of the Programme of Work, and
updated the Committee on the support provided to users to make the PGRFA they hold more
visible through the Global Information System (GLIS) in relation to relevant objectives of the
PoW.

8. The Committee noted that one of the objectives of the GLIS is to facilitate and improve
the flow of information among institutions serving as sources of PGRFA, conducting research and
added-value activities and those using PGRFA to develop products.

9. The Committee noted the amount and quality of the work accomplished since the last
meeting, in further developing the GLIS Portal, in particular with the new homepage, the
Directory of Links, the integration of the Toolbox for Sustainable Use of PGRFA and the
Inventory of Farmers’ Rights National Measures, Best Practices and Lessons Learned.

10. The Committee also acknowledged the importance and use of permanent unique
identifiers for gene bank accessions, and noted the progress on the voluntary assignation of Digital
Object Identifiers (DOIs) and the ongoing collaboration with various regional and global portals,
in particular Genesys, the World Information and Early Warning System (WIEWS), GRIN-
Global, the European Search Catalogue for Plant Genetic Resources (EURISCO) and the SPGRC
Documentation and Information System (Web-SDIS), and invited the Secretary to continue
enhancing cooperation and explore options to improve the efficiency and optimise the reporting
processes, as well as avoid the duplication of efforts.

11. The Committee welcomed the publication of the module for the documentation of PGRFA
material conserved in sifu as an important milestone of the Programme of Work of GLIS. It also
noted that a testing phase with additional data providers and users will be open until September
2025, with the aim to improve the system and the available descriptors against the published set of
descriptors.?

12. The Committee noted that EURISCO had adopted an approach that assigns priority to the
documentation of Crop Wild Relatives (CWRs) actively conserved and accessible, and that
documentation on CWR is provided to EURISCO through a network of national focal points.
Additionally, the Committee noted the importance of documenting PGRFA conserved in situ that
are threatened, as recommended by the Third Report on the State of the World’s Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture (SoW PGR-3).

13. The Committee welcomed the statistics provided by the Secretariat regarding the use of
the GLIS Portal and recommended that additional information on the type of materials registered
in GLIS be made available at the next meeting, including the type and number of DOIs assigned
for ex situ and in situ material. The Committee recommended that future reporting on assigned
DOIs distinguish DOIs for unique accessions, for batches or putative duplicates of an accession,
for PGRFA found in situ, or for other objects. The Committee also invited the Secretariat to
consider developing a good practices manual regarding the assignment of DOIs to in sifu material.

22 The test server is available at: glis.qa.fao.org
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14. The Committee noted that some of the information presented in GLIS could be relevant
for monitoring non-monetary benefit-sharing. In this context, the Committee also noted that the
Standing Committee on the Funding Strategy was developing a draft methodology for measuring
Non-Monetary Benefit-Sharing (NMBS), within the framework of the Operational Plan of the
Funding Strategy 2020-2025.

15. The Committee noted the limited availability of national databases of CWR conserved in
situ and recalled that the Governing Body had invited the Contracting Parties that had not done so
to consider their development. Additionally, the Committee highlighted the need to mobilise
resources to support Contracting Parties in developing their capacities in data collection from the
wild, of crops and their wild relatives, and in making that information available. In this context,
the Committee invited the Secretary to explore funding and training opportunities with relevant
organisations and potential donors.

16. The Committee noted the update from Mr Kjell-Ake Lundblad on integrating GENBIS,?
with the GLIS Portal to automate the obtention of DOIs, and to send reports on Standard Material
Transfer Agreements (SMTAs) to Easy-SMTA.* The Committee invited the Secretary to make the
source code of the application available for further use.

17. The Committee also took note of the collaboration of the Secretariat and NORDGEN to
provide more visibility through the GLIS Portal to the material deposited at the Svalbard Global
Seed Vault (SGSV), as requested by the Governing Body through Resolution 14/2023.°

18. The Committee noted the presentation by Mr Mario Marino on the Inventory of Farmers’
Rights National Measures, Best Practices and Lessons Learned and welcomed its integration in
the GLIS Portal. The Committee noted that the integration resulted in an increased number of
visits and invited the Secretariat to explore further ways in which the information could be reused
by other information systems and databases, avoiding duplication of efforts. The Committee
required further information about the rationale why DOIs were assigned to each record in the
Inventory of Farmers’ Rights and its impact on the proper citation of content in the Inventory.

19. The Committee noted the presentation by Mr Alvaro Toledo, who recalled that the
Governing Body required that all the PGRFA material and related information resulting from the
Benefit-sharing Fund (BSF) projects be made publicly available through the relevant Treaty
systems.® The Committee also noted that the third output of the Results Framework of the Benefit-
sharing Fund focuses on strengthening mechanisms to enhance the sharing of PGRFA materials,
data and knowledge. The Committee invited the Secretariat to build on the knowledge gained from
the BSF fifth cycle in the further realization of work related to on-farm information systems and to
report back to the Committee in future sessions.

20. The Committee noted the presentation by Ms Rodica Leahu, who recalled that the
Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning Framework of the BSF facilitates the dynamic flow of
PGRFA materials and data from the funded projects to the Multilateral System and the Global
Information System. The Committee welcomed the development of the BSF Repository of
Knowledge Products and highlighted its value for users as well as for current and potential donors.
The Committee welcomed the training and capacity building on the MLS, the GLIS and on the
DOIs delivered to more than 140 PGRFA practitioners working with BSF-5 from all the regions.
The Committee recommended that the Secretary create a direct link to the Repository of
Knowledge Products on the homepage of the GLIS Portal.

3.2 PGRFA Documentation and Descriptors

21. The Secretariat presented the document, IT/GB-11/SAC-6/25/3.2, PGRFA Documentation
and Crop Descriptor Lists, and provided an update on the implementation of activities in this area
of work.

3 GENBIS is the Nordic and Baltic Gene Bank Information System.

4 Easy-SMTA
5> Resolution 14/2023, para. 31.

6 MEL Framework
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22. The Committee noted the recent work of the Secretariat on the development and
promotion of the crop descriptor lists and welcomed the publication of the key descriptors for peas
(Pisum sativum L) and olives (Olea europaea), which had been funded by the Government of
Norway. The Committee noted that these sets of descriptors were designed for gene bank curators
and plant breeders to effectively document, identify and utilize these crops.

23. The Committee noted that the descriptors for peas and olives had been developed in
collaboration with a broad range of institutions, including the Alliance of Bioversity International
and CIAT, the International Olive Council (I0C), and European Cooperative Programme for Plant
Genetic Resources (ECPGR), among others, and thanked all the experts who had provided inputs
for their validation at the global level.

24, The Committee welcomed that the crop descriptor lists have been promoted through
relevant information systems and portals, and that they had been distributed to all the experts who
participated in their development and their networks and constituencies.

25. The Committee acknowledged the importance of the crop descriptor lists and invited the
Secretary to continue their development and dissemination, in collaboration with relevant
networks and partners. The Committee also noted the need to secure financial resources to support
these efforts in the future. It invited donors that are in a position to do so, to support these efforts
and encouraged the Secretary to continue to seek the necessary funds.

26. The Committee welcomed that the Secretariat consider existing documentation resources
when developing new descriptors, like the UPOV and the USDA GRIN descriptors, among others.

27. The Committee discussed the importance of monitoring the use of the crop descriptor
lists developed under the Treaty, and invited the Secretariat to explore possible modalities for
monitoring their implementation. It noted the existing priority list agreed by the Committee for
the development of further sets of descriptors as a useful reference.

28. The Committee welcomed the initiative of the Secretariat to create a new section on the
GLIS Portal to link catalogues of seeds available online, with key metadata, to facilitate their
search and access, and to support the deposit in a public data repository of those resources that are
not online.” The Committee noted the plans of the Secretariat to compile and make available,
through the same section, existing training resources and manuals on how to create seed
catalogues.

29. The Committee noted that the Benefit-sharing Fund of the Treaty has a rich and first-hand
experience in working and developing catalogues, inventories, and registries, and that the ongoing
BSF-5 might inform the work of the Committee in this regard and eventually contribute to the
establishment of consultation and exchange of information processes.

30. The Committee also noted that the Secretariat was collaborating with several projects in
various regions to test the Descriptors for Farmers' Knowledge of Plants and that it would report
on this experience to the Committee at its next meeting.®

3.3. Developments regarding Digital Sequence Information/Genetic Sequence Data

31. The Secretariat introduced the document, IT/GB-11/SAC-GLIS-6/25/3.3, Developments
Regarding Digital Sequence Information/Genetic Sequence Data (DSI/GSD), and updated the
Committee on relevant elements of the decision on DSI taken at the sixteenth meeting of the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD COP 16) that have
potential scientific and technical implications for the GLIS and its PoW.

32. In taking note of the COP 16 decision 16/2, the Committee highlighted the importance of
mutual supportiveness between, and harmonious implementation of, the International Treaty and
the CBD. The Committee noted the need to continue monitoring developments under the CBD
regarding DSI/GSD and the potential scientific and technical implications on PGRFA information

7 In public repositories such as Zenodo.
8 Descriptors for farmers' knowledge of plants (2009), available at https://hdl.handle.net/10568/74492
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systems in future years with a view to contributing to such mutual supportiveness and harmonious
implementation.

33. In relation to interoperability among existing information systems, the Committee
recalled that permanent unique identifiers can be used to link PGRFA material to DSI/GSD
data. The Committee noted that GLIS already allows DOI registrants to enrich the GLIS DOI
detail page with links to external resources, including websites where DSI/GSD information
associated to the PGRFA can be found.

34. The Committee recommends that the Governing Body maintain in the mandate of the
Committee the consideration of scientific and technical issues related to DSI/GSD in the context
of Article 17 of the International Treaty in the next biennium, should this Committee be
reconvened. The Committee noted that an agreed definition of DSI/GSD would enhance the
ability of the Committee to consider scientific and technical issues in the context of Article 17.

35. The Committee highlighted the importance of facilitating the exchange of information, in
accordance with Article 17, as a form of benefit sharing under the International Treaty.

36. The Committee noted the ongoing consideration of DSI/GSD by the Open-ended
Working Group to Enhance the Functioning of the Multilateral System. The Committee requested
its Co-Chairs to liaise with the Co-Chairs of the Open-ended Working Group in order to explore
the potential role of GLIS in supporting the implementation of the enhanced Multilateral System,
if adopted by the Governing Body, related to PGRFA information management and exchange.

ITEM 4. PARTNERSHIPS, COLLABORATION AND CAPACITY
DEVELOPMENT

37. The Committee took note of the document, IT/GB-11/SAC-6/25/4, Report on
Partnerships, Collaboration and Capacity Building, and thanked the partners who made
presentations and provided updates at the meeting. The list of presentations is contained in
Annex 2.

38. The Committee reaffirmed the necessity and importance of collaborations and
partnerships for the effective implementation and coherent development of GLIS, and
recommended that the Secretary continue strengthening these collaborations.

39. The Committee noted the update from Mr Stefano Diulgheroff, from the FAO’s Plant
Production and Protection Division, on the World Information and Early Warning System on
PGRFA (WIEWS) about reporting under Target 2.5 of the Sustainable Development Goals,
through the indicator 2.5.1.a, number of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture secured
in medium or long-term conservation facilities. In particular, the Committee noted that the 2024
report will be based on the information provided by 117 countries, one more than the previous
year, and on the data from 17 international and regional centres. The Committee also noted the
plans to improve the synchronisation of datasets between GLIS and WIEWS, and the publication
in WIEWS of a metadata report module for ex situ collections.

40. The Committee noted the presentation by Mr Matija Obreza, Crop Trust, who provided an
update on the recent development of Genesys, including a new search function in the catalogue of
phenotypic data, the GRIN-Global Community Edition (GG-CE), and the training and capacity
development activities organized for gene bank managers, technician and curators.

41. The Committee noted the presentation by Mr Mike Daka, from the SADC Plant Genetic
Resource Centre (SPGRC), on the relevant updates of the Web-SDIS and invited the Secretary to
explore with SPGRC opportunities for joint capacity development and training activities on the
documentation and information exchange of PGRFA in the region. The Committee also noted the
interest of the SPGRC in expanding support to its Member States for the documentation of CWR
material, in collaboration with relevant partners.

42. The Committee noted that the Secretariat was updating its Memorandum of
Understanding with ECPGR, which includes collaborative activities related to EURISCO, and
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recommended that CWR data submitted to EURISCO by the National Focal Points in Europe be
entered in GLIS via their DOIs. avoiding duplication of efforts. The Committee recommended that
GLIS and ECPGR closely collaborate in the further developments related to the expansion of the
new in situ section in GLIS and the publication of CWR in situ data in GLIS.

43. The Committee noted the presentation by Mr Matthew Dias, Secretariat of the Convention
on Biological Diversity (CBD), on the relevant updates of the ABS Clearing-House and a new
project that will use a methodology to globally support the collection of information for the ABS
headline indicator to measure non-monetary benefit sharing.” The Committee noted that both
Secretariats were renewing their Memorandum of Cooperation, which included several activities
related to information and data exchange. The Committee noted that both Secretariats had been
collaborating on the development of indicators for the Sustainable Development Goals and invited
them to continue this collaboration.

44, The Committee noted the presentation by Ms Tamriko Jinjikhadze, from the Scientific
Research Center of Agriculture (SRCA) of Georgia, on the PGRFA documentation activities being
implemented in Georgia through the Benefit-sharing Fund projects. In particular, the Committee
noted how the project was strengthening linkages between ex situ, in situ and on-farm material for
adaptation to climate change.

45. The Committee acknowledged the presentation of Mr Joe Miller, Global Biodiversity
Information Facility (GBIF), on the latest updates of the GBIF Secretariat and its network. The
Committee invited the Secretary to continue exploring potential areas of collaboration, such as
taxonomies, crop wild relatives, tools for setting up national inventories and species checklists of
CWR, and access to other relevant data.

ITEMS. FUTURE WORK

46. The Committee considered the document, I'T/GB-11/SAC-GLIS-6/25/5, Update on Other
Relevant Intersessional Processes of the International Treaty.

47. It encouraged its members of the Committee to continue playing an active role in their
respective regions to offer advice and assistance on the documentation of PGRFA and data
exchange, particularly on PGRFA collections, with the support of the Secretariat.

48. The Committee also agreed that its Co-Chairs should continue liaising with the Co-Chairs
of other relevant subsidiary bodies and processes of the Treaty. The Committee noted areas of
mutual interest with the other intersessional committees, such as the Compliance Committee in
relation to the analysis of information on the difficulties by Contracting Parties to make their
PGRFA holdings available, and the Standing Committee on the Funding Strategy, in relation to
the discussion on non-monetary benefit sharing and the development of indicators, among others.

49. The Committee noted that the Governing Body will consider a draft Action Plan for the
implementation of the Capacity Development Strategy at its Eleventh Session and that one of the
objectives of the GLIS PoW is on training and capacity development. The Committee invited the
Secretary to support, subject to the availability of financial resources, the organization and
promotion of training and capacity development activities on PGRFA documentation and
information exchange, particularly in developing countries. In this context, it advised the
Secretary to include an item on Capacity Development in the Agenda of the next meeting, if
reconvened by the Governing Body.

50. The Committee recommended the Secretary to improve the visibility of national
databases through the GLIS Portal and create a section to provide updates on the recent
developments of the portal and the new data links.

51. The Committee advised the Secretary to call for extra budgetary resources to support
documentation of PGRFA and data exchange activities in direct support of Contracting Parties in
the context of the Global Information System.

® CBD 16 decision 16/31, CBD/COP/DEC/16/31
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ITEM 6. OTHER MATTERS

52. No other matters were addressed by the Committee.

ITEM7. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT AND CLOSURE OF THE
MEETING

53. The Committee adopted its report, invited the Secretariat to publish it online and to make
it available as an information document for the Eleventh Session of the Governing Body. In
adopting the Report, the Committee noted the value of the Special Event held on 6 May and
encouraged the Secretariat to organise similar events in the future, facilitating the participation of
the members of the Committee.

54. The Co-Chairs thanked all the participants for their contributions and the Secretary for his
support, and closed the meeting.
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Annex 2
LIST OF PRESENTATIONS
Item 2
—  Mr Francisco Lopez, ITPGRFA Secretariat, Overview of the Scientific Advisory Committee and the
Sixth Meeting
Item 3.1

—  Mr Marco Marsella, ITPGRFA Secretariat, Report on Operations and Implementation of GLIS

- Kjell-Ake Lundblad, Genbis Specialist / IT, NordGen, FAO-Toolkit, A command line client to
communicate with the GLIS and the EASY SMTA server

—  Mr Mario Marino, The Toolbox on Sustainable Use and the Inventory on Farmers’ Rights, and their
Integration with the GLIS Portal

—  Mr Alvaro Toledo and Ms Rodica Leahu, ITPGRFA Secretariat, Overview of the Benefit-Sharing
Fund in the context of GLIS

Item 3.2
—  Ms Adriana Alercia, ITPGRFA Secretariat, PGRFA Documentation and Descriptors in the context of
Article 17

Item 3.3
—  Mr Daniele Manzella, ITPGRFA Secretariat, Updates on DSI/GSD of relevance to GLIS

Item 4

—  Mr Matija Obreza, The Crop Trust, Update on Genesys PGR and GRIN-Global Community Edition

—  Mr Mike Daka, SADC PGRC, The SADC Plant Genetic Resources Centre and Web-SDIS

—  Mr Matthew Dias, CBD, Updates on the Access and Benefit-sharing Clearing-House and the
Decision 16/31 on the monitoring framework for the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework

—  Mr Joe Miller, GBIF Secretariat, Overview of the Global Biodiversity Information Facility and
potencial collaboration with GLIS

—  Ms Tamriko Jinjikhadze, Head of Field Plant Genetic Resources, Scientific Research Center of
Agriculture (SRCA) of Georgia, Strengthening linkages between in-situ/on-farm and ex-situ
conservation of local PGRFA from Georgia and use for adaptation to climate change



