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The mandate of the IPPC is to protect the plant resources of the world from
pests through the promotion of standardized, science-based phytosanitary
measures. Ensuring that these measures are implemented in a coordinated
fashion facilitates trade and helps avoid disputes between countries. A total
of 130 developing countries are members of the IPPC, out of 180 members.
These developing countries often lack the technical capacity to implement
the Convention and the International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures
(ISPMs). This project was designed to support them to implement the
Convention and its standards by providing members from these countries
with capacity-development guides and training, and by facilitating their
participation at meetings and conferences and in the development and
drafting of standards.

WHAT DID THE PROJECT DO?

The overall goal of the project was to promote inclusive and efficient trade

by building the capacities of contracting parties to implement the IPPC and
ISPMs. In order to achieve this goal, the Implementation and Capacity
Development Committee (IC) approved a new strategy and procedure for

the development of IPPC guides and training materials. Two guides were also
developed: the IPPC Guide on Pest Status, and the IPPC Guide on Pest Risk
Communication for Plant Health. Communication and information sharing
were improved among contracting parties, and they had their awareness
raised regarding the status of pests, and on the need for surveillance that can
also be applied to Pest-free Areas (PFAs). A fact sheet on Plant Health and
Capacity Development was also produced. Facilitating the participation of
contracting parties from developing countries in regular IPPC events was also a
major focus of the project. This allowed for the members from these countries
to actively engage in the decision-making process regarding the priorities and
work plan of the IPPC. The participation of members from developing
countries also built their capacities to implement key IPSMs, formulate
comments during member consultations, and support national phytosanitary
practices. An Expert Working Group (EWG) was formed and assigned to review
ISPM 8 (the Guide on Pest Status), and another EWG was tasked with
developing an ISPM on Pest Risk Communication. In addition, an ISPM on Pest
Risk Management was drafted. Other trade-related draft ISPMs were also
developed through the standard-setting procedure. Throughout the process of
standard development, contracting parties were able to provide meaningful
input to the drafting groups thanks to an Online Comment System (OCS). The
contracting parties are expected to perform specific phytosanitary actions in a
harmonized manner once all of the standards are adopted.

KEY FACTS

Budget
EUR 1131140

Resource Partner Contribution
USD 989 011

Duration
January 2017 — December 2019

Resource Partner
European Union

Beneficiaries
Developing countries that are
contracting parties to the IPPC



IMPACT

The improved ability of developing countries to implement the IPPC and
its standards is expected to contribute to more efficient and inclusive trade
and dispute avoidance.

ACTIVITIES

Experts were selected to develop technical resources and training
materials.

= Atechnical workshop was organized on trade-related themes.

= |PPC contracting parties from developing countries received funding to
attend sessions of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (CPM),
IPPC regional workshops, and IPPC capacity-development and
standards-setting meetings.

=  Two EWGs were organized to develop trade-related ISPMs, and
the drafts went through the standard-setting procedure.
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