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the latest available data from 
national food balance sheets, and 
represent the amount of food 
available for human consumption.

Source: FAO, Statistics Division

Owner: FAO

EGGS, PRIMARY
Egg production by type of poultry 
should refer to the total production 
of eggs in the shell by all types 
of hens in both the traditional 
sector (individually owned small 
flocks) and the modern sector 
(large-scale, intensive commercial 
poultry farms). Total production 
includes eggs for hatching 
but excludes farm waste.

Source: FAO, Statistics Division

Owner: FAO

EMISSIONS ON 
AGRICULTURAL LAND
Emissions on agricultural 
land are composed of the sum 
of emissions within the farm 
gate and food-related land use 
change emissions from net forest 
conversion, fires in organic soils 
and fires in humid tropical forests. 

Source: FAO, Statistics Division 

Owner: FAO

EMISSIONS SHARES
Emissions from the different 
economic sectors (energy, 
agriculture, land use, land-use 
change and forestry (LULUCF), 
industrial processes and product 
use, waste and international 
bunkers) and their related 
contributions to all emissions by 
gases (CO2, CH4, N2O and F-gases) 

are computed in this domain. 
Emissions from food systems 
that can be associated with farm 
gate activities, food-related 
land use change and pre- and 
post- production activities are 
also computed along with their 
contributions to all emissions

Source: FAO, Statistics Division

Owner: FAO

EMPLOYMENT IN 
AGRICULTURE (TOTAL 
POPULATION, MALE, FEMALE)
Employment comprises all persons 
of working age who, during a 
specified brief period, such as 
one week or one day, were in 
the following categories: a) paid 
employment (whether at work 
or having a job but not at work); 
or b) self-employment (whether 
at work or with an enterprise 
but not at work). The working-
age population is the population 
above the legal working age, 
but for statistical purposes it 
comprises all persons above a 
specified minimum age threshold 
for which an inquiry on economic 
activity is made. To promote 
international comparability, the 
working-age population is often 
defined as all persons aged 15 
and older, but this may vary 
from country to country based 
on national laws and practices 
(some countries also use an upper 
age limit). The classification by 
economic activity refers to the 
main activity of the establishment 
in which a person worked 
during the reference period. The 
branch of economic activity of a 
person does not depend on the 

specific duties or functions of the 
person�s job, but rather on the 
characteristics of the economic 
unit in which the person worked. 
Data presented by branch of 
economic activity is based on ISIC.

Source: ILO estimates, November 2020 (Employment by
economic activity)

Owner: ILO

EXPORT VALUE
Export values are reported as 
FOB (free on board: the value 
of the goods plus the value 
of the services performed to 
deliver the goods to the border 
of the exporting country).

Source: FAO, Statistics Division

Owner: FAO

FARM-GATE EMISSIONS
Farm-gate emissions covers 
all GHG emissions produced 
from agricultural processes 
(enteric fermentation, manure 
management, rice cultivation, 
synthetic fertilizers, manure 
applied to soils, manure left on 
pastures, crop residues, drained 
organic soils, burning of crop 
residues, savanna fires, energy 
use) within the farm gate and 
at the farm boundary. Non-CO2 
gases, namely methane (CH4) 
and nitrous oxide (N2O), are 
produced by crop and livestock 
production and management 
activities whereas CO2 emissions 
are produced from the drainage 
of organic soils and energy 
used on farms. The FAOSTAT 
emissions database is computed 
following Tier 1 Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change 
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(IPCC) 2006 Guidelines for 
National GHG Inventories.

Source: FAO, Statistics Division

Owner: FAO

FERTILIZERS
The use of fertilizers refers to 
agricultural use of inorganic 
(mineral or chemical) fertilizers 
for the three main plant nutrients: 
nitrogen (N), phosphorus 
(expressed as P2O5) and potassium 
(expressed as K2O). It includes 
both straight fertilizers (those 
containing only one of the three 
primary plant nutrients) and 
compound fertilizers (those 
containing more than one of the 
three primary plant nutrients; 
they may be NP, NK, PK or 
NPK). Agricultural use refers 
to the use for crops, livestock, 
forestry, fisheries and aquaculture, 
excluding use for animal feed.

Source: FAO, Statistics Division 

Owner: FAO

FISH NET TRADE
Fish net trade is exports plus 
re-exports minus imports.

Source: Fisheries and Aquaculture Division 

Owner: FAO

FISH PRICE INDEX
The FAO Fish Price Index 
measures the monthly changes in 
international prices of a basket 
of fisheries and aquaculture 
commodities. The index consists 
of the average of five commodity 
group price indices (whitefish, 
salmon, tuna, other pelagic fish and 
shrimps) weighted by the average 

export shares of each of the 
groups for the 2014�2016 period.

Source: Fisheries and Aquaculture Division

Owner: FAO

FOOD
Food is comprised of the 
commodities in the Standard 
International Trade Classification 
(SITC) sections 0 (food and 
live animals), 1 (beverages and 
tobacco), and 4 (animal and 
vegetable oils and fats) and 
SITC division 22 (oil seeds, 
oil nuts and oil kernels).

Source: FAO, Statistics Division

Owner: FAO

FOOD PRICE INDEX
The FAO Food Price Index is a 
measure of the monthly change in 
international prices of a basket of 
food commodities. It consists of the 
average of five commodity group 
price indices (meat, dairy, cereals, 
vegetable oils and sugar), weighted 
with the average export shares of 
each of the groups for 2014�16.

Source: FAO, Statistics Division 

Owner: FAO

FOREST LAND
Land spanning more than 0.5�ha 
with trees higher than 5�metres 
and a canopy cover of more 
than 10�percent, or trees able to 
reach these thresholds in situ. 
Excludes land that is predominantly 
under agricultural or urban 
land use. Explanatory notes:

�	 Forest land is determined 
both by the presence of 

trees and by the absence 
of other predominant land 
uses. The trees should be 
able to reach a minimum 
height of 5 metres in situ.

�	 Includes areas with young trees 
that have not yet reached but 
that are expected to reach a 
canopy cover of 10 percent 
and tree height of 5 metres. 
It also includes areas that are 
temporarily unstocked owing to 
clear-cutting as part of a forest 
management practice or natural 
disasters, and that are expected 
to be regenerated within five 
years. Local conditions may, in 
exceptional cases, justify the 
use of a longer time frame.

�	 Includes forest roads, firebreaks 
and other small open areas.

�	 May include forest land 
in national parks, nature 
reserves and other protected 
areas, such as those of 
specific environmental, 
scientific, historical, cultural 
or spiritual interest.

�	 Includes windbreaks, shelter 
belts and corridors of trees with 
an area of more than 0.5 ha and 
width of more than 20�metres.

�	 Includes abandoned shifting 
cultivation land with a 
regeneration of trees that have, 
or are expected to reach, a 
canopy cover of 10 percent 
and tree height of 5 metres.

�	 Includes areas with mangroves 
in tidal zones, regardless of 
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whether this area is classified 
as land area or not.

�	 Includes areas with bamboo 
and palms provided that 
land use, height and canopy 
cover criteria are met.

�	 Some agroforestry systems such 
as the taungya system, where 
crops are grown only during the 
first years of the forest rotation 
should be classified as forest.

�	 Excludes tree stands in 
agricultural production systems, 
such as fruit-tree plantations 
(permanent crops), oil palm 
plantations, rubber and 
Christmas trees (permanent 
crops) and agroforestry 
systems when crops are 
grown under tree cover.

Source: FAO, Statistics Division 

Owner: FAO

FOREST PRODUCTS EXPORTS
Products of domestic origin 
or manufacture shipped out of 
the country are forest product 
exports. They include exports 
from free economic zones and 
re-exports and exclude �in-transit� 
shipments. They are reported 
in cubic metres of solid volume 
or metric tonnes and values are 
normally recorded as FOB.

Source: FAO, Forestry Division

Owner: FAO

FOREST PRODUCTS IMPORTS
Products imported for domestic 
consumption or processing 
shipped into a country are forest 

product imports. They include 
imports into free economic zones 
or for re-export and exclude 
�in-transit� shipments. They are 
reported in cubic metres of solid 
volume or metric tonnes and 
values normally include cost, 
insurance and freight (CIF).

Source: FAO, Forestry Division

Owner: FAO

FOREST PRODUCTS 
PRODUCTION
Forest product production includes 
the production of products that 
may immediately be consumed 
in the production of another 
product (e.g. wood pulp, which 
may immediately be converted 
into paper as part of a continuous 
process). This includes production 
from all sources within the country 
including public, private and 
informal sources. It excludes the 
production of veneer sheets that 
are used for plywood production 
within the same country. It is 
reported in cubic metres of solid 
volume in the case of roundwood, 
sawnwood and wood-based panels 
and metric tonnes in the case of 
charcoal, pulp and paper products.

Source: FAO, Forestry Division 

Owner: FAO

FRUIT AND VEGETABLES
Vegetables, as classified in this 
group, are mainly annual plants 
cultivated as field and garden 
crops in the open and under glass, 
and used almost exclusively for 
food. Vegetables grown principally 
for animal feed or seed should 
be excluded. Certain plants, 

normally classified as cereals and 
pulses, belong to this group when 
harvested green, such as green 
maize, green peas, etc. Chilies and 
green peppers are included in this 
grouping when they are harvested 
for consumption as vegetables 
and not processed into spices. 
Trade data for fresh vegetables 
also include chilled vegetables, 
meaning the temperature of the 
products has been reduced to 
around 0 �C without the products 
being frozen. Fruit crops consist 
of fruits and berries that, with few 
exceptions, are characterized by 
their sweet taste. Nearly all are 
permanent crops, mainly from 
trees, bushes and shrubs, as well 
as vines and palms. Fruit crops 
are consumed directly as food and 
are processed into dried fruit, fruit 
juice, canned fruit, frozen fruit, 
jam, alcoholic beverages, etc.

Source: FAO, Statistics Division 

Owner: FAO

GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE 
ON AGRICULTURE
The government expenditure on 
agriculture refers to core areas of 
government functions relevant to 
agriculture, forestry and fishing 
(AFF) based on the Classification 
of Functions of Government 
as outlined in the Government 
Finance Statistics Manual of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
(2014). Statistics on expenditure 
in AFF are used to compile the 
Agriculture Orientation Index.

Source: FAO, Statistics Division

Owner: FAO and IMF
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GROSS FIXED CAPITAL 
FORMATION
The Gross Fixed Capital Formation 
is the total value of a producer�s 
acquisitions, less disposals, of 
fixed assets during the accounting 
period plus certain additions 
to the value of non-produced 
assets (such as subsoil assets 
or major improvements in the 
quantity, quality or productivity of 
land) realized by the productive 
activity of institutional units.

Source: UNSD, OECD and national statistics� websites

Owner: UNSD, OECD and FAO

IMPORT VALUE
Import values are reported as 
CIF (cost insurance and freight: 
the value of the goods, plus the 
value of the services performed 
to deliver goods to the border of 
the exporting country, plus the 
value of the services performed to 
deliver the goods from the border 
of the exporting country to the 
border of the importing country).

Source: FAO, Statistics Division 

Owner: FAO

INDUSTRIAL ROUNDWOOD
All roundwood except wood 
fuel is industrial roundwood. 
In production statistics, it is an 
aggregate comprising sawlogs 
and veneer logs; pulpwood, round 
and split; and other industrial 
roundwood. It is reported in 
cubic metres solid volume 
underbark (i.e. excluding bark).

Source: FAO, Forestry Division

Owner: FAO

INFLATION RATE
The inflation rate of an index for 
any month refers to the percentage 
change in the index value for 
the month as compared to the 
index value of the corresponding 
month of the previous year. Global 
and regional food consumer 
price inflation measures food 
inflation for a group of countries 
at different geographical scales: 
Africa, Europe, Oceania, Latin 
America and the Caribbean, North 
America and Asia. Global and 
regional inflation are calculated 
using household consumption 
expenditure weights.

Source: FAO, Statistics Division 

Owner: FAO

LAND AREA
Country area excluding area under 
inland waters and coastal waters.

Source: FAO, Statistics Division

Owner: FAO

LAND AREA EQUIPPED FOR 
IRRIGATION
Land area equipped with 
irrigation infrastructure and 
equipment, in working order, 
to provide water to crops. The 
equipment does not have to be 
used during the reference year. 
The area equipped for irrigation 
covers areas equipped for fully 
controlled irrigation by any of 
the methods of surface, sprinkler 
or localized irrigation. It also 
includes areas under partially 
controlled irrigation methods 
of spate irrigation (controlling 
floodwater to water crops), 

equipped wetlands and inland 
valley bottoms and equipped flood 
recession. It excludes manual 
watering of plants using buckets, 
watering cans or other devices.

Source: FAO, Statistics Division

Owner: FAO

LAND UNDER PERMANENT 
CROPS
Land cultivated with long-term 
crops that do not have to be 
replanted for several years (such 
as cocoa and coffee), land under 
trees and shrubs producing flowers 
(such as roses and jasmine), 
and nurseries (except those for 
forest trees, which should be 
classified under �Forestry�) are all 
considered land under permanent 
crops. Permanent meadows 
and pastures are excluded from 
land under permanent crops.

Source: FAO, Statistics Division

Owner: FAO

LAND UNDER PERMANENT 
MEADOWS AND PASTURES
Land used permanently (five years 
or more) to grow herbaceous 
forage crops through cultivation 
or naturally (wild prairie or 
grazing land) is considered land 
under permanent meadows and 
pastures. Permanent meadows 
and pastures on which trees 
and shrubs are grown should be 
recorded under this heading only 
if the growing of forage crops is 
the most important use of the area. 
Measures may be taken to keep or 
increase productivity of the land 
(i.e. use of fertilizers, mowing or 
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MAP 7.
PESTICIDE USE (2019)

Source: FAOSTAT

https://doi.org/10.4060/cb4477en-map07
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on these map(s) do not imply the expression of 
any opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or 
of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries.
Dashed lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.
Final boundary between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined.
Dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon by India and 
Pakistan. The �nal status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties.

MAP 8.
INORGANIC FERTILIZER USE (2019)

Source: FAOSTAT

https://doi.org/10.4060/cb4477en-map08
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on these map(s) do not imply the expression of 
any opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or 
of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries.
Dashed lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.
Final boundary between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined.
Dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon by India and 
Pakistan. The �nal status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties.
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MAP 29.
SHARE OF FOREST AREA IN LAND AREA (2019)
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on these map(s) do not imply the expression of 
any opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or 
of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries.
Dashed lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.
Final boundary between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined.
Dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon by India and 
Pakistan. The �nal status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties.

MAP 30.
TOTAL RENEWABLE WATER RESOURCES PER CAPITA (2018)

Source: AQUASTAT

https://doi.org/10.4060/cb4477en-map30
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on these map(s) do not imply the expression of 
any opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or 
of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries.
Dashed lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.
Final boundary between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined.
Dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon by India and 
Pakistan. The �nal status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties.

Source: FAOSTAT

https://doi.org/10.4060/cb4477en-map29
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