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HIGHLIGHTS

COVID-19 POLICY BRIEFS AND RESOURCES
International trade working paper – Impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on food trade in 
the Commonwealth
This paper outlines policy initiatives to 
mitigate trade disruption, such as maintaining 
open trade and supply chains and pledging 
not to introduce export restrictions.
(London, 32 pp.) Commonwealth & FAO

Jordan food security update – Implications of 
COVID-19, July–August 2020
This report indicates that the COVID-19 
pandemic has added immense pressure on 
the food system in Jordan. The food import 
costs have risen as specific commodities are 
restricted for export, such as rice and pulses. 
(28 pp.) FAO, IFAD, WFP & World Bank

AGRICULTURAL LIVELIHOODS AND FOOD SECURITY IN THE CONTEXT OF COVID-19  
MONITORING REPORT, JANUARY 2021
Somalia 
This report finds that the COVID-19 pandemic has no major 
impact on the price of locally produced food staples. It also 
suggests that agricultural households may be less exposed to 
COVID-19-related income shocks compared to those involved 
in non-agricultural activities. 
(52 pp.) 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4060/cb2947en

The Sudan 
The report shows that due to fuel shortages and limited 
movement because of COVID-19 restrictions, the 
transportation cost of food commodities rose, impacting food 
availability in local markets. 
(24 pp.)
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4060/cb2262en

ECONOMIC INCLUSION AND SOCIAL PROTECTION TO REDUCE POVERTY
Fostering gender equality and the empowerment of rural 
women and girls in the wake of COVID-19
(Cairo, 2 pp.)
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4060/cb2443en

Working to contain and address child labour in food and 
agriculture during the COVID-19 crisis
(2 pp.)
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4060/cb2408en

The impact of COVID-19 on fisheries 
and aquaculture food systems. Possible 
responses – Information paper, 
November 2020
Fish supply, consumption and trade 
revenues for 2020 are all expected to 
have declined due to containment 
restrictions. This paper provides an 
overview of responses to counteract the 
negative impacts on aquaculture chains.
(36 pp.) | Press release
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4060/cb2537en

25 years of FAO’s Code of Conduct for 
Responsible Fisheries
Adopted 25 years ago, the Code of Conduct 
for Responsible Fisheries remains a reference 
for national and international efforts 
to ensure sustainable fisheries and 
aquaculture. The Code has been 
translated into 27 languages to date. 

Explore FAO’s 2020 digital flagship reports 
in six languages
The digital editions of all the 2020 flagships 
are now available in FAO’s six official 
languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, 
French, Russian and Spanish). Check out 
the new device-response formats.

FAO Cereal Supply and Demand Brief
The forecast for global cereal production 
in 2020 has been raised while early 
production prospects for this year 
point to a modest increase in wheat 
production in the northern hemisphere 
but a decline in maize production in the 
southern hemisphere.

FAO Food Price Index
The index tracks monthly changes in the 
international prices of commonly-traded 
food commodities. The average of 
113.3 points in January was an increase of 
4.3 percent compared to December 2020, 
reaching its highest level since July 2014.

Press release
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HIGHLIGHTS (continued)

RESPONSE PLAN
République de Guinée: Atténuer l’impact de la maladie à 
coronavirus 2019 (covid-19) sur la sécurité alimentaire
janvier–décembre 2021
(32 pp.)
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4060/cb1557fr

West Africa and the Sahel: Mitigating the effects of 
COVID-19 to protect food security and livelihoods.
May–December 2020
(16 pp.)
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4060/cb2853en

SISTEMA AGROALIMENTARIO Y LOS DESAFÍOS  
QUE TRAE EL COVID-19
COVID-19: Perspectivas del comercio de alimentos  
en el Caribe
(Santiago, 8 pp.)
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4060/cb2875es

Reconstruir transformando los sistemas agroalimentarios
(Santiago, 8 pp.)
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4060/cb2873es

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE IN E-BOOK FORMAT

From reference levels to results reporting: REDD+ 
under the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change
MOBI | E-PUB

International instruments on the use of antimicrobials 
across the human, animal and plant sectors
MOBI | E-PUB

NEWSLETTERS

FAO Afghanistan newsletter
April 2020 – Issue No.20-21
(Kabul, 4 pp.)

FAO agroecology newsletter
January 2021 – Issue No.43

Fall armyworm control in 
action newsletter
January 2021 – Issue No.2
(2 pp.)

FAO-Turkey 
Partnership 
Programmes 
newsletter
June 2020 –  
Issue No.1
(Ankara, 8 pp.)

RESSOURCE 
Project newsletter, 
July to December 
2020 – Issue No.6
(4 pp. Also available in 
French)

FAO library  
for you
January/February 
2021
(4 pp.)

FAO markets  
and trade
February 2021

BROCHURES

Emergency agriculture and 
food security surveillance 
system (EmA-FSS) bulletin – 
Issue No.5
(Lilongwe, 4 pp.)

FAO 2020–2021 La Niña 
advisory – Potential 
impacts on agriculture and 
food security in high-risk 
countries (revised version)
(12 pp.)

Challenges and opportunities 
of recognizing and protecting 
customary tenure systems in 
the Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic
(16 pp., Lao. Also available in English)  
FAO & MRLG

Implementation of the Code 
of Conduct for Responsible 
Fisheries – Trends over the last 
25 years
(24 pp. Also available in Arabic, Chinese, 
French, Russian and Spanish)

Iran and FAO – Partnering 
for food and nutrition 
security and safeguarding 
natural resources.  
2nd version
(Tehran, 2 pp.)

Framework for integrated 
land use planning – An 
innovative approach
(16 pp., Turkish. Also available in English)
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Trade policy review in Europe 
and Central Asia – Quarterly 
bulletin
October–December 2020 – 
Issue No.4 
(24 pp.)

LLAMADO URGENTE DE ASISTENCIA – HURACANES ETA E IOTA

La República de Guatemala
(4 pp. Also available in English) 

La República de Honduras 
(4 pp. Also available in English)

La República de Nicaragua
(4 pp. Also available in English) 

PROCEDIMIENTO OPERATIVO ESTÁNDAR

El análisis de carbonato de 
calcio equivalente en suelo 
– Método del calcímetro 
volumétrico
(16 pp. Also available in English)

La manipulación y 
preparación de muestras de 
suelo para análisis químicos 
y físicos
(12 pp. Also available in English)

SponGES policy brief –  
The ecological value of  
deep-sea sponges
(8 pp.)

CLIMATE CHANGE

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

BOOKS

Assessing policy coverage in the nationally 
determined contributions – A sectoral methodology for 
agriculture and land use
The methodology supports the review and revision 
of nationally determined contributions. It consists 
of four steps: extracting data on greenhouse gas; 
identifying emission hotspots; determining mitigation 
and adaptation policy coverage gaps; and quantifying 
policy coverage.
(48 pp.) Environment and natural resources management working papers
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4060/cb1579en

Avances legislativos sobre prevención y reducción 
de pérdidas y desperdicios de alimentos en América 
Latina y el Caribe
This study analyses the relationship between human 
rights and adequate food while showcasing legislation 
on food loss and waste in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, including the tax regime and the law for 
donation of public food stocks. 
(156 pp.) FAO legislative studies
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4060/cb2889es

Cadre de la FAO pour l’élimination du travail des 
enfants dans l’agriculture
This framework guides the Organization in the 
integration of measures to address child labour within 
FAO’s work, relying on six strategies: knowledge 
generation, monitoring and evaluation, policy advice, 
capacity development, reaching scale, and promotion 
of advocacy and partnerships.
(148 pp. Also available in English and Spanish)
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4060/ca9502fr

Fatima’s story – Farm business schools
This story is part of training materials for agricultural 
business administration schools. It introduces 
Fatima’s practices of agriculture as a commercial 
enterprise, such as using available data to conduct 
marketing analyses and to make constructive 
decisions.
(Beirut, 44 pp., Arabic.)
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Evaluation of the FAO response to the crisis in the Lake 
Chad Basin 2015–2018
This report assesses FAO’s regional approach to the 
crisis at operating level. It suggests that FAO should 
be more proactive in the humanitarian-development 
nexus and should clarify responsibilities related to the 
strategy design and implementation.
(84 pp. Also available in French) Programme evaluation series

Evaluation of the Information on Nutrition, Food 
Security and Resilience for Decision Making 
(INFORMED) Programme
This evaluation recognizes that the programme 
contributes to promoting Early Warning for Early 
Action and knowledge-sharing on resilience. 
However, the use of knowledge products is uneven 
among users, so dedicated capacity-building is 
necessary.
(124 pp.) Programme evaluation series

EVALUATIONS

FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE

A diagnostic tool for implementing an ecosystem 
approach to fisheries through policy and legal 
frameworks
This tool can be used to assess whether policy and 
legal instruments are congruent with an ecosystem 
approach to fisheries (EAF). It provides a Legal 
Checklist containing 17 EAF components, such as 
conflict management and fishing operations control. 
(64 pp.)
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4060/cb2945en

Evaluation of the project “Enhancing the contribution 
of small-scale fisheries to food security and 
sustainable livelihoods through better policies, 
strategies and initiatives”
The evaluation found that the project succeeds in 
anchoring the considerations of small-scale fisheries 
to global fisheries policies. Nevertheless, more time is 
needed for the policies to trickle down to lower levels 
of governance, so it recommends FAO pursue a multi-
year project.
(84 pp.) Project evaluation series

CITES and the sea – Trade in commercially exploited 
CITES-listed marine species
This report summarizes the CITES trade data 
reporting process and analyses the relative 
quantities and trends of CITES-listed marine taxa in 
international trade. It finds that the challenges of trade 
data include delays in reporting and errors in species 
identification.
(116 pp.) FAO fisheries and aquaculture technical papers
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4060/cb2971en

Evaluation of the project “Strengthening the adaptive 
capacity and resilience of rural communities using 
micro watershed approaches to climate change 
and variability to attain sustainable food security in 
Cambodia”
The evaluation shows that the project reduced 
vulnerability and increased resilience for climate 
change adaptation. It recommends developing 
a detailed strategy for improving stakeholder 
engagement, roles and responsibilities. 
(72 pp.) Project evaluation series

Fishing operations. Guidelines to prevent and reduce 
bycatch of marine mammals in capture fisheries
The document outlines options for marine mammal 
bycatch reduction through the application of 
technical measures, including spatial closures, 
the use of acoustic deterrents or alerting devices, 
modifications to fishing gear, and changes in fishing 
operations.
(116 pp.) FAO technical guidelines for responsible fisheries
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4060/cb2887en

Report of the third meeting of the WECAFC/CRFM/
IFREMER working group on the shrimp and  
groundfish of the northern Brazil-Guianas shelf.  
Paramaribo, Suriname, 26–27 November 2019
The meeting provided updates on the stock status 
of shrimp and groundfish species, which showed 
decreasing trends in apparent abundance and fully 
exploited or overexploited stocks. Member countries’ 
national fisheries management plans were also 
presented. 
(Bridgetown, 44 pp.) FAO fisheries and aquaculture report
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4060/cb2365en

Report of the African regional workshop on 
development of a global information system for farmed 
types of aquatic genetic resources (incorporating 
a review of strategic priorities for a global plan of 
action), Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 2–4 December 2019
The workshop identified the long-term goal of the 
Aquatic Genetic Resources (AqGR) global action 
plan as generating and managing the knowledge 
of AqGR. Strategic priorities are also outlined, 
including promoting standardized use of AqGR and 
strengthening its monitoring systems. 
(36 pp.) FAO fisheries and aquaculture report
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4060/cb2343en
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