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Secretariat Note 2 Item 4
Applications for hosting the Ninth Mediterranean Forest Week and the
Twenty-Sixth Session of Silva Mediterranea

Executive summary

This document presents the process to identify applications from members to host the Ninth
Mediterranean Forest Week and the Twenty-Sixth Session of Silva Mediterranea, which ideally
should be organized during the second quarter of 2026.

Suggested action by the committee
The committee may wish to encourage its members to:

o identify a member willing to host the ninth edition of the Mediterranean Forest Week and the
Twenty-Sixth Session of Silva Mediterranea; and

¢ initiate the formal process to confirm the decision within the identified host country of the Ninth
Mediterranean Forest Week and the Twenty-Sixth Session of Silva Mediterranea.

Queries on the substantive content of this document may be addressed to:
Silva Mediterranea secretariat
Forestry Division
Silva-Mediterranea@fao.org

This document is printed in limited numbers to minimize the environmental impact of FAO ’s processes and contribute
to climate neutrality. Delegates and observers are kindly requested to bring their copies to meetings and to avoid
asking for additional copies. Most FAO meeting documents are available on the internet at www.fao.org
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1.

l. Introduction
Mediterranean Forest Weeks (MFWs) are a biennial event that has been running since 2010. The

first MFW was organized in 2010 in Antalya, Tlrkiye, as a central platform for regional collaboration on
Mediterranean forestry issues.

2.

The hosting countries and main themes of past MFWs are listed below:

. 1MFW (Antalya, Turkiye, 2010): This inaugural event emphasized enhanced regional
cooperation on Mediterranean forests. It laid the foundation for subsequent MFWs by fostering
networking among Mediterranean actors.

. 2MFW (Avignon, France, 2011): Held in the prestigious Palais des Papes, this MFW was
organized during the International Year of Forests. It celebrated Silva Mediterranea’s centenary and
focused on biodiversity and water management in Mediterranean forests. It marked a significant
milestone in raising awareness about the importance of forest conservation.

. 3MFW (Tlemcen, Algeria, 2013): This edition introduced the Tlemcen Declaration,
highlighting the critical role of Mediterranean forests in sustainable development.

. 4AMFW (Barcelona, Spain, 2015): The theme of this edition was improving livelihoods
through forest value chains. The Barcelona Declaration set down a renewed framework for regional
collaboration, focusing on forest-based economic opportunities and sustainability.

. 5MFW (Agadir, Morocco, 2017): This MFW led to the Agadir Commitment, which aims to
restore 8 million hectares of Mediterranean landscapes by 2030. It addressed broader regional
challenges and emphasized the importance of integrated restoration efforts.

. 6MFW (Brummana, Lebanon, 2019): Held from 1 to 5 April 2019, the 6MFW focused on
how Mediterranean forests could help countries meet their nationally determined contributions
(NDCs) under the Paris Agreement. The event highlighted the role of forests in climate action and
featured the Brummana Declaration, which combined the Agadir Commitment with NDCs. It
emphasized the importance of empowering young professionals and integrating forest-based
solutions into national climate strategies.

. 7TMFW (Antalya, 2021): This MFW focused on forest and ecosystem restoration for the next
Mediterranean generations. It emphasized restoring degraded lands and enhancing forest health. The
Antalya Declaration called for increased restoration efforts and regional collaboration to address
environmental and climate challenges. This edition also included a youth dialogue, which resulted in
a Mediterranean Youth Statement. Overall, the 7MFW highlighted the need to involve more young
people in addressing forest issues in the region. This led to the creation of the Mediterranean Youth
Taskforce as a youth-led network that engages young professionals, students and researchers across
the region. During the 7MFW, participants endorsed the World Restoration Flagship known as
“Restoring Mediterranean Forests”.

. 8MFW (Barcelona, 2024): This 8MFW entitled “Working together for sustainable and
resilient Mediterranean forests: towards a collaborative road map” continued the tradition of
fostering regional cooperation and addressing critical forestry issues with a focus on sustainable
practices and innovative solutions. The 8MFW established the basis for the Mediterranean Forest
Initiative (MFI): it presented a strategic road map towards an ambitious and collaborative initiative
for restoring and protecting Mediterranean forests. The MFI is expected to reinforce the existing
networks of organizations in the region, pooling together their complementary skills to support
Mediterranean countries and their regional partners in leveraging resources towards systemic
transformational change for Mediterranean forests.
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Il.  Applications by member countries

3. The members were invited to apply to host the 9MFW and the Twenty-Sixth Session of Silva
Mediterranea, ideally during the second quarter of 2026, and announce any options identified during the
closing session of SMFW.

4. Following the 8MFW, the secretariat of Silva Mediterranea will initiate bilateral dialogues with the
identified applicants to explore the level of support required from the secretariat and the joint organizing
committee in setting up these events in 2026.



