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Peru– IV Censo Nacional Agropecuario 2012- Explanatory Notes 

Historical outline 

Prior to the IV Census of Agriculture, Peru overtook nationwide agricultural censuses in 1961, 1972 and 1994. 

Legal basis and organization 

The Statistical Law No. 21372 of December 1975 organized the National Statistical System (SEN) creating 
the National Statistical Institute (INE) as the rector of the system. The INE has a direct dependence from the 
Office of the Prime Minister. The Law In Art No.9 entrusted the INE with organization and undertaking of 
those censuses and surveys not under the scope of sectoral offices.  On April 1990 the Legislative Decree No 
604 organizes the National Statistical and Computing System (SEIN) and the competences of INE are 
broadened covering the new system. The INE changes its name to National Institute of Statistics and 
Computing (INEI) and one of its functions is to coordinate and/or execute censuses (Art 9b). The Presidential 
Decree DU-055/2011 of October 14th, 2011 declared the IV National Census of Agriculture an activity of 
national interest and first priority. An advisory committee was formed with representatives from INEI, Ministry 
of Agriculture, Ministry of Finance, Regional statistical offices, Regional agricultural offices, Producers 
associations. In total 44 000 persons were involved in the census activities.  

Enumeration period 

October 15th, 2012 to November 15th, 2012 

Reference period/date 

Three reference periods were adopted: 

 The moment of interview for: holding and holder identification, land use, presence of annual and 
permanent crops, land tenure, irrigation, stock of machinery and equipment, livestock, use of energy 
and demographic characteristics of the household and services in the dwelling. 

 The agricultural year 2011-2012 covering the period August 1
st
 2011 to July 31

st
 2012 for: annual crop 

plantings, agricultural practices and livestock practices and employment.. 

 The 12 months prior to the interview for reception of technical assistance, training or other type of 
advisory and credit. 

Definition of the statistical unit:  

Agricultural unit or agricultural holding is defined as the land used wholly or partly for agricultural production 
including livestock, conducted as an economic unit by an agricultural producer regardless of size, title or legal 
form.  

The following establishment are not considered as agricultural units lands:  

 Given in concession for the extraction of natural products, whether plant or animal. 

 Dedicated exclusively to farming of fish, shrimp and other aquatic species. 

 Dedicated exclusively to raising gamecocks, race horses and fighting bulls. 

Nor are considered agricultural units the establishment exclusively dedicated to provide agricultural services 
such as renting of machinery, agricultural inputs, etc. 

Agricultural holdings were classified in: Individual; De facto society; Close Incorporated Society; Open 
Incorporated Society; Limited liability society; Personal enterprise with limited liability, Cooperative; Peasant 
community; Native community; Other 

Geographical coverage  

The census covered the whole country 

Statistical coverage 

 All agricultural units in the country were covered. Districts were agricultural units are absent were not 
considered. From the total agricultural units surveyed 98.6% resulted completed, while 0.43% have 
incomplete information. 

Data items coverage  

All items of the core module of the FAO Programme WCA2010 are covered plus sown area of temporary 
crops, area with permanent crops, demography, livestock, stock of machinery and equipment, credit, 
irrigation, agricultural practices, use of energy and some characteristics of the dwelling.  

Frame 



______________________________________________________________________________ 

2 

 

The frame was built in the first phase of the census called “pre-census”.  

The first phase was focused on the location of adequate informants who provided data (names and 
addresses) of the operators for every parcel found in the field and land owners with or without agricultural 
activity, as well as data on the location of the lands. A Directory of farm operators was conformed for each 
pre-census sector. This exercise provided data for defining the final enumeration segments and the 
framework to perform the data collection. 

The first phase identified more than 3 million parcels to be censed. 

Methodology 

The census was a complete enumeration exercise carried out in two phases. In the second phase one paper 
questionnaire was filled for each identified holding. The collection of data on land use was done on a parcel 
basis. 

Completed forms were scanned. The census is the first activity of the National Programme of agricultural 
surveys.   

Data Dissemination and Use 

Final data were disseminated by means a final printed report, CD Roms, data are in internet on REDATAM 
basis for friendly use. 

Data source 

Final report, Plan Directriz, Programa Censal from website. 

Mailing address / Census contact Points 

Address: Av. Gral. Garzón 654 - 658, Jesús María Lima-Perú. 
Phone: 652-0000 203-2640 - Fax: 431-1340. 
Mailing address: 
infoinei@inei.gob.pe 
website: www.inei.gob.pe 
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