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REGULATION ON FOOD AND FEED CONTROL
(Prepared by the European Community)

Enhandngenforcement: Offiad Food and Feed Contrds

Propaosed by the Commission in February 2003, the Regulaion on Officid Food and Feed Controls wes
adopted in April 2004 It will sreamline previously scetered cortrols and reinforce the efficiency of
cortrol services performed by bathM ember States and the Commission.

e Coampetent Authorities

With regard to Membe Sdes, it clearly ddfinesthe responsibility of the compéaent authoritiesto ensure
tha feed and foad business gperaors goply BU legslaion corredly. Perfformance criteriaare introduced
for the M ember Sae conpdent authorities so asto ensuretha there is gptima efficiency of and co-
ordinaion beweenthe different control entities and bodies Contingency plans haveto be esablished and
a harmonised BJ-wide goproach to the design and development of control sysens is se out. A sufficient
number of accredited laboraories mugt be available to the service of the compeent authorities, and these
laboraories shal work in accordance with vaidaed mehods of anadysis whenever such methods exi<.
The compéent athaitieswill furthe haveto organisethe work of its control officias in accordancewith
documented procedures, and have procedures in place to verify the dfediveness of the officia cortrols.
Interna audits haveto becarried out so asto ensure gptima performance & all times.

e Traning

Furthermore, great enphasis is placed on the training of cortrol gaff. Memba Staes shal ensure tha
their gaff paforming officia controls recelve gopropriaetraning enablingthemto undataketheir duties
compedently ndto cary out officid controls in a consigent manner, andtha they are kept up-to-dae and
receive additiond training as necessay . In addition, the Commission amsto organisetraining courses for
thegaff of thecompeeat authorities of theMember Sdes. Thesetraining courses shal serveto develop a
harmonised gpproach to official cortrols. These training courses are gpen to participats from third
countries, inparticular developing courtries.

e Inspection by the” Food and Veterinary Office”

TheRegulation a0 ses out the roleof the Commission’s Food and Ve erinary Office (FVO) as* auditor”
of theM ember Saes’ perfomance. Totha dfed, the Community audits are carried out againg multi-
annud oortrol plans esablished by each Memba Sae These cotrol plans cotain genera information
on the gructure and organizaion of the sysems of fead and food control intheM ember Sate concerned.
This includes the sraegc objedives and how the priaritisaion of controls and alocaion of resources
reflect these objedives, the risk categorisation of the cortrol activities, the general organizaion and
management of official cortrols & dl levels ec.

! Regulaion (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Coundcil of 29 April 2004 on officid
controls performed to ensure the verifi cation of compliance with feed and food law, anima hedth and anima
wel fare rules (Officid Journd L 191 of 28 May 2004.



e |mports

TheRegulation aso etablishes acommon regme far controls onfood and feed inports, basingthenature
and frequency o controls onrisk. This meansfor exampletha inport conditions can bemoredringert for
produaswith ahigher risk profile, such a certain nustha may contain aflaoxins. However, the existing
sysgem whereby produds of animal origin must besysemaicaly presented & aborder ingpedtion pos for
control will bemaintained.

The Regulaion will aso provide a framenvork to support developing countries in meding BUJ import
requiremats. For tha purpose, the Commission shal promate, in the cotext of the Community’s
developmat cogperaion policy, support to develgping countries with regard to feed and food sdety in
generd and conpliance with feed and food sandards in patiaular, in order to build the institutiona
capacity required to med EC reguirements.

e Community Referenae Laboratories

Unde theRegulation, the existing nework of Community Reference Laboraorieswill be etendad. These
laboraories will provide naiond reerence laboraories with ddails of anayticad mehads including
referencemethods, and coordinaepractica arrangements needed to goply new analytical methods.

e Own checks —Private Contrd

Besides the dfficid controls caried out by the veainary , feed or foad authorities, the privae food/feed
companies are supposed to put in place, in the framevork of the HACCP progammes a sd of
microbiologca and chemicad examinations. These examinations should demondrae tha the rav
materids, the produds & intermediary gps andthe find produds, med the gppropriate microbiologica
and chemica guiddines.
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