
8 954 hectares of crop 
and pasture lands treated

2 million hectares of 
cropland threatened in 

Acholi, Karamoja, Lango 
and Teso regions

12 871 households have 
received livelihood and

cash assistance 

USD 11.3 million 
mobilised through FAO 
regional Desert Locust 

appeal

IN NUMBERS 

DESERT LOCUST SITUATION IN UGANDA
In Uganda, the Desert Locusts were last reported on 12 
September 2020, all entering through the Kenya – Uganda 
border. The situation has since remained calm for the last 
seven months, although the country remains threatened 
by the ongoing breeding in the Horn of Africa and Yemen.
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REGIONAL OVERVIEW
Widespread rains April have caused some of the swarms 
remaining in Ethiopia and Kenya to mature. Consequently, 
egg-laying, hatching and band formation are expected in 
May but at a much smaller scale than last year. Control 
operations continue. Progress has been achieved, 
particularly in Kenya where swarms are no longer arriving 
from the north. The swarms that are currently present in 
northern and central areas are smaller and fewer than 
one year ago. In Ethiopia, immature swarms remain in the 
south (South Omo, Konso), east of the Rift Valley in the 
Bale Mountains (Arsi, Borena), and to the northeast in the 
Harar Highlands (East Harerghe).

However, breeding is likely to be limited as control 

22 districts in Acholi, 
Elgon, Karamoja, Lango and 
Teso sub-regions have been 

affected by Desert Locust

operations continue to reduce current infestations and 
below-normal rains are forecasted.

In northeast Tanzania, throughout the month of March and 
April, there have been reports of small immature swarms 
near Arusha with some adults beginning to mature. These 
may be remnants of swarms that were previously treated.

In northern Somalia, late instar hopper bands are still 
present in the northeast (Puntland) and on the northwest 
coast (Somaliland) near Djibouti. New immature swarms 
continue to form in both areas and aerial control operations 
are in progress. The swarms are likely to disperse on the 
northern plateau, possibly reaching eastern Ethiopia near 
Jijiga and Dire Dawa.

In the Red Sea winter breeding areas, control operations 
are in progress against a few swarms on the central coast 
in Sudan where breeding is continuing. A few adult groups 
and small swarms could move inland to the Atbara and 
Nile river valleys. Breeding is also ongoing on the central 
coast of Eritrea while the situation is calm further north 
near Sudan.

CURBING THE SPREAD OF DESERT 
LOCUSTS
FAO continues to build the capacity of national and district 
agricultural and extension workers through a series of 
trainings on Desert Locust surveillance and reporting 
using eLocust3m. The trainings aim at increasing the 
field-level surveillance capacity in all districts that have 
been affected or are threatened by future swarms.

Working with a team of previously trained Master trainers 
from the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and 
Fisheries (MAAIF), National Agricultural Organization 
(NARO) and District local governments, FAO has conducted 
another set of trainings for agricultural officers and 
entomologists drawn from the 21 districts of Acholi, 

Dr Antonio Querido - FAO Representative in Uganda addresses trainees 
during a Desert Locust Surveillence and Control training in Soroti District. 
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Desert Locust forecast as  at April 2021. Source: Desert Locust Information Service (DLIS).

Karamoja, Lango, Teso, as well as staff of MAAIF. The six-
day training series focused on surveillance and control and 
was attended by 71 agricultural officers and entomologists.

Participants were drawn from districts previously invaded 
by the first cycle of Desert Locust swarms and remain at 
the risk of the second cycle of Desert Locust invasion. The 
districts include: Abim, Agago, Amudat, Amuria, Bukedea, 
Kaabong, Kapelobyong, Karenga, Katakwi, Kitgum, Kotido, 
Kumi, Lamwo, Moroto, Nabilatuk, Nakapiripiriti, Napak, 
Ngora, Otuke, Pader and Soroti. 

To date, a total number of 291 people, mainly district 
and sub-county local government staff in the production 
sector including crop, livestock and entomology, have 
been trained in Desert Locust surveillence and control.

To strengthen the Desert Locust response further, FAO 
provided three vehicles through support from the 
Federation of Russia. Furthermore, FAO has provided 
MAAIF 236 mobile phones pre-installed with e-locust3m 
application and solar-powered chargers to facilitate 
surveillance and reporting. Standard personal protective 
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equipment has also been procured and handed over to 
MAAIF for distribution among the Uganda People Defence 
Forces Desert Locust Control Team in the affected districts. 
Also, 200 camping gears have been procured and handed 
over. These include: 200 units of camping tents, 600 
sleeping bags, 600 self-inflating sleeping mattresses and 
rechargeable water-proof lanterns.

As part of the effort to increase Uganda’s field capacity to 
respond to future Desert Locust invasions, FAO has built 
two Mobile Storage Units (MSU) in Soroti and Moroto 
districts for safe storage and ease of access to pesticides 
and other supplies related to control operations.

Additionally, district surveillance teams have recieved 
at least one motorcycle per district to ease their field 
movement. The motorcycles are a donation from Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA).
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(C) The Minister of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries. Hon Vincent Ssempijja, 
together with Members of the Desert Locust Response Team inspect personal protective 
equipment during the handover ceremony in Soroti District on March 5, 2021.  

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning 
the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps 
represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

ITEMS PROCURED TO SUPPORT CONTROL 
AND SURVEILLENCE ACTIVITIES

Item Quantity 

Surveillance kits with solar chargers  236

Mobile Storage Units 02

Personal Protective Equipment (PPEs) 250

Vehicles 07

Camping tents 200

Sleeping mattresses 600

Sleeping bags 600

Rechargeable waterproof  lanterns 200



COORDINATION AND PREPAREDNESS
FAO continues to work directly with the Government 
of Uganda at the national and local government levels, 
and to liaise at the regional level with the Desert Locust 
Control Organization for East Africa (DLCO-EA) to support 
preparedness and coordination. FAO also supports the 
dissemination of information about the evolving situation, 
to all stakeholders through the national Food Security, 
Livelihoods and Nutrition Technical Working Group that is 
co-lead by FAO, WFP and CRS.

Desert Locust response efforts made possible with financial support from: 

CONTACTCONTACT FAO Representation in Uganda | Kampala, Uganda | UG-Desert-Locust@fao.org 

European Union

SAFEGUARDING LIVELIHOODS AND 
PROMOTING EARLY RECOVERY 
FAO launched its livelihoods assistance to households 
affected by Desert Locusts in Karamoja and Teso sub-
regions in January 2021.

In partnership with SORUDA, FAO facilitated district and 
sub-county inception meetings in the 17 targeted districts 
of Karamoja and Teso sub-regions raising the awareness 
of staff and leadership of District Local Governments 
(DLGs) and representatives of the intended beneficiary 
communities on the nature of the emergency livelihoods 
assistance to be provided by FAO. This activity was followed 
by a beneficiary selection and registration process. To date, 
a total of 12 871 beneficiary households have received 
livelihood and cash assistance.

By the end of April, 7 871 households had thus far received 
agricultural livelihood packages, which include crop and 
vegetable seeds and farming tools. FAO will target a total 
of 10 500 households to receive crop packages under this 
support.

Since February, FAO has supported MAAIF to re-enforce 
the provision of animal health services through several 
activities among which is the procurement of the Foot and 
Mouth Disease (FMD) vaccine to vaccinate 130 000 cattle. 
The exercise will benefit about 13 000 households based 
on the plan to vaccinate 10 cattle per household. The first 
batch of 50 000 doses already procured was distributed 
to 5 000 households in nine districts in Karamoja and one 
district in the Sebei regions.

A second vaccination campaign targeting an additional       
80 000 livestock in 12 districts bordering the Karamoja        
sub-region is planned in the coming months. These districts 
are: Agago, Amuria, Bukedea, Kapelebyong, Katakwi, 
Kitgum, Kumi, Kween, Lamwo, Otuke, Pader and Soroti.

In addition to FMD vaccinations, the project is also 
supporting the treatment of cattle against internal and 
external parasites, boosting the immunity of weak or sick 
livestock with access to mineral blocks, providing hay bales 
and distributing pasture seeds and hay balers to promote 
fodder production. Distribution is ongoing.

As such, FAO has thus far distributed livestock packages 
to 4 808 households of 5 000 targeted households.

To implement the cash transfer component, FAO signed 
an agreement with Stanbic Bank Uganda to facilitate the 
transfer of cash through mobile money modalities. FAO is 
providing cash assistance to 8 000 beneficiary households. 
By the end of April, 5 833 households had received 
cash assistance. All verified vulnerable households will 
receive a transfer of 34 USD per month for six months.

In March 2021, FAO signed an agreement with WFP to 
facilitate access to the WFP Helpline by the Desert Locust 
beneficiaries and stakeholders. The Helpline will enable 
them to channel queries and provide feedback on the 
programme to FAO, through the toll-free line, 0 800 210 210.

PROCURED AND DISTRIBUTED TO DESERT 
LOCUST AFFECTED HOUSEHOLDS

Item Quantity 

Arsorted staple seeds 483 000 kgs

Arsorted vegetable seeds 19 000 kgs

Animal feed( Hay) 10 000 bales

Mineral blocks 20 000 blocks

Foot and Mouth Disease vacine 130 000 dozes

Pasture seeds 10 400 kgs

Some rights reserved. This work is available  
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