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REGIONAL FISHERIES COMMISSION 
 
 
 

 

The WGFM is invited to: 

- Consider the outcomes of the 35th Session of COFI and how these outcomes can be 
further integrated into the work of RECOFI to ensure it is aligned with the emerging 
issues and recommendations related to fisheries management; 

- Recall and note the outcomes of the 11th Session of RECOFI and the 12th Meeting of the 
WGFM to inform discussions on the agenda for the current 13th Meeting of the WGFM. 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The purpose of this document is to provide an overview of the relevant outcomes of a 
number of meetings which should guide the discussion of this current meeting of the Working 
Group on Fisheries Management (WGFM) notably, the 11th Session of RECOFI, the 12th 
Meeting of the WGFM and the 36th Session of COFI.  
 

35TH SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES 
2. Thirty-fifth Session of the Committee on Fisheries (COFI) was held from 5 to 9 
September 2022 in hybrid modality. A number of key matters were discussed of relevance to the 
work of the RECOFI WGFM, the below provides a brief overview of some of the key 
outcomes, while the detailed outcomes are provided in the session report.1 

State of the World Fisheries and Aquaculture and Progress in the Implementation of the Code of 
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and related Instruments 

3. Regarding SOFIA, COFI expressed appreciation that FAO included information on 
ongoing methodological improvements to better reflect the regional and subregional status of 

                                                 
1 Report is available in English: https://www.fao.org/3/cc3652en/cc3652en.pdf and Arabic: 
https://www.fao.org/3/cc3652ar/cc3652ar.pdf   
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fish stocks, recognizing efforts to rebuild stocks and increasing the number of stocks with 
assessments, while ensuring the integrity of the time series. Additionally, COFI welcomed the 
progress made in some regions, while expressing concern for the current status of marine fish 
stocks at global level, and emphasized the need to improve fisheries management based on the 
precautionary and an ecosystem approach and including through strengthened collaboration 
with and within regional fisheries management organizations (RFMOs), and other relevant 
Regional Fisheries Advisory Bodies (RFABs) and civil society as appropriate, including 
through building capacity and strengthening the link between decision making on fisheries 
management and the best available science.  
4. While acknowledging the challenges faced by countries in dealing with data categories 
and sampling, COFI stressed the importance of operational and compatible national data 
collection systems to support decision-making processes, encouraged strengthened collaboration 
and close consultations between FAO and countries in this regard, in particular regarding small-
scale fisheries and aquaculture and climate change impacts, and highlighted the potential 
benefits of implementing innovative solutions, initiatives and collaborations 
5. Additionally, COFI strong commitment to Regional Fisheries Advisory Bodies 
(RFABs)/regional fisheries management organizations (RFMOs), particularly on their critical 
role of achieving Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 14, and on their importance to the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) agreement on fisheries subsidies  

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

6. COFI emphasized the need to manage all fisheries sustainably as a positive contribution 
to sustainable and inclusive economies, including through the implementation of an ecosystem 
approach to fisheries (EAF), combating IUU fishing, implementing the Voluntary Guidelines 
for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty 
Eradication (SSF Guidelines) and building inclusive and equitable value chains to ensure the 
full contribution of the sector to achieving the SDGs  
7. COFI noted that improvement of statistical capacity, data delivery and robust reporting 
and monitoring capacity are still a critical challenge to many Members, but are a key to 
understanding the progress and shortfalls of SDG implementation. 
Supporting small-scale and artisanal fisheries, including in the International Year of 
Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture (IYAFA) 
8. COFI stressed the importance of enabling policy and legislative environments, 
participatory processes and inclusive governance mechanisms involving small-scale fisheries 
organizations, also for women, youth and indigenous peoples as well as local communities 
9. COFI encouraged increased work on small-scale fisheries sustainable resource use and 
management, in particular co-management, and emphasized the need for increased access to 
resources and support to small-scale fisheries livelihoods and incomes through appropriate 
technologies, market access and value chain development, and encouraged FAO to provide 
related tools, guidance and capacity development; 
10. COFI reconfirmed the importance of improving data collection and analysis of marine 
and inland small-scale fisheries, and building on the results and methods of the Illuminating 
Hidden Harvests (IHH) study to better inform governance and management 
Combating illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing 
11. COFI recognized the fight against IUU fishing as one of the main priorities for Members 
and noted the continued efforts by Members to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing, 
including through the implementation of relevant international agreements and voluntary 
guidelines, and regional mechanisms, but expressed its concern that IUU fishing is a serious 
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issue in most areas, and called for increased cooperative action and sharing of information at 
national, regional and global levels 
12. COFI welcomed the preparation by the Secretariat of additional guidance documents on 
methodologies to estimate the magnitude of IUU fishing and on the use of indicators to evaluate 
and track performance in combating IUU fishing 
13. COFI endorsed the Voluntary Guidelines for Transshipment as a new instrument within 
the framework of the Code and called for its implementation, including through RFMOs and 
arrangements 
14. COFI called upon Members to comply with their duties as flag, port, coastal, and market 
States in order to fight IUU fishing in the high seas and areas under national jurisdiction and 
called upon Members and relevant regional organizations to raise awareness through means that 
target various categories of society at the regional and local levels regarding the importance of 
combating IUU fishing and the negative impact on societies of such fishing 

Enhancing COFI discussion, including recommendations of the working group on 
the proposal of the establishment of the Sub-committee on Fisheries Management  

15. COFI endorsed the proposal for establishing a COFI Sub-Committee on Fisheries 
Management (SCFM) and implementing it as proposed by the WG and agreed to the Terms of 
Reference 
Addressing climate change in fisheries and aquaculture: reporting on progress and 
action plan for the implementation of the FAO Strategy on Climate Change 2022‒2031 
16. COFI welcomed the development of an Action Plan, taking note of the proposed outputs 
for the implementation of the Strategy, and recommended the development of a set of FAO 
actions focused on climate resilient fisheries and aquaculture 
17. COFI encouraged FAO to increase the knowledge and awareness on climate change 
impacts in fisheries and aquaculture and to provide guidance on adaptation and mitigation, 
highlighting the need for guidance on climate resilient fisheries management, including by 
convening a workshop with RFMOs and RFAB 
Mainstreaming biodiversity in fisheries and aquaculture 
18. COFI acknowledged the importance of area-based management tools in fisheries and 
aquaculture for biodiversity conservation, and encouraged FAO to continue the consultative 
process to develop and disseminate practical FAO-led guidance on “other effective area-based 
conservation measures” (OECMs); 
19. COFI recognized the important role that RFMOs and other regional initiatives play in 
mainstreaming biodiversity in the conservation and sustainable use of aquatic resources, and 
called on FAO to further strengthen its support to them in this area 
Developments in global and regional processes related to fisheries and aquaculture 
20. COFI called upon Members to participate in the Informal Consultations on the United 
Nations Fish Stocks Agreement (UNFSA) and in the Review Conference on the UNFSA 
pursuant to the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) resolution 76/71 dated 9 December 
2021, and encouraged all Parties to support replenishment of the Part VII Assistance Fund of the 
UNFSA 
21. Further, COFI highlighted the key role of RFMOs, RFABs and other regional initiatives 
for fisheries and aquaculture sustainability and encouraged FAO to continue providing support 
for RFMOs/RFABs including through Regional Fishery Body Secretariats’ Network (RSN) and 
to develop cross-sectoral cooperation between RFMOs/RFABs and regional seas conventions 
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and programmes, as well as urging Members to engage effectively in all RFMOs to which they 
are parties 

BLUE TRANSFORMATION - ROADMAP 2022–2030: A VISION FOR FAO’S WORK 
ON AQUATIC FOOD SYSTEMS 
22. In line with the 2021 COFI Declaration for Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture, 
endorsed by COFI at its 34th session in 20212, FAO developed Blue Transformation - Roadmap 
2022–2030: A vision for FAO’s work on aquatic food systems3. It was developed to provide a 
vision for the FAO’s work on aquatic food systems for the period 2022–2030 and contains a set 
of targets and actions within three core global objectives. It is a targeted effort by which 
agencies, countries and dependent communities, use existing and emerging knowledge, tools 
and practices to secure and sustainably maximize the contribution of aquatic food systems to 
food security, nutrition and affordable healthy diets for all. 
 

11TH SESSION OF RECOFI 
23. The eleventh session of the Regional Commission for Fisheries (RECOFI) was held 
virtually from 25 to 27 October 2021. The report of this session is available as 
RECOFI/WGFM13/2023/Inf.3. Notable outcomes of the 11th Session of  RECOFI Session are 
the following:  

• Members agreed to increase member’s contribution from the current 5000 USD/year to 
25,000 USD/year on ad interim basis 

• Commission commended the efforts of the WGFM and endorsed the outcomes of its 12th 
meeting, together with the related follow-up actions by both the Members and the 
Secretariat 

• Regarding Recommendation RECOFI/6/2011/1 on Minimum Data Reporting in the 
RECOFI Area, the Commission agreed that it would be useful for each Member Country 
to undertake a review on the indicators submitted under the MDR, to determine the 
continued relevance of those indicators and capacity to produce them at a national level, 
to be discussed at the next MDR workshop. FAO also expressed the possibility, in the 
future, to prepare a data collection reference framework (DCRF) for those data collected 
under the MDR, which would serve to clarify definitions, standards and data structure, 
and set base guidelines which would also help support the transition of responsibilities 
within national teams.  

• The Commission reiterated that the national focal points is critical for the overall 
functioning of RECOFI but also for data submission related to the MDR, FIRMS and 
SDG 14.4.1, and urged Member Countries to provide their updated contact details to the 
RECOFI Secretariat. The Commission recognized that, from the national focal points, a 
regional focal point should also be nominated for FIRMS, and agreed that the 
Chairperson of the WGFM would serve as the Regional Focal Point. The Commission 
requested that all the tasks required of these focal points be sent from the Secretariat to 
the RECOFI Member Countries.  

• The Commission approved a programme of work related to the WGFM that included the 
following (further details in RECOFI/WGFM13/2023/9):  

o 2nd Regional joint assessment of kingfish stock 
o MDR Workshop 

                                                 
2 https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb3767en  
3 https://www.fao.org/3/cc0459en/cc0459en.pdf  

https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb3767en
https://www.fao.org/3/cc0459en/cc0459en.pdf
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o Socio economic effects of COVID-19 on fishery 
o Ecosystem-based Approach to Fisheries Management (co-activity with ROPME) 
o FIRMS/SDG 14.4.1 Workshop  

 

12TH MEETING OF THE RECOFI WGFM 
 
24. The twelfth meeting of the RECOFI WGFM was held from 4 to 5 October 2021, 
virtually. The report of this meeting is available as RECOFI/WGFM/13/inf.4. The key outcomes 
of this meetings are the following:  

• Regarding the Current Work on RECOFI Priority Species, the meeting agreed that 
collecting information on management measures for the priority species would be useful, 
and perhaps specifying more specific measures would be useful in the table used to 
collect information on RECOFI priority species. It was also noted that an additional 
column be added so that member countries can indicate whether or not each species is 
targeted in their fisheries. A new template was agreed for circulation prior to the next 
meeting of the WGFM.  

• Regarding the Implementation of the RECOFI Recommendation RECOFI/6/2011/1 
Minimum Data Reporting, the outcomes  from the workshop on MDR in July 2021 were 
approved4 and the meeting noted that in terms of reviewing and reassessing the current 
MDR indicators, information could be collected using the previously noted tables on 
current work on RECOFI priority species, in particular the information regarding 
management measures and targeted fisheries. 

• The meeting noted the outcomes of the RECOFI Workshop on the Fisheries and 
Resources Monitoring System (FIRMS) Data Call and acknowledged its 
recommendations5  

• The WGFM noted the outcomes of the RECOFI Workshop on SDG 14.4.1 and 
acknowledged the recommendations.6 

• Cooperation between RECOFI and ROPME: The meeting appreciated the areas of work 
included in the ROPME workplan and emphasized the need for joint activities to take 
place under the framework of the Memorandum of Understanding between RECOFI and 
ROPME as soon as possible. 

• Implementation of the RECOFI  Recommendation on Kingfish stock: The Secretariat 
reiterated the call for member countries to submit their data on length frequency and 
catch and effort for the previous 10 years.  

                                                 
4 Report of the Minimum Data Reporting Regional Database Workshop to Support the Strengthening of RECOFI’s 
Statistics and Information Capacity through its Working Group on Fisheries Management (WGFM), Virtual 
Meeting, 13–14 July 2021https://www.fao.org/3/cb8741en/cb8741en.pdf  
5 Report of the Regional Commission for Fisheries/Fisheries and Resources Monitoring System Data Call Workshop 
– Updating stocks and fisheries inventories, Virtual Meeting, 3–4 August 2021 
https://www.fao.org/3/cb8999en/cb8999en.pdf  
6 Report of the Regional Commission for Fisheries (RECOFI) Special Workshop on SDG Indicator 14.4.1: Proportion 
of Fish Stocks within Biologically Sustainable Levels, Virtual Meeting, 5 August 2021 
https://www.fao.org/3/cb9564en/cb9564en.pdf  

https://www.fao.org/3/cb8741en/cb8741en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/cb8999en/cb8999en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/cb9564en/cb9564en.pdf
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