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In northeast Scotland, there has been a history of con�ict 
between seal conservation and salmon �sheries in the 
Moray Firth, a large area covering approximately 5 230 km�. 
Seals prey on salmon migrating into the river estuaries and 
around coastal netting stations, impacting �shing activities. 
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HISTORICALLY, SHOOTING SEALS TO SAFEGUARD 
FISHERIES HAD BEEN PERMISSIBLE UNDER 
NATIONAL LEGISLATION. IN 1992, THE UK 
GOVERNMENT ADOPTED THE EUROPEAN UNION 
HABITATS DIRECTIVE, WHICH AIMED TO SECURE 
FAVOURABLE CONSERVATION STATUS OF LISTED 
SPECIES THROUGH THE DESIGNATION OF 
SPECIAL AREAS OF CONSERVATION (SACS). 

MORAY FIRTH,
SCOTLAND

Source: Free Vector Maps modi�ed to comply with UN, 2020

Free Vector Maps 2022. World Map [online] [Cited 5 January 2022]
https://freevectormaps.com/world-maps/WRLD-EPS-03-0001
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Atlantic salmon Salmo salar, harbour seals Phoca vitulina, 
and grey seals Halichoerus grypus were all listed, 
presenting a challenge for seal and salmon management 
alike as the protection of one species potentially impacted 
the status of the other. However, this challenge presented 
an opportunity for the various stakeholders to come 
together and develop the Moray Firth Seal Management 
Plan. This case study follows the process of developing 
this plan.



Eighteen major rivers �ow into the Moray Firth, historically 
supporting an annual run of up to 270 000 Atlantic salmon, 
managed by statutory District Salmon Fishery Boards (DSFBs). 
The Moray Firth supports both coastal netting stations and 
in-river rod �sheries, but is also an essential habitat for marine 
mammals, including harbour and grey seals. 
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ANALYSIS

IN THE 1990S, UP TO 1 500 HARBOUR 
SEALS AND 900 GREY SEALS WERE 
FOUND IN THE MORAY FIRTH, SUPPORTING 
A GROWING WILDLIFE TOURISM 
INDUSTRY. SEALS OF BOTH SPECIES 
INTERACTED WITH THE COASTAL NETS 
AND PREYED ON MIGRATING JUVENILE 
AND ADULT SALMON IN THE RIVERS AND 
ESTUARIES. 
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