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CONTEXT

Modernization of statistics at FAO – Why?

 New data requirements: SDG indicators, available not only at 

national levels, but also for key  geographical areas and population 

groups (disaggregated data)

 Need for more relevant data: statistics on food and agriculture produced 

with a long time lagwith

respect to the reference period (cannot be used to inform national and 

international policymaking)

 Low and reducing quality of country data: declining response rates, 

discrepancies between country data  and other data sources, limited adoption 

of FAO standards in the production of country data



CONTEXT

Modernization of statistics at FAO – Why?

 Insufficient access to and use of FAO data internally (SOs) and 

externally (research community,  national governments, donor community. 

media): non-user friendly dissemination

platforms,

lack of  comprehensive documentation on FAO processes and on country 

methods, no dissemination of microdata

 Declining resources for statistics at FAO and in countries: need to produce 

more and better data with  reduced budget, opportunities to streamline 

overlapping statistical processes

 New data sources, Innovative statistical methods, New IT technologies: 

opportunities for improving  data generation, dissemination and use in a 

cost-effective way



CONTEXT

 Modernization of statistics at FAO – What does it mean?

 Enhancing the availability, quality and relevance of statistical information, as well as the

 efficiency in data production and dissemination

 Examples

 Taking the lead in producing new data to tackle emerging issues related to food 

and  agriculture (e.g. SDG indicators, use of AMR)

 Producing more detailed/disagregated statistics

 Improving our statistical products in terms of timeliness and accessibility

 Taking advantages of new data sources, technologies and statistical methods 
to  produce existing or new information

 Reducing our data production costs to allow for new investments in 

statistical  infrastructures, processes or products

 Addressing country’s challenges in providing us with quality information

 Establishing new partnerships to strengthen our capacity to deliver



SURVEY ON MODERNIZATION

Objectives

 Collect key priorities and proposals for the modernization of FAO statistical

activities

 Surveys results will be used to :

 Prepare a strategic document to be submitted to the 51st UNSC (March 2020)

 Prepare a management response to the FAO evaluation on statistics

 Support coordinated dialogue with the new administration on modernization

 Support the integration of modernization activities under O6.2

 Discuss with OSP the allocation of additional resources for statistics

 Inform extra-budgetary resources mobilization efforts

Targeted respondents:

 Divisions in charge of data production processes

Deadlines: COB October 14th



QUESTIONNAIRE STRUCTURE

Section I:

Main priorities to improve statistics in your domain (multiple responses

allowed)

Section II: Modernization Opportunities

One module for each priority identified in Section I

Key open questions:

 Main Challenges

 Proposed solutions

 Innovations required (new data sources and/or new technologies and/or new 

statisticalmethods)

 Partnerships required (Private sector, Academia, Other International

Organizations)

Deadlines: COB October 14th



QUESTIONS AND

DISCUSSIONS


